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1U£ VSKTCH OOGS OF THE STRMTS 


L\nt of Cn/wJi tUaui for atUon O'"? off GifcrdiMi- at tie ti e of tite cnsis 


CHAPTER LXIX 

NORTH SFA INCIDl-NT COVTtNUFD — BRITISH OONFRNMFNT TAKES ACTION — N^^Al PRF 
I*\mTIONS— RLSSINN ADMIRAL’S UFPORT— ON THF BRINK 01 WAK — A 1 F \CFFUI 
SOLUTION— CONTINF NT \L \ IFMS— RUSSIAN FLtFT PROCFFDS — DOUBTS AND I FARS— 
AN010RLSSr\N AOHEFMFNT SIGNFI) 


A t Uk lime tUc BnUic I leci firin{' 

. on rtic<kTcncokss Hull fiNlicrmcn Bic 
BrUlsU Home I Icct w'l*^ in ScoltisU 
inter's It Cronnrtl It consisted of the 
Inttleships Fxvtouth (fliinj; the flng of 
\ ICC Admir d Sir \ K ikon, com- 
mmdin^i^ the I leet), Ko\al Oak (niinj; the 
of Kcir \dminl IHrlow), Empress 
of Indn, Rtren^e, Ro^al Srrereign 
Russell ind S tflsure . crui^'crs Ilcdfprdy 
Oida, J ssev, ind Juiio The Triumph 
InttUsfup ins also ittichcd to the Hon c 
I Jixt, hut w IS nt tlic moment it Ports- 
moiitli underpoin,^ rcpiirc 

\t nrious Home ports the ship's of the 
Crujstr Sqtndron, coinimndcd In Rcir- 
Idminl Sir W itmot f nihts \iere re- 
fittmij, the Cl d Jippe (nij;".hfp) ind 
55 


Drake il Portsmouth, the Donegal ind 
'Monmoulh it Dcionport ind the Bcr- 
jiicK ind Kent at Chithim 

In iddition to the ei^ht bittlc-ships ind 
ten crutsets iboie mentioned, there iicrc 
iniliblc It home or in rescric eight 
bittleships ind four crimers in commis- 
sion, mill others which could be com- 
missioned It short notice 

At or neir Gibnltir lij the Chinnel 
I Icct, comminded In \ ict \dmir d I ord 
Clnrlcs Bercsfnrd, ind consisting rf 
eight modern bittleships — Ccesar I »r- 
toriouSy Ilamnhaly IllustnonSy Juptler, 
'Magmficcnly Majesitc^ md 'Mars, ind the 
cruisers 7 hesetts, Endymtou, Doris, ind 
Hermes 1 ord Chirles Reresford s flig 
Ills cirned on the Cusar, tint of his 
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take up its station at Portland, o\crtimc stores, and the entire Gibraltar torpedo 
being- ordered on the battleship TriumpJh flotilla was commissioned. That portion 
in order to enable it to join the fleet at the of the Mediterranean Fleet a\hich had 
earliest possible date. Work was also been in the Adriatic, under Admiral Sir 
hurried on in the case of the six ships of Compton Domville, mo\ed down, con- 



M«.^ ILI.VS.TRKUSG THE CO\.R''E OV HIE BvVTlC TI.EET TROM XRONSTaUT lO \1G0 AND TANGIER, 
AND THE DlSrOSJTlONS OF THE BRITISH FLEETS AT THE TIME OF THE CRISIS 


the Cruiver Squadron, with the result tint centrated at Corfu, and sailed thence to 

m a \cr\ few da\N the squadron was Malta, a considerable portion of the fleet 

read) for sc.i Tlic ships of the Channel bcinjj immediately and subsequent!;, dcs- 

riect promptb fillc<l their bunkers, and patched to Gibraltar, wliicb was now on 

TcpUnished their ammunition and other a war lootincf, the entrance to * 
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option ol i>v‘in'^ >.unk l’\ Sir A. K. \\ il'-on 
or blow lA oiu ol llu- walor by l.oivi Clnulo.- 
ln'U"'loul. l\oirr;\t ami ;ni\;nu‘o wr; o 
oqn.iHv iK';u]l\ .iltoni.iliv r-, ;nui «'N<\tpo 
nor\'>v ihi* v'pon Allauiiv' wa'- out ol il'.o 
question in view ol ihc nooc''-'il\ l»'r o\'al- 
inq. I'hcro romainvrl I'lii i\\v> or th’.ca 
l\i’>sian \0':>oU lit for sv'tviro in the 
IkiUic. I'ho lHaok Soa VU'cl jui^iu havo 
attonnHr<.i to U'lvo the Daiaianollcs. init 
“ Overlord of the Mediterranean." as 
the Oominander-in-Chief of that st.uion 
has been appropriately ealled, has always 
ample forces within snlVu'ientiy easy call 
to deal etiectively with any eruption of 
that sort. 

Why, then, all the.'ie treinendotis pix'- 
parations, all this massing' of ships, all 
this lhrvd)binq' activitv at ludf-a-doreu 
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conld. •a.ot .Ulord to take it lor _>;r.inted 
that t!'..- hitter wonki decliiu' to intervene 
in ,t oyiartel wliich. \\.)s tunic of her own 
ni.ikinp, tiuo, e'"pc\‘ia!!_v haxinp rep.iid to 
tile ehiv.ih ou' '•entimcntaltty n>in^ the 
woid. in its bc'-t seti'-e- habitually dis- 
placed in our p.dlant neipiilnittrs whetc 
the_\ imagine their luniour U' 'u' even re- 
nu'tely inn'bcd. Unt it tnay freely he 
state.l that in no vU'•a^ideTable sivti<.'n ol 
tiic britlMi public did tiic ide.i prvwail 
that h'ratice wvntld. in .my circumstances, 
back up l\us>ia siiou.ld t'ne latter refuse 
tv' rtive ivasv'nablc s.uisfaction fv'r the 
Nv'rth Sea v'utrape. Tiic cv:.'-;:.' f,:.'.' 

was at its brightest .md best durint;' the 
anxiv'us periv'd winch fv'Hi'wed that 
terrible episv'de. and it will be seen later 
that not witlu'ut reasv'U did we cv>unt 
upv'n h'ranee tv' stanvi aU'v'f from the 
support of her ally in a situation in w hich 
the latter's position was so wla'lly in- 
defensible. 

I'Ut with Germany' tlie ease was ditTor- 
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Aeeordinply, liie Uiitish t'jovernniont. 


i-tatc'-tnen, hohiinij 

in tru.vl c)ur enmnioiia and inain-'.ided in- 
tere.st^-, llu- lii^ht, li-i alone the inelina- 
timi. to suppose that (n-nuany wouUl 
stand our Irieiul, or wouhl evi-n remain anti tile l>rilish Navy aetiniy under its 
neutral, il we eame to iilous with orders, tttolc no risks, .'itul made its pro- 
Russia. In the latter’s trouiile with paiedness, in luuope at any rate, on 
Jajiau, shiu had preserved a stnt tif almost the same seale :is il we were 
neutrality as rej^ards Kiao-ehau, well alretuly at war witli two or three Con- 
knowinty that, if she h.ad not done so, her tinental Powers of the lirst ma<^nitude. 
Itopes of dominating' Shan-tunif wt»ui',l 'I'lie Home h'ieet stood for tlie moment on 
soon be rudely imperilled. 'I'he distirma- rjviard, while the powerful Cruiser Squad- 
ment of the T sortvilcli was a matter of ron completed its refittini^', and, ahhoui^h 
policy as well as of g’ood faith. Rut .'it no complete mobilisation took place at 
liome tlic lender solicitude dispk'iyed by home, we m.'iy be sure tliat the prepara- 
ihe German Emperor for the welfare of tions for utilising;' the ships and men in 
the Tsar's army :md navy was, as has reserve were bcin«‘ unostentatiously put 
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forward, and that, if war had super- 
vened, the Home Fleet would have 
assumed imprcssi\c proportions in an in- 
credibly short space of time. Up to 
Gibraltar rolled battleship after battleship 
of the Mediterranean Fleet, ships and 
olTtccrs and bluejackets all in superb 
fighting trim, and the two last almost 
pathetically eager for the “ ball to open.” 
At the glorious old Rock itself — that grim 


White, the gallant Irishman who, as a 
regimental olficer, had won the X'ictoria 
Cross for cool gallantry in Afghanistan, 
and, later, as a General, had siicccssfviUy 
held Ladysmith against the lloers in one 
of the famous sieges of history. 

It was at Gibraltar that the noNal pre- 
parations of Great Britain, in \icw of a 
possible untoward consequence of the 
North Sea incident, were most brilliantly 
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mcmori.il of so much of Britain’s na\al 
and military \aIour in the past, th.nt 
•'ptondid sign of her greatness and 
len.icity in the present — tlie hum of war- 
like preparation w.is heard on c%cry side. 
The demonstrati\c measures now being 
t.ikcn were necessarily naaal ones, hut .nt 
sucli a centre as this some show of mili- 
l.iry :icti\it\, too, was inc\it.able. In 
whiih connection it descrxcs to be rc- 
cortkal in passing that the Governor of 
Gibr.iltnr at this time w.is that grand 
veteran, Ficld-Marslml Sir George 


and impressively cxemplincd in the .ilcrt- 
ness with which the Channel Meet made 
ready for all emergencies. iMmost in a 
flash Lord Cliarlcs Beresford’s command 
not merely cleared its decks for action, 
hut, to use a metaphor which denotes the 
last stage of naval fitness for the fray, 
prepared for battle. Using his cruisers 
as eyes and cars, the gallant and popular 
Commandcr-in-Chicf of the Ch.inncJ 
Squadron kept his battleships together, 
in order to bar, if necessity arose, the 
further passage of .\dmir.il Roziulest- 
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\ N'm tlii'U' r.tr.i'h 
tinn It tci >, h.iti ctMi'.i- !»> t'nc 

''tt in ;ti iiil ! .iini-ii! nt v-.n. Uic r.itc .-inti 

hiliiiiir f\jn‘n(U-<i in till'- nhlr 

I'.p i’. ihr <n!iiiitiiin <>! Ill'-, vhij^-., 

.‘Itul !ll<' ‘'il' " I.tp.ii'j!’, (ii iitllj 

nil'!), h.i\!- hi-rn .•linifKi.ifU!’-. 

fa-d. Uist v.t’ no! antii'ipatc. 

Ralilrl ii'! l!-' I'lnsr (d!! a'aM!!!l! n! tllt^ 
pha-' nf the aliaii Iv. id.-allin;; tin- 

I'iiai ai'lcri'-t im-'.-aiH- it-pitrlrti !<i h.iva 
lu'cn '•iLinaiU'i oa thf naaiiiin^ <>i (la'n!)!’: 
Jiilh i)% I.o’ti (‘iiai'!'--' Hi-i <! to 

rruTrr^ ilr'whi-il !/> !>..;?<"!) t.'a- <•- 

incut'' o! tia- oucouilnp Kt'.'"-ian ''iiip'' 
between C‘ape Si. \ineenl atai ( '.ijie 
Sparti'l : " Situ.aliou eijiteal: ”oofl 

liiek. " 

While the Ih'lti'-ii \'a\y wav', thtf' 
pointedly dcnton^l ratinu" its ability to 
back uj) the ju>t demands of the Ibitish 
(iovernmenl tor satisfaction on account 
<if the North Sea outra”e. matters wei'e 
by no means sl;mdini’ still in other din-c- 
tieins. I'or a laniple of da% .s after the 
publication of the news of the distister. 
the Ilritish public ha«l to rest <’(intent 
with the kno\vletli;e that the Ibitish 
( lovernment 's Note to Russia had been 
duly presented, and with .such additional 
scraps of information eoncerniiyo the oul- 
ra"e itself as could be fathered from the 
fishermen of the (iamecock I'leet. Not 
until the morniny: of October eylh was 
it generally known that a portion of the 
Russian " Second Pacific Squadron,” in- 
cluding Admiral Rozhdestvensky's flay:- 
ship, had arrived at \'iy:o, and that an 
attempt would he made to explain the 
attack on the fishing' vessels hy the 
suyg'cstion that there were Japanese tor- 
pedo boats among- them ! Some vessels 
of the squadron had been previously re- 
ported to liave put in at Brest, hut these 
had been detached from the main squad- 
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nm. :mt] ii.td -.e,-n nothing of the firing 
on th*' night of Oi-tober i 

I he :ti r i'> a! <)1 .\flniir;d Ro/hdfsl vcii'-kr- 
at \ igo was atfi-nrierj by som.-- little fli,'- 
irnn.'ine,-, quit'’ .-(p.irt from the gi-ncr.'t! 
;tn\)et_r to h'-.-u his evpkmation of hi.'- 
;<crnt p/ ! to; (n.’.ni-e'-. .Vot w it iistanding 
tile p'nt»-'.ts of the S[>;misii authorities, 
tne Russi.ui ■,*, ar '. esseR sought to take 
in co.d Iroc.i (jeiman colliers in Spanisii 

atef' , aiui. b% flint fif urgent represeii- 
ta.tious, •.•.(!!• e’.enlu.dl) allowed to s'nip 
b'Ut iinndii-fl tons eaeii, in fiefia.nee <'f the 
g'efu-r.df;, ;icccf>{i <( nu'cs rg twiilr.'iHl} . 
R« monstf.'ii'efs Were suhseruient !v ;(d- 
fh'es'i il h'.' j.ipan to the Spanish (itwern- 
nu nt on this s\:hi.'Ct, the latter tii ci.iritig 
th;it siic had followed a. jiiecedimt 
cstahlislied 1)\' otlier Powers. But the 
Japanese iia\e long- metnorics, a.nd it is 
imt unlilvelv tii;il some day the indiilget'CC 
accorded to .\dmlral Rozhdi'st vensky on 
this ma'.ssion at \’igo may he rce.'dled, to 
Spain's distinct inconvenience. In .any 
case, such precedents as those Cjuotod — 
presnmaldy the laeilities afforded by 
(ierm.'iny and Pr.uK'e — need hardly have 
led Sjiain to depart from an attitude in 
the maintenance of which she wouki have 
had promtit and ample support. The 
incident is, for the moment, at any rate, 
trifling', but it is curiously instructive, as 
indicating- yet another direction in which 
this tremendous war has, to some extent, 
involved a country many thousands of 
miles from the actual area of conflict, and 
not in the remotest degree connected 
with or interested in the points of 
dispute. 

But Admiral Rozhdestvensky's coaling- 
requiremenls arc of small concern com- 
pared with his demeanour on the subject 
of the North Sea outrag-e. It would 
seem that when first questioned upon the 
incident the Admiral exhibited much 
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irritability, and declined to give details 
beyond stating that he had acted accord- 
ing to his conscience, with the object of 
preventing the destruction of his squad- 
ron. He is said to have added that, be- 
fore leaving Libau, he had made known 
his intention of attacking any ship that 
approached his fleet. It should be men- 
tioned in this connection that evidently 
the Admiral’s apprehensions as to the 
possible existence of mysterious enemies 
had not yet left him, for all his ships 
were still cleared for action, and all 
movements of the craft in Vigo harbour 
were closely watched by the Russian 
sentries. 

More illuminating than Admiral 
Rozhdestvensky’s veiled utterances was 
the explanation given by some of the 
officers as to the Dogger Bank episode. 
This explanation, afterwards, it will be 
seen, expanded in Admiral Rozhdest- 
vensky’s report, is interesting as the first 
sign of the course intended to be taken 
in reference to Russia’s responsibility for 
what had occurred. According to a 
Madrid newspaper, the Russian officers 
stated to a Vigo correspondent that dur- 
ing their voyage , down the North Sea 
two torpedo boats were observed between 
the lines of the squadron. Supposing 
they had to deal with a Japanese attack, 
they opened fire. They asserted that 
they saw guns in two of the boats, and 
that none of the sailors looked like fisher- 
men. They were unaware that any of 
the crew were wounded, and they re- 
gretted “ the mistake.” 

Not until the 28th was the full text of 
Admiral Rozhdestven.sky’s official report 
available. On that day the Russian 
Naval General Staff published the two 
following telegrams from the .Admiral 
Commanding the Second Squadron of the 
Pacific Fleet : — 


1. — “ The incident of the North Sea 
was provoked by two torpedo boats 
which, without showing any lights, under 
cover of darkness advanced to attack the 
vessel steaming at the head of the detach- 
ment. When the detachment began to 
sweep the sea with its searchlights, and 
opened fire, the presence was also dis- 
covered of several small steam vessels 
resembling small steam fishing boats. 
The detachment endeavoured to spare 
these boats, and ceased fire as soon as 
the torpedo boats were out of sight. 

“ The English Press is horrified at the 
idea that the torpedo boats of the squad- 
ron, left by the detachment until the 
morning on the scene of the occurrence, 
did not render assistance to the victims. 
Now, there was not a single torpedo boat 
with the detachment, and none were left 
on the scene of the occurrence. In con- 
sequence, it was one of the two torpedo 
boats, which was not sunk, but which 
was only damaged, which remained until 
the morning near the small steam craft. 
The detachment did not assist the small 
steam craft, because it suspected them of 
complicity, in view of their obstinate per- 
sistence in cutting the line of advance of 
the warships. Several of them did not 
show any lights at all. The others 
showed them very late.” 

2. — ” Having met several hundreds of 
fishing boats, the squadron showed them 
every consideration, except where they 
were in company of the foreign torpedo 
boats, one of which disappeared, while 
the other, according to the evidence of 
the fishermen themselves, remained 
among them until the morning. They 
believed her to be a Russian vessel, and 
were indignant that she did not come to 
the assistance of the victims. She was, 
however, a foreigner, and remained until 
the morning looking for the other torpedo 
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bmt, her compamon, either 'mIIi the 
of rcporinjj; her or from 

fear of bctnjjnp herself to those who 
were not nccotnpfices 

“ If there were nlso on the scene of the 
occurrenee fishermen imprudentlv in 
voUecl m this enterprise, I hefj, m the 
mme of the whole fleet, to express our 
sincere rc,;ret for the unfortunite MCtims 
of circumsi mees, m which no wnrsbip 
could, even in time of profound pcict, 
hive 'vclcd otherwise 

It need h'xrdK f)c smd tint this re- 
m lrk^hle report did not iniet with irnpj- 
nnce m this countrv, whin the »<h i of 
the mvstenous torped » ho its nw»vjn ' 
ihoul nn on,' the tnvvkrs \ 
scout<‘tl ns T will! f^ninl rf fi 
irmijin ilion The f'-' rr >n I f e*K- 
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thirty nub i out of ils lonre* Jli re j‘ 
tflUiUy no rpif t,,m if, it ih \d- -rJ 
rnithn/ Ino/'nJbdib i) 
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as Mr, Balfour pointed out, must have 
g^one “ thirty miles out of his course to a 
spot which he knew was crowded with 
fishing- boats, and there he found lying 
in wait among those 
fishing boats two tor- 
pedo craft. Why did 
the commander of 
these two torpedo 
craft choose that par- 
ticular station for pre- 
paring their attack 
upon the Russian 
Fleet? Why did 
they choose a station 
which, from the 
nature of the case, 
involved publicity ? 

The very fact that 
the Dogger Bank is 
crowded with fisher- 
men — and fishermen 
of all nationalities — 
would make such an 
operation absurd on 
the face of it, and 
if these mysterious 
craft wanted to con- 
ceal their very exist- 
ence from the public eye, would 
they ha^e gone over the whole North 
Sea and chosen alone among all the 
spots open to them that one where 
publicity was inevitable and certain ? 
And, in the second place, if they had 
wanted to He in wait for the Russian 
Fleet, by what extraordinary powers of 
pre^ ision did they foresee that the 
Russian P'lcet would come thirty miles 
out of its ordinary course? " 

To this may be added the statement 
made by \’iscount Hayashi, the Japanese 
Ambassador in London, vhen inter- 
viewed on the subject of the torpedo 
boat varn : — 


“ The story is so ridiculous that it is 
not worth a denial. I would, however, 
myself ask a few questions which, per- 
haps, the Russians may be able to answer. 

How is it possible 
that Japanese torpedo 
boats or other small 
craft could have re- 
mained constantly at 
sea in wait for the 
Baltic Fleet ever since 
it was first reported 
to be on the point of 
sailing? Is it known 
by what means such 
vessels could exist 
away from bases for 
food, water, or coal? 
Is it generally re- 
garded as possible 
that torpedo boats 
could make the voy> 
age from the Far 
East to the British 
coasts without coaling 
and without their pre- 
sence being known ? ’ ’ 
While cold logic 
made it difficult for 
the British public to regard Admiral 
Rozhdestvensky’s two torpedo boats as 
anything but pure fancy, the receipt even 
of this doubtful explanation produced at 
once a great revulsion of feeling in St. 
Petersburg. Here theie had preriously 
prevailed a pretty general apprehension 
lest the ciilpabilit}' of the Baltic Fleet 
should piove beyond question. The 
story of the torpedo boats came as an 
immense relief to the Russian public 
mind, and se\eral of the St. Petersburg 
papers waxed very eloquent over the 
presentation of indisputable facts which 
justify the action of Admiral Rozhdest- 
vensky, not only in our eyes, but in the 



P/wto Gledslone & Beiiiatd, Hull 
EFFECT OF SHELL FIRE ON THE TRAWLER 
jvoc/urr/.v 



MORE OUlRAGhS 


301 


c)cs of ever} jmp'xrti il observer on the 
Europein Continent ’ The lessons of 
the first d'i}S of the vvnr, the Aotae 
1 reviya went on to observe, Inve not 
been wnsted nnd the new nnd 
treacherous ittack b} the Japanese has 
been met b} the vijjilant and pitiless e}c 
of our Admiral and the str light fire of 
our guns’ 

It is a little unfortunate that, while 
these and similar vapourings were being 
indulged in in St Petersburg news 
should be received of other though 
hippil} not so tragic, inst mccs in which 
the Ivussims while still m Danish 
waters, had displa}cd extnordimr} 
nervousness and a ferocious re idincss to 
regard the most harmless craft as 
treacherous enemies Throughout Octo 
ber 21st in particular, Russian imagina 


tain now gave orders for the steamer to 
be stopped, and took refuge with his men 
below The foreign warship thereupon 
disappeared in the darkness Ihc Alde- 
baran luckil} siist lined no damage not- 
withstanding the straight fire of the 
Russian guns of which the A croc I remya 
speaks so proudl} 

Another unpleasant evpencncc was 
undergone b} the German trawler 
Somilay^y the skipper of which reported as 
follows — On the 21st we were off the 
Hornsnff fishing grounds, on the west 
coast of Jutland In the morning five 
Urge Russian ships passed, and in the 
evening nine more To the north of us 
was i large cargo steamer \t half 
past eight searchlights were thrown on 
us immediately afterwards the first 
shells fell m our vicinit} \ Russian 


tion appears to have run not in conjuring ship fired in all directions and is many 


up fictitious foes Thus 
according to a st itemcnt 
made by the captain of 
the Swedish steamer 
AldtbaraUy that vessel 
was on the evening on 
which the North Sea out 
ngu occurred, ch iscd bv 
a foreign warship ip 
parcntlv a eruiscr of the 
Kussnn 1 Icct, whieh 
threw her scuchlights 
upon her The cruiser 
then increased her speed 
ind, passing the Aldi 
bijratty fired a shot 
which however, did no 
damage The Aldtbaran 
now hoiste^tl her flag 
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l)ut iliil not •.lop 1 he cruder ngjin 25 .p, ^ p,,. , 

threw If. se ,rclili(,-hts upon the Aldi pi.- .-ei 
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\vc (hen ol).s('rvc<l lo (he south ;i set'tnul 
scarcliliuht, and nolic'et! sludls laUinir 
near llu; ship wliich was lirinij al its. 
We snst.-iinet! no (i;un;t”t‘. After ch-ven 
o’elo('l< the sltells eeaseti eomint;." 
Here, aijain, the shootin.Lif of the Ivtissian 
naval scunners seems to liave Iieeit tem- 
porarily a little al fault. 

l^efore leavini^' this seetion of a thorny 
and painfid subjeet, it is desirable to 
draw .attention to :i very remark.able 
narrative published by the Daily .Mail, 
in which the Xorlh Sea incident is vividly 
described by a steward on board one of 
the Russian ships. 'I'his curiously 
realistic account was procured by the 
Spcciid Correspondent of the Daily 
t\Iail, Mr. Hdi^'ar \\’.alla('e, who was al 
\'ii^o durini;; the visit of the Russian 
Squadron. 'J'he statement, in which, 
for obvious reasons, the names arc 
suppressed, is of such unique interest 
that it is here reproduced verbalim : — 

“ I am a wardroom steward on the 

Russian battleship . On the ni<fht 

of the attack in the North Sea I was on 
duty in the pantry cleaning; glass after 
dinner. I afterwards went into the mess- 
room, where I found six oflicers seated 
and playing cards. Nobody on board 
the vessel was drunk that evening, ex- 
cept one of the under oITiccrs in the men’s 
quarters. 

“ I was engaged in writing when a 
midshipman rushed into the messroom, 
and exclaimed in most excited tones, 

* The Japanese are attacking us ! ’ 

“ All the officers immediately rushed 
on deck. I remained below. Some little 
time afterwards a sailor came down to 

me and said that Lieutenant wanted 

me to bring up on deck two glasses of 
brandy. I went up with the brandy, 
and just as I reached the upper deck I 
heard shooting. 


“ .Ml the .sriihirs on dock were lying 
down on their faces, and the officers were 
all imdi:r cover. I must admit that I was 
very much fright onod, for the officers 
were greatly excjied, and were all talk- 
ing together al the tr)p of their voices. 

.Midshipman w:is waving his 

dr.awn .sword, crying nut, * 'I'hc 
Japaiuvse ! ’ 

I took the brandy to the lieutenant, 
who told me that 1 was lo remain on 
deck, as 1 might be wanted. Looking 
over the side of tin* ve.ssel I could sec 
mithing, as there w.as a thin fog on the 
counter, but I could plainly di.scern the 
signals made by the flagship. 

“ 1 he.'ird one of the marine officers 
say that four Japanese torpedo boats 
h.'id .attacked the fleet. Al that moment 
all the ships were firing. 

“ W'c fired .several rounds from two 
small guns, and very soon afterwards, 
under (he glare of our .searchlights, I 
perceived the enemy. There were a 
number of small torpedo boats, about 
twenty, I should say, al a distance of less 
than a kiiomitre (i,ioo yards) from u,s. 
We continued firing for' about ten 
minutes, and passed the enemy without 
sustaining any damage. 

“ During the whole of that night the 
entire crew stood to the guns. At day- 
light speed was reduced, and divers went 
over the side of the vessel to ascertain 
what injury, if any, had been done to 
her. 

“ On Sunday (October 23rd) the flag- 
ship signalled by means of the secret 
code, and orders were subsequently issued 
calling attention to the regulations pro- 
hibiting sailors and soldiers from impart- 
ing military secrets to any of their rela- 
tives or friends. 

“ On Wednesday an order was issued 
that any man speaking, writing, or 
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hn\inff nnj communication \\h'itc\cr 
with rcl itncs or friends on the subject of 
I rida> nijjht s incident would be sum* 
mnnU de ilt with under the pro\isions of 
the pcml code 

^ou ask me whether our officers 
were not drunk Thej were not drunk, 
IS I hi\c nlrcnd\ said, but thev were 
very much excited, and one of the heuten 
ants fainted from sheer excitement 
Comp irison of this personal narra 
ti\c with the official report furnished 
b} Admiral Rozhdest\cnsky certainly 
fa\ours the theorj that the ncr\ous fears 
of the Russi in sailors were at their 
height during the pissagc of the fleet 
through the North Sea, ind the dis 
cicpancj between the Admiral s two tor- 
pedo boats, the marine officer s four, and 
the stewards twentj, seems to point 
clcarh to inabihtv to distinguish between 
a trawler or equally pacific steam earner 
and a chooser of the slam 

On October 27th the two men killed 
on board the trawler Crane were buried 
It Hull The bodies were followed to 
the gra\c b) a long procession of 
mourners and the simple funeral was 
watched b\ man^ thousands of dtcpl\ 
mo\cd spectators The same c\cning 
the Ma%or of Hull rccciscd from the 
^Ia^or of lokio a cablcgrim asking him 
to accept the profound s\mpvth\ of the 
inhabitants of the J ipancsc capit il for 
the \ictims of the Russian outriges and 
their hcri uial families Historx and 
human n iture arc both condensed in tin 
timeU and ftoling desp itch which 
showtd with curious distinctness how, 
though last IS last and West is 
West the twain can sometimes meet 
The e7th and eSth were anxious da\s 
for the coimtrs On the 27th i C ihinct 
Council w Is hcltl it which, it was under- 
stooel, \dmiral Kozlulestv ensks s report 


was discussed, and at the close of the day 
the Press was informed that the Hntish 
demands had not yet been satisf ictonly 
complied with, and that no public 
mnouncement was yet possible Me m- 
while the British naval prep (rations, as 
wc have seen, progressed rapidly, and 
the nation, although assuredly in no 
Jirgo spirit, made ready to hear the 
worst 

On October 30th another C ibinct 
Council was held, and the same evening 
Mr Balfour made an eagerly lool cd for 
statement at a meeting of the N itional 
Union Conservative Associations at 
Southampton At the opening of this 
histone speech the Premier dwelt with 
s itisfaction on a previous utterance of 
Sir Henry Campbell Bannerm m, in 
which the Leader of the Opposition had 
finely enunciated the doctrine th it in a 
matter such as the North Sea incident 
there could be no question of partv feel 
ing Mr Balfour went on to say that 
happily what he himself had to s ly on 
the subject of the situation ere itcd by 
the outrage was of a favourable com- 
plexion After recapitulating and com 
mcnting on what had occurred Mr 
Balfour stated that the Russian Gover- 
ment had now ordered the detention at 
\ igo of th it part of the Biltie I lect 
which was concerned in the North Sea 
incident, in order that the nav il authori 
tics might ascertain what officers were 
responsible for it These officers and 
am material witnesses would not piccc^’d 
with the fleet on its \ov igc to the I ar 
I ast An inquirv would be instituted 
into the fact, an Intern itional Commis 
Sion of the kind provided for by th'' 
Hague Convention would be held, and 
anv person found guiUv bv this tribunal 
would be tried and punished idcquaicK ’ 
These arrangements were, '*»• ' 
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was careful to remark, supplementary to 
the regrets expressed and promises of 
liberal compensation made by the Tsar 
and the Russian Government. 

“ I think we must admit,” said Mr. 
Balfour in the course of a striking per- 
oration, ” that the Russian Government 
has shown an enlightened desire that 
truth and justice in this matter shall pre- 
vail. Only a few hours ago I should 
myself have taken a very gloomy view of 
the possibilities of a satisfactory, and, 
therefore, a peaceful solution of this 
question-. I think the Tsar has shown 
himself an enlightened judge of what is 
right in this matter as between nation 
and nation. We, after all, have asked 
nothing of others that I believe we should 
not gladly have granted had we been in 
their place. We have shown no de.sire — 
and I do not think such desire was pre- 
sent in the heart of any man — to take 
advantage of what might, perhaps, be 
thought Russia’s difTiculties, to enforce 
our demands. We have appealed simply 
to justice, to equity, to the principles 
which ought to govern good relations 
between nation and nation, and we have 
not appealed in vain. It might have 
been otherwise. We might have seen 
the delay of diplomacy intervene. We 
might have seen one excuse urged after 
another, until cither the Russian Fleet 
had vanished into the Far Hast, or until 
other things had occurred. That we 
have not seen this is due, I hope, in part, 
to the justice and moderation of our re- 
quests. It is also due to the far-sighted 
wisdom of the Hmperor. The world has 
now got its eyes concentrated on one 
great warlike tr.-igedy moving througji 
its appointed course in the Far East. It 
would have been appalling, but it was not 
at one lime impossible, that that great 
world-tr.'igcdy should have been dr, niile-l 


by another, and that we should have seen 
the greatest calamity which could befall 
mankind — a struggle between two first- 
class Powers. Speaking for the Govern- 
ment, I may say that we have done all 
we could, consistently with national 
honour, to avert that calamity. I, speak- 
ing for my colleagues, gladly grant that 
we have been met in a like spirit by the 
Government with which we have had 
dealings. ” 

It goes without saying that the 
announcement made by Mr. Balfour was 
received throughout the country' with 
feelings of profound relief. Conscious of 
Ihe strength of its position, resolute in 
its determination not to allow the outrage 
to pass into the limbo of purely diplo- 
matic controversy, confident in the 
capacity of the Navy to take what w^ar- 
like steps might be necessary, the nation 
naturally shrank from the thought of 
becoming so soon involved in another 
devastating war. The conflict in South 
Africa had caused such countless bereave- 
ments, had been attended by such grave 
financial, industrial, and commercial de- 
pression, was even now an open sore in 
thousands of saddened homes and 
shattered businesses, that a peaceful, if 
honourable outcome of the present crisis 
Avas intensely w'clcome. For, although 
it was understood that the cloud had not 
yet rolled away, it Avas felt that the 
trouble had assumed a different aspect. 
Mr. Balfour’s speech had shoAvn clearly 
that, at one stage during the past fcAV 
days, the situation h.ad, indeed, been 
extraordinarily critical, and that a .score 
of things might haAC occurred to precipi- 
tate a ” locking of horns,” from Avhich 
no extrication Avould have been possible 
until a terrible end liad been reached. 
That tense condition of affairs Avas over, 
and uilh the continuance of siu'h .sensiide 
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and enlightened counsels as had already 
prevailed on both sides, a completely 
satisfactory solution of the difficulty 
might surely be hoped for. 

This satisfaction and hopefulness on 
the part of the British public were con- 
siderably enhanced by the discovery that 
the settlement arrived at had been greatly 
assisted by the good offices of France. 
No sooner had 
Mr. Balfour’s an- 
nouncement be- 
c o m e generally 
known than evi- 
dence began to 
accumulate that 
our neighbours 
across the Channel 
had acted from the 
first a part in re- 
ference to the out- 
rage which was 
splendidly worthy 
of a great and 
high-minded 
nation. Promptly 
perceiving that 
war between their 
allies and their 
friends would be 
a calamity second 
only to a war in 
which they them- 
selves were implicated, the French 
Government set themselves to make 
ever}’ possible effort to bring about 
a better understanding, and the con- 
summate friendliness and tact displayed 
to this honourable end will always re- 
main one of the brightest features of the 
incident. It will, perhaps, never be 
generally known exactly what steps were 
taken by M. Dclcasse, the French Minis- 
ter for Foreign .Affairs, and M. Cambon, 
tlic French .Anibassador in London, to 
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produce a rapprochement in place of the 
extremely dangerous situation which at 
one time undoubtedly existed. But there 
is no question, and on no side has there 
been any disposition to raise a question, 
as to the immense importance of the 
good offices of France on this occasion, 
good offices which were the more signifi- 
cant in that they were rendered on the 

eve of the discus- 
sion of the Anglo- 
French agreement 
in the French Par- 
liament. 

On the Continent 
generally, the news 
that Great Britain 
and Russia had 
come to an ar- 
w i t h 
to the 
North Sea outrage 
was received with 
marked gratifica- 
tion. In Austria 
and Italy, par- 
ticularly, there 
was great re- 
joicing over the 
prospect of a 
peaceful solution 
of a difficulty 
which had caused 
The Austrians ap- 
pear to have specially admired the 

spectacle of the numerous and powerful 

British squadrons “ assembling at a few 
hours’ notice, and clearing for action 
without flurry or mishap,” a spectacle 
rightly regarded in A'icnna ns far more 
impressive than organi.sed parades of 
strength, like the Jubilee naval reviews. 
This sight, to quote the A'icnna corres- 
pondent of the Times, was expected to 
work as a most salutarv reminder in 
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qinrtcrs where tlic reminder w'ls sorely 
needed, while friends of Inglmd re 
joiced to sec th it the British XnNy, which 
tiiej reg irded is the sohdest guinntee 
of hhcrt\ ind justice in the world, should 
In\e been reidy it i moment s notice to 
cmplnsise the principle that wnnton 
wrong»doing on the high sens shnll not 
go unpunislicd 1 he 2 rihma of Rome 
went further, nnd decl ircd thnt EngHod 
Ind acquired i new right to be considered 
the n itur d champion of justice and 
hum mill Such a result, it observed, 

‘ IS well worth a slight sacrifice of 
amour propre, one may s ly that England 
Ins won two battles, of which certainly 
the most glorious is lint which she Ins 
won over herself ’ 

I ven (jerminy was not behindhand in 
i knowlcdging’ tint tiic issue of the 
negnli ittons redounded to the credit of 
the British Oov eminent, ‘whicli Ind an 
iltogcthcr esception illy strong case, but 
exercised the greatest moderation andj 
wisdom in pressing it upon the Russian 
(lov eminent ’ \t the s imc time the 
feeling was expressed in sonic circles in 
Berlin tint 1 ngland had lost a golden 
opportumtv of erushing her triditional 
eiumv, tint the outrage would Jcivc 
1)1 hind it a residuum of uns itisfied 
rincmir, ind tint m anv case it was 
somewint doubtful whether Russian 
mellinils of cv ision and procrastination 
would not hinder a rc illv satisfaclorv 
outcome of the present arrangement 
lliL list (1 1\ of (October siw matters 
liitwten 1 m,l ind ind Russia in a fair 
w IV l«»w irds iinu iblc settlement, the 
vu dirst imhn^ being that a jwrtion of the 
Ku>snn I Ifct would remain for the 
ji'esini t \ igo, and lint no time veould 
b lost in linking the ncecssnrs pripnri- 
tions for the assenibling of the Inter- 
n ition il Commis'.ion a^nctl ujxm But 


the cirly d lys of November Iirought ccr- 
t iin complications, wliieli, for i fortnight 
It Ic 1st, produced on ill sides a feeling 
of gre It uneasiness lest, after all, the 
situation should igain become acute 
I’ublic opinion, even in Gre it Brit un, 
vv is not i little stirred by the occurrences 
o'" this inxioiis period, which seemed to 
indicate i weakening tendenev on the 
p irt of the British Government, notwith 
standing the conlinucd vigil incc and 
readiness of the British licet Ihe 
latter m uni lined its imposing altitude, 
both in liomc waters and at Gibriltir 
At Portlind on November jst tlie eight 
bittlcships ind four cruisers of the Home 
licet were ready for action, together 
with four of tliQ^ ships of the Cruiser 
Squ idron, a squadron of eight cruisers 
and torpedo gunbo Its and fifty-nine des 
troyers and torpedo boats of v inous 
types, in all one hundred ind three ships 
of war At Gibriltir or in tlie neigh- 
bourhood there were on the s imc <1 ite 
fourteen billleships thirteen (irst cl iss 
irmoured and other eruisers ind i 
strong flotilla of torpedo boat destroyers 
During the past few divs i portion of 
the l^ussi in B iltic I Icet h id been 
assembled it langier pending the in- 
quire whieli was to tile pi lee it \ igo, 
and which, m this countrv, w is expected 
to list some little time To tlie gcneril 
surprise It w is suddenly announced th it 
on November 1st all the Russiin w ir- 
ships remaining at \ igo Ind left the 
harbour, mcrelv leiving bthmd them 
four ofiicers, one a Ciptam Cl ido, s lul 
to be tlie bearer to St Petersburg of 
\dminl Rorlukstvenskv's del iilcd 
olllci il report, the rem under being- three 
lieutenants del tiled to give evidence 
before the Intern iltoni! Commis‘>ion of 
Iiiquirv On Novemlitr 3rd it \ is 
known tint \dmir il Ko/hdeslvtnekv hid 
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arrived with his battleships at 'laiiLtier, 
and a few days later the Rtissian Second 
Pacific Squadron jiroceeded ealnily on its 
way to the h'ar Past, some of the ships 
makinij: their way tlirou.qdi the Straits of 
Gibraltar uith the eiident intention of 
g'ointt; tlirouifh the Suck Caiud, the others 
proceedint,'" to the South with a view to 
roundinqf the Cape of Good Hope. 

This was not at all what the British 
public had been led by the firm 
lanijuai^'c of Mr. Balfour to expect, and 
a »fOod deal of indig'nant surprise was 
expressed at the turn which affairs had 
taken. It ^\as felt, and not altoqether, 
perhaps, unreasonably, that Russia was 
trcatiiyq- the matter of the International 
Inquiry somewhat 
p c r f u n c torily by 
leaving" only three 
or four witnesses, 
none of them of 
hig-h rank, to g'ivc 
evidence before it. 

It was also clear 
that, except by 
“ shadowing- ” Ad- 
miral Rozhdestven- 
sky's ships for the 
remainder of their 
voyage, Great Brit- 
ain would lose the 
control of the situa- 
tion, which she had 
enjoyed so long as 
the Russian Fleet, 
or even an appre- 
ciable portion of it, 
remained in the 
neighbourhood of Gibraltar. It was also 
thought that Admiral Rozhdestvensky 
was escaping rather too easily from the 
consequences ol an act of which he had 
assumed the full responsibility. It was 
argued that before the world Great Britain 
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would .seem to have made a great deal of 
noi.se and to ha\e pul il.self to a great 
deal ol expen.se and inconvenience in order 
to .secure wliat wa.s apparently a ^■cry 
trifling re.sull. It must be admitted that 
.s-ome of the irritation thus cxpre.s.sed was 
justified by the rather mocking references 
of certain foreign journals to the fact that 
Russian methods were likely in this in- 
stance to prove successful, since Great 
Britain could hardly now hope to secure 
much more than the indemnity which 
Russia had from the first been willing to 
j):iy. 

Matters were in this un.satisfactory 
state when at the Guildhall Banquet on 
November qth the Marquis of Lansdowne 

was enabled to 
make a statement 
which, to some ex- 
tent, i n d u c e d a 
calmer frame of 
mind on the part of 
the British public. 
Speaking of the 
fewness of the wit- 
nesses left behind at 
Mgo by the Rus- 
s i a n Fleet, the 
Foreign Secretary 
said that the res- 
ponsibility for the se- 
lection lay with the 
Russian Govern- 
ment, and it w'ould 
be a great mistake 
to relieve them of it. 
“But,” he con- 
tinued, “ we have 
within the last day or two received from 
them a distinct assurance that the officers 
detained were those actually implicated in 
this disaster, and we have received a 
further supplementary assurance that if 
it should result from the investigations of 
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tlic Intcrmtioml Commission tint other 
oHicers were culpable, those ofheers also 
will be adcqintcK punished 

Lnfortun ltd) this pronouncement, 
while it soothed nritish susceptibilities, 
produced a fresh 
compile ition b) 
j'r i\ itin^ the grow- 
ing inno)nnce in 
Russia on the subject 
of the punishment of 
the offenders The 
Russian \ lew w is 
that for one Power 
to diet itc to another 
the punishment of 
the 1 ittcr s ofliccrs 
w IS in irrogint 
ind u n j u s 1 1 fiablc 
proceeding It was 
further pointed out 
ih It Admir il Ro/h 
desi\cnsl \ s report, 
to which full ere 
dence was iltached 
It St Petersburg 
hid introduced the question whether the 
Russian n i\ il olheers ^\ho directed the 
firing were not fuIlN justifie<l in their 
iction, and whether Cire it Hritain Ind 
not, m fict, brought the \ortli Sea out 
r ige on hersilf In kiuling assistance to 
the m\sitrious torpedo boats 

1 or I tune the feeling aroused in 
Russi I on this punishment question 
would Sicm from the langu ige of the 
Pn ss to ha\t been fulR as bitter as tint 
ruisi 1 in 1 ngland b\ tlu c dm re sump 
tion 1>\ the Hiltic Meet of its >o\agc 
aftir the h is(\ inquire at \ igo Rut the 
ri il truth seems to be tint much of the 
iirimons im|>nrled into the contro\crs> 
«n tills aeeount was cirefulR manufac- 
tuml It is siiggcstctl tint the Tsar and 
Count I-nmsdorf would wilhngh base 


agreed to promise the punishment of the 
officers concerned in the firing’, had, m 
point of fact entered into a proMsioml 
undertaking to this effect but were sub- 
scqucnlR induced to adopt a different 
ittitudc b) the repre- 
sentations of the 
Russian Admiralt) 
Once again the 
efforts of th it head 
strong’ dep irtment, 
or rather of the per 
son igcs at the head 
of It, were directed 
to bringing about a 
breach between Rus 
SI i ind Great Rnl nn, 
and the) c mnot h nc 
fallen %cr\ far short 
of success L Iti 
matcl) the question 
was settled In the 
modifie ition of one of 
the Articles of the 
proposed Conxcntion 
— \rticle II — so th it 
the possible rcspnnsibilit) not only of 
Russia but of (ireat Rritain or sonic 
other countrs should form tlie subject 
of inquirs 

It rcni iins to bring i long stor\ to a 
dose b\ giving tlic oflienl translation of 
the Agreement cvcntualK signed at St 
Petersburg b\ our Ambassador, Sir 
Cli irles Ilirdmge ind Count I amsihirf 
The terms of this histone document were 
as follows — 

* His Rntanme Majestv s (lovernmcnt 
and the Imperiil Russian fiovernment 
hiving igreed (o entrust to in Inlcr- 
n ition d Commission of Inquirv as- 
sembled conform iblv to \rliclts I\ to 
of the H iguc Convention of the 
eqth JuU, 1899 for the nacific ^fju lemt nt 
of intermlion il di k of 
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nnd in conducting; the in\csti£jntions 
which it will Inxc to mike, slnll be 
cqu'ilh shared b> the two Go\ernmcnts 
‘ In faith whereof the undersi^rncd 
liiNC signed the present agreement 
(declaration) and afTiscd their seals 
to it. 

Done in duplicate at St Petersburg, 
a^th '\o\embcr, 1904 

\t this point we maj lea\c the episode 
of the North Sea outrage for the present 
Admiral Ko?lulcst\enskj with the major 
portion of his fleet is now steaming along 
the west coast of \frica the remainder 
of his ships arc preparing to enter the 
Suc7 Can d The British Ka\> is 
graduallj assuming its ordinarj aspect 
ind the British public has regained its 
c ilm Diplomacj h is reasserted its 
swa\, and for the present it onl> remains 
to iwait the assembling of the Inter, 
national Commission with patience and 
good temper But whatever the out 
come ma\ be, the actu d happenings of 
*hc past month will be long in fading 
out of men s minds The mere fact that 
Kussia and Great Britain were litcrallv 
on tiic brink of w ir is alone sufTicient to 
invest the whole of tins ansious period 
with peculiar interest for the readers of 
this narrative The participation of the 
B iltic I ktt in what occurred, the illcged 
implication of Japan also as the real 


fans cl ongo malt, the questions of 
ncutralilv incidental!} involved, ire all 
points of added interest But these arc 
of small significance compared with the 
cert lint) of the frightful consequences 
which must have ensued had the limit 
been transgressed and the Russo- 

Japanese War been converted into what 
might have swiftlj become a W orld W ar, 
more terrible more dev ast iting than any 
}ct recorded in historj That moderate 
counsels, tactful statesmanship and the 
kindly intervention of a third great 
Power did much to avert that unspeak- 
able cal imity may be readily granted 
But for m iny it will lx; an abiding con- 
viction that wliat re illy kept the peace 
was the British Plcct Be this as it 
mav it IS not likely tint the civilised 
world will readily forget the part played 
by that tremendous inslilution in isscrt- 
mg Great Brit iin s angry refusal to allow 
the lives of her humblest citizens to be 
trifled With Incidentally it may be re 
marked ih ii while land forces as 1 irgc 
as those marshalled by Russia ind J ipan 
on the Sha ho have prcvioush operated 
in time of war no such assemblage of 
fighting ships has ever yet cleared for 
action IS that which in this side issue of 
the Russo Jap inesc struggle came into 
business like being under the glorious 
White I nsign of Lngland 
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J'i>KT AKTlifR ONC!' Mdfn-”- 

I one 05 5 !:5 \/(! n 

Til! ItlUTltliAV A1TA< K.” 

A ‘l the rlovr of ('haptrr l.X\*lll. oijr 

ii;ii ! ;ili\ I- (if tiir Sifs^<’ of i’oif 

Arthur iiatl Iutu ijioiu^hl tiowst to Si p- 
toiuhur I5lh, hy v. liich liuic tlsu japaiic-t: 
had athauocd to a line (fpn-srutrd 
rouchh hv the an- a i-irch- staitiiu: in 
tin- norliuTU poitioss of j’i^o-oii Hay. aitd 
I'timsintr t!u-ou!^h Slusi-.shl-yiit” to a poiisl 
in 'r,'i-khu Uay aliout four itiilrs nort!t>uast 
of (ioUloit Ifili, 

It is 5)o\v more than t'\er I'acessary 
lo ui\dersta55d the diffei'em'e f)et\\ee5i llte 
main and siiljsidlary deftmees »)f !*orl 
Arthur, 'I'errifile as has l een tlie tij^ltt- 
iuij up to date, fearfid as the losses 
suffered by tlte j;i[)am*se uncitiostionahly 
are, substantial :is is tlie progress which 
they have made in the accos5iplis!55nent of 
their tremendous lasle, it snusl be i-e- 
membered that :is yet the attackers Iiavc 
not captured a sins^le one of the series 
of fjrcatcr forts, the positions of wliieh 
arc indicated in the Plan on page 152 
of the present \’o]umc. Accoi-dinyly, the 
work which now lies before them is even 
yet more "rim and deadly than that which 
for the pa.'.t three months has made such 
lieavy and constant deinands upon their 
maqfnificent stock of reckless courage 
and tenacity. 

At the same time it would be a j^ravc 
ei'ror to' suppose that the Japanese have 
only, so far, touched the fring-e of the 
Port Arthur defences. Although be- 
tween the main line of forts and the 
outer line of works a sharp distinction 
must be drawn, the latter in the case of 


PoiJ Aflliur ;iri‘ of ^u<•h great ‘-trcnglh, 
aJ5d ficcupy sta b an (mornious area, that 
it i*. hatdiy tiat much to say that their 
r« dticiioji is liicrally, as wid! ;is meta- 
phorieally, h.df the irattlc. Of these 

outer deteuces rtf) plan which will be 
at.iil.ible for a ifing time to cotui; is likely 
to be really acciir.tle, for the simple 
reason that, e\e)) after the siege coni- 
meiK'ed, fresh ufuks appc.ar lo have been 
eonstrueted, and great I'fforts made to 
strengtherr lhf)si‘ ah'eady in es'istencc 
until their eharaeter had, largely speak- 
ing, been altered. .\s .a rule there is a 
marked differetree between adv.'inced 

works and those constituting the main 
line of a fortress’s defence, the formtu' 
oftcJi h.'ir'dly being worthy to be rci^nnlcd 
as comitig under the head of “ permanent 
forlilication. ” But ;it Port Arthur some 
of the auxiliarw works were I'caily of 
immense strength. .\ correspondent of 
the 7'inics gives an intei'csling descrip- 
tion of the outer forts lying close to 
Shui-shi-ying' which may be taken as 
an cx.ample of this auxiliary system. 

” Two lunettes or flanked redans, eacli 
in plan forming the equal sides of an 
isosceles triangle, with shorter perpen- 
diculars at their unjoined ends, were 
constructed. Deep moats, in which wei'C 
built bomb-pi'oof defences, roofed wdtli 
steel plates covered w'ith earth, sur- 
rounded them. In front, connecting the 
apices of the lunettes, -which measured 
thirty yards across their open bases, was 
a vast crown work. It extended like a 
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hollow square across the valley-head back again time after time until a final 


between Fort Er-lung-shan and Pan- 
lung-shan. The parapets or walls were 
of earth not less than twenty-five feet 
thick. Behind these, balks of timber, 
iron plates, etc., covered with many feet 
of earth, constituted shelters safe from 
fire for the garrison. This great work 
was defended by no few'er than tw’O field 
guns, tw^o mortars, three quick-firing 
guns, and four machine guns, disposed 
in the west lunette and east and west 
rear lunettes. Besides these inner de- 
fences, three great fougasses, or mines, 
filled Avith huge stones, to explode by 
electricity, were dug and carefully hidden 
in front of the crowm work. Inside, 
again, Avere torpedo tubes, fish-lorpcdoes, 
and, last but not least, 1,000 stout 
Siberian riflemen.” 

The fact that the Japanese had already 
captured several w^orks of this descrip- 
tion must surely be taken as strong 
evidence of their capacity for dealing in 
due course Avith the greater forts of the 
main line. 

It Avill also be readily understood that 
in a progressiA^e siege — as distinct from 
one in Avhich the besiegers merely sit 
round a place and wait for starAmtion 
to produce surrender — the advantages 
attached to a strong inner line of de- 
fences are often sensibly decreased by 
the Avear and tear of the incidental fight- 
ing, as Avell as by the insidious approach 
of the determined enemy. As long as 
the auxiliary line is held there is CAmry 
cause for hopefulness, for a Amriety of 
things may happen, if not to bring the 
siege to an end, at any rate to render 
it easier to keep the attackers at arm’s 
length. But, AA'hen one by one the 
advanced Avorks fall, and are promptly 
occupied by an enemy Avhich refuses to 
be turned out, or, if turned out, comes 


foothold is gained, the moral and 
material effect upon the defence begins 
to become serious. HoAvever scientifi- 
cally constructed the inner forts may be, 
the fact that they constitute, practically 
speaking, a last resort is apt to be 
strangely impressiA^e, and its significance 
is enhanced by the greater frequency 
and accuracy Avith Avhich the enemy’s 
shells come dropping into the heart of 
the defence, mostly to no purpose it may 
be, but here and there doing real damage 
and discounting seriously the chances of 
the final struggle. 

Casualties, too, may sap the confidence 
of the besieged in their main line of 
defence. Of course, to garrison a con- 
ti'acted ring of forts does not require as 
many men as are needed to hold a greater 
outer circle, or semi-circle, or arc of 
scattered AVorks. But, Avhen fighting in 
the advanced line of defences has been so 
desperate as has been the case at Port 
Arthur, the sadly attenuated garrison 
cannot but be, to some extent, de- 
pressed by the thought that perhaps tAvice 
their number have already been killed or 
Avounded in the attempt to resist an 
enemy Avho Avill not be repulsed, and 
AAdiose striking poAver is maintained by 
constant reinforcements. 

All these considerations must be care- 
fully Aveighed in order to grasp the sig- 
nificance of the stage at Avhich the siege 
of Port Arthur had arrived about the 
middle of September. For noAv, to all 
intents and purposes, the attack has 
passed out of the intermediate stage dealt 
Avith in Chapter LVUI., and an organised 
attempt is about to be made to Avear down 
the resistance of some of the main line 
forts. By this Ave must not infer that all 
the auxiliary defences hav'c been captured 
and occupied, for, as Avill be gathered 
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fiom the succeeding^ nnrntnc, there nre 
}et importnnt positions held bj the Rus 
suns in front of llicir greater works, 
positions which it will cost the Jnpnnesc 
weeks of fierce fighting to g'lin Also it 
will be understood tint the line we h'i\e 
roughlj drawn to represent Japanese 
progress up to this point must not be 
followed too precise!', especnll), per 
Inps, as regards Shui shi >ing From 
some accounts it would appear that the 
latter w is still in the Russian hands 
about this time and in one map, pur 
porting to be highlj authoritatne the 
J ipancsc arc represented as being on 
August 28th still north of Shut shi Mng 
while on September 2ist thc> arc an 
equal distance to the south of it The 
truth sterns to be tint, while the tide of 
success m this quarter ebbed and flowed 
i good deal during August and Septem 
her a portion at least of Shui shi >ing 
was prctt\ stoadil) held bj the Japanese 
from, at anN rile, about the middle of 
August 

In tins connection the relatnc positions 
of Shui shi Mng and Wolfs Hdl ma) 
ha\e caused some dubictj in the minds 
of the readers of this narratiic It will 
he rcmcinhcrcd tint wc lii'C hitherto 
located Wolfs Hill ahoul half a mile 
south of Sluii shi Mng, and this is where 
It IS marked on the maps printed m the 
7 tmes on \ugiisi iSth ind agiin on 
Siptimbtr 17th Ihit in liter maps the 
position of the hill h is been shifted lo the 
north oj- north west of Slim shi \ing The 
discrtpanc' is not of first-class import 
met in i mrr line like this in which some 
corrections b\ the light of 1 iter informa 
lion are ineMtablc Uut it will scree to 
show the occasion il difficulties which the 
mnsricntious compiler c\tn of a pnpuHr 
war lustors his to f icc It should also 
support the present writer s plea that, 
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if in this detail he has erred, he Ins at 
least erred in excellent companj ’ 

Let us now cndca\oiir to picl up the 
thread of our fighting stor) It will be 
recalled that at dawn on September i^th 
the Japanese bombardment from Shui 
shijing, Pahchwang, and Pigeon B ij 
was redoubled in intensitj This now 
appears to ha\c been due to the bringing 
up of some cxcccdinglj powerful siege 
guiis n in howitzers, which arc heaxier 
than anj artillcrj the Japanese hue 
hitherto had in position Ha\ing placed 
these monsters in battery, the Japanese 
now proceed with what is known as the 
sap ad\ance ag- unst the great forts which 
irc now their main objcctnc In sapping, 
a trench is first dug under protection of 
a sap roller or iron screen , from this 
another trench is pushed forw ird 
diagonally to a con\enicnt distance 
when another trench is dug parallel to 
the flrst and so on By this means the 
attackers can approach closer and closer 
to their objcctne without exposing them 
scUcs unduK to the defenders fire until 
the time comes to issue from tlic 1 ist 
parallel and make a final rush at tlic 
fortification which it is hoped to capture 

On September 19th commenced the hig 
assault foreshadowed m Chapter I \ III , 
of which Fr lung shan and Chi huan sh m 
(sometimes called Kikwanshan) were 
the principal objeclnes These arc the 
Nos ^ and 6 on the Plan on page i;)2 
Simullancouslv an elTort w is to be m ide 
lo capture two new forts which had been 
built on what is known as ^Ictrc Range 
to co'cr the approach to the I-t/u slim 
ind \n tzu slnn forts (Nos i md 2 on 
the PI ml There were tlso four luntitts 
••outh of Shut shi Mng which had to he 
ucnlt With before ans real hcadwa' could 
be made 

Of the i per itions immcilnttb south of 
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Shui-shi-ying a very vivid account is 
furnished by Mr. B. W. Norregard, the 
War Correspondent to the Daily Mail 
with the Japanese Army before Port 
Arthur. Mr. Norregard writes : — 

“ To take Er-lung-shan it was neces- 
sary first to capture Lung-yen redoubt, 
which, together with the lunettes, had 
been unsuccessfully attacked on August 
19 and 20, the positions forming a large 
wedge in the investing lines, making 
attacks on I-tzu-shan from the east and 
Er-lung-shan from the north impossible. 

“ The whole line of forts was shelled 
from early in the morning, but the main 
bombardment was concentrated on the 
above - mentioned fortifications at two 
in the afternoon. The lunettes were 
constructed at the corners of the 
large parallelogram connected with the 
trenches. Tho.se on the north-west side 
were strongest, being armed with two 
quick-firers, one field gun, and three 
machine guns. 

“ Two regiments were detailed to at- 
tack them. Two battalions in the evening 
and tw'ice in the night assaulted the 
strongest lunette, which had in front of 
it a deep trench and a deep wall stopping 
the advance. A standing fight took place 
under the breastwork, beth sides using 
hand grenades effectively. Two com- 
panies attacked a small lunette on the 
north-west, but all attacks \vere repulsed. 

“ From dawn on September 20 for 
man)' hours a tremendous shrapnel fire 
was poured on all the lunettes. Saps 
had been constructed to wfithin fifty 
yards, and from the strongest a whole 
regiment which had been concentrated at 
this point rushed the lunette at nine 
o’clock in the morning, using scaling 
ladders. After a fierce hand-to-hand 
struggle, the Japanese rushed into the 
connecting trenches and took three other 


lunettes after a brief resistance. The 
shrapnel fire of the Japanese demoralised 
the defenders. 

“ Simultaneously Lung-yen was at- 
tacked by four battalions. This position 
Avas held by two companies with three 
field guns and several machine guns. 
It Avas surrounded by a fifteen-feet deep 
moat, Avith almost perpendicular sides, 
the Avails being A'ery steep. There Avere 
tAA'O strong kaponiers inside, and the 
redoubt Avas loopholed and protected by 
sandbag trenches. 

“ On the cA’ening of September 19th 
tAA'o battalions attacked the north-east 
corner, Avhere a breach had been made 
by shells. One battalion attacked the 
eastern and the other the Avestern 
trenches, but both Avere repulsed. 

“ After several hours’ bombardment 
the attack Avas I'enewed at noon. The 
Japanese adA'anced through a breach, and 
a fierce and protracted hand-to-hand fight 
took place inside the redoubt. 

“ The kaponiers Avere smashed by 
hand grenades in the attack on the 
trenches, but the Japanese made little 
headway, and Avere unable to cut off the 
retreat of the Russians, Avho saA'ed their 
'machine guns and destroyed the large 
guns. They retreated at 4.30 o’clock. 
The Japanese casualties AV'cre over a 
thousand.” 

Not less difficult and desperate AA'as 
the assault delivered against the Russian 
defences on Metre Range. Here, as 
noted above, Avere tAVo Avorks of recent 
construction on hills knoAvn as 180 Metre 
and 203 hlctre Hill respectively- On the 
former Avas a plateau round Avhich ran 
trenches fronted by Avire entanglements. 
The Avork on 203 Metre Hill Avas of much 
greater strength, forming a large paral- 
lelogram 100 yards by 500. Its trenches 
Avere revetted — i.c. their slopes Averc 
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strcng'thencd — sandbaj^'s, and over- 
head protection was afforded by steel 
plates covered v/itb additional layers of 
timber and earth. This work, which was 
also protected by wire entanglements, 
mounted two heavy guns, three field 
guns, and three machine guns. 

The trenches on 180 Metre Hill appear 
to have been carried with little diffi- 
culty after an extremely severe artillery 
preparation. But the other work offered 
a much more serious resistance. Mr. 
Xorregard says ; — 

“ The saps were carried to the foot of 
203 J\Ietre Hill from the south-wesr. On 
the 19th there was no attack. On the 
20th one regiment made an assault from 
the saps, but was unable to reach the 
breastwork owing to the furious fire. A 
battalion from another regiment attacked 
from the west side, and had to pass over 
an open field about 300 yards in extent. 
Two bodies of men, each numbering 
about sixty, tried to cross by spreading 
out and running at top speed. The 
shrapnels from 203 Metie Hill killed 
every man. This was the best artillery 
practice seen in the war. 

“ On September 21st, at dawn, both 
regiments made a combined assault from 
the south-west. They gained a position 
close under a fort, when a false report 
that the hill had been taken stopped the 
artillery fire at a critical moment, giving 
the Russians the opportunity for re- 
pulsing the attacking force with heavy 
losses. : 

“ At noon one regiment succeeded in 
taking the north-west corner, and held 
it for hours in spite of a tremendous 
shelling. . . . On Russian reinforce- 
ments arriving, the Japanese were forced 
out later. Attacks on September 23rd 
and 24th failed, and the attempt was 
relinquished, the Japanese, however. 


holding 180 Metre Hill, though they 
were unable to slay on the plateau.” 

Of the fighting during the four days 
from September 19th to 23rd a separate 
report is submitted to the Tsar by 
General Stoessel, who claims, rvith some 
justice, that the main Japanese assaults 
were heroically repulsed. He admits, 
however, that two field redoubts— the 
T emple Redoubt and the Reservoir Re- 
doubt — remained in the enemy’s hands, 
and that the Japanese destroyed the 
reservoir. The Temple Redoubt may be 
identical with the Lung-yen of Mr. 
Xorregard ’s narrative. The Reservoir 
Redoubt seems to be one of several 
forts named after Kuropatkin. This 
one is said to have been situated to the 
south of Pa-Ii-chwang and to the north- 
east of the Parade Ground, having been 
built for the purpose of protecting the 
main water supply. The loss of this 
woik did not, of course, deprive the 
garrison of all chance of procuring fresh 
water, as there were springs inside the 
fortress, and plenty of machinery for 
condensing sea water. But the destruc- 
tion of the reservoirs must have been 
severely felt. 

The total casualties in the assault on 
Metre Range were 2,400, of which 
2,000 were incurred on 203 Metre Hill. 
Brigadier-General Yamatoto was among 
those killed in the 180 Metre Hill affair. 

‘‘ The Japanese,” says Mr. Xorregard, 

” showed great gallantry in storming 
strong positions, while the Russians 
stubbornly resisted the onset of over- 
Avhelming- forces and the tremendous 
shelling, manfully awaiting the charges, 
fighting to the bitter end, and even 
making Augorous counter-attacks. The 
greatest individual braA-ery Avas displayed 
by the Russians in spite of the aAvfuI 
stress of the long siege. 
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“ Holh Sides used Innd i^remdcs filled 
with tjun-colton, ^^d with n fuse tint 
1 urns for fifteen seconds These 
jjrcn ules were often picked up nnd re 
thrown lhe% pro\ed \er\ cffcclnc 
Lnlterh, niso, the^ hue been fired from 
lujht, bimboo hooped morlnrs, whose 
nnije \'incs from jO to 200 \nrds with 
n rcmiHled clnrj;c Iloth Russnns ind 
J ipnnese frequenth threw stones nt one 
mother It is rjenenll\ impossible to 
cut the wire cnt'inqlemcnts 

\ strong electric current runs ilont; 
the wire Now niid then the poles nre 
ett but this is T. dilhcult nnd dangerous 
t isk bometimcs the men, co'crcel with 
bullet proof shields, cut the wire, but 
mote frequcntl) the) fnsten ropes to the 
poles, Inuhn^ nt them from the snps 
Whtfi it ms discoicrcd tint the poles 
were wire-bneed, thc\ were often 
b! isted b\ lony bamboos filled with bhek 
smoke git mg powder 1 iicsc were often 
uset! in the ntt icks on the kaponters and 
liomb proof shelters inside the forts, 
ehokmg the defenders anti screening the 
ittael ers from ^ icw 

' It most often hippms ih it the men 
trcip 1j\ night to the entanglements, and. 
King tm their backs, cut, and c\tn bite, 
tile wire When the searcMigbts arc 
turned on tbeni tlie men pretend to be 
1 died or woundwl ^\ hen this ruse was 
t'lveoNcretl the Kussnns finding it im- 
possible to ch-tingiiish between the being 
mil the tie ul fired on the wounded in 
the amhuhnees 

In nthliiion to the Temple and Kcscr- 
\otr Kctloubts the J ipanese tiurmg tins 
crus of issiuhs captured some siipplc- 
nuntir\ works, the possission of which 
enihlid them to bring fresh guns into 

siti >n ind so continue the snp -uIx met 
to g<vHl p irpost I ro o <lt t Ills ftirnislud 
ofi Cl tlK to ‘'t IV te fsburg c^irrcspom'cntb 


of leading Pans journ ils, it would seem 
til it the Russi ins did not reg ird these 
successes \cr^ senousK, in \tcw of the 
belief tint the girnson still lurmhcrtd 
12,000 men in good health, and tli it pro 
Mstons were ihuntlant On the other 
hand, it was idmittcd tint immunition 
was falling low, anti tint the C met guns 
with which some of the forts were armctl 
were no longer working well 

As regards the proxisions incident il 
information a\ iilablc about this period 
indicates that the girnson Inti for the 
present a sufiiciLnci of food, but tint the 
tinneti meat supplies were no irl\ ev- 
il uisted Tbirt) tlonkcis were now 
being slaughtered daiK for fresh me it, 
wliieli was worth ibout i pound 
Fggs cost lod c leh 

iltforc resuming our nirntne <»f fht 
I intl operations it should be mentionetl 
here tint on the night of September iSth 
the J ipancsc sufl’ereil i sonu w h it serious 
loss b\ the sinking of the irmmireil 
gunboit Uei yen This \essel w is on 
gagetl in guard dut) m Pigeon 11 1\ when 
It dusk a storm arose md he i\\ se is 
were encountered The //ri-iru w is en 
dcatouring to return to her b isc, when 
she suddenK struck a flo itmg mine, 
which cvplodetl under her starboirt! side 
amidships The \cssel begin to smi , 
and m ittcmpl w is nnde to lower tin 
boats These, hnweier, were swampid, 
mtl all hut I handful of the ship s 
compm\ were drowned, the tot il loss 
being 197 

During the remainder of Siptemlur llu 
garrison of Port Arthur enjins, to iisi 
Oentril Stoessel s words eompiritm 
tranqinllitv Ihit the J ip mt se were 
gradu iU\ driwmg t loser, mil on Sijv- 
tcnilier rkih llu\ comnuiuid slullmg not 
onK the gn at< r forts hut iIk ships in the 
Inrloir, sMiril of uhidi were IndK 
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knocked nboul. 'I'he Pobicda \v:is hit 
once, the Rcti’isiJn four limes, the 
Pcrcsvicl four limes, nnd U\c Poltava five 
times. Some smaller craft wore sunk or 


they were Iryintf to capture the heavy 
.ifuns which tlie Japanese had mounted in 
lhal vieinitY. Ihey were in considerable 
force, with field artillery, and made 



A FLAG OF TRUCE. 


set on fire. The battleships were ob- 
served to be working their pumps, and 
vising junks for landing their crews. 

On September 28th and 2gth severe 
fighting is reported on the west shore of 
Liau-ti'Shan near Pigeon Bay, the Rus- 
sians being the aggressors. Apparently 


several ineffectual sorties from the 
western forts. 

On the night of October Sth the 
Japanese landed a force in Ta-khe Bay, 
the Russians retiring in the face of 
superior numbers. On the next day the 
Japanese were driven out by the Russian 
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artillery, one gun winch the Japanese had 
already mounted being, according to Rus- 
sian reports, destroyed. 

Trivial as the last-mentioned incidents 
may appear when compared with the 
major operations of the siege, they are 
of interest as showing how general was 
the fighting all round the fortress at this 
stage, how careful the besiegers were to 
exercise a steady and continuous pres- 
sure, and how alert the defenders to 
contest, wherever possible, the gradual 
advance of the enemy. Particular atten- 
tion may be paid to the Russian sorties, 
which, although not always effective, 
were carried out with commendable 
vigour and gallantry. Sorties are the 
habitual accompaniment of every well- 
conducted defence, and serve the double 
purpose of harassing the attack and 
enabling the besieged from time to time 
to shake off the demoralising influences 
which are apt to creep over men who 
for months have been fighting under 
cover. 

During October and November the 
attempts to run cargoes of provisions, 
ammunition, and coal into Port Arthur 
became increasingly frequent, and sensa- 
tional accounts are given of the daring 
displayed b}" those engaged in these ex- 
ploits, and of the inducements offered 
to adventurers of various nationalities, 
Great Britain, one is sorry to say, in- 
cluded, to take the very serious risks 
involved. At one time it is said that no 
fewer than six firms were systematically 
engaged in the extremely profitable busi- 
ness of blockade-running. The craft 
usually employed were junks, of which 
an average of one in three was generally 
captured or sunk by one of the Japanese 
guardships, the prices obtained for the 
two remaining cargoes covering fhe loss 
and leaving a big margin of profit. 


Vigilant as the Japanese were, it was 
impossible for them to prevent supplies 
Teaching the enemy in this way. Their 
only consolation lay in the fact that 
Russia was being made to pay dearly 
indeed for the assistance thus afforded 
the beleaguered garrison. It is stated in 
this connection, that a German steamer, 
which cleared from Tsing-tau with a 
cargo of coal ostensibly for San Fran- 
cisco, had been privately chartered for 
blockade - running purposes on terms 
which indicate meaningly the risks and 
possible profits of such enterprises. The 
Russians are declared to have paid 60s. 
a ton for the coal, besides depositing in 
the bank the appraised value of the ship, 
plus a 25 per cent, bonus, and a special 
bonus to the captain of ;^25o. Inci- 
dentally, of course, the fact that such 
prices were even regarded as prohahie 
shows clearly that the scarcity of coal 
in Port Arthur was thought to be grow- 
ing most serious. 

Meanwhile the Japanese have been re- 
ceiving reinforcements, and the bombard- 
ment from the newly emplaced ii-in. 
howitzers continues daily, careful balloon 
observations being taken of the effects 
of the fire. To those unacquainted with 
the attributes of modern siege guns it 
may seem strange that balloons should 
be needed for this purpose when, under 
ordinary circumstances, a telescope in the 
hands of a standing officer should suffice. 
But it should be understood that in 
modern sieges almost all the artillery lire 
on the part of the attackcr.s is “ curved,” 
the idea being not to strike directly some 
visible object, but to pitch, as it were, 
great shells filled with high explosives 
into the inner defences of the place which 
is being besieged. It was the introduc- 
tion of accurate curved fire which not so 
verv manv years ago revolutionised siege 
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opcnlions, nnd m ide il ntctss ir\ to build 
fortrcs‘.es on m cntircK iitu pi in Of 
course, m the old dnvs cur\cd fire \\^ 5 > 
not unknoun, the me ins cmp!o\cd btinij 
the mortar, i stout, dump\ little jjun, 
from which shells were lobbed into 
the air md descended at i hi^h inijle, 
often with consider iblc effect into the 
cneiin s lines lUit mort ir fire which 
w IS 1 irjjfel) i 111 itter of chanec, and 
could onh be cmploicd it short rinijts, 
could hirdl) be comp ired with the fire 
from i modern howitzer of larj;c calibre, 
which cm cist a shell with surprisinj^ 
vccuric) into i sm ill area sever d miles 
ehst mt It must be rcmcmbcicd too 
th It the sliclls used in modern sicjjc 
iipcritions irc of mfinitcl) |;rcatcr des. 
iructivc cipicilv than those former!) 
used \ erv lonj; m proportion to their 
dumetcr, end ci( tocijcd steel, thej carr\ 
in cvplosuc sever il limes as powerful as 
irunpiwder, inel, lecorelinj;!) , when thev 
descend at i hij;h anjjlc upon the works 
of i fortress their wreckin^r effect is 
enormous Hence liie neccssitv for cover 
of quite a difTcrcnl sort from lint which 
cried m the old dais, iiJjcn i sbtJicr 
could be rendered * bomb proof ’ with i 
verv few inches of e irth 

In the third week of October the 
Jipinese elevoted their attention Iirpelv 
to the j;real I r lun^ shan fort on the 
northirn face of the mam line of defence 
'stvtrd minor positions near I r lunp- 
sh m were captured, after fierce fijjhtin^, 
oi tiu ifith Holh on \\nlf Hill and on 
till. SLCtion from I’l h-chwanj; to Ta ku- 
s!i in fresh K^ms of larj^e cahhre were 
hroueht into position, some of thcs<, it 
n Slid, having been rtmoved ftir the 
purjvjsc from tin fortifcations of Tokio 
I> tv ippm,; and mtmni; wml on in- 
CivsiniU, in<J evtrvtbmt; |xuntc<I to flic 
< «rl\ <Vbver\ of mother t,rnt assault 


MX 

\ priv ite letter reeeived it Mi mfilm 
on October sSth, md d itod fiom l*ori 
\rtluir a week earlier, fjavc i lurid 
account of the st ite of aff iirs inside the 
fortress It rm is follows — 

General Stocsscl Ins tehjjnplcd to 
the Fsii md Court ' I now hid vou all 
jjoodbve for ever I’orl \rtluir will hi 
111) g-ravc ' Generil Stoissel his imhmd 
the jjariison with m heroic spirit, md 
Ihc) irc rcul) to prefer i glorious di ilh 
to capitul ition 

“ ihc Jipmtsc slulls ire inllatiiif; 
Pfrcnl d im i}»e on the fiect md h irhniir 
worl s I he trsen d md ill the iinmiini. 
lion ind sm ill irms which it conliiiucl 
hive been dcstro)td ihc w iter siijijiU 
Invinj; betn cut off, wells ire now luinf^r 
sunk Provisions irc se iree, md oiil\ 
tinned me its are left A me il m ide off 
the horses I died b) shells ts rej, irded li\ 
the soldiers as i b iiujuet 

Gcncr il Smirnoff js je dims of (icncr i) 
Stocsscl, ind would line surrendered llu 
fortress li i<l he not been ovcrrultd I he 
Polish md Jewish soldiers m the f^irrison 
irc bciOj' closelv witched in c ise liny 
showW thscrl or sJwn trt i(.hcr\ ih* 
field md nav il liospii ds ire crowded, md 
livjjicme conditions ire becoming; di 
ploribl'* Till bombirdment is it tinus 
so incessant tb it it is impossible to th}^ 
jjrnes of inv depth for the de id Over 
onc-'li i!f of the ori^'in il ^ irrison is <lt id, 
wounded, or sick lhehij,'h m^le fire of 
the J ipinese Ins pricticilU dcstiovid ihi. 
new town When the fleet iltimptcd to 
break t!irouf,h the l>l<x.k ide, Ihc irris m 
w IV to Inv e m ide a desper ili seirtic , w iih 
the object of inflielinj; ts murh d mi ij,i 
IS possible, mil the n, if ni < • ssarv , r ipilu. 
I lie, but the f iilure of tin flu l to < sr ijm 
frustratetl the pi in 

*lh lusitj^trs an pressmj^ rJosrr 
dailv It IS h ml to s iv how lon^ we. 
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can hold out. When the end comes there 
will be a desperate fight, and thousands 
of the enemy will perish, as everything 
is mined.” 

The letter was entrusted to a native 
boatman, who ran the blockade and 
despatched the letter from Chifu. The 
recipient of the news was a prominent 
Continental merchant, who had a repre- 
sentative at Port Arthur. 

On October 26th commences what is 
sometimes called the ” Birthday Attack ” 
on Port Arthur, owing to the evident 
anxiety of the Japanese to produce a 
really marked impression upon the for- 
tress, if not to complete its capture, by 
November 3rd, the birthday of the 
Emperor of Japan. By October 25th the 
Japanese saps had been carried up to 
within easy distance of the counterscarps 
of the Er-lung-shan, Sung-shu-shan, and 
East Chi-huan-shan (Ki-kwan) forts. At 
8.30 a.m. on the following morning these 
forts were heavily bombarded with siege 
guns and naval ordnance, 250 shells 
taking effect. From the official des- 
patches we learn that the parapet of Er- 
lung-shan fort was demolished, and 
openings were made in it, while several 
portions of the cover were destroyed. 
Two of the most important covers to 
Sung-shu-shan fort were also wrecked, 
and three guns dismounted or damaged. 
From two o’clock in the afternoon the 
remaining Japanese siege guns were 
directed against the trenches on all the 
slopes of Sung-shu-shan and the neigh- 
bouring works, all of which were ob- 
served to have been badly knocked about. 
,'\t five in the afternoon a portion of 
the Japanese right wing charged against 
the Sung-shu-shan trenches, and a por- 
tion of the centre against Er-lung-shan, 
and effected a lodgment. On the .slope 
of Er-lung-shan a large mine exploded 


without, however, killing a single Japan- 
ese soldier. During these proceedings 
the Russian artillery responded briskly 
to the bombardment, but their shells 
were defective, and did not cause much 
damage. This interchange of big gun 
fire produced, as may be imagined, an 
impressive and dramatic scene. 

On the night of October 26th, with the 
object, as the Japanese despatches are 
careful to state, of preventing repairs, 
the Japanese siege and naval guns 
shelled Er-lung-shan, East Chi-huan- 
shan, Sung-shu-shan, and also the 
Russian warships and the town. The 
Russians holding Sung-shu-shan and Er- 
lung-shan made several night sorties, 
under cover of shell and rifle fire, but 
were successfully driven back. 

The Japanese despatches, which alone 
could be relied on for both comprehen- 
siveness and accurac}^ at this stage, go 
on to state that on October 27th the 
bombardment was continued, the fire 
being directed against .Sung-shu-shan, 
I-tzu-shan, An-tzu-shan, Pei-yu-shan, Er- 
lung-shan, the dockyard, and warships. 

“ Of the results of our bombardment, 
those deserving' special mention are the 
effect realised against the fort East Chi- 
huan-shan, where a gun carriage was 
completely demolished, the destruction of 
a banquette lying between the east and 
north fort and the centre of Er-lung-shan 
fort, the scattering of the cover of that 
fort, the destruction of two small guns, 
and the demolition of a gun on the east 
front of the same fort. 

” Several of our shells look effect in 
the south-eastern corner of the same fort, 
destroying the cover and smashing two 
machine guns into pieces. .\ gun placed 
on a projected point on Sung-.shu-shan 
was dislocated. .\ twelve-centimetre gun 
placed on the centre of the left wing was 
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demolisheclj wliile the covers were also 
destroyed. 

“ In the course of the same nig-ht our 
Engineer Corps was sent against the 
northern part of East Chi-huan-shan, 
and it succeeded in destroying the outer 
casemate at a projected point. 

“ During the night the enemy resorted 
to every means to obstruct our work, 
assaulting and using bombs. At the 
same time, the Russians worked ener- 
getically, effecting repairs on the portion 
damaged by our shells. 

“ On October 28th the bombardment 
with heavy and other siege guns was 
continued with good effect. Two hun- 
dred and eighty-five effective shells have 
been counted, besides several other shells, 
which took effect on forts An-tzu-shan 
and I-tzu-shan, the 203 Metre Hill, and 
Pei-yu-shan. 

“ The naval guns were directed chiefly 
against Tai-yan-ku, I-tzu-shan, An-tzu- 
shan, the warships in the east harbour, 
and the western portion of the city. 

“ Effects deserving special mention 
were on Er-lung-shan, banquette and 
buildings inside the fort destroyed, and 
vital portions of the fort considerably 
damaged. The enemy had placed a row 
of sandbags on the banquette destroyed 
by the previous bombardment. On the 
northern portion of East Chi-huan-shan 
the magazine exploded, and a field gun 
was destroyed. On Shan-shu-shan a 
twelve-centimetre Canet gun and another 
were hit. On I-tzu-shan the carriage of 
a twelve-centimetre Canet gun was over- 
turned and another heavily damaged. 
On 203 Metre Hill two covers and the 
wire entanglements and trenches were 
considerably damaged. 

“ On Fort Tai-ynn-ku the guns and 
works were heavily damaged. A con- 
flagration occuircd in the old town, and 


a second conflagration was observed at 
a factory to the north-east of the base of 
Golden Hill, which lasted for three hours. 
A machinery building near the harbour 
was bombarded by our guns, as were the 
protected erfgineers' works." 

On the night of October 28th the mine 
directed against Er-lung-shan reached the 
outer limit of the fort, and a portion of 
the advance defences was blown up. On 
the same night dynamite was twice ap- 
plied to the outer casemate of the eastern 
point of the fort lying north of East Chi- 
huan-shan and caused wide openings, 
killing several of the enemy inside the 
casemates. 

On October 29th and 30th the bom- 
bardment was continued with increased 
vigour and effect, heavy damage being 
inflicted on several of the forts, and the 
magazine on Tai-yan-ku being exploded. 
On the morning of the 29th the Russians 
made desperate attacks on the Japanese 
mines directed towards Er-lung-shan and 
Sung-shu-shan, and in the case of the 
latter effected a temporary and partial 
capture. In the afternoon, however, the 
Japanese succeeded, with the aid of ar- 
tillery, in regaining possession. 

At I p.m. on October 30th the troops 
on the Japanese right and part of the 
centre advanced, and by sunset occupied 
the glacis and “ covered ways ’’ of Sung- 
shu-shan, Er-lung-shan, and the north 
fort of East Chi-huan-shan, destroying 
some of the caponieres and the enemy's 
outer ditch. Here we may resume our 
quotation of the Japanese official de- 
spatches : — 

“ Simultaneously, another part of our 
right charged against the fort standing 
midway between East Pan-lung-shan and 
the north fort of East Chi-huan-shan, c.-ip- 
turing it at 2 p.m. in spite of the enemy's 
hcavv fire. We then formed intrench- 
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mcnts Dlirmc: the ni^ht, ho\\c\er, the 
cncm\ mule sevenl counter ^lt^cks, one 
of which 'll 10 30 p m , <lro\c our men 
out of the fort, but M'ljor Generil 
Idunolu, himself led the firm?: tnd 

nt II pm recaptured the fort, which 
from tint time was firml) held 

\t 1 > p m our left also mo\cd 
aj»unst Last Chi huan shan and the ad 
jacent forts, ciptunng the fortified posi 
tion nortli west of I ast Chi huan shan 
‘ At 3 p m on October 31st our left, 
thar^jinp: the north fort of Fast Chi huan- 
shin, reached tlic crest of the eastern 
p inpct, where thej intrenched Mean- 
while, steps were taken to secure our 
tenure of the two forts captured on the 
preMOUs da\, ind at the same time the 
sips in other parts were proceeded with 
r ipullv 

On October 31st some of the heaw 
sie^i tfuns md nu d puns were trained 
on the h irbour moutli and dock and b\ 
this means the GiUil was hit scxcral 
times, two steamers were sunk and a 
confl ipration was caused nc ir the wharf 
* 1 roni S 30 p m the encm\ made re 
pelted front d attacks on oiir extreme 
Lft, dl of which were repuKed 

On \o\emlur 1st our hcaii puns 


‘ Trom noon on \o\ember 3rd our 
naxal puns directed a hea\} fire against 
the dock and other parts of the eastern 
harbour, causing a great conflagration at 
12 I5 p m , which continued until 4am 
on the next da) Our hea\) guns on 
\o\cmber 3rd inflicted much damage on 
the fort 300 metres north west of nng 
lai, and also put the field guns out of 
iction in the gorge of East Chi huan 
shan 

Thus ended the great Birthda) \t 
tack ’ upon Port \rthur, the results 
achiexcd falling xerj far short of that 
complete triumph which the Japanese had 
anticipated, but the progress made being 
still \cr> considerable \ou for the first 
time ha\c tlic Japanese nndc good their 
footing in the immediate front of some of 
the greater iorXSy and now at fast the 
fire of the besiegers big guns is begin 
niog to teff heaxjjj Jt is part of the 
plan of tf»c present work to anticipate 
ullimile results as Jittle as possible, but 
It mi) be said here that from the de 
fenders standpoint the crisis of the siege 
of Port Arthur was reached when the 
urn liottitzers of the Japanese came 
c/Teemeh into pfay which thej may be 
-lid to have done with particular 


s ink two steamers of about 3 oCo tons in phisis during the period from Octob 
tin. western harbour, and one of 30CO 6fh to November 3rd For the rest 
tons on November and is sufiicient to saj that Port Arthur h ‘ 

\t alxwit It am on the -nd tno *ntended honour of b ^1- 

lu v\\ explosions, probabh of ponder Alikado as a birthd 

m ign/ints wire heard at the north erd sent b\ his devoted soldierv t ^‘'n 

of the old town tinue for another two manii. ^ ^ 

, . ^ months a scene O' 

In the first fort captured on 0 tofccr continued carnage, ari exhibition 

30tli we found thri'c field guns ho 'J^most superhuman tenacity on 

nnihim gunc thne fsh torpedoes and both of desperately brave itticUer 
lO Ku snn ikaJ ** heroic defence 


)C 

ire 



328 


CHAPTER LXXL 

JAPAN S WLVTER OUTLOOK — PROVISION AGAINST WAR WASTAGE — A NEW MILITARY 
SYSTEM— NA\'AL PREPARATIONS — HOME-MADE BATTLESHIPS — A PAINFUL EPISODE — 
FINANCIAL PROSPECTS — FOREIGN RELATIONS — BRITAIN, GERMANY, AND AMERICA. 


A JUNCTURE has nov^ Deen reached 
at which it will be not only ex- 
pedient, but also very interesting-, to 
examine rather carefully the attitude and 
resources of the two combatant nations 
in regard to the continuance of the war 
through the winter months. Such an 
examination must necessarily be on broad 
lines, and there is no occasion to dwell 
on many details which, in the case of 
some previous campaigns, have been re- 
garded as of special significance. 

The mere fact, for instance, that winter 
is in prospect, and winter, too, of an ex- 
ceptional}}^ severe sort, has not anything 
like the same influence upon the warlike 
situation in the Far East as it has had 
even in comparatively recent operations 
in other parts of the ivorld. In the first 
place, of course, this particular war com- 
menced in the winter, and both sides have 
already had some experience in tackling 
one another to the trying accompaniment 
of blinding snowstorms and icy blasts. 
In one respect, moreover, winter in Man- 
churia is a very favourable season for 
military operations, since the roads, hard 
with the continued frost, are often more 
practicable then for heavy transport than 
at any other time of the year. In con- 
sidering, therefore, the positions of Japan 
and Russia respectively at, say, the be- 
ginning of October, 1904, there is no need 
to lav undue stress upon the change of 
climatic conditions, or to take it for 
granted that there should be any seriou.s 


cessation of activity because for a time 
the greater portion of Manchuria may 
be exposed to rigours which might 
compel some Western troops to have re- 
course to the old-fashioned, sometimes 
very detrimental, expedient of “ winter 
quarters. ” 

Of course, apart from generalities, 
there are, even in this connection, some 
details which make for instructive con- 
trast between the two opposing- nations, 
but these are mainly such as will readily 
occur to the intellig-ent reader. In a naval 
.sense, winter is on the whole at this stage 
of the war more favourable to Japan 
than to Russia, since it renders the 
harbour of Adadivostok for the time being 
a negligible quantity. On the other hand, 
the later blocking of the mouth of the 
Liao river with ice may cause a serious 
interruption of the sea transport of stores 
by that convenient route, which the occu- 
pation of the port of Niu-chwang, of Old 
Niu-chwang, and Liao-yang has rendered 
of so much greater significance than it 
was in February and March last. 

Again, from the military standpoint. 
J.'ipan may be expected to score a few 
additional points during- the awful cold 
weather by reason of the extraordinary 
completeness of her organisation, and her 
close and continuous attention to details 
affecting the welfare and comfort of hcr 
soldiers in the field. At larious past 
stag-es of the opcr.-itions thi.s proposition 
has been illustrated, and in Chapter 
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LXIV. a special account \\as ffi\en of the 
Japanese soldier's winter outfit, sc\cral 
points of which, notabl> the design of the 
winter greatcoat, alTorcl strong evidence 
of the most careful forethought, and 


But it is not every army that both taKcs 
such lessons to heart and adapts them to 
the purposes of w ar on a \ crj much larger 
scale. In this connection it ma\ bo mcn- 
tioncvl that the Japanese militarv authori- 



'■hrvwd appreciation of rcqiiirenu nis, in 
thiN djrt'TtJon. Doiibihss ihc Jess errflit 
is tfiie to the Jap inese on this score In 
th u tluv Ind a ver\ illmnitnting «\ptru 
t nre »»f w inter camp ligning in Marchuna 
vvlun f^hting the Chinese in tSo'-oj. 


ties liavc alreatly antinpued the winter 
in a verv practical fashion, as far as all 
semi-permanent occup itions arc r«*n- 
ctrne*!, h_\ stn<ling out df)ul)le.\«al)'d 
wjwtlcn huts in s^^tions v. hi"b ran be 
quiebU put together ns riqinrctl, anil arc 
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:ni inv;iitiabltj .siipi)ifmciU to MU'li iiuli’ 
Cliiiicsu ^lrucUl^cs ;\b arc locally available. 

Hut tlu' i<’al inttM'c.sl *)f the silii.'itiou ff>r 
.is for Russia, dors not depend 
upon details of this sort. It is laiund up 
with f.ir l;iri,w*r consiiler.illons, amoti” 
which may he rerkfined sue!) hi” suljjeets 
.'IS the extent of the “ w;ir w.'isla^e up 
to d.ale, the devt'lo[)ment of the enemy's 
fijehlin” eapaeify, file j)ossihle inrre,-ise of 
home resouri'es, the Unanei.d .aspeei, and 
rei.ations with foreign enuntries, v. ho .are 
now speet.itors meri'ly, hut nuiy, at al- 
most .any moment, he templed or forced 
to t.ake .a h.and in the i^^ame. .Such (a>n- 
sider.ations, .alw.ays sicfni/ic.ant, are rtai- 
dered pcculi.arly .so Ijy the siirns th.al 
Russia is now lardily he”inninp‘ to realise 
ihe nature of the slrutjtjle in whi< h sIk- 
is enifaj^ecl, .and to take measures, iti- 
commensur.atc perhaps with the actu.al 
necessities of Ihe ease, hut still siilTtrirtUly 
impressive to demand attention, more 
especially from a comhal.ant literally 
fii>'htin_tf for cxislcnec. 

The question of \\-.ar wnstaj^e is far 
more complex than it .seems to those who 
rei^ard it as a mere matter of numbers. 
In various ways it has been elaborately 
discussed by numerous milil.ary writers, 
but for the purposes of this narrative an 
extract from a letter Avritten by the 
Special Correspondent of the 'Times at 
Tokio will both show what different 
thing's war wastag'e may mean, and what 
steps Japan was taking- as far back ns 
the middle of July to meet deficiencies 
which in October would otherAvlse have 
been very severely felt. 

“ The waste in every army long- in the 
field,” writes this correspondent, ‘‘must 
always be great ; it can be scheduled 
under half a dozen heads : contact with 
the enemy, disease, communication re- 
quirements, loss of sea transports, etc. 


\ow you ('an {)ul your .st.'inding- army 
into the field burly fit .at ;dl times, at least 
if your .army .‘.y.stcrn is .a workable .system. 
Hut if your .sl;mdinj.f army only totals 
some 1 50.000 men, .and you recjuire to 
l.al.'e the field willi 250,000 m(;n, it re- 
quires ('onsidf fable e.xeculive manipula- 
tion to keej) p.aee with the wastag-c of .so 
l.arge .a force, and to plac'c the sidections 
from the .second and third reserves in the 
field in every way as physically prepared 
as the standing' army had been, 'ihe 
majority of the older men who answer the 
c.'di to .-u-nis have long' lost the habit of 
a life so rigorous' .as th:it required from 
the .soldier servini^ with the colours ; 
moreover, many of the technic.alities of 
drill .and arm.ament have undergone con- 
sider.'tble ehansyes since Ihe rc.s-er\e.s' were 
theniselves serving with the colours. Xo 
one woidd h.ave .anticipated th.at the 
Japanese u'oidd be blind to the require- 
ments of .a protr.acled campaign, 'i'hero- 
fore, .although wc know th.at over 200,000 
men luive left Japan, yet from the activity 
which exists at all the military centres it 
would be dillicull to rc.alisc that the fight- 
ing strength in the country had been 
reduced by a single infantryman. You 
mi.ss, it is true, both cav.alry and artil- 
lery ; th.at is only natural, but in the 
matter of their infantry there appears to 
have been no reduction in the home estab- 
lishments, and the scheme for reinforce- 
ment is prepared for a far heavier wast- 
age than has as yet taken place. 

‘‘ Since my return to Tokio,” says a 
Times correspondent, ” I have spent 
much of my time on the parade- 
grounds of the military centres in the 
capital. The training to which each 
batch of reservists is put as it comes 
up for service is interesting and instruc- 
tive. They roll up from every Avalk in 
life. The farm labourer, bent with con- 
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<;tinl stoopinjT ui the p-idcU richls. tlu 
jinriksln coolie, is fit as n iturc t\tr 
illowcd a nnn to he , liic pottci, llu 
cook, the photo^r ipher — tlicj ill coim 
up m turn, the majority soft from llu 
sedent ir\ life into uliuh the Japuusc so 
t isiK f ills lUil this IS nothinj» II is 
in cnsiK eradicated c\il uhen it is 
b danced afjainst th it comm mdmj' isslI 
th It IS p iramount in c\ erj J ip intsi , th ii 
asset which is rcsponsdjlc for the historj 
of the list si\ months I here is in. 
f^runed in the he irt of c\er) Jipintsc, 
be he prince or pauper, a fatriotic dtsin 
for discipline, which h is in idc the n ition 
the milit irj Power th it il is 1 bis is the 
sc-erct Where we in the West find oiir- 
scl\cs obhycil to devote nmst of the sol* 
diers time with the colours to the 1 ibour 
of instilling discipline into his nature, llu 
J ip incse instructors hi\e onK to trim 
their men to npph their n itur il desire for 
discipline to the best ttacliinjj m llic re» 
quircments of modern w arf ire It is ibis 
s ime qinlitv winch his mule our Indnn 
Arms so j'lxul, onl\ the nitive of Indi i 
has not the qu ilifvinj,'^ temper of i n i. 
tmn d patriotism, whieli is tin m iin rtb 
f,ion in J ip in ' 

W ith reference to the “ qu difein^; lem' 
per of a n ilioml patriotism" of eb«e|i 
this writtr so su^»^'csli\el\ spe ,t s it is 
wtirth re^dlin;; th it a ftv e <■« ' s liter 
mother contrib-tor to ibf 7*1" its ibb 
artl acco"ipIis}]e-d mdil ir\ rri'i rrt tUtl 
a di'-’mrt scnsati m b\ ,,nir^ une* r I*** 
Imdm4 The o*^ a N I'l n j se's 

ri'’ -iT»yab'c ^CCo •■t f ^ f fi^ 

t’l'fel cr«d r'o- ! ~ 1 s'* ’ j 'i- j, ’ -s 

wbi 'i p n I? ^ . I f^.- # f 

Jnpa'' •’•'d V '' ' ’ i rr^< — f i- 

ll CS*** t I p, 'I »“ fr* * 

I* c ' c’ ^ ^ 

es - 


ripiinted, iind (iin he pio uuil foi u bw 
pinei from Piintiiip lloiist S(|iini(, Il Is 
not f itr to I IV II uiuh r ninli ihullon In 1 1 
Hut llu siii^'’ul II impiesslon iiiukhI h> 
this exposition ol u protuhu ut (lutui id 
J Ip in s su<< ( ss holh in holdlnp lii i own 
1}; itnsi Kussi I, in ill ilin|>‘ Ihil | l{ itiilh 
idversir) I siKiission ol tiiiilii IdnWh, 
mil m priividinp for the i onllniiiini < ot 
tlu t impii}'n, will mil lipliil) fmh oiil ol 
Westirn inimls, aiul miiy idinosl bt ii 
^iriliil IS iini of llu I VI Ills of llu wm 
\fli r tins bi II f tlipri ssion wi niny ii i • 
full) return to llu ih si riplion liiinl lud 
b) tlu liilio < orri spondi lit nbov< n 
fcrretl to of ihi Iriinmp I'lviii to tin 
Jipinese nstrvisl wlnn In m joim, tbr 
(oloiirs IS I priliminity to fnl inp bin 
sliin of Mippl>inp tin wnsi tj < in lln 
Kijfulir In Id tiriii) llin flint Ir iii u | 

IS pitiely pIi>Mi il lb ills |o In fiiiil 
(tufl iin first Will IS npifil iii iiiioli 
inti tn Iq'hl III ir< limp orih r, lln ilint in « n 
eiivenelmin imii;' is tin tiniinvimlmi 
proves I i»r tin ff>)lowin(' «i i I mu bid 
tlu riiuti min limp IS it rl ndih imn ^l 
tlu (Ui) of I birtni; Id ilit nnn in Id 
iooiipb l/> Il ivf tin Viij'ld lli»/ • ny 
tn< \t ii tin tmu li is irrivi if ff»r 

I IillJ niorf ►tr'iiimiis \ i;rl th m is |i> b» 
found on lb' fid I jum duff 

^.rojnd in J ip m is i n n Mtun i»i{I 
< !i is« rour > , • bi b, tb / » b m n' i b r 
fo id fro n fm f»irni ns, vdl !>• r 
s ripti /a il ioirii is fy/ il j'/j ^ iff! 

1 iO ' J I » fr*l i b I * ’ / If i/; n d ' b 
<> fi*-* J I . I I b 1 f > fn j n ^ 

n -fi f > s I ,1 i b ^ f. f } I / 

li r *t IS I i' ) fo ■» > 

-P'- itii } ' i’ // ' iji 

.•i- 't p r ;xv , * 

I I- P ‘ 4 t r 1 f 

*4^4' 

• ^ y tff ‘f- * » ' 
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A WAK COUnUSI’OXnUNT’S I'ASSl’OUT IN Tlin VAIt KAST. 

Note the iiutiiciotis stamps which hail to be impusscd at each militniy station thioiigh which the hohlci passiii. 


to represent the face of a defended posi- 
tion. There is a deep lo-fect fosse, 20 
feet in breadth, then a parapet revetted 
with stone, the whole surmounted with a 
mound. It is no mean achievement to 
negotiate this course at the double, yet 
the whole squad must negotiate it to the 
satisfaction of the inspecting oflicer be- 
fore it is passed fit to undertake musketry 
instruction. As soon as the detachment 
is passed as physically fit, ordinary com- 
pany training is proceeded with, and 
hitherto amongst the reservists I have 
seen nothing beyond company training. 
Battalion training doubtless takes place 
at other centres which I haA-e not seen. 
Anyway, as soon as the men have done 
about two months at the divisional cen- 
tres they are drafted off to one of the 
large camps near the embarcation ports, 
and are lost sight of.” 


A drawback from which the Japanese 
Army must have suffered considerably in 
regard to tlic training of these reservists 
was the lack of officers and non-commis- 
sioned ofificers for purposes of drill and 
discipline. But in the Japanese Army a 
little is made to g'O a very long wav. 
Practically all the higher non-commis- 
sioned officers are quite able to discharge 
the diities O'f company officers, as indeed 
many were compelled to do in the fight- 
ing, more especially round Liao-yang. It 
is noteworthy, however, that the Japan- 
ese Army are averse from the Continental 
plan of giving numbers of non-commis- 
sioned officers commissions on the out- 
break of a big AA-ar. As regards the 
drilling of reservists, this, it AA^as found, 
could safely be entrusted to priAmtes of 
the Regular Army, and accordingly the 
training of this immense mass of A'alu- 
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nble imtcrnl wi*; ncconiplishcd with tlic 
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a Third Army was in contemplation. 
The Japanese, striking as had been their 
success hitherto, even when the numerical 
odds were not in their favour, could not 
afford to disregard such a dangerous 
symptom as this of their adversary’s re- 
turn to sanity. The prospect of such 
enormous increases to the Russian forces 
in the field was the more disquieting in 
view of the certainty that the new armies 
to be formed would fight as well as, if not 
better than, that which Japan had already 
encountered, and that no insuperable dif- 
ficulty would probably be experienced in 
raising a Fourth or Fifth Russian Army 
if necessary. Accordingly Japan lost no' 
time in preparing an effective reply to the 
new menace, and the smoothness and 
rapidity with which her Government acted 
seem to indicate that she had long ago 
realised the possibility that some such 
sacrifice would be necessary. 

Under the Japanese military system in 
force at the outbreak of the war, service 
with the colours commenced at the age 
of 20, -and lasted for three years, at the 
expiration of which term the men passed 
into the reserves for a period of nine 
years, and then into the Territorial Army, 
which is not liable to service abroad, for 
a period of eight )^ears, a total period of 
20 years’ liability to military service. 
Japan’s reply to the formation of the 
Second Russian Army in INIanchuria was 
to extend the period of service in the re- 
serves to 14 years, leaving only three 
years to be spent in the Territorial Army. 
As the new system became opcrati\’e on 
the clay it was promulgated, all men 
who served with the colours from 1SS7 
to 1S91 were added to the strength of the 
active /\rmy, for, of course, all the Re- 
serves were now considered to belong to 
the latter. “ Statistics,” writes a Tokio 
correspondent, “ show the actual number 


of such men to be 331,816, from which, 
deducting 10 per cent, for ordinary wast- 
age, there remain 300,000 actually avail- 
able. This calculation is necessarily 
based on returns of earlier date than the 
programme for the extension of Japanese 
armaments of 1896, which programme as 
now modified will ultimately give an in- 
crement of about double the above 
figures, thus making the total war 
strength of the army over 1,000,000.” 

It will be understood that this calcula- 
tion of increased military strength must 
not be taken as representing with abso- 
lute exactitude the advantage secured. 
It is quite possible that the allowance for 
wastage by death and from other causes 
should be placed much higher than 10 per 
cent., and in a very great many cases 
it would be impossible to recall to the 
colours men who, having been for some 
years enrolled merely in the Territorial 
Army, had passed into an obscurity in 
which they could not easily be traced. 
The problem, again, of providing these 
new reserves with officers and non-com- 
missioned officers would be a really diffi- 
cult one. On the other hand, the efforts 
made by some Continental critics to dis- 
parage this counterblast to the formation 
of the Second and Third Russian Armies 
in Manchuria seem rather futile when we 
consider how careful the Japanese have 
always shown themselves in the matter 
of estimating their own strength, as well 
as in gauging that of their opponents. 
Hitherto they have never failed to pul 
into the field at any given point as many 
men as were required for the purpo.se in 
view, and in all their preparations there 
seems to have been ample margin allowed 
for contingencies. This precise habit ol 
mind has been illustrated with gre.at 
clearness by the method adopted in the 
ca.'^c of reinforcements. ‘While it has 
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Ik fore Icixin,^ this subject of Japans 
spi*ei il prcpintions for continuinij the 
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it max be interesting to place on rccoril 
the fact that »l this pcrioil the Japanese 
nulit irx authorities seem to have been 
pirticulirlx active in supplementin,; from 
ihroul tluir x ist stix'ks of kil and sup 
pln.s of txcrx tlesxnption It max I»c 
mintioncil for instanct that in October 
wt lu ir of i I ondon firm piirclnsinj*- at 
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ter cloth and for tent canvas with Scot 
tish nnniifacliirers, who were linked to 
expedite dchxcrx Trulx a nation tcr« 
riblx III earnest, Japan showed clcarlx 
bx her MjTorous and ample policx of pre 
pantion in such matters that she rea!isc<l 
to the full the complicated strain to xxhieh 
she would still, in anj ease, be subjected 
for months to come 

Nor were the Japanese less alert and 
busx in their endeavours to anticipate the 
naval requirements of the cominjj winter 
Here It IS not casx for us to g’lxe manx 
det ids for the Japanese were far more 
reticent in rcijard to their Fleet arranijc 
ments than in rejjard to those affcctin" 
the \rnix Ikit it is evident that, fir 
from ij;norin£j the possibilil) that the 
Billie Squadron miijht cxcntinll) find its 
wax into Japanese waters and thus 
niodif} xerx matcrnllx the mxal situa 
tion the Mikado s Government kept a 
most vigilant eve upon the progfress of 
Admiril Rodlijcstxcnsk) s ships from 
their outset, and were fullx prepared with 
plans for their reception Thc> did not 
fail mcidentallx, to expostulate xxith 
countries which afforded the I Icct a freer 
harbourage than the Hxxs of ncutrahtx 
would seem to justifx, but Ihcx ccrtamlx 
did not illow the making" of such ilipio 
malic protest to divert them from the 
consideration of the more practical points 
it issue Not onlx were the mthoritics 
at Tokio kept fullx aware of excrx move- 
ment of the Russian Squadron, not onlx 
were idequate arrangements maile for 
w Itching the approaches to the China 
^ea, but orders were cxidenllx conxcxtd 
to the forces round Port \rtluir to re 
double their efforts to dcstrox the Russnn 
ships in Inrliour, in order to leave Ad- 
miral Togo free to tngngc the nexx- 
comtrs Mtbough exerxtbing xxns <Ione 
as quictlx as possible there is reason to 
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believe that in the later stage of the 
siege the Japanese Fleet was very 
little in actual evidence outside Port 
Arthur, the blockade being maintained 
by a few second- and third - class 
cruisers, and by gunboats and destroyers, 
the bulk of the squadron remaining in 
readiness at the naval base. Formerly 
Admiral Togo had been quite willing 
to adventure his precious ships in the 
neig'hbourhood of Port Arthur, and in 
the earlier stages of the siege his guns 
had on several occasions been used with 
marked effect against the coast fortifica- 
tions. But there have been “ accidents,” 
possibly one or two besides those which 
were made public, and the oncoming of 
the Baltic Squadron made it doubly fool- 
ish to run risks. Accordingly we may 
take it that during the close of 1904 the 
Fleet of Japan was mainly engaged in 
resting, and in testing every joint in its 
armour, in order to prepare for what 
might prove a heavier struggle by far 
than an}^ in which it had yet taken part. 

Just as in the case of the Army, the 
Japanese Government did not restrict its 
naval preparations to mere obvious pre- 
cautions. With equal thoroughness and 
watchfulness it anticipated a number of 
requirements in the way of material, 
sending, for instance, three experts to 
Fiume to watch over the construction of 
the torpedoes to be delivered during the 
following three years. 

On October 13th, too, it was re- 
ported from New York that a Russian 
order for Ihirt}'- submarines had been 
promptly followed by a Japanese order 
for fifty of these craft. In this connec- 
tion it is interesting to recall the circum- 
stance that, at the commencement of the 
war, a well-known Japanese naval officer 
had declared his countrymen to be averse 
from the adoption of submarines, which 


were quite unlikely ever to be used by 
Japan. It is possible that the evident 
inclination of Russia to take advantasre 

o 

of this latter-day development may have 
modified the views of .Japanese naval 
officers on the subject. But it is more 
likel}' that British naval, manoeuvres de- 
monstrating the possibilities of submarine 
warfare, and. the fact that this country 
was now building submarines with a 
rapidity which a few years ago would 
have been scouted as preposterous, had 
produced in Japan a sudden resolve to 
be up-to-date in fliis as in every other 
respect. It should be mentioned that, 
while the Russian order placed in New 
York is said to have been for submarines 
on the Protector model, the Japanese 
favoured the Holland type, a modifica- 
tion of that adopted by the British Navy. 

But of even greater significance than its 
attention to torpedoes and submarines was 
the movement of Japan in another naval 
direction, a movement which was fore- 
shadowed as far back as Chapter XLIV. 
of the present narrative. On page 546 
of Vol. I. was reproduced Admiral Yama- 
nouchi’s statement to those who visited 
the Kure Arsenal in the course of the 
tour of the Manchii Marit, that in a few 
months Japan would be ready to start on 
the construction of battleships, and that 
it was hoped that very early in 1905 the 
keels of two large war-vessels would be 
laid. That statement was made in June, 
and in September it became known 
that Japan had given an order to the 
Carnegie Steel Works for 7,500 tons 
of the finest nickel steel plates, evidently 
intended as armour for new battleships 
or for very large armoured cruisers. 

Japan had therefore lost little time in 
putting her intentions into practice, and 
the fact that the order would take about 
three months to execute, and that the 
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great armour-plate rolling mill at Kure 
was expected to be ready by January, 
points to a very accurate forecast of 
working possibilities. 

As has already been pointed out, a new 
departure of the very highest significance 
and interest is here indicated. Hitherto 
Japan has had to* be content with the 
home construction of torpedo craft and 
an occasional small cruiser, such as the 
Niiiaka and Tsushima, and she may well 
be proud of having attained even these 
modest results after such a short appren- 
ticeship to the shipbuilding art. Now she 
is about to attempt developments which, 
if successful, will enable her to compete 
with the naval powers of the West in a 
vitally important direction, and will 
gradually lemove the one drawback 
under which she has laboured, and la- 
boured heavily, in respect to the present 
war. A long period must elapse before 
Japan’s first home-made battleship can 
take the water, but the mere fact that she 
will soon have one or two under construc- 
tion may at no distant date have a very 
serious bearing upon the continuance of 
the struggle. For, Avith such enthusiasm, 
skill, and industr}? at work as are to be 
found among the Japanese, we may be 
sure that the biggest ships avIII be turned 
out far more speedily at Kure and Yoko- 
suka than on the banks of the Neva ; 
ships, too, whose rivets are not of painted 
wood, whose sea-plugs are not “ acci- 
dentally ” left open, and Avhose design is 
as sound as experience, combined with 
the shrewdest assimilation of foreign 
ideas, can make it. 

But it must not be supposed that 
Japan’s condition as regards the coming 
winter operations has been one of alert 
and busy preparations only. Her anxieties 
have been numerous and considerable, 
and in more than one direction she has 


had to combat untoward influences even 
among her own countrymen. Speaking 
generally, the people of Japan have been 
affording a magnificent example of unity 
and pertinacity combined, and the Press 
of Tokio* has borne eloquent witness to 
the steadfastness and genuineness of the 
prevailing patriotic sentiment. But there 
have been “ little rifts within the lute ” 
which have needed careful treatment to 
prevent their Avidening out and causing 
real mischief. A good deal of bad feel- 
ing, for instance, has been generated by 
aspersions directed against two promin- 
ent members of Tokio society. Count 
Matsukata and Count Inouye, Avho 
founded during the early stages of the 
Avar an Imperial Association for the re- 
lief of AvidoAvs and families rendered 
destitute by the death or absence on ser- 
A'ice of husbands and relatiA-es. 

When Japanese feelings are aroused 
on a subject of this sort the expression 
of them is apt to become forcible 
to the verge of violence, and, accord- 
ingly, Avhen statements appeared alleging 
a fraudulent misappropriation of the 
funds of this society, public indignation 
rose to a high pitch. Happily an ansAA’er 
Avas forthcoming to these aspersions in 
the shape of a declaration on the part of 
a former President of the Bank of Japan 
shoAving that the amount collected by 
the Imperial Relief Association — some 
;£^o,ooo — had been securely deposited in 
Amrious good banks, and Avas earning 
interest sufficient to pay the expenses of 
management. There had been delay in 
distributing the fund because the Govern- 
ment and local societies Avere successfully 
caring for the destitute. All may have 
been Avell that thus ended aa'cII, but it is 
conceiA’able that not a little lasting sore- 
ness Avas created by this incident A\-hIch 
might AA’ell have been nvoided by the ex- 
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liibition of a little tact and common- 
sense. 

Of another and more serious matter it 
is difTicult to speak 'with complete free- 
dom. Tlic stor} — an cxtrcmclj painful 
one — is told in a letter sent bj a Daily 
Express correspondent from Tokio under 
date September 19th. It relates to the 
sinking of the transport Hitachi Maru 
and the shcllinjj of the Sado Tilaru b) the 
Vl.Hh\ostok Squadron as narrated in 
Chapter XXXII. From what has since 
transpired it would appear that tlic loss 
sustained b) Japan on that occasion W'as 
not confined to hundreds of \aluablc 
li\cs The Hitachi Maru is said to have 
been loaded with the largest and best 
siege guns in Japan, and also to have 
carried two armoured trains and railwaj 
j)lnnts The siege guns were, of course, 
intended for u«:c against Port Arthur, and 
it is cas} to understand that their loss 
contribtdcd in no small degree to the 
dch> in the reduction of the fortress. 

The interception of the two transports 
1 )> the \Mndivostok Squadron produced a 
painful sensation at Tokio, vvhere the 
details of the disaster were eager!) dis- 
cussed and ver) free opinions were ex- 
pressed as to the culpable parties. Miss 
McC.ml, in vs hose bright book, “ Under 
the Care of the Japanese War Office,” is 
a vis Id description of the incident as 
related to her bs tsso of the survivors 
during her Slav at Hiroshima, makes 
spi-cia! mention of the ‘‘grave criti- 
cisms ” pa<:scd on .\dmiral Kamimura for 
not h iving prevented such a serious blow. 
Tint galhnt siilor Ins long ago been 
evomr.sletl from tlic charge even of want 
of vigilanre, but it would <cvm that a 
broilier admiral on tlie staff at Tokio, 
wbo liter incai'ml suspicion of a diflcr- 
ent kiml, has been fomwl guilt) of an 
infamo ’s cmnectim with the disnMcr 
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of June 15th, and paid a terrible penalty 
for his treacherous act. 

The stor) as related by the Express 
correspondent is to the effect that the 
Japanese admiral in question received a 
bribe of j^ia.ooo from the Russians for 
tclt^rams, which were despatched first 
to Fusan and thence by wireless tele- 
grapliy to the Vladivostok Squadron, and 
which enabled the latter to locate the 
transports soon after they left Moji. 
When on investigation the admiral’s 
trencher) leaked out, the vengeance of 
the Naval General Staff was swift and, 
according to our Western ideas, horrible. 
The doomed man having formall) been 
found guilt), the sentence of death was 
rend out to him by his intimate friend 
and comrade. Then followed a scene 
over which wc need not linger. *‘Hic 
Staff assembled and entered the room, 
which had been cleared of all furniture. 
The prisoner was made to take olT his 
uniform. He was then beaten to death 
b) his comrades.” 

Let us turn hastily from this gliaslly 
episode to other considerations connected 
with this period. It is not the business 
of the present historian to discuss closely 
great questions of finance, but this is a 
juncture at which the ‘‘ sinews of war ” 
cannot be wholly disregarded in any fair 
survc) of the warlike situation. As re- 
g.nrds Japan, there is no sort of question 
that the financi.al outlook continues quite 
cxtrnordinnril) favourable, in spite of the 
terrific expenditure which has been, and 
is being, incurred. ” Tlie strain of the 
war and the drain upon the countrj’s 
resources,” .savs Reuter’s well-informed 
correspondent at Tokio, ” arc not felt 
to anv extent among the people. Some 
busine’5<:cs have ^ufTcred, but the .aggre- 
gate foreign and domestic trade exceeds 
that of last vear, and the crops, pnrtlcu- 
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larly the rice crop, are the largest ever 
grown.” This statement was made at 
the end of September, and a few days 
later was amplified by an important pro-, 
nouncement by the Japanese Minister of 
Finance, Count Okuma, whose survey of 
the financial position was distinctly op- 
timistic notwithstanding several frank 
admissions. He pointed out that if the 
Avar lasted another tAvo years the total 
cost to Japan would probably be from 
1,200 to 1,300 million 3'en, or from 120 to 
130 millions of pounds sterling. There- 
fore, Avith the present debt and the 
cost of the post helium undertakings, the 
country’s liabilities would aggregate 
;^20o, 000,000. Russian war-outlays over 
the same period would approximate, he 
thought, 400 to 500 million pounds 
sterling. Even assuming Japan’s in- 
debtedness to rise to a couple of hundred 
millions, that Avould only amount to 
per head of the population. There Avas 
no reason Avhy Japan should regard such 
a prospect with dismay, provided she 
husbanded her strength apd resources, 
and did not resort too freely to foreign 
loans, the result 01 Avhich Avould be to 
depreciate her securities. 

On the day on Avhich Count Okuma 
made this statement, the Prefectural 
Governors AA'^ere haAung a conference with 
the Cabinet, at AAdiich some interesting 
conclusions Avere arriA^ed at. Since the 
outbreak of the Avar the prefectural ex- 
penses had been reduced by no less than 
tAA’O millions sterling, and noAv other re- 
trenchments Avere being effected in order 
to strengthen the national finances. A 
striking instance this of the readiness of 
all classes of the population to make 
sacrifices in aid of the prosecution of the 
Avar to the bitter end. For aac maj’ be 
sure that these reductions in prefectural 
expenditure affected the pockets not only 


of leading provincial officials, but of far 
humbler employes. Fair comparisons in 
such a case are difficult, but it may be 
doubted whether any similar process of 
retrenchment could be carried out in any 
Western country with such apparent ab- 
sence of irritation on the part of those 
affected. For of all forms of taxation the 
reduction of small official salaries and 
perquisites is, perhaps, the most unpopu- 
lar, and, taken all round, the hardest to 
be borne. 

The old saying that Heaven helps those 
who help themselves seems likely to be 
exemplified in the case of Japan by an 
incident which, although of doubtful his- 
torical value, seems Avorthy to be chroni- 
cled in passing. War time, and espe- 
cially during such a Avar as that which is 
now absorbing Japan’s best energies, is 
hardly a favourable season for develop- 
ing or exploiting the mineral AA'ealth of a 
belligerent country. But if may happen 
that Japan’s financial responsibilities 
during the coming Avinter — to say no- 
thing of subsequent periods — may be a 
little lightened by an interesting discoverer 
made about this time of goldfields situ- 
ated in the Kesen district of the Rikuzen 
Province, in GoArernment property. The 
fields AA^ere promptly inspected by GoA'crn- 
ment engineers and a proclamation issued 
entirely reserA'ing the mining rights. Ac- 
cording to an early estimate transmitted 
by the Times correspondent, the fields 
AA'ere believed to be of considerable ex- 
tent and richness, and capable of produc- 
ing gold to the A-alue of tAVO or three 
millions sterling annuall}'. Many a far 
richer country than Japan Avould Avelcomc 
such a pleasant Avindfall. 

It remains to say a few Avords as to 
Japan’s relations Avith foreign countrie.s 
at the commencement of the Avinter cam- 
paign. In the first place, it is pleasant 
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-to notice that, notwithstanding- the efforts Of the North Sea incident, it may be 


of sundry Continental journals to the 
contrary, the g-ood feeling- between Japan 
and her ally, Great Britain, continued 
unabated, and that from time to time the 
confidence of the Japanese in the stead- 
fast character of British sympathy found 
very happy and frank expression in all 
the more influential organs of public 
opinion. As to the Continental Press 
campaign referred to, it is sufficient to 
say that it consisted chiefly of a systema- 
tic endeavour to twist British recognition 
of Russian valour into a sign of waning 
regard for Japan and growing preference 
for her adversary. As was pointed out 
earlier, there was such persistence and 
method about these silly insinuations 
that it was impossible not to think that 
they were in some measure inspired, the 
object being the two-fold one of disheart- 
ening Japan and discrediting British 
diplomacy. Fortunately Japan and Eng- 
land are alike in their capacity for ad- 
miration of high courage and military 
skill, and while the London papers were 
applauding Kuropatkin’s masterly retreat 
from Liao-yang, and the dogged tenacity 
of his brave soldiers, the Tokio papers 
were doing just the same thing. There 
was, then, no chance of misunderstand- 
ing on this point, and, even if there had 
been, it would doubtless have been neu- 
tralised by the other and substantial 
proofs given by Great Britain of her 
goodwill. The very considerable fund 
raised in this country for the Japanese 
wounded, alone, to say nothing of the 
marked public satisfaction displayed 
whenever news arrived of a Japanese suc- 
cess, would have been sufficient, if nece.s- 
sary, to convince the Island Nation of the 
Far East that the friendship of the other 
Island Nation was of the right enduring 
sort. 


said in passing that the Tokio Press took 
a singularly sane view, refraining, in par- 
ticular, from any sort of expressed wish 
that Great Britain should be forced into 
the conflict against her will. Warm- 
hearted sympathy with the victims of the 
outrage was generally exhibited in Japan, 
and, as we have seen, the Mayor of 
Tokio was at pains to cable direct to the 
Mayor of Hull the sincere condolences of 
himself and his fellow-citizens upon what 
had occurred. Of what Japan thought 
about Britain’s naval preparations in con- 
nection with the outrage it might savour 
of self-complacency to speak at length. 
But it may safely be said that the spec- 
tacle of her ally’s magnificent readiness 
to assert, if necessary, her maritime 
supremacy in Europe was not lost upon 
a nation which had herself given the 
world such a striking object-lesson in the 
value of sea-power. 

Another foreign country Japan’s rela- 
tions with which were of unusual interest 
at this stage was Germany. There is no 
question that for the first six or seven 
months of the war Japan had viewed 
Germany’s, or rather the German Em- 
peror’s, pro-Russian tendencies with 
grave suspicion, and even now the assist- 
ance lent in the matter of coaling the 
Baltic Fleet was not unnaturally creating 
a good deal of resentment in Japanese 
minds. But some modification of this 
bitter feeling took place at the end of 
September and the beginning of October 
in consequence of the visit of Prince Karl 
Anton of Hohenzoliern to Tokio, pre- 
parator}’ to proceeding to the front. 
Prince Karl arrived at the Japanese 
capital on September 25tli, and received 
a notable welcome, several of the leading 
papers taking the opportunity of em- 
phasising the friendship between Japan 
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nnii Gcrrmn) At n f^rcweU bnnqvitt on 
October 2nd one of the J \pnncsc Princcsi 
in proposing; the honllh of the K'oscr 
coupled niih tint of Prince Kiri, re 
marked tint the dcspitcli of so dislm- 
puished 1 member of the Gerrmn Im 
pernl finul% to iccompin} n Japanese 
arm\ constituted a strong? proof of the 
friendship cementing not onl> the two 
Courts, but also the two I mpires of Ccr 
manj and Japan 

It IS not suix^csted that these amenities 
should of themscKcs be taken >erj 
seriously, and, as hinted abo\c, there ire 
still reasons, and cogent reasons, wh) 
Japan should not regard Germany with 
special lovingkmdness To those reasons 
ma\ be added the strong commercial 
nialrj which has already arisen, and 
which cannot fad to become still stronger 
m the future, between two countries who 
base never disguised their intention to 
have a finger in the Cluna pic But it 
is none the less noteworthj that m Octo 
her, 1904, a marked improvement in the 
relations between Japan and Germanv 
took place, the mere fact of which mav 
prove to be of some historical signifi- 
cance 

It IS a singiilir mstmee of Russia s 
diplomatic mcthcKU that she should hive 
stooped about this tune to seek to ertate 
in the United States nn uncasv ftthng 
that japan s contmiieil succiss would 
jeopardise Nnurica’s position m the 
Philippines \s the Tines correspondent 
at Tokio obscnctl nothing could be mort 
chimcncnJ since it is \cn doubtful wbe- 
ihcr even 1 upland hold', a higher place 
in Japan s istcem and afTvxtion than 
\mcnca In explaining tint this senti 
ment is of lang and uncheck oil growth 
the correspondent quotetl indiil^wl tfi a 
short histo I it retrospect, an<I add d 1 
note on the jire ent rcliiiois btiwesn the 


two countries so admirably lucid and to 
the point that an cMract is subjoined 
erhatim — 

* America first among Occidental 
St ites agreed to relieve Japan from the 
indignit} of alien tribunals administering 
foreign laws within her borders and al 
though this concession, mevprcssiblj 
prized bj the Japanese, had no immediate 
practical v due because of an arrange 
ment wbicb m idc its operation condi 
tional on the concurrence of other 
Powers, the reservation, having been 
suggested b> the Japanese themselves, 
did not m anj sense detract from the 
grace of the act America, again, by 
restoring her share of an indemnity 
wrested from Japan under painful cir- 
cumstances, grcatlv strengthened her 
place in the Island rmpirc s heart, and, 
when to this record is added the fact that 
in the demeanour of the average United 
States citiren towards the Japanese there 
has alua>s been a subtle something which 
differentiates him from the gcncralh con- 
descending and too often contemptuous 
rtpresentatne of other Western nations. 
It becomes comprehensible that among all 
her Occidental friends there is none more 
clitrishcd b) J ipan than the American 
Tlicse considerations alone should suffice 
to show how extravagant is the sugges 
turn that Japan would ever resent the 
floating of the Stars and Stripes over the 
IMiihppincs And there is the further car 
dinal fact that, although Japan is actu- 
illv allied in this war with onlv one sec- 
tion of the \nglo-Saxon race, she believes 
htrvelf to be IhcorcticalK allied with the 
whole of \nglo Saxondom, since slit is 
fghting for the Rntish \mtrican pro- 
gramme of equal opportunities for all 
pcopltx in an mikperxlsnl China, and for 
iht \nglo-Saxoa ideal of constitutional 
Iibtrtv against the s\%a\ of dcsp<» ' 
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t^nsm Amcricis \\illulrnuil from the 
riiilippincs would be rcj'irdtd l»\ the 
Jnpmc'^L js little short of i c'iHniit\ 
since her presence there constitutes v 
j'lnnntic for the contininnce of her 
wholesome interest in the nlTiirs of the 
I nr I nst 

The onl) other foreij^n rel itions with 
winch J jp'in is senonsh ind spcciilh 
concerned it this moment ire with Chin i 
nnd here the consider itions imoUcd ore 
so numerous ind complex tint thc> must 
lie left for scparifc treatment, should 
occasion arise m i future eh ipter It 
IS sufTleicnt to sa^ here that at present no 
cause for pirticuhr anxictt exists in this 
ilircction, ind that accore(m},(j , neither 
in the 1 ast nor \\est is there in> mime* 
dnte indicition that Japan will be Inm 
pered in her prosecution of the "ar h> 
extraneous contingencies This circum 
stance yitts added point to the simple 


hut impressue appe d iddresscd l)\ the 
Mikado to his people m the snond wcel 
of October Since the outbn lU of the 
w ir. Slid his Mipstv, ' our Arm> 
ind our Na\) hue elemonsir ited their 
brucrj and their lojiU\, while both 
ofhci ils aiul people hue icted in unison 
to support the C iiise So fir, success 
Ji IS iltenelcd our Cnise, but, the end 
beinir jet \crj f ir dist ml, it is ncccssar} 
to he patient ind ste ulf isi in the pur- 
suance of our ictmn and thus urn it the 
final accomphslmierit of our purpose ' 
Well mi> the Jipincsc hue pud re 
spcctfu! heed to such » mess if,e, knowinff 
IS the} did how c trncsti} iml tactfully 
ihcir noble I mpernr was workinj,” to 
lessen the strain of the w ir b} carcfvd 
conscrxaiion of the lutioml resources, 
ind b) the maintenance of studiouslj 
fricndl) intercourse with ill neutral 
nations 
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CHAPTER LXXII. 


RUSSIA IN OCTOBER — ARMIES IN MANCHURIA — SIBERIAN RAILWAY — DISCONTENTED 
RESERVISTS — FRESH WARLIKE PREPARATIONS — DARDANELLES QUESTION REVIVED — 
FEELING IN ST. PETERSBURG — EFFECT OF THE WAR ON TRADE — FINANCIAL OUTLOOK. 


I N seeking- to do for Russia in this 
chapter what was done for Japan in 
the last, namely, to examine her con- 
dition and resources at the commence- 
ment of the winter operations, a some- 
what less grateful task is encountered. 
In the case of Japan the prospect, by no 
means one of unmixed freedom from care 
and apprehension, was relieved by many 
bright features. In particular we saw an 
enlightened monarch loyally supported b}- 
a united people in a policy of persistent 
and self-sacrificing endeavour. We saw, 
too, a splendidly efficient Navy and Army, 
not only maintained at a glorious pitch 
of enthusiasm and achievement by their 
own valour and endurance, but backed 
up to the utmost by the sedulous efforts 
made at home to keep them well fur- 
nished with supplies and war material. 
The inevitable strain of a costly and de- 
vastating conflict we found to be both 
sensibly relieved by wise administration 
of the nation’s finances, and notably as- 
sisted by the circumstance of a record 
crop and an encouraging maintenance of 
trade prosperity. 

When wc turn to Russia's winter out- 
look wc shall meet with much less chcer- 
ing symptoms. But, before we proceed 
to discuss these in detail, a word of warn- 
ing is necessary. While in relation to 
the actual winter operations themselvc.s, 
the condition of Russia may be shown to 
be little short of deplorable, while figure.s 
might easily be cited to prove that the 


blow already dealt to Russia’s finance 
and commerce, to say nothing of her 
world-prestige, has been an extraordin- 
arily heav}’- one, it would be very foolish 
to generalise too freely from any state- 
ments of this kind. Russia, in October, 
1904, presents a very imposing figure, 
notwithstanding the fact that she has 
been handled during the past eight 
months by Japan much in the same way 
as a big-framed Western wrestler is 
sometimes handled by an undersized 
professor of jii-ji-isti. She must still be 
reckoned a very great Power, tempor- 
arily, perhaps, taken at a disadvantage, 
but still an adversary of giant strength 
and literally immense resources. What 
a country like Russia can do in the way 
of fighting can never be measured by 
a few months of war. Over such a vast 
area, where such enormous possibilities 
and reserves of wealth and other aids to 
resistance arc concerned, powers of self- 
recovery may come into play, of which 
history has already provided some in- 
structive examples. France, while she 
was being humbled by Germany, did won- 
derful things, and, her humiliation over, 
recovered herself with extraordinary 
swiftness. Russia herself did the .same 
after her war with Turkey in 1877. 
.Again, Russia’s very weakness as a 
nation may prove, as Turkey’s has done, 
her strength as a fighter. 

If, then, wc proceed somewhat ruth- 
lessly to examine Russia’s position in re- 
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to the enntmunnee of the \\'»r dur 
jnjj the u inter months, let us do so 
njth our eves open to bifj historicil nnd 
polltlC^l f\cts Rome w is not built »n n 
di\, nnd for tint \cr\ reason did not 
dtelmL in i <li\, althouijh the emses of 
her ultiin iie f dl were such as would ha\e 
broujjhl about a speeds collapse in an\ 
less stronjjK bisetl empire Hut Russia 
IS e\en less liable than Rome in her liter 
da\s mii^Iit hue been to feel the 
full wcij;Ut of such a hammering' as she 
has rcccucd 1 or Russia is not onl\ an 
I mpirc wlueh Ins been i long; time g;row* 
inp, hut one whiih his not done jjrowinj; 
act, as fir is intern il dcaclopmcot, it 
ana rate is c<inccrne<l There arc more 
sijjns of cominj; em ineip ition th in of 
imminint dc( idcnte about Russia, uid 
this IS one of those considerations aahicli 
Ins to be rickoncd aera senoush aahcii 
cstim itin^ the restrae of fi|;htm,; 
strength possessed ha i belligerent nation 
at ana stage of a great w ir 

With these fett word-, of caution, 
1) iscd on purila lustoncil arguments 
a Inch need not In tlahoritid here, let 
us turn to the niittir thrin-tlv in hand, 
nid Ira to g iiige f iirh the efTeet upon 
•he winlir s a\orl avlmh Russia s special 
prtparaltons md the conditions under 
a\hich she n in iking them aaire liki!' to 
In\c In tlu first pi ice we Inae to deal 
aailli tlu Russiin \rma on the s|x>t ind 
lierc, before \m procml to projects of 
tvpaiiMon, one or ta\o sirious points p-c 
sent llumvtKis In the first plate ihcn 
can 1 m no rjuistion tint th Rtisst m 
camt Ins hnn lulpcil to to ilmost m 
crct'iMc catinl h\ two tiri.umstTncc> IxilJi 
of a persond inturc nnt |!k rn ill of 
\dinrd \Ustit‘T, iK former \ ic«.r«\ of 
llic 1 ar I nsi~w! ic’i Ins bnn <I( di with 
U lei ^th in Cl ap if I \\ II _i|jp 
tl c r Tsiuf vnt r»I ,rls of Princt Khd off. 


"•17 

the Minister of I’ublie W orks and Coiii- 
miinicalions to maintain and mercase the 
cirraing cipanta of the Siberian Rad- 
aaaa 

We Inae alrcad) seen how the recall of 
Alexeieff, the heua handed intriguer ’ 
of the 1 ar I ast, has coincided aailh the 
formation of i Second Russi m Anna m 
Mancluiri i under (icncr il Gnpenherg', the 
origin il idea being" tint kuropitkin 
should Inae supreme eontrol of these two 
armies onU Rut the form ilion of irnues 
IS a fascinating process, and on!) a fcaa 
weel s after the notion of a Second Anna 
a Third Arnn beg m to be conlemp! itcd, 
and sliorih ifterwards beeamc in iccnm- 
plisbcd fiet It IS not netessara to go 
into the prclimm ir) del ids of this new 
organisation A simpler pi ui as ill be to 
mtieipatc the st itc of aff iirs at the end 
of the acar, a\hcii ave find the Russian 
miht ira sircnglli in M incluirn scheduled 
ba a mditar) evpert is follows — 1 irst 
\rma (General I inieaitcli) — I irst, 
Second, Third, and 1 ourth Siberian 
\rin) Corps si) i^oooo, to the cast 
of the great M incluiri m Road Second 
\rnu (General Gnpenherg) — I irst, 
Fentli and Scacntccntb Kussiin and 
I iftli Siberi in \rnia Corps, peril ips 
1^0 ooo strong', to the west of Hie same 
road Third \rma (Gmerd Kaulbars) — 
1 iglilli anti SiMccnth Russnn \rma 
Corps (cacn in Jamnr) not complctcl) 
mustered at the front), and the Sixth 
Siberian \rnn Corps, si\. So ooo men 
To the aboac must be iddcd tlu caa dra 
under General Reimenk imf, winch is 
dirttiU under the Commander in Chitf 

It Will thus be seen tli it, tb inks to tlu 
cictriordinar\ encrg\ of tlie Miriisltr of 
Works and Ua\s, the Russians had no 
lief of men at the front both at tJ < Ic 
ginning of, md during, the- winter 
\Iso iccortling 1«» (•rncr-'l KertpiRm 
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the Commissariat Department was work- 
ingf well, at any rate, in the autumn, for 
in September the Command6r-in-Chief 
made special mention of the manner in 
which the Commissariat officials had 
carried out their duties hitherto, and 


note that at the commencement of the 
winter operations the question of food 
supplies does not seem to have caused 
any particular anxiety. The only serious 
deficiency seems to have been in the 
matter of forage, which had run very 



GE.NrUAL KAULBAKS, COMMANDER-IN-CIUEF OF THE THIRD RUSSIAN 
MANCHURIAN ARMY. 


asked that their services might be 
brougiit directly under the notice of the 
Tsar. It is true that later accounts seem 
to indicate that this praiseuorthy 
efficiency was not ucll maintained. But 
we are dealing in this chapter with the 
winter prospect, and it is important to 


short since the Russian evacuation of 
Liao-yang, where the bulk of the forage 
stores liad been accumulated since the 
commencement of the campaign. Even 
the Harbin depot appears to have been 
rapidly exhausted, with the result that 
cavalry leaders were beginning to com- 
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plain !oudl> of the restrictions tluis pheed 
on their mosements 

Uut It IS when we come to look into 
other circumstances at the front that we 
bepin to <lisco\cr sijjns of i pinchm^r 
shoe c ha\c ilrcad\ seen how, 
through want of proper winter uniforms, 
the Russian troops were compelled to 
wear Chinese clothing It is further 
stated tint there was i serious lack of 


of people suffering from <1\ sentcra thosi 
in atithoriti hide, and then excuse them- 
sclxcs on the plea th it tlie matter has not 
been reported to tlicm 

The eh incc of an\ improxcment m 
this painful condition of affairs ts xerx 
small Some indication Ins previous!) 
been given of the scandalous misippro- 
prntion of funds subscribc<l in Russia for 
the illcvntion of the sufferings of the 


boots, a grave matter indeed at the siek and wounded lo this max now he 
commencement of a Manchurian cold added the testimonj of one of the Rus- 
•eason Another significant drawback snn correspondents of tlie Times, who 



Mriting /roni Mukdtji a J{u<»j3n sns \irv hitJ< cimMinco is non 


of) err under date Julv aotli, had driwn felt lint monev given to tlie Red Cross 
a tcrribli- picture of the ••itintion in this ^ocutv will ever rcadi tin Russi in si I 


respect In the railwav hospital cisis 
of diplithcrn and seirlet fever arcIo<Ig<<l 
m llic same huiUhng as surf^ical cast > 
Tliere is hterallv noj a x aeant spi i 
''p’erdid Rnval trains for ih vvotmdrd 
half enipis Hut men suffering ff< m 
ih'enierv are carrierl on >ir in in 
waggons at the rue rf iwenlv fve siel 
r~m to a vva^.goa r - m Ill's «f « 
tiers \ri! all 1} in aro jses I tt* ntrrest 
Wien so- e wrf*c}''<I tra n arn r\ fdl 


and wound d it ill md in the cirruin- 
slimes tins IS not surprising' Hut tvin 
thns( who arc vvilling lo milt md p ij 
f rilurown irnngcmcnis find lJu I is! 
n I nsv one \n assryi itum of n )hl s m 
lie south rf Rijssn % jsJj to f^jiuji i 
sfeciaf lr^^ufinr^ for tfi v r, n f f 
ll Ugh ill prtpiriti ns h I f 1 ' 
f ' UA ird thf ir m is n 1) I ' 

He rifi 1 If- rr t 1 f^rrr I it' ' 

pe-'MI a-ji-z-y,! M/ d /■» ' 
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last one of the members of the associa- 
tion went himself to St. Petersburg' to 
try to accelerate matters. After being; 
passed on from office to office and obtain- 
ing; nothing' but evasive replies and un- 
satisfactory promises, he discovered that 
the cause of the trouble was a certain 
hig'hly placed military official, who would 
not g'ive the permission until he had re- 
ceived a substantial douceur. This haA^- 
ing; been prordded, all difficulties A'^anished 
and the ambulance Avas alloAved to pro- 
ceed. 

“ Another instance of peculation Avhich 
occurred out at the seat of the Avar Avas 
related to me by a Russian Avho had had 
to do Avith the equipment of one of these 
private hospitals. A chief of police at 
Kronstadt, Avho had been dismissed and 
imprisoned for peculation some years 
ago, Avas appointed to an important posi- 
tion in the Red Cross Society, and en- 
trusted Avith a sum of 600,000 roubles 
(;^6o,ooo) to be expended in the Far 
East. He Avent out there, and soon the 
Avhole sum had disappeared, but nothing 
had been spent on the object for Avhich 
it Avas intended. The affair came to light 
and the ex-chief of police Avas recalled, 
but actually given another appointment 
in the Red Cross Society’s headquarters 
at St. Petersburg. 

“ Although most of the nurses have be- 
haved Avith the greatest gallantry and 
self-sacrifice in their task at the front, 
the conduct of others has been less praise- 
Avorthy, and 25 per cent, of them have 
been ordered back to Russia for scandal- 
ous misbehaviour.” 

It is a relief to be able to turn from 
these unpleasant stories to the details 
of the Avorking of the Siberian Raihvay, 
to Avhich approving allusion has been 
made above. In this connection the per- 
sonality of Prince Khilkoff is particularly 


interesting. He is described by Mr. 
John Foster Fraser, in his “The Real 
Siberia ” (Cassell & Co.), as an elderly 
gentleman Avith the easiest of manners, 
and nothing Russian or official about him. 
He studied engineering as a young man 
in Birkenhead and afterAvards in America. 
According to Prince Khilkoff ’s OAvn ac- 
count he is “ just a Avorking man, you 
knoAAf — a sort of blacksmith.” But he 
is something very much more than that. 
Not only is he a striking combination of 
intellect, A'igour, and industry, but he is 
one of the feAv men avIio haA^e been able 
successfully to cope Avith the blight of 
corruption and peculation AA'hich is such 
a frightful hindrance to the proper de- 
A'elopment more especially of great Rus- 
sian engineering* enterprises. One after 
the other he has Aveeded out the higher 
officials of the vast Siberian line, until a' 
staff has been formed upon AAffiich real 
reliance can be placed. Moreover, there 
is little chance of backsliding, for the 
Minister of Communications, having set 
his headquarters at Irkutsk, is constantly 
traA'elling up and doAvn the line, person- 
ally superintending the strengthening of 
the permanent Avay and the badly-Avanted 
construction of neAA^ sidings. The result 
has been that, in spite of heartrending 
difficulties, there has not only been no 
serious breakdoAvn, but the carrying 
capacity of the line has been sensibly in- 
creased. 

Brief mention has been made in pre- 
ceding chapters of the opening of the 
Circum-Baikal extension, by Avhich the 
A'oyage across the lake is satisfactorily 
avoided. Of this extension, Avhich Avas 
opened for traffic on September 26th, 
some interesting details are noAv avail- 
able. The line aaus actually commenced 
in iSgg, but, until the outbreak of the 
Avar, the progress made Avas A-cry sIoaa' 
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ouinp- to llic almost msupcnblc miunl 
ul)''lnclcs encountered The ntlu^^ is 
il)0ut 1^0 niiks and no fewer thin 
thirlN .three tunnels hid to he cut throupli 
the mountiins with d\mmite, the til 
tun itc cost hemp; neirh si\ millions ster- 
ling' Some ide i of the \ due of the line 
for purposes of reinforcement mn he 
jr lined from the st itement tint ten tr nns, 
c leh of thirlN e irmp-cs, cm he run on 
the txtcnsion d;nl\, whereas the ice 
breaker //«;/ a/, formcrij the onl\ link he 
tween the CisHiikal and Tmos-Haikal 


coriNcrt therailwa) as fir as I ike Hiikal 
into a double line, in<l i first ere<ht of 
ten million roubles h u! been opeiu<l foi 
the purpose 

Willie on the subject of the transport 
of Russi m troops to the I ir I ist a 
trance ma\ be jjuen it the pnsij^c up 
from Soulhern Russi i to the Moscow 
terminus of the SiIk ri m hue Here is 
an intcrtstinjj’ picture tiktn from t 



hnrs, nnkinf,' thrte trips across the like 
c\er\ Oi\. could onh carrj twenU fi\t 
nrrn^C’* neh trip 

)b;/ iicn luth this iwpnrtint improve- 
rint ilie CTrnm^' eipncitv of the 
Railwiv fills M.fv far -hort of 
amM ftfjejremrnls T>;t r< il do/dcri- 
tun IS a ^rctird Inc of njl« and it is 
if h’Ls‘n’s ^'mtnr<s jhat tic 
t'c" crdi V fast, of p wlir^ V\is demand 
d >rs not drier f rf rt'pr"»’)’c 
f t aki ’ a ♦M-t at t’ c ro" — c''cr 
I <''1 of t’ s I _sv wiatrr I»» |tf i* -d 
S'crl ,n t> darrd-d to 


» Tiir JftAst mi ruiA / 

. KAiev Av eseex 

cossTrecTios 

letter written about the middfe of 
OcioE>cr — 

*• On I recent journev hetwetn I k itcr^ 
inoslafl and <)dcss j I rounted no fewer 
thin seven mditTrv trims full of trrxips 
Roinfr eastward Thtv fornud pirl of 
the Odessa Arras Corps wfu fi his hem 
moTiihseal and is Imn,; s^f,! out to ilf« 
front f ach train convistrd of twrntv 
to tJiirtv cars, t ich o^ wbi»'li roatainej 
ilxiet thiftv nca rir u.,ht h ^rs'-s \t ihf 
station of ^'nimerlu tl<fe v as a par 
licularh buss scear, as th'tf tr las were 
there ish , and a nernVr of 

soMi**^s Iki h lafantrv aadrava’i, wc'e 
s'lltereri aV t t'e p’atf ’fo't of 

t*'e r*»^ V o'e r••5r» t.aih cave -» ''r s 
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who had jackets of a light greenish-khaki 
colour. They were small in stature, but 
seemed well set up and strong. They 
had very swarthy skins, and were evi- 
dently to a great extent of non-Russian 
extraction — Tartars, Circassians, etc. 
One of the officers, too, a Mahomet^p, 
wore a red fez. They appeared to use 
cheerful enough, and some were even 
dancing on the platform wild fantastic-: 
Oriental dances, interspersed with curious 
shrieks, to the tune of a violin played by 
a musical warrior in one of the cars. 
These antics aroused considerable curios- 
ity and amusement among the ordinary 
passengers and lookers on, who formed 
circles round the performers. 

‘ ‘ The cars in which the troops travelled 
were ordinary goods vans taken from all 
the railways of the Russian Empire. A 
good many, by the way, belong to the 
Eastern Chinese Railway, the name of 
which is painted on them in Russian only. 
In each van several planks had been 
placed crossways and lengthways so as 
to form benches for the soldiers, but they 
were so arranged that they could not be 
of much comfort to any one wishing to 
sleep, and the^ rnen usually slept, or tried 
to sleep, on the floor. Owing to the 
fatiguing nature of the journey, the 
troops are allowed a day’s rest after three 
days’ travelling. There seemed to be 
very little in the way o^f kit in the cars, 
but possibly the belongings of the troops 
were in other vans. A number of cars 
had a small iron stove for heating in 
winter. Where cavalry or artillery ^Yas 
being transported, the horses were placed 
at each end of the car, with the saddles 
piled up in a pyramid in the intervening 
space, which was also occupied by a few 
soldiers. In each train there were two 
or three second-class cars provided with 
sleeping couches for the officers.” 


It was particularly noticed by the 
correspondent who penned the above 
graphic description that, although a 
number of the inhabitants of the various 
towns along the line assembled at the 
stations to see the troops pass, there 
appeared not to be the slightest enthusi- 
asm, and not a single cheer was heard 
as train after train full of soldiers 
steamed off. This brings us to the con- 
templation of the state of affairs and of 
public feeling in Russia itself as regards 
the war, and more especially with refer- 
ence to the continued calling up of re- 
servists in connection with fresh mobilisa- 
tions. That the later mobilisation orders 
issued have caused serious discon- 
tent, particularly in Southern Russia, 
there is abundant evidence. Here the 
standard of intelligence is, at any rate 
among those engaged in commerce, com- 
paratively high, and even the lower 
classes have kept themselves fairly well 
informed as to the real progress of the 
war. Nor have officially organised lec- 
tures and other propaganda caused them 
to take a less critical view of the posi- 
tion of Russia in respect to this disas- 
trous conflict, which has already had 
such a grave effect upon trade, and in 
which they have already seen so much 
Russian blood and treasure expended. 
Small Avonder, then, that the receipt at 
Odessa, for instance, of the order to 
mobilise should be followed by some 
remarkable scenes, of which the follow- 
ing is an instructive example : — The Com- 
mander-in-Chief of the forces in South 
Russia was haranguing, according to 
custom, a large detachment of soldiers 
assembled for despatch from Odessa by 
military train. The men listened sullenly 
to the speech until the General thought 
fit to remind them that the call to arms 
was an honour of which they should show 
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their .'ippreci.'ilion. 'I'liis wns (oo nuich 
for the patience of men whose sorrow at 
beintr torn frotJi their homes had been 
aJ4£4''<'i'<'i(ecI by the refusal of the fJov- 
crnor to allow their wives, and f)ther 
relations and friends, to see them off at 
the station. ,\ murmur nm lhrouj,''li the 
ranks, and one of llie men shouted, 
“ Davolno ! " — “ enoii^li.” 'I'he occur- 
rence of sucli an incifient at such .a time 
is strilcintf proof th.at neither the usual 
patriotism of tlie Russian public, nor 
tlieir just fear of the iron discipline which 
pervades the milit.ary system of tlie 
country, could repress their dislike of 
the war and their indignation at beiiytr 
thus rulhiessly forced to l.ake personal 
part in it. 

Considcrai)lc cruelly is intlictcd upon 
the lower classes in the matter of the 
horse mobilisation, the callin'^ up of 
privately owned horseflesh for cavalry, 
artillery, and transport purposes. TJjc 
custom is to commandeer horses freely 
alike from wealthy traders in the towns 
and from poor moujiks, or peasants, on 
their farms, a sum being' paid by the 
military authorities which represents, as 
mig-ht be expected in Russia, a fraction 
of the real value of the animal taken. 
Also, as mig-ht be expected in this hot- 
bed of corrupt practices, the system 
leads to many abuses. A wealthy man 
has little difficulty in evading- the requisi- 
tions by temporarily taking- into use dur- 
ing the horse mobilisation period a few 
old crocks whose seizure he can regard 
without a pang, his better animals being 
kept discreetly out of the way. The con- 
nivance of the military authorities may 
be required, and is readily obtained for 
a consideration. “ The poorer land- 
owners and eternally oppressed moujiks 
have no such means at their disposal for 
'evading the law. The better the mou- 


jik’s horse the less chance there is of 
it.s csc.-iping- requisition. Moreover, he 
mu.st lake wh.'it the Government offer 
him for it. He weeps, appeals, offers 
his insignificant baksficcsh^ and mumbles 
curses by turns as he stands with hun- 
dreds of others in the market-place 
‘ concentration ’ enclosure. Half his 
l.'ind must remain unploughcd until he 
c:in .add enough out of his own pocket to 
buy .a new horse with the slender dole he 
/nay get as compensation from the 
authorities. ” 

A st.-irtling- fc.'iture of the discontent 
in connection with the mobilisations was 
the broadcast distribution among the re- 
servists themselves of p.amphlets prepared 
by the revolutionary party. 7 'hese pam- 
phlets are described .as beautifully printed 
and gol-up, their tone being studiously 
moderate, in that no .attempt is made to 
encourage outr.agcs or even active resist- 
ance to authority, Jkassivc resistance on 
a wholesale scale to the mobilisation 
orders is counselled, and a very careful 
effort is made to represent the war in 
its true colours. It is pointed out that 
the Russian people never have had, and 
never can have, any interest in Man- 
churian affairs, and that the war has 
been engineered soleh' in the interests of 
the governing- classes. “ Even a suc- 
cessful issue could only result in a fresh 
crop of Grand Ducal concessions.” 
Somewhat curiously a point is made of 
the suggestion that Russia’s prestige has 
already suffered through her failure to 
keep her promises as to the evacuation 
of Manchuria, a strange position, indeed, 
for the writer of a Russian pamphlet to 
take up. 

Such discontent so skilfully fostered 
could not but produce an important effect 
among not only those liable to be called 
up, but also among those actually sent 
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to llic front, and able to see for them- 
stlvts tbc (liflitullies under ^^ll^cll the 
Kussl.in Arm\ is prosecuting: this ill- 
starred campii^n. On the other hand* 
it must be remembered that the Kussian 
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In spite of disturbances the work of 
reinforcement is carried on stc.idil\, and 
unit after unit j^oes to the front more or 
Ic'-s complete!) equipped for acti\c scr- 
\icc, and doubtless containinj: a fair pro- 


portion of willlnf: and cap iblc, if not of 
tnthuMislic and hl^dih-trainwl. fi;:httrs. 
Tile strain as )tt is Inrdb felt as ri;: irds 
tin noi>Ht>mnussionc<l ranks, but il is 
noticeable th it towards tbc erd of \u"ust 
it I id I>ccn found e»pc<lir»il to I'suc an 
Ir^-perinl Am) Order b\ w!ii'*h 01, 
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“ ^'oii, oliicer.s, >parr \ oiic i \ t'.s, 
'J’lifV are your cartridt'es. 

“ My brotliei's, 1 Iia\e itislrueled your 
falliers, arni now I .sja-alc to you. In .at- 
t.u'icino in line do not <-Iose up in nia.‘->e,v; 
keep \oui' ranks elear of each other. 
Adv.'ince boldly. ‘ 'I'.ake e.are. enemy. I 
am marehiiyef on you ! ' Oilieers, t.ike 
care not to ^ive orders to lire .at Ion”' 
raiyoe. It would be foolish and would he 
.a useless waste of e;irtrids 4 es. In niitht 
encounters do not make a clamour. In 
silence all “oes well Let the enemy 
shout, but you rush in with the bayonet. 
Spare your carlridjyes, spare your re- 
serves. .At night dead silence. ‘ Ura 
(hurrah) is a grand Russian word, but to 
shout it at the wa'ong time would be fool- 
ish. \Vc have had such cases, 

“ Give my greetings to the men of 
Podolia and Jitomir. May God grant 
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of b g.j /;!<. ;ff>pr.(r-' to li.a'.e bevfi .\fit- 
tioai V, liicli ilu- '.ailing of .a st<'.anier 
tor I.ibau ill) .a full cargo of hc'avy gtitis 
.anti ammunition e\<aic'd at the time little 
eomme/it, .ahhoiig’li p<»'.^ibly some awk- 
w.anl rjue'.lions oti the stihjeet may arise 
hete.alter in this anti similar e.ases. 

l>ul Russia had naval .as well .as miii- 
t.ary [)rc])aralious to make, and cotitin- 
geiieies to {)ro\ii!e for, at this juncture. 
'I'he <it. s|)atch of the Jhaltie h'leel has been 
sep.arately de;dt with, but .a few words 
m.ay be .atlded here with reference to the 
suhm.arines which may ov may not have 
.aecompanierl .Admiral Rozhdesl vensky’s 
sfju.adron on its .adventurous voy.ag-c. 
There is no douhl that Russia was now 
freely ordering" submarines. Tlie order 
placed in America for a number of boats 
of the Protidor type Jins alrcad}- been 
mentioned, while in the German Socialist 
papers it w;is freely averred that several 
.submarines were in course of construc- 
tion in the Germania Shipbuilding yards. 
But in connection wa’th the Baltic Fleet 
an incident arose which is rather an en- 
tertaining example of up-to-date enter- 
prise in the contraband supply of w'ar 
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material to belligerent nations. While 
the Baltic Fleet rvas preparing to set out, 
an American steamer arrived at Kron- 
stadt with three submarine boats on 
board, which were promptly offered to 
the Russian naval authorities with a 
choice of alternative terms and condi- 
tions. Either the boats would be sold 
outright for a lump sum, or the A'endors 
would undertake to man them with their 
own crews, requiring only one Russian 
officer on board each submarine as super- 
visor, etc. In the latter case, the Ameri- 
cans would require 25- per cent, of the 
registered value or cost of each Japanese 
vessel sunk to be paid to them. 

The cream of the proposal soon came 
to the top. “ You may arrest us, If you 
like,” said the Yankee negotiators, ” but, 
if you do, we can tell you that your 
Baltic Fleet, with which we are anxious 
to co-operate, will be at a serious dis- 
advantage, because we have sent another 
steamer, with three other submarines of 
the same kind, to the Japanese, who will 
certainly take them ! ” 

In addition to submarines the Russian 
Government was careful to order large 
fresh consignments of torpedoes for im- 
mediate use, and to extend as far as 
possible her ship-buildlng programme by 
placing contracts for the construction of 
new cruisers and torpedo-craft in foreign 
yards. Here, of course, no breach of 
neutrality is immediately involved, since 
delivery In the case of such orders may 
not take place until long after the Avar 
is OA'er. But it is rather interesting that 
Russia should not haA’C alloAved the war- 
like preoccupation of the moment to 
divert her from keeping a steady eye on 
future naval requirements. We may 
haA'C something to say later of her new 
naval programme; for the present it may 
be recorded that quite at the end of Sept- 


ember the French Compagnie des Forges 
et Chantlers de la Mediterranee receh'ed 
an order for ele\^en destroyers of the 
latest pattern, and that further orders 
AA'^ere expected to be gh^en A^ery shortly 
for four cruisers of the Bayan type. 

But these were by no means the only 
signs that in some Russian official 
quarters the mere despatch of the Second 
Pacific Squadron Avas not regarded as a 
conclusive bid for the recapture of naval 
supremacy in the Far East. In October 
there began to be heard Avith gi'OAAdng 
distinctness those suggestive murmurs 
as to the unfairness of bottling up a large 
portion of the Russian Fleet in the Black 
Sea, the echo of Avhich is from time to 
time Avafted over Continental Europe. 

There Avould seem to be some question 
AA'hether this time there Avas not more 
bluff than seriousness about the Russian 
attitude concerning that long-standing 
grievance. For the Black Sea Fleet Avas 
noAv in a very bad state, and there Avould 
have been the greatest difficulty in putting 
any appreciable portion of it on a Avar 
footing. The ships’ companies had been 
heaA^ily draAvn upon, more especially in 
regard to the engine-room staffs, for the 
purpose of supplying deficiencies in the 
Baltic Squadron, and there had recently 
been an exhibition of Avholesale insub- 
ordination amounting almost to open 
mutiny. But, these draAAffiacks notAvith- 
standing, the old, old question AA’as 
AA’armly reAUA^ed, ” Ought the passage of 
the Dardanelles any longer to be closed to 
the AA'arships of Russia, and AA-as Great 
Britain justified In maintaining her in- 
conA'eniently stubborn opposition to Rus- 
sia’s national Avishes on this point? ” 
At one moment it seemed possible that 
the controversA' might assume a critical 
shape, and that, folloAving on the compli- 
cations created by the Xorth Sea incident, 
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frtsh .ind }ct more serious trouble would 
be crt.itcd b} a Kussinn attempt to force 
tbe imlttr t«> ait issue. 

Wo arc not likclj for man\ >cars to 
come, if then, to know the CN.icl course 
of .\ni:lo-RussiTn diplom.icx in rej^.ird to 
tbe raisin}' of the Dardanelles question 
in the autumn and earh winter of 1504. 
It ma\ be tint the Russian Gcwcrnmcnl 
took no direct hand in the malte'r, and 
contented itself with mereU lookin}' on 
while its agents, volunteer and other, 
Hew their little hitUmis d'tssat throuj'h the 
winch columns of a certain section of 
the* I’ress of Kuropc. Hut it will not I»c 
surprisin}' if some dav we learn tint the 
British (lovcrnment was .iboui this time 
form ill) appro lehed on the subject of the 
Dard mclles, an intim.ition betnt' con- 
veted to it that neither Germ.in) nor 
rraucc would objc'cl to a revision of the 
intern itional treaties on this point. Still 
less asionishin}' would it be to discover 
tint Great Brit.iin, luvin}; j'ivcn definite 
assurances to her all), Jap in, had cate- 
};oric,ill\ and uncompromlsin}il) de'cllned 
to be .1 pirt) to an) alteration of the 
( vistiii},' .ii;rvement. Be this .is it nnv, 
the di'cusslon tvin in the Press dropjK'd 
with some suddenness. Russj 1 would 
eloubtless hive biCU <!eli};hted to stc d .i 
nnreli vqxin botli Ja]) in and Gre.il Britain 
in this initttr, hut the alisurditv of .ii' 
irmptiti}: to do so with the cerlaintv lint 
the Bliik Si i lleit, on emerjjin}' from 
the DvrdinrlKs. would find the British 
^l^•<bt^ rr me in Seju idrnn w.utini,' for it, 
w.Ts V iti titruK obvious 

It is i ou time to turn to a briif sunev 
of the esindiiioM of .iff drs in Rusvii iivt/f 
as re‘.:i'ds ml r-erch the n-oMlintion 
• •iVts. .sid ot'ir ensures for the con- 
ti-i of tin* op, rations, hjt .dso with 
rr'rrc.r to p„Me opinion on ihe mr 
Kr- r'lPi. In obv-md reiuft*. t »vw 


Kussi.m socici) and tr.idc. 1 be picture 
we sli.dl have to dr.iw will be somewb.it 
jjloonn, but not without some bri};ht 
features. Of these, b) no means the 
least plcasinij is the jjrowinjj Russian 
lendcnc) to .uhnirc their enemies, lh.it 
this tendenc) h.is travelled bc)ond the 
ordinar) bounds of respect which one 
combatant I'ener.ill) feels for an adver- 
sarv who has quite uncvpcctedly jjiven 
him a number of Iiad falls, ma) be 
tjatbered from the curious!) changed tone 
of the Russi.in orpins of public .is dis- 
tinct from official opinion. Here is an 
iltuminalini; quotation from the Kuss, one 
of the most popular p ipers in St. I’ctcrs- 
biirj' 

“ ‘ .\lonkc) ’ was the most frequent 
expression beard at the hcj'inninj' of the 
war eoneernin}' the Japinesc. Ihc ap- 
plication of such a term to a brave enemy 
vv.is both undij'nifitd and shahb). Most 
of our travellers wlio li.ivc not devoted 
their entire attention to the Geishas re- 
ported the J.ip.inesc as Imitators. TJiat 
seemcil to be the opinion .it the outbrc.Tk 
of the war. But the l-nf'hsli knew better, 
and m ikin},' an all) of tlic * monkev ’ was 
on their p irl .1 mister-stroke of diplo- 
inicv. .\ll the stories told of the brut.il- 
iiv of the J.ipiiicse Jnvc been shown to 
be* unfounded. Our soldiers who have 
been prisoners and cscapetl arc unani- 
mous as to llic kindness shown them by 
the Japinesc. .\nd the same fcclinq" is 
ivpresscd in letters comin^ from our 
si»ldit*r>, prisoners of war. Thousands o* 

J ipanesc who hive so heroicallv sacnfi< 
their lives in front of Port .\rthur bac 
irore thin wiped out the first perfiduus 
attack upon our ships. feehn^^ of 

mutLal rv-pect has grown up betwees 
=r.d the Japanese -nhh the co.a> 
r-oa a--k-onledsn:icnt of the great ra— ^ 
Eeca •aHch each of tis has nadc. 5 r-a 
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.sfhlitncii! has an<l hicnMji' }(><>[*•«{. 

• )iir npinion ol ihr J.ip.itii-sr has tdni- 
ph irly nlii-irt}. }’inh,ii>}\ tiv ttphihm t>l 
cnc'.iur'. is .tlsn ahiarfl iMuatcis it*-. 

Ainic! the hotiuis <ii 'a;tJ v.r ha'c h-.uist 
(n ! sl.inil one ariothn, ;tn«! iJ i*. 

t'.utit s!ly 1(5 h(' hi'jK't! ihal (!»• av. fti! {xif ■ 
\Sf ant! {i!c |.i|ia!H'.s 5 ' a.iihi* iia\»' js.shl t<ij 
that ki5()vv v.ill foini tin- h.i'i-, i<,r 
ftiliitc pt arclti! tclafionshij). *’ 

1 hisc r()lit;hlijii<! '^caiiii'.i-nts uixc 
laiLirly lostcrcd, mi dinihi, ()\ jhc <t!iii-tal 
li-piji t.s (if (he .sill” (ihif sf! iipiildiism s . <jis- 
playcfi l)y the lapam-sc in i( ”at«i I<i pri- 
sonal piaipcrly fninwi (ii5 the hixiins <if 
Russian nlticcts aiid soldins, )-(if 
inonlhs past il),> CicmTal Staff at St. 
Ihivrsiniii; had hrcn liCciv iitf* tltiotii'li 
the iittonncdiaty <if the h'rcncli hiinhassy 
lari 4 ;c TiiindxTs of ('arcfuily fastt-ncd 
packets forwarded hy titc Japanese tnili- 
larv anthorities, and e<intaini(5i| ohjeels 
of value of all kinds, sneh as jewels, 
eisyar - eases, purses, watches, s^okl 
crosses, :md sums of money- stimctimes 
even single rouble pieces, hiven to the 
most simple-minded Russian tlie know- 
ledg'e that the Japanese were behaving' 
in this high-minded fashion could not fail 
to appc.'d with the gretiler force since 
Russian olTicialdom is often callous to 
the verge of brutality in such matters. 

On the other hand, it must be added 
in tlic interests of bistoi-ical accuracy tluil 
some particularly painful di.scovcrics of 
Japane.se e.spionagc made in September 
must have gone some little way towards 
counteracting the pleasant tendency noted 
above. Before llte outbreak of the war 
there were a good many Japanese in 
Russia, and among them two who were 
employed in commercial houses in St. 
Petersburg. One had gone so far as to 
join the Greek Catholic Church and had 
married a Russian lady. From docu- 
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ttus'iis -.'•i,'('d ;tt their rcsidcnec.s it ap- 
pc.ni’d th.it they v.cre both tiav;d f)ir)rers 

.Hid \'cfc ;i< ting ;ts spies. Russians 

theuiselves s/i;!ietimcs go t«j consider.'ibic 

leasdh- if! the usalter of espioi 5 ,'ige, but 

a g'ooff de.d of bitter .'iiul [irofotind indig- 
n.ition must h;i'. e beeji e;iu..fd i>y these 
p.ttiii fd.ir evitil>if io55s of cynical disregard 
ol feiigiotis .-ifid domestie serii{)!es. 

hot the ie-.t the so‘'i.'d eOcet of the 
v-,ir its Rn-.si.t c.-u) as \ei in* only dimly 
utide! stood. .\ little later ue sh:il! see 
sijpis, if not of .'in nphe.'iv.d, at any rate 
oS ;i rlistiithing tendency to tnake the 
v,ar an o[)poriunity h>r pressing^ on the 
'I's.ir .idminisirative reforms c»f which the 
Ijeiier educated Riissi.ui h:is long^ been 
dre.'iming, and uhii'h it is hardly likely 
ih.-il he can he much longer denied with- 
onl prodiii'ing ;i genniiK' revolution. Hut 
this movement and its seciuei liardly be- 
long to the stage of wliicb more particu- 
larly we .are now spe.aking. ,\p;iri from 
the opposition to the mobilisation orders, 
a!id a good de.d of r.atlier more open 
murmuring than is usually beard in such 
a police-ridden country, there was still 
.sidlii'icnl interest in the war to render 
the public keenly .su.sceptible to the ic.ast 
rumour of success; and, as long- a.s this 
feeling continues, .so long we may be cer- 
t.ain will revolution bang fire. 

The spirited defence of J’ort .Arthur 
heartened some, the de.spatcli of the Bal- 
tic Fleet enciauraged others, and if there 
liad come ncw.s tliat Kuropafkin had won, 
or was within easy distance of winning, 
a marked success, the war might have 
become almost popular, so ignorant are 
the masses, and so completely are they 
under the thumb of the bureaucrac}', the 
olbcial class, which constitutes at once 
the nobility and the ruling influence in 
the Russian Empire. 

In passing, the last proposition de- 
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mrinds :i word of lAplan.ilioii. Il iv iiol, 
[icrlia[)-'. sidlicirdl ly tiiidrolood ni il)i>, 
I’oiinliy dial in Rus'^ia ihrrr is, of 

foiiisr, a hcrcdilary iio’dliiy, .1 lict cditarv 
litli* by ilsrii roininands no icsptTt. .\s 
Mr. < i( i)fi i ry Dr.ai'f poinis out in bis 
" Isiissian Aflairs,’* ilir man who in 
Ivussia is noble is the .S'lali- 

<tlV!t’i;d. .\i;:dn. in.asnuich as ihe Stale 

ollicial owes Ids position indiie.'ily if tmi 
riirerlly to the f.avonr of Ids .Shwereipn, 
il is Ids business to support tlu’ .SoNeieipn 
in exerytldfiLT. .\n inde|)endent .'iHitttdc 
may lie assumed by the flraiu! I)uhes, 
but there .are not m.any of these e\.alted 
nuisanees, and it is .as impossible for tlie 
ordinary luaaaiitarv noliility of Russia to 
pl.ay the p.art of the old barons of bairtl.ind 
as il is for .a sturdy-minded olheial to be 
" ai^in the (io\-(a nnuait ” after tiie 
fashion jjermissilile where theri> are 
“ p.art ies ” .and “.an ()()posilion. “ It 
will readily be understood th.at under 
such .a system il is not e.asy for the 
aspirations and jj.assions of the lower 
cl.a.sse.s to find an outlet, .and th.at Russia 
mij^hl w.ao'C .a fri”hl fully unpopular w.ar 
for many monlh.s before the bulk of the 
nation would denounce il, and insist upon 
an end beint^ put to it, as would cert.ainly 
happen in Cireat Britain and I'rancc, and 
probably in Germany also. 

For the present, then, we .see most of 
the Russian non-olficial classes angaw and 
discontented Avilh the reports of constant 
failures in the Far East, but still upheld 
to some extent b}' the prolong-ed resist- 
ance of Port Arthur, by confidence in 
Kuropatkin, and by vag-ue hopes that the 
Baltic Fleet may g-lorioush^ adjust the 
naval balance now^ so heavily depressed 
in faA'Our of Japan. But there is one 
class Avhich is under no illusions as to 
the present effect of the war, namely, 
the commercial class, Avhich has alread}- 


sillirrcfl hf.'ivily, ;md h:i.s little chance of 
recovering il'.cif ;ts long’ as hostilities 
continue. In Mo'-eow, where the com- 
nu-rcial influence is able to :isserl itself 
more ffi-ely lli.an in .‘s'l. I’etersburg', the 

v. ;if is ri-g.itdvd in the light of .a terrible 
filague, ;md no efiorl is made to conce.il 
its r.iv.igcs, 'J‘he trouble is .'iggr.tv.'ilcd 
by its m.iny-sidedncss, hor while a 
gre.tl shoplaa per cotufilains that his sales 
h.aie fallen off by fifty [ler cent., a larg^e 
m.'muf.aeiurcr points trj the witlulrawal 
from his f.-ictorit-s of jutitdrcds af usual 
li.inds c.dled u[) .as reseiwisls to go to the 
front. A mer<dt;ml, .ag.ain, with interests 
• •ver the h.alf of Europe, sees his business 
wrecked by tlie dislor.ation of the r.ail- 

w. iy Ir.affic owing" to llu* const.ant pass.ag^c 
of trooj) Indus .•md tin; engrossing" Irans- 
jiorl of milil.'iry sui)[)Iii>s. Of the effect 
of the war upon Russian tr.'ide in det;dl 
this is not the jilacc to spe.'dv. But a 
solil.'iry inst.incc may be gi\on from 
olliciid fig-ures, published ns far b.'ick as 
.August, of the extent to which in one 
district trade has suffered owing to the 
conllict in the I';ir Jfast. In the Govern- 
ment of Moscow alone 13 establishments 
with about 1,300 workmen h.'ive ceased 
work altogether," 14 factories with 6,000 
workmen have reduced their output, 
throwing" some 1,600 workmen out of 
employment," and 4 factories with 10,000 
workmen .'ire working" reduced lime. In 
other parts of the country the situation 
is even worse. In Lodz there are said 
to be 40,000 men out of work, and in 
Mkarsaw' 30,000. 

As yet there have been no very definite 
signs of war taxation bevond a sort of 
“ bencA’olence ’’ raised for the purposes 
of the Red Cross Society, a toll w'hich, 
insignificant as it w'as, created consider- 
able dissatisfaction. The extraordinary 
expenses of the Avar have hitherto ap- 
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pircnll\ I)tcn met chitflv b\ swLcpinj; 
r((lMCt»)ns of the cvpcmhttjrc prc\io»sh 
to pii1)ljc \ orks, the I Mr him- 
‘.ilf liiMtij;, jt :s Slid, rmdc some t\- 
tremch 1 trjjc contrtbiilioiis tow nrds n i\ M 
ref[Uircnunts out of liis priNite purse 
Hut >l beciinc quite clenr tint foreign 
Inns to e irrs on the \\ ir would be m- 
e\it d)le , iiul ncgoti itions on the subject 
were opened , but it is whispered tint the 
(iirnnn b ml ers, cn<lentl\ noting under 
ollu I il inspintion, line been stringtK 
enreful to include in their terms certiin 
pohtieo-eommeriMl conditions eonnccled 
with frndom for ntrmm enterprises, 
p irticul irh in lurkish ttrritor> Such 
umditions ire distmcth impressing to 
Kussi i, hut It rtm iins to be seen whether 
the nbsohite neces'-it\ of meeting m some 
wn\ or mother the Iremenelous elnin 
upon the nitiond resources oec isioned 
In the w ir ilisbiirscments will not pro* 
diue i feeling of resign itinn on this 
MilijeH-t, teen in h lughle Russit 

In connection with the prenision of 
funds must he nolieed the persistent 
nimoiirs ih it the Kussi m Tre isur\ might 
even find it iieeessirs to dnw upon 
tlu pri»perl\ of the Uussi m Church, 
which It |s rejKirtetl, rexene*! i su^. 
I^e-tion to the efTi-cl tint it shotilel 
\tihintiriU eiffer sniiu of its snhiihles te» 
tlu Snte It geus Without s'lsing th it 
the hiri prospii 1 of stuh i procce“<hng 
is Mc-wed wilh widisprt id ehsimv Not 
* d\ IS tlu hull eif tie Clui'ch tmsure 
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in such T form — priceless mosiic work, 
ikons, ind snered p until gs — tint it could 
nc\cr he rep! iccd, but the gifts which the 
Church Ins recened ln\c come from the 
middle tl isscs nnd the pens inlr\ is much 
ns from the 1 s irs nnd the nohihle , nnd to 
throw them elown the sink of I ir I nstern 
w ir expenditure would be 1 blow scverel) 
felt nnd strongK resented m the most 
remote corners of tlic I nipire 

Ibis npid siir\e\ of Kussn s winter 
outlook must now he closed I he eon- 
elition of iff nrs rexcilcd is not n plcns mt 
<me, but, IS his been urged, tl is nut hj 
nn\ menus m iltogellicr gloom) one, 
ind, c\cn if it were, llic time Ins not 
come \ct for the onlooker to proplicse too 
frccK ns to Kussn s enrh humili itjon, 
or the conclusion b\ her of nn inglorious 
pc ice Her resources, though str lined, 
ire still enormous , her siippli of fighters, 
prnclicilU spe iking, mcxinustihle She 
Ins not \ct lost her grcnlest stronghold 
in the 1 nr 1 ist, she his 1 gre it ind 
stcidih mere ising nrm\ in the field, nnd 
she his despntehed n st^cond, nnd, in 
point of si/c mil irmiinent, formidible 
fleet She is bus\ with eonlinutd pre- 
pnnlions, her rulir is leineioush cling- 
ing to the iden of iiliinnte success, md 
her foreign credit is sidl ronsidenhle 
1 \en intern tlh lur condition is h irdiv 
svieh ns to inspire re d inxicts m 1 
Ooxernment so mured to populir di'*ern 
lent, so re id\ with xxe ipons »>f repres- 
sion, IS ihnt of twentieth ccnlun Kussn 
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T niC ()(i>ili(iii of \'!;t<}U oslok 

llie firsl or U'li nu)nth> of 

the w.ir (\‘it;iinly falsilicd ;i \i*iy l.iijyc 
mtmhiT of intelligent and even, to .some 
extent, inspired pri-dielions. 'riiere must 
Iiavc i)een few wlio, .at llie eoinmencc- 
ment of the war, tiid tiot anticipate that 
X’ladivostoU would he “ l,.'ulysinithed,” 
like J’orl Artluir, at a very early stage 
in the opcrjitions. 

Ahno.sl ecpudly cert.ain at one time, 
ns wc have soug'ht earlier to show, 
seemed the prospect of a Russian irrup- 
tion on a larg'e scale from X’ladivos- 
toU into Korea. Neither of these thing's 
happened, and in their place events, 
in the shape of performances on the part 
of the X'ladivostok vSquadron, occurred 
which could not easily have been fore- 
seen, and which came as an unpleasant 
shock even to the watchful and look- 
ahead Japanese. 

With the sinking of the Tlurih and 
the terrible battering of the Gronwboi 
and Rossia on August 14th, as de- 
scribed in Chapter L. , the career of 
the Vladivostok Squadron came tempor- 
arily to a sudden close, and, no other 
striking instance of naval or military 
activity having been recorded at the port 
during September and October, it might 
be imagined that the “ Sovereign City of 
the Far East” was likely to settle down 
into a sort of Sleepy Hollow as far as 
the war was concerned. 


lEit there was little real chance of this; 
and X'iadivostolc i.s slili so full of interest- 
ing pos.sibililie.'s ih.'il it must not be lost 
sight <»f by Ihe careful student of the 
c.imp.'iign. 'I here is evidence, moreover, 
lli.-it in ihc autumn of 1904 not only was 
there .a good de:d being" done at X'ladivos- 
tok by the Russians with ;in eye to future 
;illem[)ts upon it, but that the Japanese 
also were by no means inclined to let this 
corner of the theatre of war fade from 
their memory, 

Reforc proceeding further in this 
direction the opportunity may be taken 
to make passing allusion to the sequel 
of some of the X'ladivostok Squadron’s 
achievements in the way of captured ships 
sailing under neutral Hags. There is 
no necessity to go at all closely into the 
matter liere, since it is but a side issue of 
the war. But it may be recorded that, 
in one or two important cases, the Appeal 
Court in St. Petersburg rcA’crsed the 
decision of the Vladivostok Prize Court 
with reference to captured ships and 
cargoes, and some strong hints on the 
subject were doubtless conveyed to the 
X’ladivostok naval authorities. At any 
rate, there was a notable cessation in 
the former frequent announcement of 
British A'essels, either sunk offhand, or 
haled off to Vladivostok on the charge of 
carrj'ing contraband of war, a cessation 
Avhich cannot be attributed wholly to the 
temporary disablement of the Gromoboi 
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liiui RflSsiiU l-’or there were severjil de- 
slroyers still :it \’l:uliv()stol<, .-ind tlu-se, 
we may he, sure, woiild have eheerfvdly 
continued the work of interfering' with 
Hritish <'ommer('e had it he(;M possible to 
do so with comparative imjnmity. 

'I’hcre is another matter to which allu- 
sion may convenii-ntly he made lu're, as, 
allhoui^h it does not concern \'ladivos- 
lok, it has to tin with that north-eastern 
section of the theatre of war of which 
\'ladivost(»k is the most important 
station. We have .already included in 
the same sectitm the island of Sakhalin 
(see pajj^e 56 of the present volume), 
which lias since witnessed (Chaiiter LI I.) 
the end of the Kovi/;, .and now we must, 
for a brief space, jum |5 across the Sea of 
Okhotsk, in order to tell the story of a 
ciuecr and rather obscure performance in 
that dreary and sparsely populated penin- 
sul.a of li.astern .Siberia known .as Kam- 
chatka. This region, of which the chief 
settlement is Tctrop.avlosk, where there 
is a Russian fort overlooking a splendid 
harbour, and a resident population of a 
few hundreds only, is the object of numer- 
ous fishing and fur-hunting expeditions, 
and from the end of May A-arious Jap- 
anese schooners had from time to time 
appeared as usual in the Kamchatkan 
estuaries. But towards the middle of 
June a A'essel turned up, the crew of 
Avhich proceeded to indulge in “ fishing 
operations ” of a A'ery questionable sort. 

It Avould appear that the little north- 
ern Japanese colony of Shimushu rejoiced 
in an enterprising headman, styled Cap- 
tain Bunji, Avho was so inflamed by the 
news that Avar had broken out between 
his mother-country and Russia, that he 
determined to take a hand. Accordingly, 
at the end of the first Aveek in June he 
set out with a number of others on Avhat 
purported to be a fishing expedition in a 
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s.-iiling ship f>f 100 tons c.'illcd the I'oba 
Man/. 'I'lie exploits of this expedition 
are variously described, but there is rca- 
s<m to believe that it landed near Javino 
on tlu; west co.ast of K.amchatka, .and pro- 
cccdcfl to m.ake itself a serious nuisance. 
.Xccording to the Russians, Captain 
Utinji's gcaille fisherfolk plundered the 
adjac'cnt villages, expelled the inhabit- 
ants, and issued proclamations calling 
upon the people to recognise J.apancse 
sovereignty. One of these proclamations 
pasted on tlie chapel at Javino, on the 
roof of which the Japanese flag Avas 
hoisted, is said to have run .as follows : — 
“ This territory henceforth belongs to 
J.ap.an ; anyf>ne not recognising this shall 
be killed!” 

Captain Bunji ’s career as a patriotic 
filibuster Avas, however, destined to be 
a short one. Ncavs came to Petropav- 
losk of these happenings, and the com- 
mander of the fort took prompt and 
effective mc.asurcs. There happened to 
be a sailing vessel in the harbour, and on 
this a hundred Russian militia Avere sent 
round to the west coast under Lieutenant 
Shah of the Reserve, Avhile another de- 
tachment of 100 men under a non-com- 
missioned officer marched OA'erland from 
a place called Bolshcretsk. The two 
forces joined hands iiear Javino, and, 
Avith the help of some of the villagers, 
proceeded to lay a trap for Captain 
Bunji. The latter, thinking he had only 
the villagers to deal Avith, consented to a 
conference, Avas surrounded b}’^ the Rus- 
sian soldiers, and taken prisoner, seven- 
teen of his men being killed. The Tol?a 
"Marti slipped her cable and disappeared, 
Avhereupon the Russians proceeded to 
take A'engeance upon seA'eral other Jap- 
anese A'essels, said to be innocent fishing 
craft, AAdiich they burnt, killing a number 
of the men on board. The latter proceed- 
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tnjr \\ IS slron^jK critJCisL(l nt Inkto, nntl 
ni i\ ln\c liitn iiuicfiiisiblc Hut, if 
C ipnin Hunji's optritums «crt is rt- 
poru<l I)\ tlic Kiissuns, nnd is more <« 
liss uhniltid b\ the Jipme^t., it is no! 
to ht wondertd il ih il 1 icutm int S|nb s 
voldicrs did not <hscrnnm itc nt lU circ 
fuIU iKlxMtti the riirhlinj; idientiircrs 
iiid their fellow tresp isscrs on uh it, nfttr 
ill, IS MiUjttestioiictl Kussj in ternton 

I he w holt ineidtiU is, of tourst, tri\ i il, 
lint It Ills in inttTesi is showinj; how 
loinprehtiisiic nrc the tentielcs of tin! 
j,riiii eiittUnsh Wnr, ind it is, inortoecr, 
ritlur T <|n lint illustr ition of the fill* 
hnsii, riti}; spirit ^s ipphed to i tme coin 
iininili with which one would ln\c 
thou},lit the ide I <if self prtstrention 
would hive wcifjhed more senousK tliin 
tint of innevinjf i nti^'hlxiunn^ pcnin- 
sul I 

l\t\erlinf» to Xlidnostok wt find tint 
no time w IS lost m settinf,' to work on tlic 
ri(nirsof the (tr nt hi ind AVir/t;, winch, 
IS We II i\t seen, were 'er\ h idK knocked 
ihoiit m the fi^ht with K iininuin s 
scpndroii on \ii|'ust t^lli Mcmwlnlc, 
tiu loss of the A’l/r// hid hecn pirtiilh 
eornpms iteil in the iiiiikN of the Rus 
SI Ills In tht fioitinf; of the sinnik<l 
/ fi ir, nnd In the end of \ei}'iist Ael* 
mini Skrxdloff is s m| i<j hiet derlireil, 
snmulnt prenniureh it would stun, 
th It llip re purs to nl! three ship> would 
I c toinpli till in ten tj i\s iinie, md Ih it 
llipi would tlun prtKCed to 
w itrrs \ ni(*mh liter there w is n ri - 
I** ft tint ihr (ir ” * » mil A* nu Ind 
miMllv vTiIrel tn tlie thrrclion of <»cn 
s n fill e\rn tic "st IVlcrslnirt; ^lln- 
I'tre I f ^l innr n i « rci! fi*t « is itt'iehni 
t» this Piltrrit^ t de \vss»r«’in,^ lo 

In ten 'l*n trlrll ,^cnrr ri-\*enr<! it 

T* > 1 1 \« \rf t* c »«•*•; # yc- 

r s wrr ti 1 \ n *er ! n 
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line course she went out on t trnl trip 
But ill httk pursued tlic hii,' cruiser Slit 
r in on T rock, w is scnoiish injured, 
ind w IS Inrth flo ited off with the Tssist- 
inct of 1 number of Iij;hicrs \ cor* 
respondent who left \lidi\ostok on 
\<ivtml>er ;oth, ind irrieed i few dies 
liter nt \lJ,'■ls^kl, reported tint the 
Onniohi, prcsuin ihle in this uhenture, 
hid twente five frmies broken, inel tint 
she wns so h idle str uiuel tli it her rej) iirs 
weniW like some iwoiellis 1 he trmstr 
Ihgaiyr he nientionct! is not in <|oek, hut 
unstreiee ihle md supported foree irti he 
pontiHins The condition of the K ssn 
Il id prceiousle been reported is hopeless 
Il would seem, then tint it me rite for 
llic rest of the etir, llie 1 irj;tr ships of 
the \lidieostok Sipnilron could h irdh 
he tie scribed IS i fiiel m bcinj,'- 

This nolwitlisniulin}', there is still 
nu il ictiMtj of i sort to he ohstrecd m 
the (*oI<kn Horn On Septeinlicr 
I <l( spitch w IS rextivcd it St 
Petersburg: lo the elTcct tint two Rus* 
snn ilestroeers Ind just returned Jo 
Muhvostok, h mnj: c^I>lured i Jipmese 
Innsport md i suhnj: etssil ^Iore 
inicre sim^'’ IS the liter mnoimecmenl tint 
scvenl sulmiiriius Inel been elespittliid 
be trim from Sl Petirslnirf: lo \ I idi 
^o^l(lk. me! Ind irrietd siftle lie the 
middle <»f Noeember thee Inel comjiltliel 
tluir tn iIh sntisf If lonle, md, ts tbiv 
biel fur to Ih the first subnnrines ceer 
tmpleneil m irtinl ee irfire, llieir ippi ir 
ince on Ibi sre.ne f>f letinl Iioslihties is 
**f pe*! uh er mit re s| 

Tile tint lous belief of the Russi ins in 
tic imnort line of tlnr ee irvliips •.iTni" 
t» Ik? <*e moT'tr itenl he the steps liken 
from Mnheosinl i<» «'o ill th it is p-e* 

* bt |oee^^ds seKn^ tie u ib rliirntr 
\ •'if \s etjlimnl n Cl III, 

t* c s’ ip lie « " K» r« I oe s’ . I 1 v i\ I tI i 
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OF THE RUSSO-JAPANESE WAR. 

1 

^/5^^jreiy submerged with Russians are so extraordinarily skilful — 


Island, her hull er^ portion of the 

the exception of evidently regarded 

bows. The Japair ^^d the Rus- 

•her as a completP'T"' despaired of 

•sians .themselves p gallant little ship, 
ever again floating 

But this did not jj^dadivostok to ascertain 
ing divers from '^’dition of the vessel, and 


and experienced — in the art of raising 
sunk warships, that one begins to wonder 
whether the ship herself may not one day 
be restored to the Xavy of which she was 
once such a brilliant ornament. 

Another Russian peculiarity is reflected 
in \'ladivostok annals about this date. 
At times official Russia displays towards 



From a presiding at 

Her Majesty .the eI 


a meeting of the Co'.tncil of the Ladies’ Branch of the Red Cross Society of Japan. 
Makijig bandages for the rcounded. 


j guns and shell ammunition. the war in the Far East a sort of mental 
to remove her’ towards the end of Septem- detachment which is not without a certain 
We learn thal^ apparatus was damaged, impressiveness, although it may create 
her the divin'^‘"^' ® been necessary to sus~ here and there a smile. At the end of 
and it would^*^^ divers August, for instance, it was solemnly an- 

pend operatk^® make repeated descents nounced at St. Petersburg that Yladivos- 
volunteered dress, receiving the tok had again been constituted a free 

without a i devoted con- port, and there was much speculation as 

Order of St Fovik's guns to whether this decision would only hold 

duct '\Iah"^ been recovered, and the good as long as the war lasted, or 

seem to hJ 
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'* Ilttst. works,” Uk nrtkr continue**, 

*' h i\c liicn pushed on wjth nulcf »tij;nblL 
cnc-};% ind /c i\ 1>\ dl nicml'crs of the 
,;irr>son If the f ici Ihil the Her 
pirl of the work w is t irricd on under 
h id chin die conditions is I iken into con 
sidcr dion, llie success wlneh h is ittcndcd 
It testifies to their ihsoUde devotion ind 
stlf-s lerifiec 1 lii\e found the irnson 
of the fortress to be in i perfe*et st »tc of 
elheunoN I consider it in lurtcnble 
dlitv to e xpruss nn deep K*" Uitudc to 
Gtntr d 1 intevdeh, eoinm indinj; the ^Ilh- 
t ir\ District ol the \imir, ind to tender 
in\ snuere th inks to the eoinm inihnl of 
the fortress of \ 1 uhvostok, ns well is to 
ill the olheirs non-cenmnissunud oflicers, 
nntf nun of tlie line! ind sen forces com- 
posing; the K irnsnn wli<» Ii i\e t iken p irt 
in the eonsiruction of the works intended 
to stnnjjthen the elefciues of the 
forlress ' 

Independent confirm dion of this 
complieent issur inee w i-. fortlieonnnj; 
1hrouf,h the sptcid correspondent of one 
of the Tins pipers who h ul e frund in 
Niidieostok d this tune Ihis friend, i 
Mnjnr 1 hi?, hid pe rson dh insptcted the 
eli-finiis, ind hid founel the town sur- 
roundisl he in unbroken huv. of hirtinci- 
liotis Ifu w«mh 1 h lel bexn eut on Ibe 
lulls, uid esexUeiU rnuK connect the 
\ irious furtN '‘^<^u in i\ tik^nph to 
1* iris “ s ud M ijor I lelr, ‘ ih it tlu J ijv* 
iiiiM im\ conic if tluv like Huv will 
Ind ns siiptrble defindesl Midivostnk 
IS nnotlur Port \rtlnir '* 

I) uihtk ss ilu rt w s sjjHii, 'luthoriu for 
tlu Issi stitinicnt. bet ji is ihfl uh t4> 
ss h »\\ « \ « n Kusm m indii in 

11' 14 wh >**i ire to Ih* found nu t»f 

l* r ruiNl s* tUtd ptofrsstirs luin^ <f jlj,. 
• It I I jH-ri cu ent foMif III n o ul I m i 
Iru r mi’s hie I trinsf, rn.sj tlcfdh.r 
- ' ' r 1 e .'f'li res , f \ I dnoMt 5 i Ui 


such i 111 ir\el of stfeniith is Port \rthur 
Still It must be remembered tint Gcncr d 
linicMteli bid bid it hts disposal n j;ood 
m m\ thous inds of men with nothin}; to 
do in the w i\ of li};htin};, nnd it is nston* 
isliinj; whit missive uul powerful works 
e in he tonstrucleil in t short space eif 
time when there vre plintj of workers 
IV iildilc, even if there be little else be- 
sides c irth mil timber in the vvaj eif 
m den ds 

\pirt from the fortifie vtions, winch 
he);in m mv miles nut of the town, and, 
IS it Port \rlbiir, };rev\ stronjjer as the 
cdv IS ippro idled, the harbour bciOR 
he ivdv mined for i distance of seven 
miles, four miles with contnet nnil three 
with electric mines Iht locdion, ho''- 
tver, of these must hive been r dlicr un- 
eertun, for it is s ud tint a Uussnn 
torpedo 1)0 d w is sunk md a Gcmnn 
ste liner tlima};etl bv them 

\bout the be>;mnin}; of October the 
presence of J ip me se cruisers* in the nc»;;h- 
hoiirhood of Xlidivostok was reported 
hv sever d correspondents, and it is evi- 
dent th d the mh ihd mts were m txpecn- 
tion of Ul dl lek, which, however, vvns 
not delivered IndeeeJ, knowinj;, is tlicv 
n usi lii\e ilone, of the strenuous efforts 
vehieh h id been in ide to improve the de- 
fences of the plues, the Jipmcse, pre- 
occupieel, moreover, hv the sic};c of I’ort 
\rthur, wouhl have bean foolish indeed to 
ri^k their ships t);imsi the new forts and 
nuius Dnuhthss their visit w is merelv 
for purjioses of re conn iissancc, ejr m the 
hope eif inleriiptin}; some of tlic forci^in 
vessels whirh were I noun to bt running 
cemtrdiind c irj^o s mto the (»< Id-o 
Ilo'-n 

Hn • rinnirs ' houtver, 
have I id hltle djffif-jjJjv in r’ d 
J'lpirirsT' w ifsliip nitJ* - ^ 

str3P’«r w’ J h I ft , "*■ 
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ii) ihf M-iotul uiflc of Scj). 
tcinhi;i' will) ;i ^cnft.il i':iii;o 
for \ l;i(ii\(>st<ii:, irir.rmfi 




DOWN Tin: AMfK IN TIMII.s or I IIACi:.'' 

on Oclohor 71I1, Iinvin^' c.'i.silv csc:i])i‘(l 
obsorvntion. Slu; reported that a mimlier 
of larqe sltips had recently arrived at 
\’IadivosloU hrin^^inq' .stores of coal and 
aninninilion. Captain Ilalversen of the 
7 'inigiis, wliich left \'ladivostok on 
Novcml)cr ist, and reached Chi-fu .six 
days later, also commented on the fre- 
quent arrival of ships laden with food, 
ammunition, quns, and all sorts of mili- 
tary supplies. Five vessels were in port 
unloading" carq;o when the Tnugiis left. 

A huge supply of co.al from the neigh- 
bouring mines had, he said, been stored. 
By this time, too, communication with 
Harbin had been completely restored, 

* We are indebted to Mr. Foster Fraser for 
permission to include the above illustrations and 
those on the opposite page, from his book entitled 
“The Real Siberia." 


rmo;; tc; Tin: amci:. 

and mail trains ^\■ere arriving 
and departing daily. 

.\ suj)plem(‘nlary word or two 
may here be given to Cicner.'il 
1 .inii’vitch, who for the first 
eight or nine months of the war 
was ComuKinder of the .Milit.'iry 
District of the .\mur, ;tnd of 
whose pr(‘vious service some 
dcl.ails were given in the First 
\*ohime of this work (Chapter 
X.). (lener:i! Linicvitch at the 
beginning of the winter was 
.'ippoinled, .as wc saw in the 
preceding ch.ipler, to the command of the 
First Army in Manchuria, under Kuropttt- 
kin as fJener.alissimo ; but it was to be 
doubted whether in his new capacity he 
would do any better work for his country 
than he had done at \'ladivoslok, for he 
had more Court iunuence than is com- 
monly supposed, and it was thought that 
Alcxcicff, then at St. Petersburg, would 
seek to play him off ag-ainst Kuropatkin. 

General Linicvitch, b^' the way, is 
not of Russiim blood, but comes of 
a well-known Polish Catholic famih', 
which at one time had large estates in 
the Russian provinces of Volhynia and 
Tchernigoff. The family has fought well' 
for Russia, the father of the present 
General having served with distinction in 
the arm}'. General Linicvitch himself, 
whose portrait appears on page 120 of- 
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tlic First Volutnc, is known lo llic 
Chinese I>> the c\prcssi\c nickname, 
“ 'I he Mancluirian WoU.” 

\'luJi\ostok was also about lo lose 
A<hniral SkrulIofT, who was biini; re- 
callid to St. I’ettrsburjr for work m con- 
nation with the tksp Itch o( na\al rein- 
forccjncnts to the I ar Last. CcrlainU 
there was now more scope for his abililjcs 
in tlio capital than at \'la<ri\()stok, but it 
must be a<lmittLtl th.al \ilmiral Skrxdloff 
was bij'innmj; lo be rtj;nrdeU With \tr\ 
mixed fiebnjis b\ his c«)tupatriols nl 
home, m'n\ of whom consjdertd th it 
he Ind f vikd mlscrabk lo realise the 


isolitioti of llic litter before lie had lime to 
reich, b% \t.r\ eas\ st.ii^es, the Far Fast, 
rtiukretl it impossible for him to exercise 
an_\ \tr\ acti\c jurisdiction o\ir tbe Port 
\rtluir I lict, but it was kit ihit, .ipart 
from the Hasco of .\iij;ust loth, Skrulloff 
was mucli to blame for the \er\ im;lori- 
ous, nnd ullimatLk disastrous, career of 
tile \'l.idivostok SqiiadrrM). He bad, no 
doubt, man\ obstacles to conttnd with, 
but, at an> rate, be had at one time a 
certain amount of n.it.d force at bis dis- 
posal, and it Is bardlv to the credit of 
one who professetl so much that he per- 
somlK s\iou\d have stuck hkc a hmpit 


expectations raisvd h\ his .i|>pointment 
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t“s *sv.ced the palhiU M.ikir 
ff*'. U wvU Iv. leciUcvl that m 
t~l m,; up his jvosl hew a* both 
fcs'iifilN in Ins movements 
s’ul Mouewhai sin;:ijijie in 
Ills at’* v’pvtuns <‘f what Iil 
to do bv ta'eful 
£' i—ivaM n h 4 s'l pv an 1 
a Vcil**vkx^.l tbitnh itn *i 
*^h sti'''cKtwev'\Vljvhvr»s. 
tsVi^d \\*t Aithur. 'lie 


to Vluhvosiok, without anv better result 
in the way of plans and 
t)rikr& lo Ins subordnntu 
than the sinking of the 
Rnni, the disabkment oi 
the Rossut .md Grnninfioi, 
ami the raiding of some 
\erj serious complieitions 
between Inx countrs’ ami 
Great Ilritain 
We may leave Vhdivos* 
lok for the present lo her 
own resources as fir as 
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the immediate winter prospect was con- 
cerned. Her defences had been con- 
siderably streng-thened ; the fortress had, 
it would seem, a strong- and capable 
Commandant in the person of General 
Vorog-netz, and there was every prospect 
that, if the Japanese attacked it in the 
same fashion as that which they were 
compelled to adopt in the case of Port 
Arthur, they would find the process a 
laborious and costly one. But it is in- 
structive to remember that, whatever 
happened, the strateg-ical situation re- 
mained the same. The really vital 
question was whether, on the capture of 
Port Arthur, the Japanese would not 
forthwith concentrate their attention 
upon an attempt to get first to Mukden 
and then to Harbin. A Japanese occu- 
pation of the latter would render the 
position of Vladivostok very precarious, 
and, strategically speaking, its land 
fortifications would not be of much more 
value than if they had been built of 
cards. For Vladivostok, unlike Port 
Arthur, had no detaining value. Nor 
could it any longer be used as a military 
base. The idea of a Russian invasion 
of Korea from ^Hadivostok had been 
clearly abandoned as hopeless. More- 
over, most of the Vladivostok troops, 
supplementary to the garrison of the for- 
tress, were being requisitioned for the 
formation of the Second and Third 
Russian Armies round Mukden. 

\'ladivostok’s only hope, then, whether 
of offering- an effective passive resistance 
or of developing- a capacity for active 
offence, lay upon the sea, and here again 
its prospects were not rosy, fi'hcre Avas 
little chance that the Gronwbni, Rossta, 
and Bogalyr would ever again become 
such a terror on the high seas as the 
\^ladivostok squadron of a few months 
back had contrived for a short time to 


render itself. But there was still a hope 
that the whole or part of the reinforcing 
squadron under Admiral Rozhdestvensky 
might reach Vladivostok in safety, and 
thus pave the way for -a future naval 
campaign. Unfortunately, as we shall 
see in a future chapter, this chance was 
almost immediately to be minimised 
by the destruction of the Russian Fleet 
at Port Arthur, and the consequent 
liberation of Admiral Togo’s ships, 
Avhich Avere thus enabled to take their 
choice of blockading Vladivostok or of 
sallying forth to meet Admiral Rozhdest- 
A-ensky’s squadron. 

The prospects of Vladivostok AA-ere 
thus complicated by at least three 
serious risks. First, there aa^s the 
risk — a not very probable one — of im- 
mediate attack. In any case the Jap- 
anese Avere not likely to do anything in 
this direction until Port Arthur fell, and 
even then the fact that preparations must 
be made to meet Admiral Rozhdestvensky 
had to be taken into consideration, as aa'cH 
as the circumstance that the entrance to 
the Golden Horn Avould soon be only 
practicable by means of ice-breakers. 
Nor Avould troops be readily available for 
an attack by land, since the AAdiole of the 
forces released from the inAmstment of 
Port Arthur, and many more, A\-ere being 
required to cope AAith the steadily groAA-- 
ing- reinforcement of Kuropatkin’s great 
army on the Sha-ho. 

Next, there Avas the risk that the Jap- 
anese might get to Harbin or drive a 
wedge betAveen Harbin and Madivostok 
AA-hich, in conjunction Avith a naval 
blockade, might render the eventual re- 
duction of the fortress a mere matter of 
lime and supplies. 

Finally, there Avns a risk that a portion 
of the “ .Second Pacific Squadron of the 
Russian XaA-y ” mig-hl succeed in making 
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Vl.ulUn'.lok, a portion not Inrjjc cnoiiqh 
to Ijp of much practical u^o, hut sulTici* 
cnlly l.irjjc to m.ihc it an object with 
japnn to h\ stc^c to X'faiHsostnk on the 
•;amc Ochhtrato lines as those followed 
at Port Arthur. 

It was probnhU felt b\ man), c\cn at 
Vhdi'ostok itself and at St. Petcrsbnrj;, 
itiat these risks were sufTicicnth ^r.i\e to 
c.aubc some anvietj. Hut Uussian op- 


timism, cspcciallv of the ofilcial sort, is a 
plant of h.irdv growth, and there was a 
j;cncral tcnilencv to attach more and more 
importance to \ladi\ostok, rcj'.irdlcss of 
the lesson taught h) the approaching fall 
of I’ort .\rihur, between which and \ ladi- 
\ostok, whether as a militarv stronghold 
or a nasal base, there nc\er has been, nor 
can be, ans sort of comparij>on fa\ourablc 
to the latter. 
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CHAPTER LXXIY. 

ON THE SHA-HO— THE JAPANESE AND YEN-TA I— MUKDEN FORTIFIED— CAPTURE OF 
WAI-TAU-SHAN — CORDIAL INTERCOURSE — KING’s BIRTHDAY CELEBRATION — DE- 
SULTORY FIGHTING— ATTACK ON RUSSIAN LEFT— WINTER— THE THREE RUSSIAN 


ARMIES. 

I N Chapter LX\T. Ye left the main 
Russian and Japanese armies con- 
fronting’ each other to the south of Muk- 
den, the Sha-ho serving to some extent, 
though not completely, as a di\iding line. 
As pointed out on page 260, the Japanese 
on their extreme left, that is, to the Y'est 
of the railway, held several important 
positions on the right bank of the river; 
while, on the other hand, a little to the 
east of the railway the Russians retained 
a small enclave, about three miles long, of 
the left bank. We have hitherto fol- 
lowed German accounts in placing the 
famous One-Tree Hill within this en- 
clave, but later references in Kuropat- 
kin’s despatches render the location a 
little doubtful. It is, however, certain 
that the Russians held at least one emin- 
ence south of the river as a post of ob- 
servation, namely, \\ ai-tau-shan or 
Outer Head Hill, which, like the position 
so brilliantly forced by Colonel (now 
Major-general) Putiloff, was soon to be 
the scene of a very brisk encounter. 


After the incidental fighting of 
October 1 6th- 1 8th, which formed the im- 
mediate sequel to the real battle of the 
Sha-ho, both armies remained for a 
couple of days in a condition of almost 
complete inacli\ity, largely due to sheer 
exhaustion on both sides. The hostile 
lines were on an average less than half 
a mile apart, and in some places a still 
smaller interval separated the trenches. 
There was occasional firing, but to very 
little pui-pose, the Japanese repeatedly 
tricking the Russians by displaying their 
caps on the points of their bayonets, in 
order to draw the enemy’s fire. The 
Russian artillery was also moderately 
active, ha^ing, it would seem, the ad- 
vantage of the Japanese in the matter of 
commanding positions. 

Both armies had now for some little 
time to come a good deal to prc-occup} 
them besides the actual business of fight- 
ing. The Japanese had adxanced their 
position considerably, and, while the 
bank of a river can often be held to ad- 
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utuicr •such cotulhions as were 
Itcro present, llicre were, in tills ease, 
tiriiiinst.inc«s whidi ni.ulc il ncctssars 
to o!)sir\e tlic ^rt itesi caution .owl mhiI- 
anre. 'Hie f.icl tint a consultrable Jap- 
amse force was alreatl\ across the riser, 
in e*\trtniel\ tlose ami contiinious toiieh 
with the* Kussl m rijjlit, was in itse*H a 
sotirce’ of anviels; .uul it is not surprising 
lh.it, within a few <lajs of the conclu- 
sion of tile hi^*^ Sha-ho h ittle, the jap- 
.inese slnniUl Insc he'cn Inisilj crcclinij 
earthworks, esidentls of some strenjjth, 
round the \illit;c of l.i-mun-tun, the oc- 
i up ition of which was deserihed on p ij;e 
350 Still more serious was the work to 
he tlone in re'.ir of the fi;;htin}; line, ami 
Mr% striousle tlo the Japanese seem to 
Inve taken it in hand. Not onl\ was the 
fortifuation of l.iio-s.inj; steadile earned 


forward, hut n brisk effort was made to 
work the Yen-tai coal-mines, from whie'h 
sulllcicnt coal was ^oon oht.iincd for all 
milit.irs purposes. The tj.iufje of the 
ratlwas, also, was now bcinj^ eh inj^cd 
far as Yen-tai, .ind quantitie's of supplies 
and ainnniniiion were heini; hrouj,'ht up on 
the altered line to wilhm a few miles ot 
the Japanese headejuarters. 

In passing, il ni.ij be s.iid tint in the 
whole lustorj of warfare there is sc.ireel/ 
a more striking; instance than this of the 
rapid and complete adoption to a fiedd 
armj’s requirements of atlxantatje’^s 
wrested from an enemv hx shee*r fij;hl- 
inif. 'Hie* process was the more* re*inark- 
.ihle in tint the Japinesc position could 
hardix he termed .ihsolulclx secure. The 
cncmx hatl been h.adlx foiled, it Is true, 
in Ills last attempt to sweep hae-k the 
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slowly advancing- tide of Japanese ad- 
vance towards Mukden, but he was being 
strongly reinforced, and Avas clearly still 
full of fight. Liao-yang was a useful 
point on which to fall back if necessary, 
but hardly one on which complete reli- 
ance could be placed if the Russians once 
succeeded in assuming an effectual 
offensive. That, in the face of these 
large and impressive facts, the Japanese 
should have acted as, they did, is a singu- 
lar proof of combined self-confidence and 
busines.s-likc anxiety to make the most 
of successes already won. It sIioaa's, too,; 
to what a curious extent the mere 
capacity of first-class troops to hold what 
they have won ma}' be presumed on, even 
in the intermediate stages of a campaign, 
when as yet no decisive action has been 
fought, and there has not been time to 
consolidate a position by elaborate de- 
fences, or by taking advantage of some 
tremendous natural obstacle. To work 
a captured coal-mine as well as a cap- 
tured railway almost in the presence of 
an unbeaten enemy i-equires, no doubt, 
a good deal of nerve. But self- 
possession of this kind can be made to 
pay in war as in most other pursuits, and 
hereafter we may often see generals in 
the field profiting directly by the example 
set them by the Japanese at Yen-tai. 

While the Japanese were thus making 
excellent use of what had been but a few 
weeks before Russian property, the Rus- 
sians were finding the difficulties of their 
position sensibly increased by the ap- 
pi oach of Avinter. Jn particular the dearth 
of fuel began to make itself felt severely, 
Avhile the number of Avounded from 
the Sha-ho battle must have rendered 
even Mukden a most dreary place of 
residence. But, in spite of recent dis- 
couragements, the spirit of the troops 
seems to haA-e been fairly aa’cII main-. 


tained, and the utmost confidence was 
evidently felt in the capacity of Mukden 
itself to resist any sudden attack. Cer- 
tainly no pains had been spared to render 
the place almost, if not quite, as strong 
as Liao-yang. Some interesting details 
of the fortifications Avere given about, this 
time in a private letter from the Director 
of the Military Hospital at Mukden, who 
described the line of AA'orks as extending 
for nine miles, Avith several forts and re- 
doubts to each mile. The redoubts, were 
masked in such a manner that the}^ could 
not be recognised even at a distance of 
too paces. Before every Avork had been 
dug deep, covered-up ditches, Avith stakes 
at the bottom, and there Avere three lines 
of these ditches. In front of the ditches 
there Avere barbed AAure entanglements, 
and in front of these again mines AA^ere 
laid. Finally, there AA'as a line of felled 
trees, Avith the croAAms turned toAA^ards the 
enemy and connected Avith barbed Avire. 
This AA'hole space AA^as exposed to gun- 
fire from three sides. 

The Russian extreme right appears to 
have been bent back so as to rest on the 
LoAver Hun-ho; but the actual contact 
Avith the enemy began to the AvestAvard in 
the neighbourhood of Lin-shi-pu (see map 
on page 253). The line then followed the 
river — Avilh a break a little to the east of 
Sha-ho-pu, AA'here the Wai-tau-shan post 
lay south of the river as noted above — • 
and terminated in the hills to the north- 
AA'est of the Tumen Pass. On the Rus- 
sian left some daring reconnaissances 
continued to be made after the fighting 
on October i6th-i8th, and on October 
aoth some 200 Russian caA'alr^' Avere re- 
ported by Marshal Oyama to have actu- 
ally cro.ssed not only the Sha-ho, but the 
7 'ai-tse to the south at a point east of 
Pen-si-hu, and to have moved for .some 
little distance norlliAvards. Tiierc is 
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«:otnc }*roiiml for tlu lx lit f lli it this in i' 
lu\c litcn p irt of i ^cntril Riivsiin for- 
u irtl inoMtnint ulntli n i'' plumed for 
the nl^;ht of Ortolx r 2ol!i-jist, Init hid 
to he nh intloncd owinj; to the swolUn 
•it ite of tilt ''ll i»h<» 

After r itlicr num thin n week of lhi> 
imlctrrniimte wnrfirc the Jnpuusc, on 
the r^tli, nnnii'ttl to store i \cr\ con 
sitlcr ihit suectss h\ the cipturt of W «- 
Inu slnn or Outtr lit id Hdl, to whiih 
rcfcrtnct \\ is nnde in the optninj; pin 
pnpli of this eh ipttr \\ u tin slim is 
a lull hire of M^'tt itum, surninuntitl h\ 
n ItMiplt, which IS situitcd ihout ttn 
milts t 1st of the nilw i\, to the extrtn 
lift— from the Knssim st indpoml— of 
the cncliM south of the Shi ho wlinh 
the Unssnns hid him holding; It nui>* 
luxe serxetl is i \trx ustful post of oh 
serxilion, fo uhitli the fsussi ms t\i. 
tltotU illitiud ctinsidtrihlt import met 
for llu\ ln<l oecnpnti it with i rc{;imcnt 
nnd fixt nnchim jjims Tlitsc were wc'l 
pliectl, 1 first ind stsond position hiiinj^ 
heen m irl ctl out with stpiritt lines of 
trtnclics It w IS iltirh tkstnldt ft»- 
tlic Jipinest to ih ir tin rntmx <»ut oi 
this trouhhsiimt post, nnd icxordm^U 
ordtrs wtrt Ki\tn to the Ki^hl \rmj 
iindir (icntrd Knroki to t il r the nects 
Mr\ mcisijrt s of ( Mciion 

At sc\tn o cl vk in the morning of 
toher r^th two J ipnnist hitttrns 
I pern! f rt on tin Kussim trtnehes on 
\\ II ! in 'h in ind tin iHinih irilm nt lon- 
liucil urlil i!h>ui nii(!<li\, i hin in in 
futn lit » 1 wi^ coni nil nt til !»\ ih-' 
Mcihln idnri oftnon npuii softit 
i^t’i KiVs ip t'r s‘tip si pt nr«n 
Irij iMT w is 1 |i i’'^i ot s oil* for ll fc 
' as I ttlr c r r . .. i,r. nt I th Kuvs, ,n« 
' rre rii* t !h 1.^ • . i , i dct. r- 

•''sJ re sta*' f "Hr -'fti ''■r\ p'r,» t t 
I•'1l5t I 5 rirr h “r i r "o to i . ! n 


two hours tilt Ki ssi ms wire fonid hid 
from Ihiir first lint of trimlns Tin 
J ip inese hid now hitn riinfonid hi tin 
run mult r of the hilt ilion di t iih d for tin 
illick, 111(1 tilt jipimsL irtilUrx n 
opened fire on llit second lim of Irtnrlus 

II is not (hniinlt to re disc it sciiii 

II this ](mt(nrt, wineli u is rt ink rut tin 
more inlcristmf; 1)\ the sonnulni i\- 
tiptionil iiiturt of till eireninst mri s 

I his w IS now not onis the sok point 
south of lilt Sh i-lio wlntli the Kusm ms 
still hi Id, hilt liter ilk tin snntlii rn 
tirmind of Kiisst m oieupition m the 
whole of the 1 ir 1 ist, with tlu solit i') 
ixecpiion of tlostk lulii^'iurid !’o t 
\rihur, now uiihin nmt wtil s of its fil* 
\or W 1 S tlu lull i mtri isol ilid po I, 
sinii m tint e tst thi Jipiiusi wmill 
lertiinlv luxe triishid fo pulp tlu di* 
t lelmient Iioldin^' it i x\ii! i^o It w is 
1 little Kttssnn c ipt nmnin^r out into i 
J ipincst SI i, md eomimmit iiion with 
the in im Ivnssim position w is ixulintk 
i isx In tliise eiri nnist mcis it nii^ht 
sum sirin^i lint tlu Riissnns did not 

III ixilx ninforit tlu rif^imml hohlirif; 

till hill, md drixe (hi J ip mi m Ini I i)\ 
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full rit.ui«nt with fixi iiniliiiit t,!!!!*- 
would hivi xirx liltli di 1 ult\ in n 
puNin,, with stfimis hisN i lnt 

t ill Ml eomiH 11 d to rrt p to ifi mi iri 
up I h in silt p si p 

III n til w IS ih it tins it’iin II iflir- 
I Min s i\ whii M IS hill ni ir< tl i i 
ill p< r Ml siro,;t,k Im lw< n i r« t ^ r* < ( 
Isiissiin infmtrs i ilh in In uu » 

^ tjr t 1 ) « !i ^1 -*11 ’ 1 '•I 

In two h jS- 

I 1 wJ r 

|V s^ 



3f5o JUSTORY OF rilF K 

:n'tiv«’ nulliorily in Mancluirin. \*ory 
full of uriin .su^'j^uslivfiU’SK nuisl Iiavc 
been the .spia'lnrlu :il llu; inonu'Ut wlirn 
the rc'liriu”' Russians were settlini;- info 
their second line of trenches, and the 
Japanese, now occujwifTLT the lirsl line, 
and rapidly ^atherins^' their strent^th, 
were watc'hinyf the effect of their own 
shrapnel in order to seixe a favourable 
moment for resuming;' the attack. 

W'e may take it that the ]\ussi:ms were 
bei^inniu”- by this time to re;dise the 
seriousness *)f l)ie silu;ilion. TJie 
pressure brouj^ht upon the liisl line of 
trenches h.ad e\idently been severer than 
had been antieip.ated, for two hours w.-is 
but .'1 shf)rl time to hold such a position 
.'["•.'linst two comp.'mies. ]>uL the h.-iil of 
shrapnel h.ad been continuous for six 
or seven hours, smd the Japanese infantry 
advance had been steady ;mcl determined. 
Still t»raver was the ])osition now with 
an entire Japanese battalion at no i^Tcaf 
distance, and the shrapnel bullets once 
more falling' thick into the trenches. 

It was about four o’clock when the 
Japanese artillery ceased firing, and a 
thousand Japanese bayonets came spark- 
ling up to the second Russian position 
on '\\’ai-tau-shan. It had been a weary 
wait of nearly two h^urs for the im- 
patient battalion of the iSth Rifles, and 
one can understand the gleaming satis- 
faction with which the line of eager little 
infantrymen sprang from their temporaiy 
shelter and sped up the remaining slopes 
that led to tlie summit of the hill. 

The Russian riiles wore crackling 
all along their line, the machine- 
guns were vomiting lead- to the accom- 
paniment of that queer “pup-pup-pup” 
which always seems .such a trivial noise 
compared with the death-dealing- process 
with which it is connected, and at one in- 
stant of the Japanese rush a passing 
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tremor shook the attacking line as it 
docs sometimes even in the most bril- 
liantly successful ass.'iult. Those aic the 
motnents when the defenders’ hearts are 
steeled into sterner resolve, M'hen their 
rifles are held str.'iightcst, when the feel- 
ing is strongest that those in the trenches 
are meting- out punishment, not in any 
danger of receiving' it. But the tremor 
w.as but moment.'iry, and any satisfaction 
it created was short-lived. For on came 
the J.-ipancsc, and with irresistible Ha7i 
poured into the trenches, -where, for a 
time, raged the bitter hand-to-hand fight- 
ing ih.-it h.-is terminated .so many infantry 
attacks in this Avar. It seems a little 
stning-e th.'it even at this stage the Rus- 
sians could not gain the upper hand. 
For they shouLI have been still in some 
numeric.'d .superiority, since their casual- 
ties up to this time had not been in any 
Avay .serious, .and the Japanese themselves 
had suffered ;ibout equal losses in the tAvo 
sl.agcs of their advance. But Avhen first- 
class troops have made their Avay into the 
heart of a ])Osition, A\'herc they are not 
exposed to flanking fire or other fresh 
odds, they arc seldom to be denied, and 
.so it Avas in tliis case. Bayonets crossed 
bayonets in deadly earnest, revolvers 
spat, here and there a clubbed rifle 
Avielded by a burly Muscovite may have 
smashed a Japanese skull; but in the end 
the Russians broke and ran, leaA-ing- be- 
hind them tAA’o of their machine-guns and 
a number of dead. CroAvning the crest 
of the hill, the Japanese fired on the 
enemy as they retreated doAvn the farther 
slope and across the river, and did further 
execution among their scattered ranks. 

The Japanese Avere noAv to find their 
success, for the ‘moment, discounted by 
the exposed nature of the ground they 
had g-allantly Avon. No sooner Avas the 
Japanese flag hoisted on the temple at the 
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top of tiu; hill (li:in the Russian batteries 
across the river betran to speak, and a 
storm of shrapnel came hurtlinj^ about 
the oars of the victors in the recent 
action. 'I'lie crest of the hill was thus 
rendered untenable, but (he j.apanese had 
cxidently made ”ood (heir foothold in 
spite of the Russi.'in ollicial (les|)a(ch to 
the contrary, l-'or the Russian artillery 
steadily bombarded the hill all the next 
morninp:, which they would hardly have 
done had no sii^ns of occupation been 
visible. In the afternoon of October ::Sih 
the larj^e Russi.an force which was con- 
centrated ;unon”- the hills across the river 
disappeared rather suddenly. .Subse- 
quently a small detachment of Russian 
chasseurs attempted, on the ni^ht of the 
2gth, a counter-attack on Wal-tau-shan, 
but this was easily repulsed. 

The Russian casualties :it Wai-l.au- 
shan were estimated at 200, the Japanese 
at 170 — an insig'nltieant butcher’s bill, of 
course, which seems of itself to stamp the 
action as one of comparative insitrnifi- 
canec. Rut, as the foresjoinq- narrative 
seems to show, ^^’ai-tau-shan was really 
a rcmark.able little lig'ht, and must have 
come :is r.ather an unpleasant surprise to 
the Russians, for whom now the Sha-ho 
along-, practically speaking-, its whole 
length was .a definite obstacle. Nor 
could the Jap:\ncsc fail to be heartened 
g-rcatly by a success which demonstrated 
once more, and with vivid clearness, the 
right of Japanese commanders to regfard 
their gallant fellows as, if anything-, in- 
dividually more than a match for the 
fittest and most seasoned soldiers of the 
Tsar. 

The closing days of October, and nearly 
the whole of November, proved an un- 
eventful, but by no means an idle, time 
for the confronting armies. For the 
most part the fighting consisted of pretty 
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continuous artillery firing, with frequent 
but unimportant infantry collisions, usu- 
ally at night. The Russian cavalry rc- 
conn.aissancc work on both the Japanese 
Hanks appears to have been well carried 
out, and on (he extreme Russian left, 
where Cicneral Rcnncnkamf was in com- 
mand, the Cossacks arc shown to have 
been particularly active. On October 
30th a parly of the famous Cossacks of 
the Don — a division of which had re- 
cently joined the Army of iManchuria — 
for the first time took a part in the 
operations, and, with some infantry de- 
(.achments, .-ittackcd a body of Japanese 
cavalrv along- the Hun River. This in- 
troduction of the Don Cossacks to Far 
Itaslcrn warfare docs not seem to have 
been particularly auspicious, the attack 
being jtromptly repulsed, and the Rus- 
sians leaving- behind them twenty dead 
men and thirty horses. 

The -weather was now improving, as 
far as tlic rain was concerned, and the 
days were fine and moderately warm. 
But the nights were growing colder, six 
degrees of frost having- been recorded 
at the end of October, and ten a little 
later. The Russian troops rvere in good 
health, and supplies of food and warm 
clothing were coming in ver}'- satis- 
factorily. The better condition of the 
roads enabled reinforcements to detrain 
at stations further up the line, and to 
march thence to Mukden, thus relieving 
to a marked extent the pressure on the 
railway. Indeed, it would seem that, 
notwithstanding- the recent reverses on 
the Sha-ho, and the absence of any com- 
pensating success, the condition of the 
Russian Army in, at any rate, the first 
half of November, was in pleasant con- 
trast to the sufferings entailed by the 
long retirement which terminated in the 
evacuation of Liao-yang, and was also 
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fuL from nuru of tlic li irdslops iltir* 
lids tindtrj,'(»in. m iht dcpllt «if winltr 
\t Mid dm Jlstif i r tllitr qu nnt Milt 
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Minds, tin w ir torrispondi.nt of tin. 
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w ir h IS proMilcd i new ind rieh mnrket 
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Uul Miikdm luxuries were, of course, 
f ir out of the re ich of n xerx 1 ir^je por* 
ti in of Kurop itkin’s hr tee soldiers mine 
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imprrned on the tunc hnnoiireel nutlmds 
tii driujn^ fire h\ exposing stuffed in in* 
Utkins IS i t ir^o t leir the Jipmes 
ni irl stiien 

It IS pie IS lilt to tdd th it the eoidnlilx 
w Inch fi IS ‘eo ofte n been ohse r\ed in sum* 
I ir circumst'inets, ehirinj; previous cun 
pii}»ns, prev nice! it this period it in inv 
points ilon^j the oiiposinj; lines, where 
the ouipetsts were in pirticulirh close 
touch Ci,;ircttes ind other little lux 
uries were frtelv cxcli mtjeel hv the j^il 
tint fellows who hid lire idv peril ips 
nut t doren times in de idh conflict, 'ind 
nu^ht It nnv moment elo so iin 
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sort of e ive whieh ii^eel to he oexupitd 
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schemes of the respective ctiinhu mis 
Quite i little friendship sprung; up be- 
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left hv the retiring piriv, ind k'rive eom 
pt lints mule if the relre it w is not left 
m I'cMuI order ’ 
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wells iJonf; the riilw iv line h ivinj, f uled, 
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|M«ses \o elifl mllv w is i\}>eritn eel is 
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l I>on these Surli imernitic". of w irf ire 
ire eomneui to ill first-clivs irinuN -meJ 
It IS j;ritifvm^ to ehrontc’i* tleir ocser- 
renci ni thi«. [hckkI of tic Kunm, Jjju 
*int sr W ir 

I ikr the Kt vvnn^ tie Jap tr t *c wc'c 
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lip rcinforct n r^'ts, *'d tic f’es'i n Ir- 
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tain that a proportion was coming- by 
way of Feng-hwang-cheng as well as 
from the south. . It was supposed that a 
concentration wms being effected for the 
purpose of assuming: a brisk offensive, 
and this may well have been the case, 
since there is reason to believe that the 
Japanese were now. confidently expecting 
the early fall of Port Arthur, and that 
they would have been extremely .glad if 
they could have pushed on to Mukden 
before the really hard weather com- 
menced. But -week after week passed 
before it w^as possible to make any de- 
cided move, and by the third Aveek in 
November the cold Avas beginning to be 
sufficiently sharp to render any general 
advance more and more difficult. On 
both sides the line of entrenchments Avas 
noAV dotted at intervals Avith great bur- 
roAvs, into Avhich the men crept for shelter 
as much from the biting frost as from the 
artillery fire. When entrenchment has 
reached this point an advance ahvays be- 
comes improbable, for, even if one side 
succeeds in ejecting the other from its 
“ dug-outs,” it is prevented from making' 
the occupation good if the frost turns 
the earth to iron, and puts it out of the 
question to throAv up fresh cover. Ac- 
cordingly, the Japanese soon abandoned 
the idea of a general advance, and began- 
to make themselves as comfortable - as 
the conditions AA’ould permit, even, it 
is said, going so far as to provide their 
dug-out shelters Avith camp beds and 
stoves. 

A pleasant interlude is recorded as 
having occurred in the Japanese lines on 
NoA'cmbcr glh. Lieutenant-Genend Sir 
William Nicholson, the British Military 
.Attache at Japanese headquarters, liad 
been compelled to retire to Tokio on ac- 
count of ill-healtii, but there Avcrc .<till 
several British officers present witii the 


force, the senior being Colonel Tulloch- 
To the latter, on our King’s birthday, 
Prince Nashimoto, Mar.shal Oyama, 
General Kodama, General Oku, General 
Fukushima, and General Okubo sent re- 
presentatives to offer their congratula- 
tions, and to Avish long life to the King. 
An entertainment Avas also given to the 
British officers and Avar correspondents, 
a notable feature being an exhibition of 
Japanese national sports. The spirited 
participation of the war correspondents 
'in the primitive Japanese dances en- 
hanced the success of this pleasing 
function, and the utmost cordiality 
and good-felloAvship prcA-ailed. 

But the Japanese did not alloAv thc.se 
pre-occupations to divert them in any 
Avay from the more Avarlike business in 
hand. Wherever they Avere in contact 
Avith the enemy the utmost vigilance Avas 
displayed, and, -indeed, Avas necessary, 
for the Russians made a number of small 
attacks, the effect of Avhich must occa- 
sionally have been somewhat alarming. 
Especial care Avas taken to render Sha-ho 
station as strong as possible, the idea 
apparently being to construct a semi-per- 
manent Avork to cover the railway line in 
case of a forced retii'emcnt. The task of 
fortification Avas carried out under grave 
difficulties, the Russians making strenu- 
ous efforts to frustrate the J.'ipancsc 
plans by tlu'owing- sliells from their big 
guns, of Avhich they now had a large 
number in position, into the space in 
Avhicb the enemy Averc Avorking. On 
November 13th, for instance, more- tiian 
500 Russian shells fell in the vicinity of 
the .station, the bombardment l.'isling 
from dawn till evening, .\fter such an 
experience the jiofir little .Sha-ho .st.ation 
can surely claim to rank Imnour.'tbly aaiiIi 
anv of the country-houM-'-, farm-lniilfl- 
Ings, chun'hcs, or f)tluT pc-'cefu! 
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structures which have won immortal fame 
through being pressed into the grim ser- 
vice of war. 

Another point to which both Russians 
and Japanese were compelled to pay close 
attention was the village of Lin-shi-pu, 
of the early fighting round Avhich, on 
October 14th, mention was made on page 
254. It is extremely typical of the opera- 
tions subsequent to the Battle of Sha-ho, 
that for Aveeks the Japanese should only 
have remained in possession of part of 
this village, the remainder being so 
tenaciously held by the Russians that it 
Avas impossible to turn them out. 

About the middle of November the 
rivers began to freeze, and several of 
the foreign Militar}'^ Attaches and Avar 
correspondents left the front and returned 
to Europe, confident that there would noAv 
be no serious fighting until the spring. 
This AueAv was evidently taken by Kuro- 
patkin, who continued to devote himself 
to the task of organising his greatly in- 
creased forces. He had just been joined 
by General Linievitch from Vladivostok, 
Avho had assumed the command of the 
First Manchurian Army under the ncAV 
scheme of Russian military commands. 

Kuropatkin himself seems to haA^e been 
spending his time at this period A^ery 
much as he did at Liao-yang, Avhen the 
latter Avas still in Russian occupation. 
He still liA-ed in a raihvay car, a light 
burning in his office all night, and officers 
being summoned to confer Avith him at all 
hours. His tours of inspection along the 
thirty-five mile Russian front Avere ac- 
complished in a high-speed motor car, 
Avhich A\as regarded by the Chinese Avith 
immense superstitious aAve. Kuropatkin 
had, after careful enquiry, ordered, In 
addition to this car, tAventy others 
specially constructed to carry ammuni- 
tion speedily in case of emergency. 


While our Army can certainly claim to 
haA'^e led the Avay in the matter of heary 
motor traction in South Africa, it must 
be placed to the credit of the Russians in 
Manchuria that they Avere the first to 
make use of the high-speed car for the 
carriage of ammunition in the field. 

For several AA'eeks both armies carried 
on a series of more or less desultory 
operations, only here and there relieved 
by performances of distinct tactical in- 
terest or significance. Perhaps the most 
serious movement recorded is that made 
by the Japanese on November 24th 
against the extreme left of the Russian 
position, AA'hich, as AA^e haA^e seen, lay 
among- the hills in the vicinity of the Ta- 
ling, General Rennenkamf being in com- 
mand. The movement is described as 
an attempt to turn the Russian left, but 
more probably it Avas a mere diversion 
intended to disturb the Russians, and to 
check the activity of their reconnoitring 
parties. Certainly, there is no sign of a 
definite turning mOA^ement such as AA'ouId 
undoubtedly have been designed on a 
much larger scale, and carried out AA'ith 
A'ery much greater A'igour and persist- 
ence. The chief fighting took place near 
the Aullage of Sin-ho-cheng, at the base 
of the Ta-ling mountains, some sixty-five 
miles, as the croAv flies, north-east of 
Liao-yang. The Japanese, according to 
Russian accounts, commenced the attack 
AA’ith a brigade of infantry and tAvehe 
guns, but seem to have made no head- 
AA-ay cither on the 25111 or any of the four 
folloAving days. On the 25th the Jap- 
anc,sc, haA'ing been reinforced, attacked 
at noon, and again, under cover of a fog, 
at about 4 o’clock, but the Russians iield 
their oA\n manfully. On tlie 26th the 
fighting AA-as rcncAAed, Acith the .same re- 
sult. In the evening a very daring re- 
conn.aissancc Avas made on the Ru.‘'si;in 
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Iillid mil too wmindtil The Kussuns 
found *3 hiulus of J ipiiiise soldiers, ind 
m ide siecn prisoners 
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I crjji rivinis oceuputl hv infnntrv, th n 
itt itk I steep hut hiw hill, crowniul hv n 
redoubt Old e nnrclit! bv trench s Mi 
iss-iuh w Is ii'conipbslitd bv the lo'b 
Kife l\ci,imcnl of three Inti ibons wbub 
feerimtl the rii;hl tl ml of tin lt1^ell „ 
line 

rii > e wb» Ml eel ve 1 rfe tl ' 

»tr«p,xe! until the rf el if tic billl M' 
c 1 e» c» PI rrp < 1 tl t sr frt t rtJ'l etl i”i 
pf'u » sh i n tl c ric j\ Tl '•s dis’n' 
pt t t' c ri\irrs t’ c tr - ' 

TM’o ' ♦ Vlt’ Ojt s’ f' , 



^.S8 


lUSTOKY OF 'J'TIF RUSSO-JAPANESE WAR. 


batteries, and rushed after tlie enemy, 
\v!io lied in a panic. 

“ 'I’lie village willi tlic jajjanese still 
lirini;' from the fansas, remained in the 
roar. With ”real dilliculty the soldiers 
were forced to return, l-'ortun.-itely, liu; 
2otIi Rej^iment luirried up from the re- 
serve. 'rile villatfe was surrounded ;md 
set on (ire. 

D.'irhncss set in, jind tiie violent I)at- 
lle proceeded in the liijht of tliis huife 
torcli. 'I'he Jap.-mese, sceintf themselves 
surrounded, had no stren^tli to resist. 
The majority committed suicide. Manv 
preferred l)urnin.tj to prison, and ruslied 
into the lire.” 

Colonel .Sychevsky, who was in com- 
mand, thus described the affair to the 
y iedomosti correspondent. “ I only cried 
the word of comm.'ind, and the re£>:imcnt 
marched on as thoiig-h on par.ade. .After 
crossing the river, I had not suflicicnt 
slreng-th to walk. I cried, ‘ Hurrah ! ’ 
and ran. 

“ Before tlie trench, at a distance of 
from ten to fifteen steps, we stopped — 
ourselves and the Japanese. It was a 
traffic moment. One false step, and the 
tables mig-ht be turned. But all Avas de- 
cided by Lieutenant Alexander — a man of 
mad intrcpidit3\ He was torn to pieces 
by bayonets before our eyes, and . thej' 
finished him Avith the butts of their rifles. 

“ Cracking, slashing, hoAA'ling, shriek- 
ing — on the attacking party AA'ent irre- 
sistibly. I could not run so fast, and 
could not shout. I Avas choking, but 
the men ran on and on. When I ordered 
the halt the soldiers murmured, and 
would not return. Fortunately the com- 
mander of the 3rd Battalion— an ex- 
perienced man— held them back near the 
banner. 

“ The 19th Regiment lost about 400 
men, but all died Avith their arms in their 


hands, It Avas Avorse with the Japanese. 
J he fansas were still smoking, .spreading 
a horrible smell of burnt flesh — the bodies 
of the suicides ! ” 

Into further details of the collisions 
along the lines of outposts, collisions in 
the accounts of Avhich the names of the 
villages of Lin-shi-pu and Li-mun-tun 
have perhaps the greatest prominence, it 
is not nccessaiw to enter. More to the 
point is it to chronicle the on-coming of 
the true Manchurian Avinter, and to 
glance at the progress of the great or- 
ganic changes Avhich arc taking place at 
Russian Army hcadcjuartcrs. As to the 
first, .a correspondent Avith General Kuro- 
ki’s force telegraphed, on December iith. 
that on the previous night the ther- 
mometer had fallen to six degrees beloAv 
zero, Fahrenheit. The days AA-ere cold 
also, but sunshine and the absence of 
severe Avinds made life tolerable. The 
hills AA-ere covered Avith snoAV, Avhich Avas 
also lying an inch thick on the plains. 
All the streams Averc frozen over. Both 
armies Avere noAV living almost exclusively 
in subterranean shelters protected by pits, 
Avire entanglements, and here and there 
by semi-permanent redoubts. There 
Avere noAv places Avhere the distance be- 
tAveen the opposing lines AA^as only 400 
paces, and it is said that never AA-ere the 
positions of tAvo forces so close together 
along such an extended front. 

To this period belonged a recrudes- 
cence of activity on the part of the 
Chunchuses, to Avhoin the rigours of the 
season mattered less than to the regular 
troops of the tAvo armies in the field. It 
is recorded that 1,500 of these brigands, 
Avith sixteen guns, appeared some tAventy 
miles to the Avest of Tie-ling, AAdiich lies 
on the raihvay to the north-Avest of Muk- 
den. They are said to haA^e been re- 
pulsed by the Frontier Guard, and to 
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ln\t 1 '^l -*oo iif tluir mimhi.r Uul it is 
vuMulii ml tint III the tirst wtik of 1)»- 
( « tnht r I 11 irhin (kspildi shoutt) In\e 
tmniioiud the Mowing lip of llu riilw i\ 
liiK ttiUMin U irhm md Miikilin h\ 
(. IntiKlnises, ituMlurt is no ([tu stion tli it 
lhrou},htmt DitiinliLr the luttr \\ir» 
c iiisim; tonsuli r ihli iim. imiuss m Kiis- 
st in iniht iri iireks b\ their swift iixl 
vttddi. n r iids 

Ik the inidilk of Deeeniher ill thi 
three jjeiierds who were to hi\t Aniu 
e oinni mils under kurop itkin is (leiier d 
issitno, hid irrued nt Midden (ieiieril 
I muMtih, eoinni indinj; the I irst \rin\, 
hid under hint the isi, 2nd, 3rd, md }th 
Silierim Arnu Corps, with I leiiten iiit* 
tuner ils kt kI tlher^,', S issuliteh, h in* 
off, iiid / iruh iieff is Corps Coin* 
minders, mil ^l ijor*(ienef d Khirit* 
\itih IS Cliief of thi St iff lo I leuten* 
ml (»ciur d tinpinlicr^', eoinin mdinj; the 
Sesond Arin\, the 8th, iCith, md ;ist 
1 iiropnn Arin\ Corps, md t Siheritn 
Corps ippenr to hue Incn issi^md 


Ihe ihltd \rnu, under lleiitinmt* 
titnerd H roii Kiiilhiis, with Miieii* 
(leiu r d M irtson is t [m f of tlu St ill, 1 1 
Slid to hut totisisied of th tsi, i« ih, 
iiul 17th 1 ttrope m \iiiu (oip«, nndii 
Mieendorf, Iserpil/is, md Ihleh rhn},' 
rtsptituiU, md 1 Silu n m I orps pioh* 
aide the tith 

Of till III w } t Ml r ds III i liii f I otmn md, 
till most self issiriui w is (■< in 1 il (oip 
ttdtirf;, ol whom 1 slid inp porli dl w is 
pueiionpiji ii)t of till pii s( nt \oh mi 
In iddrissinp oik id his ret imiiils it the 
tmn he tool oil r I omm md of Ills \imv 
lie sod I nil siin Mill will not | im 
wu to the menu linn will In non 
trntmp now If nu oiu of joii dim 
denis his position I will I dl hmi If I 
order mui to teln it, I ill mi \ hllli 
literlln Comm iinle r of llu Snoinl \fmN 
in M mehiin 1 w is to ri dm Imth tin Itdd 
Ms of sin h liMf'iiiii ine! tin dmlitfil 
leiirits of I pt)siti HI for wlinh it !■ 

( ime elide Id tint In w is h) temper md 
milii in < ep n iti h nlli hit d 
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III!' <ii- I’oK’T .\i'.’‘rHrK’ — oi' srRK‘icN’i»f-;K ‘' — thk f^.i/TOA'o/’.vi' ikc.iukst 

— I'KAMATIC Mdfl r.— Ot'FK-ATIONS A»;A1N>T THK fHcKAT KOKTS— ATTACK liV 
j\rANITK SUOKHS.Mf .V— i KH(Tf,S<l CDfNH MKTKK KA.VH:— COSTIA' AS.SAIT.TS— FINAL 
A!)\'A\CF--i;A!’iFK-F: <>!•• JOt .M! TF;K HILL. 


A !■ I I'.R the hTiniiKilinii of (Ik* 

" Hiilh<i,tv An.'ick ” on I’ori 
* 

Arthur, of \vhi('h ;iu an'oiiut wris oiven 
in (.’iKipIcr l.XX.. llu' thoiij^It 

.somewhat (li.slu'artctu’d hy the limited 
siu'eesj, attained, made .sit:ady procre.ss 
both with their saf) work' and with the 
homliardmeut. On Xo\eml)er (>ll> the 
licads <d the .sap were witiiin from loo 
to 300 yards of the Idy- forts, exeepl in 
the ea.se of those on faau-lie-slian. 'I'he 
bomb.'irdmeiU .also <‘onlimied with nn- 
.ahated viyonr, and on Xo\ ember .Sth 
the ^reat lCr-hmK'‘-shan and .Suntf-slui- 
slian forts were reported, for the first 
time, to have been silenced, 'i'he sheils 
dropped, too, .so incessantly into and 
round the docUyard, that repairin,”- work 
had to be practic.ally abandoned. Citizen 
volunteers and police were now reinforc- 
ing' tile reguiar garrison. 

Incrca.sed attention was iienccfortii 
paid to I-tzu-.shan, a particularly dillicult 
fort to assail owing' to llie peculiar topo- 
graphy of the country in the immediate 
neighbourhood, which prevents direct ar- 
tillery fire ag'ainst it. On the mornings 
of November 5th and 6lh fierce assaults 
were made against this powerful work, 
the Japanese advancing in both cases 
from behind distant hills in as great 
force as the ground would allow. But 
the absence of direct artillery prepara- 
tion, and the long distance wdiich the in- 
fantry had to traverse in the face of the 


di-fcndcr.',’ machiiu- guns, crumpled up 
the allaek, though not until the Japanese 
h;i<i reached and broken ihrfiugh the wire 
ent.-ingli’inents set (dose up to the fort. 
.\ lurid inst.'inee of the frantic tenacity 
di''[>la\ed in these ;itta(d<s was afforded 
by the spectacle of one unfortunate sol- 
dier, who, though his leg' liad been torn 
oft by :i piece of shell, was seen trying to 
bite through the wires in order to make 
the passage easier for those behind him. 

During the assatdt on November 6th 
a sludl so.'iring' over the hills from the 
eastward plumped into a mine-controlling 
station in I-tzu-sh:m, and set off a quan- 
tity of high explosives, with the result, 
it is s.'iid, that between 600 and yoo Rus- 
sians were killed and wounded. 

About this time the Japanese were re- 
ported to h:ivc made a rather singular 
effort to induce the Russian soldiers in 
Port Artlnir to surrender without con- 
sulting General Stoessel. A Russian 
pri.soner, taken on October 26th, had de- 
clared that his comrades were sadly 
dispirited, and that they clearly realised 
the hopelessness of the struggle in which 
they were engaged. General Nogi, 
upon hearing the man’s story, caused a 
letter to be drafted for circulation among 
the Russian soldiers. In this a state- 
ment was given of Kuropatkin’s retreats, 
and his failure to make any impression 
upon Oyama’s forces. It ^vas pointed 
out that the Baltic Fleet had only just 
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irh tl, III It tin ul\ im i of the Jnp ouvi 
t|,' iin*-t Port \rlliiir, if vUiw, w iv sun, 
itnl lliil tin * iptiin of ill };ri it forts 
u IS niilv I iinlltr of tinu In mmhi- 
sion, till liltir offtritl kimlK trtilnunl 
in ill ulio slim n(Kr« (I, in<! ur{;nl tin in- 
UmmmtN of furllur ustlis*; sluiijhur 

M r il < opti s of tins K llir w t rt wrilli n 
m Uussi m, mil t'* il»n\c-mii»* 

Itimid jirisotur, ulm, uinlcr loxir of the 
<1 irl m ss in tlu ( ifl\ niormni^ of 
\oMinl»r jlh, r»t;utu<l llit Kiissnn 
lim s unnlistrvul In liis nOKtrs Hit 
ni in r« iiirntd llu s*iint. s mot; lit it 

Ins toinrnUs would insutr witlnn i fiw 
dns IK riinirlid ili it tin men <lid 
not 111 i llu id( I of in unotlM I il Mir* 
n ndi r. hut tint i1k\ wtrt (Mdintlv im 
pnssifl In tlu torn, of tlu htlif, wliuh 
dispilhil llu nil I, fosttrtd In the Kiis* 
vim oniurs, tint 0 Jtpwust tntrx into 
Port \rtlmr would lu follownl In i 
^nss^l ri \ciordinj' t<i this m m s 
viitinunt, his own hittdion, fornurlx 
Soo stfonj;, hid now <lwindlt<l to ihirtx 
im n oiiK 

1 ik» I in iin otlur of the cir* 

iunisiiniiit storn s tolil dioiit flu vu^t 
*( iVut \rtlw\r, \fws iww wvs \h of d\- 
fulni iiitlu iitK itx , hut It Cm InrdK lu 
10 iiiliii nnintion, mil, t!ih(mi.h n» 
t o ,.iMi risiilisof m\ siHliofTir is ih it 
null it«<l Win fortluornin)', it mn In 
tl it 1 pro,>(iriion of tlu lu m« j^isl l^-irnson 
Win 'itisthK iiifliirn id in this w i\ 
\isi*u’in^ tl ( Id f istiion si notions tif 

I hi ir\ j Tl ,oi, t\, Ihr i 'fir. if m ii'i, wtv 

’ i^l 1' I’jjcsti s hV, hill llu r tst of I’o't 

' i' I I •-<» , r, j,, , ,1 

^ J 'i* ’ I’l i th it i p*t>’ ^isi 

It s' S-Tl 'ish 
i \ - X s*r- . f } ^ J.ics r 1 P 1*. 
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Copus of tlu Port \rlhur journ il. Hu 
\ Ar», Wirt now lu^mnim; to nnd 
llmr w n prills rifjulirh to Chi fn. 
Imnj; i irruil thitlur In tlu hliKkidi 
runntni; juiil s Sonu of tlu tthmpsis 
i*f lift in tlu hi li ii;ui rt <1 fortriss irt 
\tr\ mttrtstmt;, iltliout;h h\ tins tmu it 
Is mctssirx to thstount rillur lu I'd' 
llu tonipiriini churfiihu ss of the 
t irlur niiinlurs Hurt is no lon^ir ni) 
fim to hi ^ot out of the ihitlirolu iftitl 
ipotiui in who, for i fortnitiht. pliMtl 
I promimnt p irt in llu ctiluinns of tlu 
\.»'t Kru lilts list flit pi rson hntl 
fount] tlu su^c VO (rxint;, th it lu ilostd 
Ins shop mil % mislud, hnt w is pursuit! 
with sut h tthnirnl l ninls md ri 
prouhts for lining; lift i pirt of tlu 
town dtprnid of its nudiiitus, tint lu 
txintnillv idxtrtistd his new idilriss 
In Noxtinhtr, ij; im, then iri no more 
inxious rnquiriis is to tlu wiuri ihoul* 
of t nitssinj' nionktx, or tifftrs to pur 
th isi I horvt ind t irn i^'p 

^ 1 1 . t Mn up to within i ft w d n s o( 
lilt pirioil to wlmh wi hnt now irrnttl 
llu Port \rtlmr journ dist w is mi ision 
lilt tnihltil to supphnunt the h in rt 
rtnd of thp sn^i \n st^iss \wtjh\s 
roinmlit ‘tops IKri, for msl lO' i 
Is llu sinsiticiml slor\ «»f i Kinsj m 
worn in who sirMtl wnli \ ilmir m in on 
fights until shi w IS killid ' H«r Inn 
huid w IS vtr\in^ m Port \rl!iiir. md 
sIh, dressing litrMlf i i in in. irriM'i 
thin jinl h fort ihi sm;;i h( in In 
Intm.; in Itr hush md s rtjinrnl, »hf 
toil pirl in ‘txerd sf)rti«', md I !f*<»l 
M tlu »lt fr I I of t ort I r IK!) II !» 
I »‘r s« \ \ ts ‘<ii/> 1 di <nrrc«l, * t r ord 
f f hr l\T X I 1 Iti T tl o t > t’ V < f ''ti 
• I *1 J * , s » I » r« n m tl 
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She mirsecl him ihroii^h the erilienl 
points of his illness, and then returned 
to till- front, wheie she heeame a mes- 
senger to Captain (lonzakofshy, of the 
i.-^th Keiiiment, ridiiii^’ fearlessly to .and 
Irom the various positimis, unaffeeted by 
the din and danger of battle. On 
Ortober i()th, wlien she was visilinj;' 
the trenehes with despatches, a hiiu'e 
shell struck the earthworks, and killed 
her together with eiyht others.” 

Revcrtiii”- to the Xovember chronicle 
of the sie!4^e, we Cmd an incident recorded 
as having' t.aken place on Xovcmher i-ph, 
the story of which, tlunirfh not ollicially 
conlirmecl, was vouched for by an A'.v- 
/trcss correspondent as h.a\intf l)een ob- 
tained from an absolutely reliable source 
at Shimonoseki, one of Japan’s jjrincip.al 
ntival stations. 'I'lic details are :is fol- 
lows : On the nij>ht of the 13th three 
Russian destroyers put to se.a from Port 
.•\rthur with desp.alchc.s from (lencnd 
vStoe.ssel in triplicate. 'J'wo of the vc.sscls 
carried ollicers who were so badly 
wounded that it was deemed advisable 
to send them at any risk to Chi-fu rather 
than keep them in the crowded hospitals 
at Port Arthur. The fate of all de- 
stroyers was suflicienlly tragic. 

One was intercepted by the Japanese 
cruiser Kastiga and sunk, only four 
members of the crew being' rescued, one 
of whom died subsequently. 

The second was sunk by the l\Lat- 
siisJi'iina about twenty-five miles from 
Port Arthur. This vessel manag-ed to 
hit the Matsushima with a torpedo, which, 
however, did very little damag'e. 

The third destroyer was chased by two 
Japanese torpedo g'unboats from mid- 
night until four o’clock in the morning, 
when the fugitive’s engines gave out off 
Liau-tie-shan. She pluckily hove-to for 
battle, but was promptly torpedoed, and 


.sank immediately with .all on board. In 
all three cases the Russians on board the 
de.stroyers were admitted by the Jap- 
.ane.‘ie to h.a^•e beha\'ed with reckless 
br;i\'ery. 

\\ c, now come to an incident which 
cre.'iled :il the time a very considerable 
sensation, and which w.as fully expected 
— lhoug''h, as we shall see, the expecta- 
tion w.as not realised — to create serious 
intern.ati(Mi.al complications. Two nights 
after the three destroyers just mentioned 
had c<uue to grief, a fourth destroyer, 
the Jxazloropny, commanded by C.aptain 
I’elem, weig'hcd anchor in Port Arthur 
harbour, and, in the teeth of a blinding 
snowstorm, ran out to sea. Owing to 
the heavy weather she was un.able to 
make more ili.an ten knots, but, even at 
this pace, thanks to the snow-storm, she 
succeeded in evading the Japanese ships 
on blockading duty, and early on the 
morning of the 16th she steamed into 
Chi-fu, and anchored near the Russian 
Con.sul.ate. Later she moved further in- 
shore among the shij)ping. 

I'hc crew of the Uaztoropiiy may well 
have been gratified by the sensation 
Avhich their arrival created. An early 
visitor was Captain Ching, of the Chinese 
cruiser Hai-Yang, who came aboard and 
notified Captain Pelem that he would be 
compelled to disarm within trventy-four 
hours. The Aide-de-camp to the United 
States Admiral on the China station also 
had a short interview with Captain 
Pelem, and several Press correspondents 
followed, eager to seize such an ex- 
ceptional opportunity of gleaning really 
up-to-date information concerning Port 
Arthur, These last found the com- 
mander of the Raztoropny and his officers 
most communicative. As to Port Arthur, 
everything there Avas going on sAvim- 
mingly : plenty of food, no chance of the 
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w.'iUt supply f.iilinp-, (he Iroops .-uui rfsi* 
ricnts In lirst-ral'’ iic.'ihh jiiul spirits, tin- 
warships stradily undt'ipoint,'' repair, and 
some of ihi'in likely to put to sea in the 
near (uture, Altopetlu-r an almost idyliie 
slate oi things eonsideriiiLf tli<’ eireuni' 
stanees. \or did the appearanee of the 
Ji(i:{ori>l>tiy and her erew helie ihes.- 
cheerinp slalemi-nts. 'I’lie ollieers and 
men were lit ami well fed ; there was a 
eomforl.alde odour of steak, whieh was- 
heinp' eooked for breakfast ; beer and 
tobaeeo were in evicU-nee, and an adfii-d 
toueh of repleteness was lent by a 
" fat, eontente<i-lookin!L; bull i)up.” who 
“ wtdked lh(' deek with unsteady move- 
ments." ]>ut, not w ilhslamlinp- these as- 
stiranees. the o()limisni of the oflicer.s- 
was ihoui^'ht to be a little strained, and 
the whole pielure .appeared to have been 
carefully arranged with ;i view loorcatinif 
a desired impression. 

The continued presence of the armed 
■Raztoropny in the harbour of Chi-fu w.-is, 
of course, out of the question, .and it 
seemed clear that this time the Chinese 
would tidsc the necessary steps to enforc-e 
the obscrv.ancc of the port's neutrality. 
Tile cruiser Tlai-yau^ h.'iving' cleared her 
decks for action, moved to a position 
commandini;- every part of the harbour, 
and dramatic events were naturally an- 
ticipated. 

iMcanwhilc the Razioropny lay an- 
chored, with full steam up, in the midst 
of seven Japanese coasting- steamers and 
two vessels flying- the Chinese fl.ag: but 
owned by Japanese. The despatches 
brought by Captain Pelem had been taken 
off by the Russian Consul, and Captain 
Pelem had himself gone ashore. To- 
wards evening it was understood that the 
Russians had agreed to disarm, but that 
it w'ould be impossible to remove the guns 
immediate!}', owing" to the heavy seas in 


TSO -yj/YLYA'S/P U:JAI 

th<> ro.'idstend, .About seven o’clock the 
ollieers ;md cr(‘W of the vessel came 
ashore, ami, when all had landed, a line 
was- formed, kit-bag'-s were placed on the 
ground, and oflirers" .and men stood to 
attention with their faces turned .sea- 
wards tow.'irds the ship. 

In a b‘W moments there were three ex- 
plosions iie.-ird in rapid .succession, and. 
wh<-n the smoke cleared away, the 
luiu'orr-pny W.-IS seen to settle dow-n and 
sink. The last man w-ho had left her 
had ig-niti'd slow fuse.s, which had done 
their w-ork with complctene.ss', and 
settled once and fm- rdl the question of 
the RaSoropuy's disarmament. It w-as 
.•iflerw-;irds' learnt tliat tow-ard.s evening" 
lht-(*e Japane.se destroyers had been seen 
at till' entr.-inee to the harbour, and there 
seems little doubt llial their appearance 
had prccipilatcd the blow-ing-up of the 
Raztoropny y the commander probably 
fearing a repetition of the incident of the 
RcsJiiictii) , which took refuge (see Chap- 
ter LI.) in Chi-fu harbour after the 
aetion of .August loth, and was uncere- 
moniously haled forth by the Japanese on 
the plea that .she had not been duly 
di.sarmed. 

The Japanese destroyers on the present 
occasion watched the entrance to the har- 
bour all night, and came in the next 
morning to look for the Raztoropny. Al- 
though some indignation Avas expressed 
a't tlie deception practised by the Russian 
commander, to w-hich it Avas believed that 
the Chinese Avere parties, the fact seems 
to be that the Japanese AA-ere rather re- 
licA-ed than otherAvise at the turn AA-bicb 
affairs had taken. They Avere by no 
means anxious for a repetition of the 
Reshitchiy incident, AA’hich Avould haA-e 
aroused .a good deal of ill-feeling, and 
3"ct, if the}' bad not bebaA-ed ag-ain as they 
did in that case, it might be construed 
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I ij > w» lint ihur prc\nms 

1 Inn Ii m1 Ik( n iinjostilt ihl 
loiter vnim ir},'iinuiil iKTiirrnJ is to 
t' L srmli nrnis t ikin isliori t)\ t*u iriw 
of til' l\: I rr/•tl^, itul ilso is to tht 
ilispj il t>f lilt ttnn iluinsihis, Jmt tin 
<ontro\crs\ wTs tint stiioits, mil \\ns 
CMtiliMlh -I till <1 In till rniihsi ition of 
till \n ipntis, ^^lll inininiHi of lla criu 
tn till //?/•! to ii**llt >' 

rilnniMU' to tlu 1 mil fiu'htm}' roimil 
Port Arthur, mi riml tlu J ipinis«, »t tin 
tjul of tlu sironil wnk of Noxitnlur, 
ic*-uniin^' tlitir xi^mroiis ^ttuks on I r- 
ltitij,’-shm iml 1 1st Chtlunnshtn iml 
ilso rnlmihlmi' tliur < (Torts ij* imst 
^!l^rc K mtji in j^uuril nud :o\ 

Hill tn pirti ill ir W li it sp<<iilK rliir* 

\itti»sis this st 1^1. of tlu ul\ mil »s tUt 
iniproMtl sii iiss of till Jipitusi. m re* 
11111111,; |>osttions thov hixi. wott, i cir* 
uti istniin. iihistr itiiif;, it would s(''mi, • 
(xiUiri m ihi Uussnnstlutii ofdifituc 
whiih Ills liilhi rto h< i n of uU mt'),'< to 
til ihfoiit, hut IS now 1)1 in^ tisid to 
lluir diirinuni In tin old di\s of 
Clufii s i>ci i pntion I’ori \rthiir Inil wh it 
IS tirniid 1 mijjriK d s^vtl^l of iliftnii,. 
tint 1', t! fort wsfL ill consirurtnl to 
help ot f Tnot! < r, so ilm, if i>n« wtn it- 
I III. Ih fort- I n ll I kfl or n„ht lo Id 
tiiin,; 1 1 I iM, P inkin^*’ or iross fire on 
j 1 is ilsnts Ihi ohj»stKii to iIiiN 

SI ‘t IS I nil s is, 'i''d 1 1 rt III l\ w IS I I 
*1 *1' of Poll \'tli ir. lint, d 

l’ ,,h It III ’ ts il 4 nU(-t of im in- 

‘‘iM ! I f • I M*ri s fi iH n titr, tin 

‘ 'I ‘ f I t f I” ^ «j •rtliU ri ult m 

’ f M < ' I *’ fs o fn i 1 X ith It 

It tv S V' • Is ,SiM' n d, frv, 

J r s of p, *^1 \ri! ir, 4 (| rt 

5 ‘ ' t* r I r\ ‘s I! t' ^ . li It • 
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«.osl xl til t irh sin^i* of tlu Iiri,Si,n( 
opor itions 

\<» !ont;ir w is tin ri nnj hopi th it ihi 
ciptiin of 1 sink'll iniportnnl stronghold 
Would nil in the prompt riduition of ihi 
rtst It hic mu nivtssnrv to tn it i ich 
of the |;re it forts ts n st p inti ohjntixt 
in<I licnet tlu lpp^Hlnl; loss of hfi 'mil 
the proinrtid n iluri of tlic su^n On 
the otfii r h ind, in indxsisofilu ill icks 
thus not conxLx tin inipri ssmn ih it ihi ri 
xv IS inx ri'Ciproc il diftiut to sp"dx of, 
ind, i<(ordinj;Ix, when i foothold u is 
ohl lined ifosc up to itix of tin t,'rt it 
forts. It XX ns ensu r to ri t tin it th m \x ouhl 
Inxi h cii till t isi if tlu ^uns from iln 
forts on tlu rt,;ht nnd h ft < oidd h ixp hun 
iiskI to riiukr the In sKk't rs new posii,{„j 
xmtxn xhl 

On \o\tmlnr i;tli the Uussim troops 
difindin;; ;ot Mitre Hill, xxho hid d 
ri idx disiifiKuishi d llunisdxis hx tlmr 
sixilihorn risistimc, m\d\ i sorlti, hut 
xxin ilrixiii hiek, li ixm^^ txxinlx si\ 
ill id \ d ix or Ixxo liiir i Ktissjin 
111 u; irini xxns di stroxi d ifiir inis|iiuh 
ture of 200 slulls Hu Jipmtsc non 
hi in to xxidin tluir sips, nid to nvi 
lliini to iiiiixe forxx ird, i suri 

th it n xirx intinsi st of ih sj,^, 
opiritions xx is ihont loimnimiui 

On Noxinihe' 17th llu Jipin 'i hi u 
m tlu eountirsi irps of tlu I r»!i nj sj, tn 
mil Sunj;-s’iu shin forts I lux hid d o 
minisl into the rounl<rs"irp ilNn s ,t 
Nonh Chi In in shin, hut found it tm 
ncii'sirx to fin the nm r, iv |! tr nn 
]i id tx r itisl |1 t ^ ill rii s li n IX ! 

» \j li»f cd in p IS III,; ill’ I i tl < oe 4>f 
» i;n Tt p 'I < t -xl f< rl. tl ditch x\it1i I's 

s It p « fl -n JM f jw ml X Hr. • 'r-, 4* •{ ,1 
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n< ir« si to tin ill ii k, li u» Id b brticbttl 
in nr«l« r t** ni ikc \ ilisccnl inln llu elili h 
|>dssil(lr, mil tills rm lx <IdjK »i\ ont of 
two \sus vvllur slulls v>( I 

4 tpiriU irt fircil nl tlu cn st i>f tin 
^luis until til It mil tin Inp of tlx 
4 ounlirs< irp in rut down mil blown inlo 
iIk (liti Ii, nr rc sort Is h i(] to nuiunt; lo 
tlx lilitr « IS 4 , wlmb ilont »s prit- 

til ibl< It Port \rlhur, minin;^ j^nlltrus 
iri run forw ml from tin tnnsi nlv meed 
p ir illi I mil, wlu n sullu ii nt prti^riss Ii is 
Ik (11 ni nil , till* tiiiiu is lirid ind tlic 
(cmnttrs irp blown in The mining 
pi in is d\\ US Inbli to bt Upsit b\ tlu 
bi suers' 4 omit( rnuiu s, md it tnxoivts 
'iniinnunst *1111011x1 of ] ibour Hut when 
It IS stuKissful tlu results m fjenenlb 
CM (Hint, iiid, It tlu worst, i sort e»f 
enter is forimd, wIikIi forms -m ulmir- 
ibl( (over III iih tnce of the. re^iilir 
in ne In s 

WliitiMf mu hui InKn tlu. irtu d 
C'isp It I r hmt'*sh m, Sunj;»slm shm, md 
North Clulmmshm, tluri wis \ei 1 
Ijrt It ill il of worl to b« dmu b loft 
tliosi nii^htv dtfiiues bll into Jipiie.st 
h Hills 

\fii r more ilnti i w«(s of ef(sultors 
rKhtm,|, during wlmh roiisidiriblt pro- 
^.fevs w IS 111 nil in sip unj mint work, 
1 pi fu f il ittiik WIS fiinmun i-d on 
NiuciIkt jmIi putist I r Iunp*sh m. 
''ll p-s‘ni slnn u d ;o; Metri. lidl 
Hr itt i 1 ipTiist the two tirstnimid 
f >Tts w is I Trn -d o it hs \ sjvs nlK pi 1 r*! 

v{ tn» jis \ni til with swmds cm I r 
'I ^ ’ * ‘f f sls N it If 1 f I ,nt! *s iil«> I d 
u '1 1 ixr Wt 11 i- < f ii - I »st tbrdlir^ 
‘ f 1 es r f it 4 v’ s f n 

f * Mb \ru fc\ d tids it4 Ilia’ • 

I ’ ’ t' is tl 1 tl t! »<'s 

’ If tl J > t’ ^ ^ t’ t 
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first inst me c, lb |)r ictn ilili slopi s m idi 
b\ the Idowim; in of the countrrsc irps 
I liosL whei were not lurks enough to 
(Inel llu tr \\ ns mlei iUl elite U bs tins m lus 
douhtlt ss loss I reel llumscls e s bs me ms of 
lidelLts, tnd, eiiue tins ssere in tlu ditib, 
tie mbit struppit must Insi insmd 
It IS ehiTiciilt to n ilist sm It 1 sure 
more ispiiiillv svilli tlu itd Kill bs 
tile use of swords m stub hinds 
IS those of tlu JipitiLsi Hut, ek nils 
IS eolel still propcrls h nulled mu hi m 
innebto h md liplilmp, it his its limits 
md proh ibis tluri ssiri mins tl inkinp 
elefciuis m ihisi ibtelu s from ssbuli 
mieliini puns were brouphi to bi ir ssitb 
fe irfiil e ffeK t iiixui tlu m issi s of J ip iiu se 
sssorelsiucn \\ lullitr from this e mse, 
er beenuse. tlu liddirs ssere Iimi few or 
not loop ennuph, or is tlu result of m 
oscrsslulniinp rush on llu piri of tlu 
difinelers, ilu ittiik f iiliel, md llu 
sssorelsnun wire compilleil to retir iltir 
suffennp lerribk lossis, (Kiu-d \ ik i* 
iniir I iumstll biinp nmoiip ili ssoumKd 
Hut futtir foriuiu iiteiuKd lb J ip 
nne St efforts -Ip mist .0^ Ml in Hilt Ol 
tilt prtsious liphlmp on Mi in K inpi m 
lecoiint ss IS pis I n in C h ipte r I \ \ 1 In-. 

Ill IS now 1)4 use fulls stippK mriiliel i>s in 
eMriri from n Knptlis ind imjxtrt ml 
Ktter from llu 7 tnri i orn 'fuindi nt with 
the J ipine s( \rms hefnrt I'nrl \rlliiir 
sshuh ss IS piddisliid on J mu irs .^t‘i 
tie! s\hi h for i Imp tin i to cntit wil 
pro’) dds re 11 on t! e st md ird <I ' rip’mn 
of tl r ojH '■111 IT s ipiiTist Mitr 
or t I e v< »r» tlirr n 1 ir. sel ’1 1 j 1 d ' 
ImuIi t' t ii d ;io \! tr. p i» > I « mi 
s in It s’ J I Mk* r\pl 31 in t *t-t ^ « 

! » !* Is r\tr it I* it N m 1 is 1 11 

rei *r'’j’s t’r Iii srn » ' ^ff \ 'ir 
,^.jrd s • jrrjtur <, 'ro •-'i p ’ 
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“ On September i9th-20th an assault 
was made on the hill of Namaokayama, 
called by the Russians Temple Hill, which 
is situated a little to the north-west of 
203 Metre Hill, and separated from it by 
a valley. The occupation of Namao- 
kayama was a success of the highest im- 
portance for the Japanese, for, although 
the view from its summit did not come up 
to expectations, nevertheless the ships in 
Port Arthur were obliged to retreat into 
the eastern half of the inner harbour, and 
could not venture out without their every 
movement being known. On the day on 
which Namaokayama was taken, an as- 
sault was also made on 203 Metre Hill 
from the foot hill on its west front, and 
also from the south-west. The Japanese 
never fought better than they did on that 
occasion. There were no parallels lead- 
ing down from the slopes, behind which 
they were encamped, across the little val- 
ley dividing them from 203 Metre Hill, 
and none leading up the steep slopes of 
that mountain. From the moment they 
left their camps there was not a particle 
of cover from the dreadful rifle fire from 
203 Metre Hill and the hill further to the 
north known as Akasakayama. 

“ From my position I could only obtain 
an imperfect view of the attack, but I 
did see the manner in which whole groups 
of men were wiped out by shrapnel 
coming down the slope of the foot hill 
into the valley. In spite of all these ob- 
stacles, the infantr}^ climbed the slopes at 
night, and obtained a lodgment on the 
south-west corner, which is known as 
210, and also on the north-east corner, 
which is known as 203. The Russians, 
however, remained in possession of ihe 
crest, and could not be driven out. Prob- 
abl}- at that time they knew better than 
their stubborn enemy the importance o! 
retaining their hold on the hill. In spite 


of the inadequate manner in which the 
mountain was fortified, they made up by 
their devotion for the incompetency of 
those who had been responsible for 
leaving it without permanent fortifica- 
tions. The forts behind played such sad 
havoc with the infantry who had gained 
a lodg'ment just below the crest, that on 
the day following the Japanese were 
forced to evacuate the ground they had 
won, after losing an immense number of 
officers and men. With the repulse in 
September all active operations against 
203 Metre Hill ceased until November 
26th.” 

On November 27th the Russians held 
the whole of Royusan, both the 203 
Metre Flill to the north-east, and the 210 
peak to the south-west. The former is, 
with the exception of the Liau-tie-shan 
peaks, the highest mountain of those 
round Port Arthur. Royusan is de- 
scribed by the Times correspondent as 
being very steep. “ On its west front, 
about two-thirds of the way up, the rocks 
buttress out, causing a sheer drop of 
about thirty to forty feet. It is possible 
to climb up this, but the feat is not an 
easy one. Above this natural obstruction 
comes the first of the artificial ones, in 
the form of a deep and broad trench run- 
ning completely round the hostile front 
of the mountain. This was the first of 
the positions held by the infantry. On 
the crest there are numerous trenches 
and cross passages dug fairly deep and 
made of sand-bags. The summit is, in 
fact, divided into what might be called a 
number of little shell-tight compartments 
— that is to say, although it was impo.s- 
siblc to prevent shells bursting .among 
the infantry on the crest, an effort had 
been made to localise llieir effects as far 
as possible.” 

Although for some time after the failure 
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«tf ill IS- mil on ‘'ipUmlitf iolli 
it li n! It tii (limltlftil wlullur jj»\ Iri'-li 
"iM I I wntild In. (Iirtilid ii; mist ihi 
forinni i*)li '*lronj,lnil{l, tin J ipint-c tn- 
I'itntfs ucrt dirtxlul, is \ tm tsiiri t»f 
jifi It lion, III ( iM It slionitl Ik fnuiitl 
(!(simIiIi to r< stinu opiritnms m lliis 
fjn irtir, to run i m ru s of p ir illtK U ul- 
ihl: fioni tin fo 11*11111-, Ik hind uhidi tlit 
Jipinisi inrinlr\ wire lik unpid <lo\\i» 
into tin \ ill«\, itnl tlnmt. up tin soutli* 
\\i st » orin r of Miirt llill tow irds tin 
.210 Mtiii pi d \i tin <!osi of 
\o\»tulHr It 1 ki um. iMdmt tint tin <k- 
(Upition of .'ot would In of (piit< ivtri- 
ordimr\ sifinilii mn to tin. InsK^trs, not 
mih l)\ ri ison of tin stnmis ip wlmo 
wouldln tu nil, tn tin svvt«.m <t{ tkf<.nci.s, 
but iKo In msi tin flnt in tin. Inrbour 
wi ultl linn In intirih it tin nnr(\ of 
tin JipuiiM K”'*' II”'' "ould tinltl 

tin 1 )IikI idi to In < irrntl ftut U\ t ftw 
pin bills uni ilistroMfs, kiting; \il 
luir il li>.,ti’s II itil« I hit frex to m ikt 
Itxpj lit irr in,..! im nts for tin w irm rt- 
ii[)iim tif tin *>«Mind I’nifn ^(pi idron 
111 «t< r \dtuir d Uo/lnli s|\( nsk\ 

\» > fdi I s* li nn of jjtntril it* 

til IV IS pnpin^!. of whuU uv. U»\i 
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t iiu ibi sinic of ^^T^lrs it I'orl \rtliur 
\ niw t!i\is|on of fresb troops not 
licforc implnid in tin wir w is ikt iilid 
to issist in tin ittnik, pnnlkls wort iV 
r« uh in cMstimi, mil -iv of tin. lirf,'cst 
Iiowit/irs cMf iistd on I mil wire in posi* 
lion it fnourdd points 

I liroti}.;Iiout Novtinlnr j^lli Koxusm 
w IS sit it!d\ Iio nbirikil b\ the K*"*- 
It in Mtj^t inf intri rtui iinin,; 

imont; tlu foot hdK unld (ontrd Noyi 
should (ofiK up uni t ikt o\ir toinnnnd 
of the opt r itioiis 

On ilu -Stli I dticrinimd ill ick w is 
litiinlud ii;unst tin .;ic> Mtlrt pi. ik it 
tlu sottllnwist tormr of Komis in, ilivvit 
Ktiipiniis of inf intr\ issuinj' it tiylit 
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7 iw« corrtsponikiit 17.^ Mtlri Nloimt un 
whnb, tppirtnih, is disimit from tin 
iSo IIill of Mr \orri^ iril s n irr 1- 

tivt (pp '^lo, ^iS' lnMn„' bun oc< upnd 
IS f ir bitk IS Xu^'usi ^ind Sunult in- 
t nis|\ With this id\ mil two biililions 
wtrt suit i„ mist \k is ik i\ on i the lull 
to tin north, from wlinh in iltnk on 
:o'; t in !h swIijitImI to intiirdidin^ fin 
I In Ilk I w IS ill It, if t lodunn nt i oidd bv 
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oi.;ot, in III III on till 1 dltr thus sup 
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b lit di ms s, Il II, mist ll I 1 w« ull I n i 
m < \cT*!viit ill niifi,iiiif,;l) 
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nof'n .'ihoul 1 .K'tpJiiK'Nc .snifiieis won ilu; 
crest of „’io, .'ind for ;i time remniiied 
csl.’ihlisliefi there. rnforliin;itely this 
enroiir.'ij^ed the belief that the niotneitl 
ii.'id .’irrived for :i ^eiieia! advaner up 
the west side of Koyiis.'ii) ai^ainsl C03 
M{*tre llil! on the north-east. ‘I'hat at- 
t.'ieic was duly deliverer!, hut presently 
tile whole, plan h'll to pieces, 'I'he little 
i.t'ruup which had ”;tined a foolhohl on 
tile crest of 210 eoidd not maintain it, 
owiiiLf to the dreadful lire to which they 
were suhjeeCr r!, and, with tludr dis.'ippear- 
anee fn tin the crest, and the repulse of 
the two hattalions sent atf.'iinst .Mcasa- 
kayama, the attempt rin vivis fore- 

doomed to costly f.'dhire. 

Still, the day's work had not been en- 
tirely h.'irren of rosidts. (i)n their with- 
drawal from the crest of eio the Japanese 
infantry had pertinaciously halted a little 
distance down the slope, and in this ap- 
parently dead, or partly dead, an^le had 
stubbornly ensconced .themselves. To- 
wards the point in question the sap was 
now pushed forward, .so that it became 
possible for large bodies of infantry to 
“ wind Ihcir way like a long .snake 
through the parallels up the face of the 
south-west corner, and there debouch for 
a further advance against the crest.” 

November egth wa.s spent by the Jap- 
anese in consultations, and at jo a.m. on 
the 30th the struggle was reopened by a 
fresh attack on 210. The Japanese guns 
had by this time rendered the crest of 
210 untenable by the Russians, and a 
company of Japanese infantry were ac- 
cordingly enabled to push forward from 
the point already occupied to one just be- 
low the crest, where a high wall of sand- 
bag's was immediately built. The Rus- 
sians responded by returning to the crest, 
upon which it was now impossible for 
either the Russian or Japanese artillery to 


r 'SSO - JAPAN/CSE I f AR. 

fire for fear of hitting their ov.n men. 
( o/i.secitietitly (here ensued ;i conlinuai 
lighl between (he opposing bodies of in- 
f.'inlrv, who, in (he intervals of ‘‘pol- 
ling ” one another with (heir riHes, used 
ijayoncis ;md h.'md-gronadcs freely. 

” Tliroiighoul the clay,” writes the 
'rimes er)ries|)ondenl, ” 203 remained in 
imdisputed po.ssessimi of the Russians, 
;md no ;itl;irk w;is made in that quarter, 
but .'ll 2 p.m, a regiment (I am not al- 
lowed by the rules of the ccnsor.ship to 
JU.'ike speeilicalion of names and numbers) 
adv.'ineed against .Akasakayama. The 
all.'udc w.'is' repulsed all along the line, 
e.vcepl in one place, (he c’cntre of the first 
Russian trench below the crest of that 
hill. .A party of Japanese .soldiers drove 
out the defenders, and cslablisiiecl them- 
.seives in their place, and for some time 
remained there unmolested. Then a 
curious thing happened. A party of forty 
or fifty Russian soldiers, cither in sheer 
foolhardiness, or because they thought 
the Japanese holding the centre of the. 
trench had evacuated the ground or had 
been killed, left their trenches on the crest 
of .Akasakayama, and delivered a counter- 
attack on the Japanese in their front. 
They charged clown the slope, and were 
allowed to gel quite close to the trench, 
some of them actually entering it before 
the Japanc.se soldiers showed their hand; 
then a fi.ght at close quarters settled the 
matter, for the Russians, knowing that 
to go back would be fatal, preferred to 
jump into the trench among their oppo- 
nents and to die fighting. This the}' did.- 
Not a man appeared again, so it is pre-; 
sumable that they were all killed. 

” The turn of the Japanese came 
shortly afterwards, for their own field ar-- 
(illery, either in ignorance of the true, 
state of affairs, or because they could not 
see, opened a fierce shrapnel fire all over 
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Akasakayama, sweeping the crest and 
the trench in which their own infantry 
were taking cover. These unfortunate 
men were so badly mauled by this fire 
that they took a choice of evils, and de- 
cided to evacuate the position, and run 
down the slope under the fire of the Rus- 
sian marksmen on the crest, rather than 
be shot to pieces by their own guns. 
Naturally many were slain, and the day’s 
fighting closed with the combatants occu- 
pying the same positions as on the pre- 
vious day, not a yard of ground having- 
changed hands.” 

During the night of the 30th the Jap- 
anese engineers ran a shallow trench at 
right angles to their most advanced 
parallel up the face of 203, and, just be- 
fore da3^break, a party of infantry rushed 
forward out of this to the foot of the 
steep side of 203, and hastily constructed 
several shelter trenches parallel to, and 
just below, the first Russian trench. 
Being thus established close up to the 
crests of both 203 and 210, the Japanese 
decided to deliver another attack on both 
the two peaks in the afternoon of 
December ist. Great preparations were 
made for this movement, and all was in 
readiness for a grand rush from the 
parallels when a strange incident oc- 
curred, which upset the planned move- 
ment altogether. The party which was 
holding the advanced shelter-trenches 
just under the crest of 203 suddenly, and 
without warning, bolted back, amid, a 
storm of Russian bullets, upon the near- 
est parallel. This extraordinary, un- 
foreseen, and unexplained occurrence de- 
termined the fate of this attack, which 
was forthwith abandoned, no further 
effort being made until an interval of 
three days had elapsed. 

During December 2nd, 3rd, and 4lh 
the Japane.<^c artillery pounded aw.ay 


ceaselessly at the crest of Royusan, occa- 
sionally dropping shells over the crest 
on to the reverse slope in order to hinder 
the approach of reinforcements. During 
the night the engineers constructed par- 
allels up the centre of Royusan at a point 
where there was a slight dip in the ground 
which afforded some protection against 
the fire of Akasakayama. By the morn- 
ing of December 5th these trenches had 
been pushed forward as far as Avas prac- 
ticable, and a final infantry attack was 
decided on. 

The preparations made by the Japan- 
ese for this final attack — for such it was 
understood to be in any case, since, in the 
event of failure, the enterprise would al- 
most certainly have been abandoned — 
were characteristically thorough and com- 
plete. As a matter of course, from an 
early hour in the morning of the 5th, 
every gun that could possibly be brought 
to bear upon Royusan came into action 
against the two peaks. Howitzers of 
ii-in. calibre, throwing shells of 500 lbs., 
naval guns of great size, and field ar- 
tillery are mentioned as taking part in 
that terrific bombardment, causing such 
a disturbance of earth and atmosphere, 
that Royusan is said to have resembled a 
smoking volcano, not an inch of the crest 
and near slopes escaping the tremendous 
cannonade save a small angle of the 
south-west corner, where the adw'inccd 
parties of the Japanese held their ground 
read}'- to spring forward in the final rush. 

By a happy inspiration the enthiKsiasm 
of the bulk of the attacking force, whicli 
had been lying in wait behind Namao- 
kayama, and in the valley of 174 Metre 
Hill, was raised to the highest pitch by 
a very simple and .soldierlike ceremonial, 
of which the Times correspondent appro- 
priatelv makes careful mention. The 
execution of the attack had been <'n- 
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in ^l^jor G(nrr»I S uto, ilouhlh^v 
in TiTo^nitKin of luv Iirilli ml j,nlhntr\ in 
llic cT>tw^r^^ on \o\«mljcr 

2rith Ills comnnnil inrliulttl u^.lil 
I) III ilious of inf inlrs , mil htlwctn i nnil 
2 p in llics« hc^' m lo fill in for tin it* 
tick \s tins nnrilicil down the little 
\ ill* \ Ic idin^* lo thr front line of trenches 
thcN piss<fl n little ^,roiip of officers 
stnmhnj; on thur left, uul hohhnj; the 
rrj,inHntnl tolonrs As cich Intt'ilion 
cimi Icm! with llu'-t glorious emhUms it 
wns luhttl, f icul to the left, ind llic 
word w IS j,i\cn to silntc Colours hive 
plivcd I ^.rmd p irt on mins n li ir<l* 
^otl^,hl field, imi not v ftw nrc nserse 
from the nioihrn ‘t«on which pre- 

\rnls thur hcinj; tnken into letion hs the 
llntish \rin\ SiinU the noble ind in* 
spirinfi use to which thc% were put on 
this monunlous <KXiii<m is nn nrfjtiment 
ns bin ildc is m\ which prcMous histi>r\ 
nfTonls— wht( h is sn\inj» n deni— <if 

the s iltit of till lufs on the hntth field ns 
n mor d f i< tor outweij'hin^j' the eonsid<rn- 
ti ms which h»\c hinislunl the colour* 
pnrts fion our own hnltle formntion 

Hu 4 nd w ns now nenr nl li md W hen 
thr in <si nd»nnertl pnrnlhl hnd been 
ict hril ns mnn> me n ns could Ik p icketl 
int«i ill trenih Ir Khn,» up the fnm of 
I i Mi'in Were drnfteil into it, Ihi rc- 
tnnifi !rr lining tin pnrnllels m c ij.er cx- 
n \i hnUpist thnr the mi! 
4 hri» iKlim! lit snn«l h 1^ nil on 2lo 
|Tr'-vrd« i, nnd hnMn,j rnco intcrctl \rr\ 

I iiV rr»j»i iivrc, were soon in j>f»s»es» on 
« f tl r rtrsl 

I nr Jif itt-*! r r^i wrrr row ‘rr » lt» 
1 ,> f }« jnl ff» '•1 l! r tfrnrb leuhr;; tip 
t » St a I t t ^ f Ruistnn 

I < ’» t t* i'» as n\ r 

» >-f • V Jr'* |»rn 1 rnb wl i e lie 
» ■* ' ' J 3 ^ r «* sjj pr rsj i-t I I» r 

*'*■* 1 I * ' a tcs> r *• Irs |*rtr 


wns n lenrful pninc The Jnpniiese nr- 
lillcm broke out into n ronrini,' hoinhnrd- 
nunt of the summit of the penk, md w hen 
this hnd ccisttl the J ipnncsc soldiers 
wtre seen lo be mo\in^ forwnril from the 
first cipturenl trench It wns n terrible 
moment of susjKnse, for this w is the 
stnfjc which hid prosed so fninl m pre 
MOtis ntl icks Hut the soldiers went 
stcndih on, nnd Inrdlv n sitol w is fired 
SiinultnneousK the men on 210 nioetd 
forw ird, in i feu moments tbi Jnpnncse 
infnntr) were over the crest of both 
peiks, nnd Rotusnn hnd fnllcn ! On!) 
three live Uussinns hnd been found on 
the summit, the rcmninder Intinp lictn 
killed where the) stood 1 >\ the hurstin},' 
shells, or rctrcnled down the rtMrst slope 
nlonf^ t eoNcreil wn> to one of the forts in 
Ihi re nr 

The Jnpnncse lost no time, is wl shnll 
sec in n succcedin}' eh iptcr, m m ikinj; 
jjoexi list of tile mnjfmficcnt coijjn o' 
nnntnjje thev hnd won nl such tremendous 
ci>si Hut ihtir first c ire wns to rende* 
the Kussinn post on Aknsnknvnmn un- 
lennblc, nnd to this end tht\ swdih 
brought up htn> '•nd suljjrctiil 

tint lull to n dendU plunf^mi; fire On 
the exenin;; of tlic folloumi; d iv the Kus 
snns could not lf)nf,cr stnnd ibis terrible 
punishment, nnd withdrew, the Jnpnncse 
following; them the sime nii;ht in ix'cupi 
lion of the position 

Tbisclnpler cnrmcii I e l>cllcr ronch dci! 
Ihnn With i fmni cxtricl from the ir- 
ct>unt t,i\en hx the Ttr^it co^^^^^x "dent 
lo xxhom excrx student of mdil ir\ histo*a 
must frrl indrljtnl for his ntltnifaf U luci I 
Cl * errni, and t flrn rxlmich pn tLrrsr,t.r 
efrsen, t> >n of t - » f t* e most ii tmsfh 
l•'Jrrrst«n^ t pcrati ns cecr m ii 

lie of s%j'’ 

** I » I 1 r 1 dwell i n l’ f < • 

Riot aj t’c»l3Xs f 3 its ca; f. 
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iin HMumt iin Ins jiro!>nl)I\ «'<r con- 
t linn!, ninlriitnl inJci so sin tU \ spm., 
‘o inn of llt( Imrrors of n ir Mu 
nrst !i mI Imn ilisolulilv sin islml |i» 
I s, im! oil n nid nol cvni Ir iit. tlu 
lim s of lilt origin 1 ilifrnics Amnn^ 

tins ronfiisnl jtiinlil if roiUs, smilln^s., 

sixiU, ill irrn! (itnhir, li'okin riilts, tuts 

of mnforins, nul soldurs' i« ronin mcnts 

i( (\(r\ (It srriplinn, the <!« ul 1 1\ in 
Inmdrids, tniii\ smislud Imond ill rs- 
fo^jnition or risiinlilin i to tlic litim in 
form On tlu < ist suU of ths t \oun- 
t tin 1 1\ till Knssi ms, on tlie west tlu 
jipini i..llu sntmnit w is s imil to boto 
Ii \\ IS fris /in,; durinfj llu di\softbc it* 
t irl . ind tlu Imdus wir ptrfiulh pro* 
s rtid, md bid bltd liltK, souk smmd 
to b IM dud 1 n ituni d< itb. from tlu 
nsi. of lluir posHirc nnd tlu. eontcntid 
( vpn ssion of tlu ir f u i s , but Itic nt ijnr* 
il\ , esj (s t ilU tlu J ip iiK sc, who Ind Ihu n 
stnul d>un wlitli. ,t<h imm,; up \ stcip 


slopt, hid tliLir Itctli cknrhctl mil n 
I«*ok of fttrtx rcsoht urmni on lluir 
firts llu Isiissi ins, who for tlu most 
\ irt. Ii ul nut di ith whdi sittiiiLT i" ihiit 
(rent I ks on tlu snnunii, bon u piinid 
ind tMii siirj risid ipju irinci In ont 
pine » <lii/i n snldurs win sntim; m n 
squire slulur of snulbt^s, tiuir riflts 
St ichtd ii; nnst tlu. s|d( , wlu n i bti; sluU 
or sIilIIs 1 mdid in tluir midst md 1 dlid 
them ill I he (lift nils hid luin so 
rompItteU siinslitd up tit it tlu\ hid 
luen tnnpor rd\ npiirnl (nun turn to 
tinu, nnd ofim oru would so tlu hiuh 
of i soldu r t ihiiiLT tlu pi iCi of I s milh ii; 
in tin sc iinproMsid w iIN M ms of the 
<te id on the mount iin h id lu t n kilkd ns 
fir b ick IS Stplcrnlur, th ir bodies hnil 
rem tineil unhuriid ind win in ill st ij^ts 
of decent , hut w h it striu k nit ntori forti 
bl\ tlinn iiu tliini; • ki w is tl c nnnncr in 
which the hi" slulls hid «:mnslied c'tr)- 
tiling to n pulp *’ 
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CHAPTER LXXVI. 


SlhGI;: OF PORT ARTHUR COXTiXUEt) — SKOUKL TO THE CAPTURE OF METRE RANGE — 
DlCSTJiUCTlON OI- 'J'lIIv RUSSIAN !• LKKT— TORPEUO ATTACKS AGAINST THE SEVASTOPOL 
A GRAND NAVAL RECORD — 'i'HK LAND OVERATIOSS — THREE PRINCIPAL FORTS 
TAKEN I5V ASSAULT. 


T he extraordinary advantages de- 
rived by tile Japanese from the 
occupation of Metre Rang'c vere almost 
immediately to become apparent. It -will 
be remembered that the Japanese had 
long’ ago secured a posifion — \\’olf’s Hili 
— from which it was possible to throw 
shells into a part of the Port Arthur har- 
bour, a circumslancc which the Japanese 
had turned to the best possible account. 
But 203 Metre Hill is a mile nearer to the 
harbour than Wolf’s Hill, and from it a 
much more extended view is obtained. 
With two such gun positions in the hands 
of the Japanese, the fate of the Russian 
vessels in the harbour was, praclicalh 
speaking, sealed. Either they must sally 
forth and do battle with the fresh and 
superior fleet of Admiral Togo, or they 
would be sunk at their moorings as soon 
as the Japanese could bring sufficient big 
guns to bear on them. 

It is very natural that, with this de- 
pressing prospect opened out before them, 
the Russians should have made frantic 
efforts to recapture, more especially, 
203 Metre Hill. Time after time they 
dashed themselves undauntedly against 
that peak of terrible memories, only to 
find that, with the roles of attackers and 
defenders reversed, their losses were 
now far more serious than those of the 
enemy. It is believed that in these 
attempts 3,000 Russians were sacrificed, 
and to no sort of useful purpose. For 


Ihe Japanese clung to what they had 
won with the same pertinacity- they had 
shown during the ten days’ attack, and 
by the end of the first week in December 
it was evident that Nogi’s men on Royu- 
.snn had come to stay. 

While the Japanese infantry were foil- 
ing the persistent Russian attempts to 
regain these advantageous heights, the 
artillery and engineers were busy bring- 
ing up and emplacing fresh guns where- 
with to inlensif}' the effect of those al- 
ready firing from Wolf’s Hill. The lat- 
ter appear to have been very large calibre 
weapons brought from Tokio, where they 
had at one time formed part of the re- 
serve armament of the forts in Tokio 
Bay. These guns had already done some 
damage on December 3rd, but this v/as 
nothing compared with the wholesale de- 
struction which was now to ensue. For 
the possession of 203, as well as of Metre 
Hill, meant not only a much greater in- 
tensity of fire, but also much reciprocal 
benefit in the way of direction and ob- 
servation of results. 

The first use to which the Japanese 
put their guns on 203 Metre Hill was, as 
we have seen, to render the Russian posi- 
tion on Akasakayama untenable, and, 
when this had been easily accomplished, 
the storm of fire broke over Port Arthur 
harbour, and lasted for several days. It 
would not be easy to describe the ex- 
periences of the hapless Russian ships 
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<lufJi»n 1I51H luful I iilK iv- 

]»i«r<l t<* llu pitilt ''S run nf s!u)K, mil, 
prictJfjlIv ‘•pr ikin', i n iblc In rcpU — 
fur ihn me n, posted ilnuisi instsiliU <»n 
i lull ni If I' 700 fell liu'h ind tlirii iml 
n h df itiilrs prtstntfd nn ilmost 

In p 1 ss tntrk— their sitintinn *.oon In* 
« mir dispirilt, md one ifitr motlicr. 
snrriitnhinp Itj rejH ilcd hits, cilhtr sink 
nr ntln rui'i vlniuid sipns of Invinf; bitn 
« injilitiU tin. ipniitntid On Dcciinhir 
sthohsirs itinns ni idc hs the oflitcr lom* 
minding tlu irliUirs of tUi, Jipim^c 

N i\ d lln^;ldl showid tint the Russnn 

Inttlcslup /Vrri tft s\ is ihnsn In the 
stirn. iiid tint thi u itir w ts up to tin 
slirn v\ dl , while tlu cintnl funnd w n 
sm »s!u d \ httli I III r on the s unc d i\ 
sh tiKil firr ^^lc VItj '<3 \ns sid)» 
tmtf (d, thi wntir n i« hint' to tlu ttpiur 
detJ llu /»*<■' ifju hid t list to stir* 
hunt, nml wns suhim r^iil ncirlv to the 
iippir ill k. IS w IS nKo the Ptbich 
lln trills f liinj' helwten the 

h ilth ship AV/ tiJtt iiul till tor|»cdo*tf ms* 
jn ft If r, \\ IS ippircntU iliiwii h\ the 
1 1 ‘d 111 /mi 'i’j <h^ k Ind biin Inirn* 
in^ si ui tl I fnremxi 1 

It 11111 fcihh he inii^inctl thil these 
>’fd 11 tcsidis of ihcir Inrd won J>tc* 
rrss din del! til Jipme'i extrrmi lU^- 

( still \rl It nni lie tint it w ts not 
with It in lu-nnipmiui' spis n «,[ re* 
l,ft* tint l! c-v s-iw -I siicxtssim of fn 
V jr ’ js tliLs ritrlli Up, in\ 

• ir 4 1 I } <-1j >V 4 t J J, J,rn\ctl 1 most 

cT > r d hii 1 t I t! nr I wn |Uiwtrfu1 

’ t 1 n! r n It is c n rn-nw! tint a 
I «* tr^nd It lie r 5 ‘sc of j hird 

’ ’ tl r'T It s It! ihawii 

S SI, 1 t’ e s 1 , I 'r . f wt I h Je lad 
' • n' t I ^ IHU Cl’Nl <» t 

is \ »-j \t 

* t tr^ r 1“ > I l^r'l I* ^ frr’ 


shill ifttr sliill into whit were to dl iii- 
Itnlv md piirposts tluir ships ^ et 
thts could not, of tnurs« ifford the risk 
of Insiti;; llu ships nndinnmcl, whdi, 
r\tn if this lull tlmu so witiioul ils.* 
tniiuntd risiilts to tlumsiKis thin n- 
nnimil tlu cirtiinti tint tlu Uiissnns 
would not 1II0W sound h itllcslups to fill 
into Jipinist hinds iftrr t d int,* such 
puns to blow up cMij i ties! rot cr like 
the AV /cr 

IK Dcctndur nth the J ipitu s j^ims 
hid rindcnd compktiK vistkss tlu four 
hitticships, two cruisers om jiiinhoil, 
md one torpulo tr msport, Insides 
wrickin}; the wireless telif'npli st iimn .11 
(loldcn Hdl, md seiiin^' fin to the \r* 
send llu finU lirpc Vessel now left 
VMS the Sf lit /'('/, whieh hid nnmt;i<l 
to c<icipe from the h irlumr hv nij;ht, inti 
wm now Kinp with sonu torpedo*cr ifl 
euitside the ciitr ince lo this se mtv 
remmnt itteiilion w is prompllv devoted 
hv \<hnir d livm* wluist lonj' vii^d wns 
now ipprinchimj 1 ^uccissful 

te rmmition 

\s prtMoiislv Ituhcitcd, the hlxl- 
idinj,' fleet h ul recenlK Icen hut Iij;htU 
< iited, the ir prnuip d tlulie s consist 
m iitcinpts, not i!w ivs suentssful, lo 
clu*ck the actiVitx of the ld<K.lide* 
runners from Chi fu md, possiliU, Knr>- 
chm I>urln^; the Imtl itt cJ r n Metre 
Ivin^t this not verv exciting p'o^r m ne 
hid hnn unplt is mile ilivirsifet! b^ a 
eliMstcr, ml of vcr\ >,mt sj^ni^'cii ec, 
In t still «»f sul^f irnt s^nwisir's to c 
phisise* the firt ih I re c \ I ’ » • d •<! t\ 
t iw <* IS s Is iBTC isi mJh I 1? ird • s Oi 

\ii\r ’* r .cth tl 1 s ijll e-'ui* ' v 1 i-, 

i.*tt t *ws, Cj; II I I « 1 1 e\ s •>- 

P e> f’ n I’ • 1 1 « d • > 

stfr ,,t' n 1’ r- ! ’ . V • „ J _ ,• t’ ^ 

! . r.' -s . 1 -1 ^ 1 ^ a 

I ^ ^ r ^ 
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mediately envehiped in smoke. 'Fiic 
bnat Aha^'u which was cnj^ai^cd in shell- 
ing* tile enemy’s position, ceased fire and 
steamed towards tlie Soi Ycn^ wiiicli sank 
forlhwitli. Launches from the Akagi 
and anotiier gunhoat saved 191 officers 
and men, hut 39 were lost, including the 
Sal Yen's commander, Captain Tajima. 

On December leth there commenced a 
series of torpedo operations against the 
battleship Scz’asfapo/^ which recall in 
striking*- fashion the repented attempts 
made against the Russian h'lect in the 
first six months of the war. The series 
was opened by an attack, delivered half 
an hour after midnight on the leth, by a 
torpedo division under Captain Kasama. 
Xo marked results h.aving been attained, 
two torpedo-boats under Commander 
Mnsado ran up under a hot fire, and di.':- 
charged several torpedoes, the shock of 
whose striking was felt, but the Sevas- 
iopol remained unmoved. 

“ On the night of December 14111,” 
wrote Admiral Togo in an official report, 

” several torpedo-boat squadrons carried 
out a bold attack on the enemy’s ships. 
The various squadrons about midnight 
reached Port Arthur harbour, the lead- 
ing squadron and a special squadron ad- 
vancing for the purpose of reconnoitring. 
Our boats attacked at i a.m. in the face 
of searchlights and a heavy fire from the 
enemi-’s ships and batteries. One tor- 
pedo-boat was struck once, and another 
four times. In the latter three men were 
killed, and one man was wounded. 

” Afterwards all the squadrons con- 
certed a plan of attack. The first squad- 
ron was to break the enemy’s obstruc- 
tions and divert the searchlights, while 
the second, third, fourth, and fifth squad- 
rons, following up, were to deliver 
attacks in succession. This programme 
was bravely put into execution between 
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2 and 3 a.m., the third squadron notablv 
displaying much dash, but all closed up 
and discharged torpedoes at very short 
range and then retired in order. 

“ During the retirement one . boat 
suddenly received many hits. The com- 
mander and five men were killed;, and 
one man was wounded. The boat be- 
came unmanageable, but was taken in 
tow by .n con.sort amid a hail of shot. 
The tow-rope was cut by a shell ; the 
consort was hit once, one man being 
killed, while the boat whic’n was being 
tov. ed was again struck several times, 
and, being in a sinking condition, was 
unavoidably abandoned. 

“ After rescuing the survivors another 
boat of the same squadron was struck 
twice. .A, boat of the fifth squadron was 
also struck once, two men being killed, 
and a lieutenant and two men being 
wounded. Yet another boat -n’as hit once, 
one man being killed and five wounded. 
The boat was temporarily disabled, but 
was towed away safely by two ' of her 
consorts. .Ail the other boats, though ex- 
posed to a hea-vA- fire, happily escaped 
uninjured.” 

It is worthy of note tliat this extremely 
spirited attack Avas carried out in a blind- 
ing snoAvstorm which, combined AA'itli the 
AA'arm reception giA en to the torpedo craft 
bA' the gunners on board . the great 
Sfz'asfoppP, must IiaA-e rendered the 
operation fully as perilous and exciting 
as any in which the “ mosquito fleet ” of 
Japan had as yet been engaged. 

On the folloAving morning it was ob- 
serA-ed that the Scvasiopol was doAA'n by 
the head, and AAas no longer SAA'inging 
AA'ith the tide and AA'ind. Anxious to 
complete the work, Admiral Togo on the 
night of the 15th ordered the torpedo 
squadrons once more to attack the 
Sevasiopol, the gunboat Oivajni, and 
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several destroyers, all of which Avere now 
grouped under Chengf'tau-Shan, the 
southernmost fort on the promontory 
which ends in the “ Tig'er’s Tail.” A 
number of oflicers and the whole of the 
crews of the Japanese destroyers volun- 
teered for this attack, which was de- 
livered in the teeth of another heaA’y 
snowstorm, and the difficulty of which 
was enhanced b}' the extraordinary pre- 
cautions which the Russians had adop- 
ted. Not only had they put out the 
usual screen of torpedo nets, but they 
had shielded the Sevastopol’s bows with a 
specially constructed boom composed of 
log's and iron, bound together Avith cables 
and heaA^y chains interlaced and entangled. 

Admiral Togo’s official report is, 
again, the best description available of 
the ensuing operation. “ The leading 
squadron,” he says, ” passed in betAveen 
the Sevastopol and the destroyers, and at 
4.30 a.m. discharged torpedoes against 
the Sevastopol and Otvajni at close range. 
Ea'ciw one Avas observed to sti'ike. More- 
over, the squadron engaged a destroyer at 
a range of 100 metres and inflicted more 
or less damage. One torpedo seemed to 
strike the destroyer. Throughout the 
attack the enemy maintained a hot fire, 
but, perhaps OAving to the shortness of 
the range, the squadron A\-as Avholly un- 
hurt. 

” The second squadron attacked next. 
At least three torpedoes AAcre seen to 
explode. This squadron also engaged 
the destroyers and then steamed out. 
Taa’o men A\-cre killed and two AAOunded. 
One boat of this squadron, being delayed 
AA'hilc making repairs, advanced to the 
attack alone. She approached the battle- 
ship and discharged torpedoes. The 
commander A\’as killed and one man was 
Avounded, but the boat remained un- 
injured.” 


With this fine performance, Admiral 
Togo’s Fleet before Port Arthur may be 
said to have completed its appointed 
task. A fcAV days later the Admiral re- 
ported that, though efforts Avere being 
made by the Russians to pump out the 
Sevastopol, her repair Avas, in the circum- 
stances, hopeless, and she AA^as “ cer- 
tainly unfit to fight or naAdgate. ” There 
noAA’’ remained only the Otvajni and a fcAA' 
destroyers, and accordingly on December 
a4th Admiral Togo AA'as able to announce 
the release of a section of the blockading 
squadrons, inasmuch as the bulk of the 
Russian Fleet in Far Eastern Avaters Avas 
noAV completel}’- out of action. With 
characteristic generosity, the gallant Ad- 
mii'al put the army first in detailing the 
causes and agents Avhich had produced 
this brilliant result. 

In his summary of the operations up to 
this point. Admiral Togo made a suitable 
acknoAA'ledgment of the splendid AA'ork 
so unostentatiously done by some Avho 
Avere not priAuleged to take part in the 
actual fighting. ” During the block- 
ade,” he observed, “ all the ships under 
my command haA'e splendidly accom- 
plished the Avork and dut}' assigned to 
them. It is especially to be noted that 
some Avere engaged in the difficult and 
risky task of blockading ; others un- 
tiringly accomplished the AA-ork of laying 
mines in the presence of the enemy ; 
others, braving all dangers, Averc en- 
gaged in the Avork of clearing mines, and 
others Averc posted to AA-atch the enemy 
and keep guard against the enemy’s 
ships. Their combined Avork strongly 
contributed to the .accomplishment of the 
blockade. I deem it my duty specially 
to mention for recognition the valuable 
service rendered by oflicers and men,” 

In the rcpf)rt of the blockade, mention 
AA'as also made of tiie A'es‘.cK tin- 
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foMtjmtrlj *unk ♦)r lilnwii up «.imf llic 
< o nfurnrnnrnt of llic imn.iI optr.ition** 
'Ilir llcUuif, Katn n, 

niul Sji’Uu ^^trt mummli'il 
'llir rifiumvtinus .ittrjulinj; the Ios\ of 
^ll llir^c, ^^illl one or two minor cMip* 
tions, line hern ile*‘t'ril)e<! m the pre* 
t<«lin^' mrr.itixe. 

\*. m IN I>e iin »^:ine<l, the Pmperor of 
Jipin <li(l not !on^ <lc!.i\ in acknow- 
h-<lj;in;; the receipt of this ini^mficcnt 
ric'oril of .nrditmjs work thus «.up<.rhl\ 
hfoui;ht to .1 finish h\ his ^Mllant s ulors 
^n ltn|i<riil rescript was .it once issukI 
.Hhlrcssetl to Admir.il To^n, in Nch'ich the 

Mik ulo S III] — 

" We heir witli Krcnt v\tisf.irtM»n tint 
onr torpeilo flntillTs cn^Mqctl in the work 
rtfpiirid of them .it f‘orl Arthur luxe 
>,’ilhntlN and sua'issfuHs .lecompltslied 
tlie diillis tluN were c.iMimI ujx»n to p r« 
form, .ind m so iloinc ln\c Ind to hr.ne 
tile dinners of storms nnd shells h\ d ix 
.ind ni^ht, and tint, notwitlist imlin;; 
dillii nltics, tins hoc suctcedi'd in rlis. 
«hif;;Inj» llulr diilus witliout the K.ist 
<oii(usiou, remUfint; mutual assistance 
WV r»pe<I dl> note their hr.iNc .mil local 
perform iiKC of the duties rcrjuiftal of 
tie'll, and express our .ipprohition of 
tliir ill mt In’nNioiir." 

Kfiindn^r to the record of the Imd 
cevntlims, n j»rrs«ml allusion ituist now 
!•- m>dr to \dmir.il l«v»>'s i^allint 
a" s ijjr. Gt'ie*-,! whosr s»nsfie- 

ti 'I ifi the t ip’ire of Metre K jn,;e h‘‘d 
h T’l r•^rrtsl la a s’d l»rremn*rnt. 

t'e o” e»s UMrd Ind hrcti Its 

• r t. ,r '..-,1 ,, ,h s s ti - fr»t 

' J ’'-*1 ji of \m- 

*' *' I' »s »* ''••rrsti t»r |N - 

1 ■ . r .r f' . t* - s*r* 1 ro 

• ’ »' »*r 1 « ^ Ih’* tf ' rati 'i! 

« ' s S » . *v • »• 1 r ’ WT I r I • M to 


pride in ItaNin;; hcen ahle to two 

sons ti» the s{ r\i( c of his countrx anil hts 
SoNtrcii;n. In mmmentin.; tipon this 
rireumst.HKc, .» Jipnntse rr>rrrspnn<! nt 
pointiri out tint such .in .iltitude nn.is 
onU to he tvpcttcrl from a haiKr of 
“ ih.: old'f.ishioncd Siimir.ii schtxil, 
whose .idliircnts counted it honour to ihe 
sttoril m h.ind ” It w is furtfur mm- 
Itonid tint ficncr.il No.;i Ind some time 
prcvioiisli risii;ned .i diNist0n.1l mm* 
tnand, piirtlN htc.iuse .in onirer nnIio h.id 
fornurJv scfNcd untie r Inm h nl hrmi^ht 
himself into some disj^ricc ho pnm. 
lihous w IS the funtr.d m cvirNthm^» in 
which ntilil.irN diseiplini nn.is ct>n«irmd, 
that he retf.irtlid the mlshihiNiour tif .1 
sufmrthn.itc .as rtflcatinj,' on his tiwn 
.nIuIjIn and charartcr 

Ciri.iiiilN ftincral Noj»i di<I rmt dlow 
his hcri.iNimcnt to influince Ins contlin i 
of the operations ni'.amst Port \rlhur 
rv<n while the .vttacks on Metre U.in^c 
NNtrc in progress, the siij^'c NNorks at; unst 
the ftirtv to lilt lastNN.ird nniti piislml 
on hN tIaN .ind nit;ht, .intl on Penmlxr 
4ih, the d IN before ^I^^re Hill w is 
NNon. tlio Jipinisc npturtil two qi.uk- 
firmt; if’* I' ijvmicr of I r-Iiin^- 

shin \ little litrr ihcN rommen<itl to 
follow up Ihtir ripture of Metre I\ m^t 
IiN NNorkirj; m .ith.tnrr .d >"i; the shoos 
of Pi.;»'on Bin, on romp ir.iliNrlN Ie\il 
i;rount!, a.; oust the I-t/u-sJiin t;roijp ol 
fo-ts — notabh I-trii-sh in jts<U .ard Nn- 
t/u-s!iin — I'd .i!*<» .1,; unst tlm T ii-c m 
1 u I o'l, rrifli d e west id t’ loin 
Tl e app't* irj rs N\rrr ' od to Is ravi . d 
tl e sup'v»-l id thr ''s n'l c r > 'I'rsJ «• 1 
CO? Mrl’r Ht’l was i'O d .‘V. 1. t l» ^ 

fi*'ts \ r»r e *5 -s'l s'fi'-',', r '> 

,i,«N , w.’s rx js-f u *v »-«! le J f 'r* 

W J'll t’ '• s-ps t* •, t’ <- fO * 

On Of-xf Vr 




r.'iticns tool; pl.sri- i)i-lu,rn <M-nri;iK 
•Ni’Lli .imi Slu( S‘>r!, ihc f.itlri » o,n- 

pl.iiiini tlutl Utc \vc(r lit iui* 

U|K.n ill I'm I At linn. i)i.- l^ui 

(■!ov«, 11. iw jl\ii):4 ,,\.t uhith. li.. (hoiisjlii, 
•'iimili! hr uliKt I \ .ihji' hmii ihr J.iji.uu'-.'’ 
po-ititras. Hr ti5!‘.l'r(i that fhi'. v.mild 

iNM*-!’ it) ihr itilrirsls nf !i* till iiit ahli- u.ii- 
fair, :i'ui out of coii^idri .iiion fot tp, • 
hia\r sohiirt.s. la)iaiU’sr as v rll as liitN- 
siaiis, uho Vi'tr lwt )'4 V. outulrd in thr 
laispiials in (|in-stion. 

<liaii-!.i! No:,'} u plir/} that tin- Jafi.int sr- 
had m-wr dm in*,' tin- u liolr of iln- .sit tp- 
intrnt ion.i{!\ tiainrd tiu'ii uuns in\ :inv 
huildini,' or ship llHno tiir Urd Cross 
na>,’. Ihil nntclt ol tlir intnior ttf port 
At (lull was in\ isihir tioin tlu-ir pun posi- 
tion.'', and, ntorcosur, thr deviation of the 


idaees whirl) otherwise the Jttpancsc 
xu.ulij ha\e pladly lOsperted. C.cneral 
Sto, ssel now .siippe.sh'd th.al thcjapanc.se 
.slimild lefrain Iniin lirinp on (he whole 
<‘i the lu w town, and on the north-east 
(jtiaiti-r ol tile old town, li(nilation.s to 
(lirh, ol cotir.st', tile jafiatu'se eoidd not 
eoiisent, A ftieiully cotnpioini.se was 
eieutualiy arriied at, the Russians pro- 
tni-inp to fmnish a plan .showinp- (he 
positions of the hosjiit.als. 

.\ poofl deal of the iiphtinp round Port 
.Nfthiir dminp tile fust fortnip-lu of 
Het'eitiher is \rry dillieult to follow, ow- 
inp to tile trotililesonic reduplictition 
wliicit oeeiirs in tile noiiienriaiure of .some 
of the minor foils anri hills. Thus tlicrc 
is a W'anp-tai h'oit in tiic I-(/tu-shan 
proui>. anti anollu'r a ionp way to the 
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g'uns had naturallj'’ extended — a subtle east of the railw'a}'. Pei-3ai-shan and 
compliment this — in consequence of the the East Pei'-yu~shan Forts are similarly 
protracted and valiant resistance of the separated by a considerable distance, 
Russians. It was therefore impossible ivliile, as has been before noted, the great 
to g-uarantee that no shells should reach Chi-luian-shan Forts to the north-east of 
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I’lr t(*un ii»\c nt> tnjhi^r ipbn »1 ton- 
tK\ u *1' %vlni«\tr \Mth iIk ''oulh Llii 
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HKi kni il « |Hr 
itjn »' < f tlu' 
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«uh ihu Kri U 
u( rl nou ID 
Inml « f tc«hii. 

*• nit » ' th 
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^ mrjl J'sujI: 
ni* huuchtl 
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* 1 uji S 1 1^ 'Im* 

*!nn, ml tin. 

tior t li r it of 

I j t C!ii Iiutt) 

» It T tl (Kit 

UwAtn tin Tv'uU iKntj; a ttnunpbAnt *< 
iiipjti »*ftliilj • Jiannil 'llnswiMiux 
III 1 ik ncli i‘ n tiiuiiil «» Tk.mili uluili 
ft 'U inofi-itoHb It till* liotitun. u%i m% • 

o'ti ffrt nii^r it llu lop ij «J 

lift in ikpth. no* mi fo'xnMiitiU, 
I' \M i!l M-»n, I> » i « f il < otlur 

t tt', b t ittU » Mil bin! m t t«» « t uV. 

n f J ip i* rvi I, Jil Ml It il t f 111 1 MlpjMlI 

< ’ ’ » ,1 t I ifir 111 tirrv itp, i] fi r i! r 

I i»» »i\ \ nVt I tj K v*) I 'lit ( 4 j^r«! 

I I ♦’ «»» , t t*<r t’ p If jt. 1 t*M-li i»i I 
»’ I'l' f !» frrt ii Irr^t’t, t it*j f * 
' -*1 * C'. in t ’ b Ttr-v t r-w \ r f 
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Cti Aisf"is nil • »u*.T cuwMAsn 
At Hint I till 1 


itirt iNpliHli-tl, iml » 1 'riiion ol the 

piripit Mis blown into llu .nr Mil* 

fid lud^i \olut\tixrs ihirj;iil out uio's 
fill ililili prtni itiiriU, iml ilxiul fift\ 

o! llimi Win 

killulbvlhifill 
111^// O/t I lit 
uliiti biilK^ 
pirl\ followtil, 
(oriinK tbtir 
« i\ ibrotisb tilt 
^ ip t iti'td b\ 
lilt ixpb’ton, 
jml utri. im* 

innhattK "nt 

b\ » tmi't ‘lull* 
b r» rt'iil uitt 
on tilt pttt <( 
tilt t*irriioii, 

who u'td iltttr 
nncliint {;nni 
with dt ad 1 1 

tfTtti iRiinii 
tht crowdtd 

ittacl tf' riit 

oii'bupibi w i' 
tbu' trinpnr irih rbiTkrd but nt 7 p m 
till Mlirin I n ulin ml (iini r il Sinn 
jiim, binwlf It iditi}; the ri >♦ rn i mlo 
tiu lountrrvrnrp i^iIKn nhirKil into 
tiu fi^btini; bnr \ find i;rin<l rb«r;;c 
wi> dtlniri'd nnd 1 bilk 1 k fon rn 1 
lu^bt tbt Ku"i ms ri tirtfl, HIM nil j t’ :r 
Trtr« tJ b\ blnwm.; up ion r mim v i 1 'i 

tin % li id pin nl ni Tr t! I ** x,ori^r «’f t’ <• 
fort lb rtllin»r fro"! bilfpi't t' o 

t » b ilf p I't t b \ » n K df »<-fdKnl »•. " T' • 
k 1. * b ivonr*' nr'il I mil ijrrn 1 *' >: 

trf*i*V work T 1 r III "I O' tt I ...'T 

> ,» ■**’’0 r ^■n nv rrmf '''df *1 t 

r- >»*l'iM-'i.l tt'rjapj r- ^ wrif 
' '’r* » 1 1 r'f rv I ’r^'Ii m r * • 

’ *»* If i» » r-^f r'l •’ * 

'I •• • f ffl » ^ •r\ ^ * 
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Hr liin"»s!nn \\ns 'll! CNtmordinanlj 
powerful work, stnndinjj nt nn cicxahon 
of some 270 feet ibo\c the sea It was 
arnnjiLcl on two le\cls On the lower 
were the infnntr\ trenches with machine 
^'un trenches in rear On the higher 
lc\cl were the quick fircrs and hea\icr 
guns and behind these the barracks 
magazines, and kitchens of the garrison 
built of concrete 

Reuter’s correspondent avith the japan 
CSC Army before Port Arthur gave a 
striking account of the actual fitmle of 
the attack on Cr lung shan \t ten 

0 clock in the morning of the sSth the 
mines were exploded “ The spectacle 
was magnificent The entire front of the 
walls of the fort seemed to be lifted into 
the tir shrouded in a huge opaque cur 
tam of earth and debris of all kinds 

1 here was no preliminarj bombardment 
to give the cnemj a hint of what was in 
store for them Half the garrison 
perished m the explosion and in the sub* 
sequent charge of the besiegers The 
force of the explosion was tremendous 
The entire hillside was covered with earth 
and iUhns, and the moat was filled level 
With the broken fragments of the walls 
of the fort 

As soon IS the mines were fired, the 
besieging artillerj concentrated upon the 
fort a tremendous fire, under cover of 
which the force m the nearest Japanese 
trenches rushed out over the filled in 
d tell and attacked the line of mfantrv 
trenthes on the lower level Tlic Kus 
'•lans to their everlasting credit al 
though thrown into confusion bv the 
tremendous explosion in which man^ of 
tncir number li id perished, stur* noblv 
to tlicir po'.ts, and worked their machine 
guns on tlie swarming Japanese with 
stradv gillintrv, but to no s 'xcssful 
purpose Xftvrtwcntv minutes of desper 


ate fighting the infantrj ind machine 
gun trenches fell into the hands of the 
irresistible attackers 

When the assa lants captured the 
lower level at the first spirited charge, 
thej were unable, writes Reuter’s corre 
spondent, ‘to advance an) further, but 
with splcnduT courage the) maintained 
their position m face of the awful con 
centrated fire of the artillcr) from An 
tzu shan and I»tzii shan forts across the 
gorge of Shuishi vaPc), and made a 
trench line from the brol en walls of the 
fort in order to capture the machine gun 
trenches Ml this time the Japanese ar- 
tiller) kept up a bombardment on the 
rear of the fort and the Chinese wall, to 
prevent reinforcements from being sent 
At four o clock in the afternoon the as 
sailmts massed and captured the machine 
gun trenches and the lower section of the 
fori Pressing forward the) charged 
the walls on the higher level, swarming 
up b) twos and threes until a large bod) 
had gained the crest of the north eastern 
corner Before dark the walls on the 
higher level were black with men, who 
gained the interior in sm ill parties not 
withstanding the fierce fire poured upon 
them 

In the meantime another bodv of 
Japanese had gained the higher level from 
the gorge on the west side of the fort, 
and an attack in overwhelming numbers 
was made on all sides The remnant of 
the garrison continued the fight with 
splendid courage, contesting ever) inch 
of the interior of the fort Lndcr cover 
of the darkness the Japanese were rein 
forced, and captured the last works at 
three o cltxrk in the morning One nun 
dred and fiftv of the garrison escaped 
through the connecting trenches in the 
rear of llic fort, which tliev destroved 
b\ mines to prevent pursuit Tlirtc 
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prisoners only were taken, and the rest 
of the garrison was killed. The losses 
of the assailants during the daylight at- 
tacks were about i,ooo killed and 
wounded. ” 

Among the spoils at the capture of Er- 
lung-shan were four large calibre guns, 


Once more, at ten o’clock in the morning, 
a deafening explosion rent the' air, the 
Japanese infantry rushed in armed Avi'th 
bayonets and hand grenades, and an hour 
after the explosion the fort was virtually 
in possession of the Japanese. 

In retreating, the enemy exploded a 



l-'noto: A. Lavianlteff. 

THE ENGINEER WHO FORTIFIED PORT ARTHUR. 


Gciiciat Koiidtalchenko—it'Iio by iinivciseil Ustimony pioved hwisclj the "life nml sou! of the ik/ciice." Ih h 
hcie seen supatnleniUng the constiucttoii of land mines on the Wolf lixlts. The hatbour of Poll Ailhui and 

the Tigci's Tail will be iceognised jii the dim bachgiound. 


seven small calibre guns, thirty 37 milli- 
metre guns, and two machine guns. 

On December 31st the great strong- 
hold of Sung-shu-shan, which is seventy 
feet higher than Er-lung-shan, fell to a 
Japanese attack on almost identical lines 
with those followed in the case of Hr- 
lung-shan and North Chi-huan-shan. 


mine within the fort, which apparently 
had the disastrous effect of entombing a 
number of their comrades who were wilii- 
in the bombproof gallery of the gm'gt:- 
It is pleasant to be able to add that, ini- 
mediatelv the capture of tlic fort uH'. a.s- 
sured, tlie Japanese dug a passage info 
the "-allcrv, and succeeded in sa\ing mo 
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officers and i6o men. A hundred and 
fifty others are said to have been 
smothered and killed. 

With the fall of Sung-shu-shan the 
very last stage of the siege of Port 
Arthur may be said to have been reached. 
Our narrative of the operations may, 
therefore, advantageously be suspended at 
this point, the story of the actual fall of 
the fortress being deferred to a future 
chapter. In the meantime it may be re- 
garded as one of the curiosities of mili- 
tary chronology that the close of the 
last day of this eventful year should have 
witnessed what, to all intents and pur- 
poses, was the final operation in a long 
and crowded series which virtually began 
when General Oku’s Army landed at Pi- 
tsu-wo, on the east coast of the Liao-tung 
Peninsula, as far back as the beginning 
of May. 

It is not difficult to realise the added 
gloom which the capture of Sung-shu- 
shan must have cast over the beleaguered 
garrison. From details available after 
the fall of Port Arthur it is evident that 
in many ways the condition of affairs 
within the fortress was becoming de- 
plorable, even as regards discipline and 
moral. Wrangling between Generals 
Stoessel and Smirnoff became frequent. 



even in public, and the drunken behaviour 
of the officers of Avhat their scornful mili- 
tary comrades called la -floite paircusc 
was gravely scandalous. Even the men 
were becoming unmanageable, instances 
having occurred of forcible entry into 
spirit stores with serious results in the 
way of excess and insubordination. 

It is an interesting fact that the first 
public note of despair was sounded in the 
Novy Krai, hitherto consistent in its 
efforts to inspirit the garrison, just be- 
fore the capture of Er-lung-shan. The 
numbers for December 24th and 25th are 
full of lurid pen-pictures of the condition 
to which the town had been reduced, 
more particularly since the capture of 203 
Metre Hill and the destruction of the 
Fleet. Speaking of the rain of 800-lb. 
shells, the Novy Krai asks : “ Who but 
Providence can save us from these thun- 
derbolts? ” and adds with desperate pes- 
simism, “ We do not expect the Baltic 
Fleet. We do not look for relief, but we 
can fight to the death. What Port 
Arthur goes through it is impossible to 
describe, but Russia will know what her 
sons have suffered, and yet it is past the 
power of human genius to paint or to de- 
scribe Port Arthur’s sufferings as they 
really are.” 
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CHAPTER LXXVir. 

THE SrCOND PACIFIC SQUADRON* — ^AN lNSTRUCn\E VO\AGE — THE THREE Dl\ ISION'S — 
SHAMFFUL DEHAVIOUU IN CRETE — PASSAGE OF THE SUFJ CASAL—OrF MADVGASCAR 
— ^JAPANESE PREPARATIONS— THE KI^DO INCIDENT — A THIRD SQUADRON — >E\V 
RUSSIAN NAVY. 


I T is expedient now to take up the stor> 
of the progress of the Baltic Fleet, 
or, to gi\c it its official name, the Second 
Russian Pacific Squadron, at the point at 
which we left it in Chapter LXIX. It 
will be remembered that in the first week 
of November (pp. 307-8) it became known 
that the Squadron had left Tangier in two 
divisions, one proceeding eastwards with 
the evident intention of making its way 
through the Suez Canal, the other going 
south with a view to rounding the Cape 
of Good Hope. In ordinar) circum- 
stances the transmission of reinforce- 
ments to the theatre of w ar is not a pro- 
cess of an) particular interest, or even of 
significance, to others besides the com- 
batant parties. Cut from this particular 
\o)agc depended such remarkable issues, 
and it was accompanied bj so man) risks 
of international import, that it is desirable 
to record it somewhat full), more cs- 
peciall) as it was, in itself, a naval opera- 
tion of quite CNtraordinar)* magnitude, 
and one con\c)ing some serious strate- 
gical le‘:<:ons. 

With the indignation aroused in this 
countrv b) the departure of the Squadron 
from Tangier before, as it seemed, any 
adequate arrangements had been made 
for the punishment of those responsible 
for the North Sea outrage, we arc no 
longer concerned. Tlvc whole of tmt 
question had passed almost immediatciv. 


as has been narrated in Chapter LXIX., 
into the region of diplomatic settlement, 
and henceforth in this narrative a clear 
distinction will be drawn between the pro- 
gress of the Second Pacific Squadron and 
the course of what came to be known as 
the North Sea Inquir). But it is onl) 
fair to Russia to point out that the de- 
plorable Dogger Bank episode went a 
long wa) towards obscuring the credit 
due to the Russian naval authorities for 
what was, after all, if onl) by virtue of 
its amazing audacU), a ver) remarkable 
performance. 

Even a first-class Naval Power might 
well have hesitated to send a numerous 
and extremely valuable fleet on such a 
\o)agc with such certain difficulties ahead 
in the way of coaling, and the fact that 
Russia did not onl) despatch the Second 
Pacific Squadron, but got it as far c'cn 
as Madagascar, must be accounted no 
mean feat. 

Reflections on the clasticitv of the neu- 
trality laws which made the achievement 
possible are, of course, permissible. But 
the hard fact that a Power without 
any coaling stations en route, many of 
whose ships can only carry a very limited 
supply of fuel, was able to send a power- 
ful squadron all these thousands of miles, 
is a lesson which other Powers with 
widclv scattered colonics cannot afford to 
disregard. 
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A.\ IXTERNATIONAL SCENE AT TANGIER DURING THE RUSSIAN FLEET’S STAY AT THE 

MOROCCAN PORT. 

To the left is the Russian cniisci “Atiioin." To the light is the Fieitch Cfuiser “ Klcbci ” (zt'ith four funnels), zohilst tn 
the foicgtound is the galley of H..V S. “Dtana" bunging the captain on boaid the ‘'Biuiser" in oiiiei to confer 
soith Laid Chaitcs Bciesfoid, zelio had gone Jiom Gibraltar in the latter vessel. 


Thus early, then, may attention be 
drawn to the circumstance that, while at 
first no ridicule seemed too keen, no 
criticism too harsh for the Second Rus- 
sian Pacific Squadron, as time wore on the 
mere fact of its continued existence as a 
“ fleet in being ” extorted some respect 
from those who understood the true pos- 
sibilities of the situation. There was one 
great nation of keen naval critics to 
whom the performance especially ap- 
pealed, since it had for them a piquant 
retrospective suggestiveness. Had the 
Spanish-American War taken place after 
Russia had sent her Second Pacific 
Squadron to the Far East, trusting to 
colliers to take the place of coaling- 
stations, there is very little doubt that the 
United States Navy would have profited 
by the example, and perhaps have at- 
tempted some curious alterations in the 


political geography of Europe by actually 
despatching a squadron to the coasts of 
Spain. 

Apart from these considerations, the 
voyage of Admiral Rozhdestvensky’s 
Fleet was marked by a very curious 
feature. It is not often that an intended 
reinforcement becomes the main force it- 
self. Yet this, as we have already seen, 
was Avhat was soon to happen to the 
Second Pacific Squadron. Originally de- 
signed for the relief of Port Arthur, it 
was not only to lose the chance of making 
that harbourage, but the Fleet which it 
should have reinforced had ceased to be 
before much more than half the distance 
from Libau to the Sea of Japan had been 
compassed. By the capture of 203 
Metre Hill the Japanese not only paved 
the wav to the fall of the fortress, but 
they practically converted the Second 
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Picjfic Squ idron into the First n 
transition the dr-xm-itic completeness ot 
which must dw^js nnk ns one of the 
curiosities of nn\nl histor\ 

Let us now turn to the nctunl journej- 
inp of the Kussi m ships nfter their dc 
pnrture from Tnnjricr The first diMsion 
tint which went south rcmnined under 
command of Admiral Rozhdcst\ensk} 
and consisted of the battleships Knia 
Su arofj {fla|,ship) Alexander III , Orel^ 
Borodino and OssUabya the cruisers 
Dniln Donskoi Adixiral Aakintof] and 
Aurora \ariOUS transports a water tank 
condensing steamer a hospital ship (also 
called Orel) a scout tug and an interest 
ing addition in tlic sh ipc of a French 
restaurant steamer named Espcronce 
Working Its wa\ 
cautious!) down the 
west coast of Africa 
this rather \aric*,atcd 
squadron ctcnttnlli 
iftcr giMng the Cape 
a prett) wide berth 
turned up at St 
M iri s Island on the 
cast coast of Mada 
gascar aboie Tam i 
ta\c at the end of 
December 

During this scion 
weeks \ongc the 
Kussnn w arships 
were coaled from col 
hers often in icri 
triing circumstances 
Several of the col 
hers were reported to 
haic been Indli knocked about during, 
the operations nlongside and all or 
I'carli ah rccciicd some damage In 
some cases it was found impracticable to 
bring the collirs alongside at all and 
the latter had to ]a\ off and work into 


the fleet s boats which transferred the 
coals to the ships a trulj troublesome 
and tedious process 

It IS not unlikclj that in a fleet so con 
stitiited as Admiral Rozhdcstiensk) s 
some rather untoward incidents occurred 
during the longc down the coast of 
Africa It IS a well known fact that Rus 
Sian naial officers arc not guided b\ such 
strict disciphmr) rules as those sailing 
under most other flags and that the con 
sumption of strong waters on Rus 
Sian warships is as a rule on a \er) 
extensile scale For the truth of one 
episode reported m the Eeho de Pam it 
IS impossible to louch but the disscmina 
tion of such a nrn in an allied coiintr) 
was not without sif^nificancc The stor) 
was to the effect tint 
three ofl " cars of \d 
miral Rozhdcstien 
sk) s squadron 
oflended so scnousli 
in tlie m itter of 
drunkenness tint Ihei 
were reported to the 
\dmiral himself who 
after iniestigating 
the circumstances is 
said to haic devised 
i \er) Draconian 
punishment The 

three ofTcers were 
mcreli placed in a 
small boat with 
monei and food — 
marooned, in fact — 
and told to get horre 
as best thci could 
hi sail or oars wliicbeicr thei preferred 
Meanwhile the second division of the 
*^quadron under command of \dmiral 
r<Ikcrsahm had steamed eastwards 
This division consisted of the battleships 
Stisn \ <ltk\ and '\<rartft the cruisers 
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SvciUvui and AJma:^ .seven dcslroyer.s, 
and ^evel•al Iran.sport.s. 

On Xovenii>er 7lh a siij>plenu‘ntary 
divisitni of the Hallic Fleet left Idi)nvi, 
and, cavUiously avoidin}^ the Doi^t^er 
Bank, proceeded to follow leisurely in the 
wake of Admiral h'dlkcrsahm’s ships. 
This division consisted of two armoured 
cruisers, the 0/rc and Izumrttd, three 
auxiliary cruiser.s, the Jiw)s, Dt}ic/>er, and 
Tuck, and a torpedo-flotilla, the whole 
under the command of Admiral Botrovo- 
.sky. It i.s intere.slini^ to note that two 
of the auxiliary crui.sers, tlie Rto>i and the 
Vuieper, wore simply our old friend.s the 
Vderbur^ and SifiRcnsk, of Red Sea re- 
nown, under new names ! The voyatre 
of this supplementary division was ui\- 
attended by any remarkable incident be- 
yond the breakingf down of one of the de- 
stroyers, which, however, was success- 
fully repaired at Bre.st, the French 
Government having- decided that this pro- 
ceeding- would involve no breach of the 
laws of neutrality. 

This decision, a somewhat important 
one, was based on the fact that the 
damagfc to the vessel was of a nature to 
involve the safet}’ of the crew and the 
proper navigation of the ship. It is not 
surprising that the incident aroused sonic 
indignant criticism at Tokio, but the mat- 
ter did not become one of diplomatic 
g-ravitv'. France could claim that in this 
and other cases she acted according to 
the rules she formulated during the Span- 
ish-American War, and there was a 
general feeling that, making some allow- 
ance for her natural sympath}'^ with her 
allies, she was acting throughout as be- 
fitted a high-minded and chivalrous 
nation, not fussily scrupulous as to the 
letter of the law, but frankly observant 
of it in spirit. 

Somewhat sensational was the early 
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progress of the second division of the Bal- 
tic Meet under .Admiral Folkersahm. 
.Arriving at Canea, the capital of Crete, 
.some of the officers and men of the squad- 
ron went ashore, and behaved in the most 
disgraceful fashion. In a case of this 
kind suspicion of partiality is best 
avoided by quotation of chapter and 
verse. Telegraphing on Xovember 22nd, 
Reuter’s correspondent said ; “ There 

were constant scenes of drunkenness, in 
which, unfortunately, several officers took 
part, and frequent brawls occurred every 
day. One Russian seaman was killed by 
his comrades, and several others were 
severely wounded. 

“ Some drunken sc;imen stripped their 
clothes off in the principal square of 
Canea. 

“ The wife of the manager of a foreign 
agency was insulted on the public 
promenade, and her husband, who tried 
to protect her, was subjected to ill-usage. 

“ The authority of the officers was 
utterly disregarded, no sort of discipline 
being observed. Many shops windows 
were broken. 

“ The population of Canea and its en- 
virons have lost all respect for the Rus- 
sian sailors, who, it is considered, are 
completely demoralised. Many seamen 
have been left behind, having either lost 
their way or deserted.” 

Against this must be set Admiral 
Folkersahm 's subsequent assertion that 
the trouble was only trifling, that no one 
was killed or wounded, and no deser- 
tions took place Russian official con- 
tradictions, however, have always been 
regarded as open to question, and the 
testimon}' of Reuter’s correspondent is so 
plain and circumstantial that it is likely 
to be accepted as the permanent record 
of a ver}' shameful episode. 

The passage of the Suez Canal was 
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effected \\ithout mislnp, but with in ac 
compiniment of precautions which were 
simpl) ludicrous, and recalled m strikin" 
f isliion the ner\ous apprehensions ef 
Rozhdestxcnsk} m reg^ard to the Dogger 
Hank fishing fleet The squadron was 
preceded b) three jachts said to ha\c 
been chartered for the purpose of c\ 
ploring certain reefs in the Gulf of Suer 
in advance of the warships Earlj m 
the morning of November e^th seven 
destroyers acting as scouts steamed at 
eight knots through the first section of 
the Canal The battleships and cruisers 
followed with the men at gun stations, 
and Admiral Folkcrsal m and his officers 
anxiously scanning the banl s Wireless 
telegraphic communication was m un- 
tamed between the "various vessel', and 
when, towards evening, Umailia was 
reached, the risks of a night attack from 
the desert were considered so great tint 
the plan of allowing the battleships and 
cruisers to proceed with the assistance 
of thci- searchlights was abandoned, and 
the squadron accordingly dropped anchor 
in the nutcr I akes Although assured 
In the ofllcnls that no other vessels were 
III the Canal Admiral Folkcrsahm sent 
out launches on patrol dutv , and during 
the night the searchlights of the b ittlc- 
ships and cruisers swept tbc Lakes 
Meanwhile, quite a large international 
flett of liners and merchant ships w is 
as<scmblmg nt Suez owing to the dclav 
caused bv the passage of the Russian 
vessels through the Canal “Irate 
skippers * wrote an Express correspond 
ent, “ steaming in from the Red Sea ami 
learning that thev nuisi wait until the 
squ ulron h id passed out of the Can il 
commented upi>a tlic fears of the Rus 
snns in a varictv of languages 

“ Police and coastguard launches, 
rmnnea! b\ painfullv ^eaInllS Fgvptian 
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ofllcials, patrolled the harbour, and, when 
the seven Russian destrovers armed this 
afternoon, escorted them to an anchor- 
age The crews were still at gun 
stations 

“Two destroyers made an hours rc 
connoitnng tour of the harbour All 
merchant ships were carcfullv sciutm 
iscd 

Of all the many and varied passages 
in the history of the Suez Canal this 
must surely be accounted as one of the 
most interesting, and that, too, for rea- 
sons some of which do not lie upon the 
surface The precautions taken by the 
Russians were, of course, preposterous in 
the circumstances, since, even had Japan 
been disposed to attack the Russians at 
this point, and could have made secretly 
the necessary elaborate and extremely 
dilTicuIt preparations, she would hardly 
have dreamt of provoking the ill will of 
Great Britain, 1 nnce, and Germany by 
interfering in such a warlike fashion with 
an international fairway The fact 
seems to be tint Russia hero, as in many 
other instances, gauged the possible con 
duct of her adversary by tbc measure of 
methods which she herself would not 
scruple to adopt, and subsequently, if 
necessary, repudiate as quite foreign to 
her open and bland disposition 

It IS gcncnllv understood tint at a cer- 
tain critical juncture in European politics 
a Russian tramp steamer was sent 
through the Suez Canal under orders to 
spring a sudden leak, if a certain signal 
were observed, the idea, of course, being 
that slic would settle down in a verv 
narrow part of the ‘ Ditch, and tint the 
navigation would thus be cffectuallv im- 
peded for some davs \ nation capab'c 
of a device of this sort would be mtunllv 
fearful when using tl e same canal for the 
passage of a naval reinforcement, and. 
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aftei what occuiied in the !\orth Sea, a rather contemptuous smile, especially 
it is not, pel haps, surprising" that cx- wiicn Russian naval neg'h'g'ence at Port 
cusable apprehensions were fantastically Arthur is recalled, 

m.ig'niried into visions of stcaltln* at- At Suez the Russian squadron came 
tacks by Japanese disg-uised as JBedouins, into friendly contact with two British 
or skirmishing- round llie JBitter Lakes in cruisers, the Hermione and Fox, with 
submarines. which visits were exchanged. It w^as re- 

That there were Japanese agents at ported that the two British vessels had 
Port Said and Suez goes without saying. been detailed to keep an eye on Admiral 
No combatant nation would lose such a Folkersahm’s division until they were 
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chance of watching the movements and clear of the Red Sea, and this, coupled 
“ sizing up ” the strength of an appreci- with similar suggestions with reference 
able portion of the enemy’s naval forces, to Admiral Rozhdestvensky’s ships, led 
and we may take it for granted that long to the angry assumption that the British 
and interesting reports of the condition NaA^y Avas “ sha'doAAung ” the Russian 
of the ships and creAA's AA^ere at once reinforcements. The idea Avas repudi- 
cabled to Tokio. But the bare suggestion ated, and, indeed, with the facilities 
that any attack Avas contemplated may be A\diich this country possesses for Avatching 
scouted as absurd, and it Avill probably and recording the moA^ements of any ship 
be many years before the story of Ad- or ships OA^er about three-quarters of the 
miral Folkersahm’s impressiA^ely cautious ocean surface of the globe, any deliberate 
navigation of a naval highAvay Avhich aa'HS “ shadoAving ” of a fleet belonging to a 
really not more dangerous to his ships country Avith Avhich Ave Avere not at, or on 
than the mouth of the Neva fails to raise the point of, Avar, would he unnecessary 
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as well as objectionable. Cut it could of a good deal of international Intrigue, 

hardly ha\e astonished the Russians if, Conflicting accounts were forthcoming as 

after what had occurred, more especially to the methods adopted in obtaining coal 

with regard to the seizure and sinking and supplies, but it seems probable that 

of British \essels, our Admiraltj had not here as elsewhere the laws of neutrality 

made some pro\ision for subjecting to as regards coaling were successfully cir- 

occasional scrutiny the passage of these cum\cnted by sending in the “ neutral ” 

<H\isions through waters in which we colliers to obtain coal which was aftcr- 
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ha\e enormous commercial and political wards transferred to the Russian war* 
interests. ships at sea. 

Ha\ing made their way down the Red It is not ncccs‘!ary to go further into 
Sea and through the *' Gate of Tears,” the details of ilic journeying of the Rus- 

thc squadron commandetl by Admiral sian ships prior to the junction of Ad- 

I olkcrsahm, and. later, the supplement- miral Folkersabm’s di\ision with the 

ary dhision under .\dmiral Botro\osk\, main squadron under Admiral Rozhdcsl- 

madc a brief sojourn at the Trench port Tcnsky of! the coast of Madagascar. It 

of Jibutil in Tajurra Biy, that great inlet is sufficient to say that early in the new 

of the sea which in times past, like most year Admiral Tolkcrsahm’s difcision was 

of the Somali const and the .\frican Jit- at anchor in the B ly of I’.nssandavn, 

toral of the Re<l Sen. Ins been the scene while Admiral Kozhdest\cn«.ky 's ships, 

\ 
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in order lo nvoid Ihc b:ul weather in the 
Mozainhit]ue Channel, had douhled Cape 
St. Mnry, and proeeeded lo Antonj;il 
Hay. Hoth divisions had sent several 
vessels to Xossi Hv', Majunj^a, and Tama- 
lave, where they had made lartje pur- 
chases of stores, particularly of chain- 
pap:ne, which has hiiiierlo heen an ap- 
parently indispensahle adjunct to ail Rus- 
sian naval movements. .At that time the 
supplementary division was ahoul lo 
enter the Sue/. Canal. .A forlni^-ht pre- 
viously .Admiral Rozhdestvensky had re- 
ceived at one of the Madairascar ports 
telo!,^raphic communication of his appoint- 
ment as Commander-in-chief of the entire 
reinforcing hlect. Tiiis was doubtless ac- 
companied by tidiness of the ilestruction 
of tlic Russian ships at Port .Arlluir, 
tidinij.s which, in due course, would he 
followed by an announcement of the final 
capture of the fortress. 

It was onicially slated that Rozhdest- 
vensky was prepared for these events, 
and that no change in his plans would he 
rendered necessary by them. But it must ■ 
have been a serious blow to the whole 
Fleet to learn that the last ray of hope 
had vanished, and that A'ladivostok was 
now the only harbour in the Far East 
which could possibly be reached by naval 
reinforcements. Grave indeed was the 
prospect thus opened out. Assuming 
that the concentration were effectually 
and completely carried out. Admiral 
Rozhdestvensky would have at his dis- 
posal seven battleships, eight or ten 
cruisers, some of them merety converted 
liners, and sufficient torpedo-craft to 
make, perhaps, three flotillas. On paper 
this seems a most formidable force, but, 
as we have seen, it was by no means a 
homogeneous one, either as regards 
speed or armament, and it was entirely 
dependent for coal upon colliers which 


might themselves become a serious en- 
cumbrance, if they did not fall an easy 
prey to a smart enemy. 

Of course, as long as this was purely 
a reinforcing Fleet, and the best part of 
the Japanese Navy was tied to Port 
Arthur, Admiral Rozhdestvensky and his 
officers were btioi’ccl up with all sorts of 
brilliant possibilities, including an off- 
chance of knocking loudly at the door of 
Tokio Itself. But with the whole battle 
Meet of Japan let loose, the utmost that 
could be looked for was a terrific combat 
with Togo’s ships, which had already 
given such deadly proof of their fighting 
efficiency, and which would soon be 
emerging fresh and splcndidl}* ready for 
action from the well-equipped dockyards 
of Japan. 

Even in point of tonnage, number of 
guns, and crews the Russian Fleet was 
now in a condition of serious inferiority. 
Indeed, according to a Russian calcula- 
tion the tonnage of the Baltic Fleet was 
only 95,000 against the 216,000 tons 
representing the Japanese Navy, while 
of heavy guns the Russians had only 
36 against the 63 mounted by the Jap- 
anese ships. The Russian crews, again, 
onl)' numbered 8,500, as compared with 
the 14,400 carried in the Japanese Fleet. 
Of course, such comparisons are by no 
means conclusive — far from it. But in 
their Avay they are instructive, more es- 
pecially as at the outset Russia relied 
largely on such figures. 

We may take it, then, that Admiral 
Rozhdestvensky spent some very bad 
quarters of an hour off the coast of Mada- 
gascar during January. It Avas continu- 
ally reported at the time that he Avas 
being recalled, but Avhether these reports 
Avere false, or AA'hether, as is suggested, 
the Admiral simply refused to retrace his 
steps, the Russian Fleet continued in this 
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neighbourhood, somcwlnt to the dissnt- 
isfnction of the I rcnch, ^\ho \\crc bcj'in- 
nin}»’ to fenr tint 'i \erj dehente situation 
miRht arise Here, for the present, \^e 
will leave the Second Pacific Squad 
ron ” to its sombre reflections and its 
stores of champagne, and turn first to 
the preparations which Japan had been 
making to receive the newcomers, and 
next to Russia’s further efforts to regain 
her former boasted naval superiority in 
the I ar East 

As a matter of course the Japanese 
took time b) the forelock in the matter 
of their arrangements for giving Admiral 
Rozhdestvensky a warm welcome As 
far back as November 14th the Emperor 
presided over a long conference of the 
Militarj and Naval General Staffs at the 
Palace, the proceedings of which were 
secret, but were cicarl) understood to be 
connected with the approaching advent m 
Eastern, if not Far Eastern, waters of 
the Baltic Elect Doubtless in conse 
qucnce of this great council meeting the 
attacks on Metre Range were renewed 
with fresh vigour, with the result alrcadj 
chronicled th it, before another six weeks 
had elapsed, the naval authorities were 
free to deal on broad and vigorous line* 
with the new situation It is character 
istic of Japanese methods that the 
problem was not regarded as aficclmg the 
licet alone The longheaded advisers 
of the Mikado even anticipated the rather 
remote possibilitv that the new Russian 
squadron would make a descent on \iu- 
chwang with a view to cutting the Jap- 
aneve communications vvith the Liaotung 
I’tnmMila So carcfullv was even this 
contini^cnC} forestalled, that arrange 
minis were made hv which the Japanese 
armies in Manchuria could hope to carrv 
On the campaign if nect.s<; irs for months, 
without communications from home 


As usual, the exact nature of the Jap- 
anese naval preparations was shrouded in 
the strictest sccrcQv , and for some little 
time the onlj indication that an> move 
ments at all were taking place was the 
receipt of telegrams from Manila, Singa- 
pore, and Penang, stating tint cruisers 
had been sighted or had made a hurried 
call It soon became evident that these 
were mcrelj scouting ships to which had 
probably been entrusted the further task 
of establishing a network of naval in- 
telligence over the whole of the Malay 
Archipelago There was carl^ talk of a 
squadron of powerful cruisers which was 
reported from Shanghai to have gone 
south actuallj to meet Admiral Rozhdest- 
vensky s Elect, and on Janinrj asth the 
Na\> Department at Tokio formally an- 
nounced the formation of a Special Ser- 
vice squadron, no details being given 
It was not, of course, in the least likely 
that the Japanese would adventure their 
cruisers against the Russian battleships 
but It is very possible that a considerable 
detachment was despatched very shortl> 
after the capture of 203 Metre Hill in the 
hope of picking up a Russian straggler or 
two, and still more, with a view to cut- 
ting olT some of the attendant colliers 
Returning to Russia, it now becomes 
nccessar) to place on record an incident 
arising out of the despatch of the Baltic 
Elect, which, vvhile unconnected with the 
actual progress of the war, has a dis- 
tinct bearing upon it, since it matcrnlh 
influenced public opinion as to ibe naval 
situation It mav be remembered tint 
on page 307 of the present volume men- 
tion was made of a Captain Chdo or 
Klado who bad been left behind at \ igo 
with three other officers to bear testimonv 
at the fortlicoming inqviirv concerning the 
North *?«.a outngt Captain Khdo wns 
said to be the bearer to St Petersburg 
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of Admiral Rozhdestvensky’s official re- 
port, but no one imagined for an instant 
that in the course of the ensuing few 
weeks this officer would spring into quite 
extraordinary prominence and popularity 
by reason of his own plainness of speech 
with reference to the naval situation 
generally. 

Arrived at St. Petersburg, Captain 
Klado set himself at once to agitate for 
the speedy despatch of a Third Squadron 
to reinforce Admiral Rozhdestvensky’s 
Fleet. He had evidently formed strong 
and accurate opinions as to the import- 
ance of the part to be played by the Rus- 
sian Navy in deciding the question of 
Russia’s position in the Far East. 
“ However great our Army may be,” he 
said in a lecture on December 6th at the 
residence of Admiral BIrileff, Com- 
mander-in-chief at Kronstadt, ” however 
rich our resources, it is impossible to ex- 
pect a definite victory, even if Port Arthur 
does not fall, if our Fleet does not gain 
the upper hand in the Pacific. If the 
Japanese capture Port Arthur, the role 
of our F'leet will become still more im- 
portant.” 

There was nothing to which exception 
could reasonably be taken in this frank, 
but by nO' means original, statement of 
one of the elementary principles of the 
Command of the Sea theory. The ques- 
tion of despatching a Third Squadron 
had already been anxiously considered by 
the naval authorities, and it is said that 
on the day following the delivery of Cap- 
tain Klado’s lecture at Admiral Birileff’s 
house an authoritative decision on the 
subject was arrived at. 

But Captain Klado, unfortunately from 
some standpoints, did not confine himself 
to the enunciation of sound naval doctrine 
in an atmosphere of official encourage- 
ment. For some time past he had been 


contributing to the Novoe Yremya a series 
of articles on the naval situation, and- in 
these he now began to reveal tlie weak- 
ness of the Second Pacific Squadron, and 
to formulate serious charges against the 
Ministry of J\farine. The Ministry re- 
taliated by an Order of the Day, accusing 
Captain Klado of having consciously mis- 
represented the facts ' and garbled the 
truth, and condemning him to fifteen 
days’ arrest. From his seclusion the 
high-spirited Captain sent a letter to the 
papers warmly repudiating as a deliberate 
falsehood the charge brought against him 
of having distorted facts which he had 
obtained from a trustworthy source. He 
declared that the accusation was a stain 
not only upon his position, but also on 
his personal honour. Such charges, he 
added, should only be made by legal pro- 
cess, and, accordingly, he asked to be 
brought before a Court-Martial. 

To this last request no reply was forth- 
coming, and as if by magic Captain 
Klado leapt into a popularity comparable 
with that of ” le brav’ General ” in the 
very palmiest days of Boulangism. Over 
500 people called to see him at the house 
where he was undergoing detention, all 
of them being refused admittance, and 
letters and telegrams from all parts of 
Russia poured in upon him in shoals. 
As an “exalted personage” remarked 
to a French correspondent in St. Peters- 
burg, the incident was beginning to occa- 
sion great anxiety in Government circles. 

“ Klado is becoming the head of a party 
of malcontents, and Heaven knows that 
there are many of them. His punish- 
ment has made a martyr of him.” 

But the sudden popularity of Captain 
Klado was not the only difficulty. I'he 
Ministry of Marine, by its Order of the 
Day accusing the outspoken officer of 
deliberate falsehood, had placed the whole 



KLADO WHITEWASHED. 


429 


Russian Go\crnmcnt in a most aA\kward 
position. Captain Klado was not only 
the idol of the hour In St. Pctersburjj ; 
iic was also the chief Russian witness in 
the forthcoming inquiry into the Xorth 
Sea incident. To brand him officially as 
a liar was to in\itc the ob\ious siitj- 
[jestion that his testimony before the 
Commission was worthless. The dilem- 


Grand Admiral of the Na\y, dlrcctinp: his 
release. This order bcini;^ understood to 
ha\c its origin in the 'I'sar himself, was 
held to ha\c cancelled the pre\ious Order 
of the Day cntirelv, and was thus sup- 
posed to dear Captain Kl.ido, without 
the awkward formalitv of a Court-Mar- 
tial, from tlic charges levelled against 
him. The gallant Captain on his release 
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ma thus created w.as unmislakeabic, and 
in Paris especially the position was dis- 
cussed with much freedom, and, per- 
haps, some humorous appreciation of its 
perplexity. 

The Russian Government were not long 
in grappling with the difTicully. Captain 
Klado had not undergone half of his pre- 
scribotl punishment when another Order 
W’as issued by the Grand Duke Alexis, 


attended a meeting at the City Hall, where 
a tremendous reception awaited lilm, and 
his subsequent appearance .at tlic N'.nval 
and Military Club was the signal for a 
burst of cheering. subscription was at 
once set on foot for the found.ition of .a 
Klado schol.nrsbip nt the N'aval College, 
and contributions came flowing in from 
many towns, notabU Mo*.cow' and NIjni 
Xovgorod. But b\ this time the Inter- 
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national Commission of Inquiry into the 
Korth Sea incident \vas ^ct(int>: to work, 
and accordin.q-ly on December jyth Cap- 
lain Klado was packed off to J’aris by 
the Russian Government, who were 
doubtless heartily p:lad to Ijc rid for a lime 
of his inconvenient presence. 

The Klado incident may be variously 
resxardcd, and there will not be wanting- 
those inclined to qualify the Captain’s 
passionate assertion of his unblemished 
accuracy by references to his evidence 
concerning the presence of torpedo-boats 
among the North Sea fishing smacks. 
But the real significance of the affair had 
not a great deal to do with Captain Klado 
personally. It lay chiefly in the clear in- 
dication thus provided of a growing anx- 
iety on the part of the Russian public 
to know what there was to know about 
the situation, to the exclusion of Grand 
Ducal and other bureaucratic efforts at 
concealment and misrepresentation. The 
vigorous encouragement given to Captain 
Klado was a healthy sign of better times 
in Russia, and the fact that the Govern- 
ment found itself unable to disregard the 
incident was one which may some day re- 
ceive historical recognition. 

As will be seen, the world was yet to 
hear more of Captain Klado’s views on 
the naval situation generally, but in the 
meantime it was evident that his vigorous 
demand for the despatch of a Third Squad- 
ron had galvanised the Russian Admiralty 
into a spasm of real activit3\ He had 
himself suggested that an immediate rein- 
forcement of Admiral Rozhdestvenskii’s 
Fleet should be made with certain ships 
which he declared were ready at Libau 
to take the sea at any moment. 

These were the General Aimiral Aprak- 
sin, of 4,200 tons, 15 knots, built in 
i8g6 ; the Admiral Seniavine, 4,126 tons, 

16 knots, built in 1894 i Admiral 


Oushakoff, 4,126 tons, 16 knots, built in 
1S93 ; the Vladimir Monomacli, 6,061 
tons, 15-2 knots, built in 18S2 ; and the 
Khrahry, a sca-g-oing gunboat, 1,735 
tons, 14 knots, built in 1895. Captain 
Kl.'ido had speciall}’ recommended the 
last-named vessel on account of her up- 
to-date armament. As he afterwards ex- 
plained at Paris to a representative of the 
Times, he considered that a great mistake 
had been originallii made, largelj’ owing 
to the weakness of Admiral Rozhdestven- 
sky in not demanding the despatch of the 
entire naval forces of Russia to the seat 
of war. But the initial blunder having 
been made, Russia must repair it as best 
she could. Clearl}- his idea was that no 
lime should be lost in sending out the 
ships actuall}' available at once, his hope 
being that even such a pefil faqiict — to 
use his own expression — as the above 
would give Admiral Rozhdestvensky the 
needful superiority. 

^VJlilo accepting in principle the neces- 
sity for sending out a Third Squadron 
forthwith the Russian Ministry of Marine 
preferred to attach at least one battleship 
to the cruisers and gunboat mentioned 
by Captain Klado, and accordingly orders 
were given to push on the preparation for 
sea of the imperator Nikolai /., a turret 
ship of 9,700 tons launched in 18S9, and 
now incapable, it was said, of maintain- 
ing under service conditions a greater 
speed than 13 knots. There was a 
new battleship approaching completion, 
the Slava, which might have been made 
available, but unfortunatel}”^ it had been 
heavily drawn upon to supply deficiencies 
in its sister ships, the Alexander III., 
Borodino, Kniaz Stivaroff, and Orel, 
which had gone forward with the Second 
Squadron. Thus, when the Orel's en- 
gines and machinery were found in the 
summer of 1904 to be faulty, duplicate 
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pnrls in their phcc \\crc tnken from the 
9/<i a ns she stood n SNStem of robbing 
Peter to pn> Pnul which is emmenth 
clnnctcrislic of the Russnn 0 * 1 % nl 
s\ stem 

Simult'incoush with Cnptiin Klado s 
dcpirture for Pnris Adminl Birilcff 
Commander in-chicf at Kronstadt left 
St Petersburg for Libau to superintend 
the formation and despatch of the Third 
Squadron Before he went he addressed 
ta the Ac ot ^ remya a letter in\iting 
that journal to cease its polemics in con 
ncction with the despatch of na\al rein 
forcements now that the step in question 
had been decided upon and the worl of 
getting rcad\ the ships had actuallj com 
mcnccd Such agitation was to be dc 
precated as was an\ attempt to dictate 
to Admiral I\ozhdcst\cnsk) what line of 
iction he should take 

Admiral Binlcff further made a strong 
effort to all i> public an\tct> respecting 
the Second Pacifc Squadron upon the 
weakness of which Captain Klado had 
expatiated so forcibU It was he con 
tended an enormous force well consli 
tilted and cqvul in strength to the Jap 
anc<sc 1 Icct which it had c\cr) chance 
of crushing in a fleet action Tlic 
intcllij,cnt firm bra\e, and jocrscicring 
commander of this squadron will shelter 
himself behind no instructions but will 
seek and destroi the enema He will not 
look for a co-cfTcicnt of the opposing 
forces but will adopt the Russnn nnxim 
tint strength does not he in imlcrnl 
force but m bnac rcsoKc and lose for 
the 1 athcrlind 

It IS la pic d of the mental cri is through 
aabieh Kusvi m public opinion ans passin^ 
that the c pnac orts as 1 lucllcn 
aaoull Inat cillod them, aacre not al 
lowctl to pass unchallenged Captain 
Klndo a\ho onU three weeks l>e fore had 


been lecturing at \dmiral BinlelT s bouse, 
aarotc from Pans accusing the Com 
mandcr m-chicf at Kronstadt of cn 
dcaaounng to console the Russian people 
bj painting the state of the Second 
Pacific Squadron in rosa colours as 
though he aacre soothing a petulant child 
He would haae been bettor adaiscd said 
the uncompromising Klado to use the 
language of figures and not shrinking 
from the logic of facts fnnkla to admit 
the supcrioritj of the Japanese Plcet oacr 
\dmiral Rozhdestaenska s Fleet in ships 
and men 

As It can no longer rcla on the Port 
Arthur and \ladiaostok squadrons \d 
mini Rozhdestaenskj s Fleet adds Cap 
tain Klado has not all the chances of 
success that a\c might desire Admiral 
Binlcff si ould Inac contented himself 
with exhorting the people to act prompll) 
and cncrgcticall) with a \icw to hasten 
ing the despatch of the Third Squadron 
dcla> in which would be criminal and 
should not have undertaken to hoodwink 
the Russian public 

A little later, in intcr\iews with 
Parisian journalists and in further com 
munication to the, Ac*cf 1 renyo Captan 
Klado continued to illuminate the naval 
situation from the Russnn standpoint 
with characteristic frankness His re 
marks arc so valuable for what thev ul 
mit as well as for what thev reveal tint 
tbcj mav be freclv quoted from the para 
phrases given in the Times Thu« in 
conversation with an interviewer from the 
he unhesitatinglv dismissed \d 
mini Binlcff s contention that the Jap- 
anese Fleet must now be suffering from 
cxlnustioa and from deterioration of its 
guns and nnchincrv The Japanisp 
Fleet was he said in excellent condition 
New guns had been substituted for those 
too long in use ‘ It is a! o 
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s:iici tlial tiic Japanese have nn more cast 
shells, that their powder is inferior, and 
a number of other absurdities are ut- 
tered. 'i'he Japanese iiave an abundant 
supply of all they require. . . I have 

the best information, and 1 know that the 
fitrhtin”- value of the Japanese is about 
equal to what it was at the hci^innintj of 
the war.” 

W'rilinp:, >n the middle of January, to 
the ovoc T remya, Captain Klado com- 
italed the rumcHirs that .'\dmlral Rozh- 
destvensky would return or would delay 
his voyaq'e until he could be joined bv the 
Third Pacific Squadron. Xeither of these 
alternatives was practicable, and Captain 
Ivlado’s explanation is a luminous proof 
of the fact that he was under no illu.sions 
as to the French view of .Admiral Rozh- 
destvensky's stay off Madagascar, nor 
was, by any means, attemptingf to 
frighten his compatriots into clamouring 
for peace. 

‘‘ To wait at Madagascar is impossible. 
The French have already done everything 
that they could do without transgressing 
the limits of benevolent ncutralit}'.” A 
return ‘‘ would involve the necessity of 
organising afresh the vast and compli- 
cated scheme- of coal supply during a 
second voyage round Africa, and the 
abandonment of the arrangements al- 
ready made for the voyage across the 
Indian Ocean. It appears to me that the 
return of the Fleet would be equivalent to 
the conclusion of the war, and in present 
circumstances that is unthinkable. N^o, 
the die is cast, and we must drain our 
cup to - the dregs. We must help the 
Second Pacific Squadron by every means 
at our disposal ; we must display all the 
energy of which we are capable in order 
to compensate for the weakness which 
was not prevented at its departure — ^but 
there can be no going back. I repeat — 


that would mean the end of the war. It 
cannot: be denied that a fleet divided is 
weaker than a fleet united, but half a 
fleet is much weaker when .alone than 
when there is another half behind it, even 
at a great distance. We have only our- 
selves to thank for the position in which 
we are placed, and there is no way out 
of it ; we must lake the consequences of 
our mistakes. We should have been 
glad, indeed, to have the assurance of 
success, but we have no more than a 
hope. , . .Ml we can do, therefore, is 

to foresee the possibility of failure now, 
and at once to make energetic prepara- 
tions for counteracting its consequences.” 

The nature of those preparations Cap- 
tain Klado discussed in a subsequent 
article, the main point of which was that 
particular attention should be paid to 
\’ladivostok even ,at the risk of subor- 
dinating to its claims those of the army. 
This suggestion fits in well with the es- 
timate given of the situation as regards 
\’ladivostok in Chapter LXXIII. But it 
is of further interest and significance as 
a final illustration of Russian inferiority, 
in comparison with Japanese methods, 
where co-ordination of naval and military 
action is concerned. It is a seriously in- 
structive fact that at this stage of the 
war a Russian naval officer should be 
pleading for a clearer recognition of the 
essential requirements of the Fleet, while 
the Japanese naval and military plans of 
campaign were continuing to work in the 
most perfect harmony, and without the 
slightest indication of any desire on the 
part of either fighting service that the 
other should temporarily forego its claims 
to paramount consideration. 

Reverting to the preparations for the 
despatch of the Third Squadron, these 
were, from the first, hampered by al- 
most hopeless deficiencies in the supply of 
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cnt^ine-room atiificcrs. 'I'his cliiltculty 
had already ijecn .severely felt in con- 
nection ^\ith the Second Squadron, for 
whicli heavy drafts liad been made on 
the .ships of the black Sea 1 ‘Mcet. The 
l\ussian Admiralty was now g:cttinpf down 
to the bed-rock in lliis matter, and into 
the sliips of the 'Ihird Squadron were 
drafted helerof^^eneous batches of en- 
.q'ineer cadets, enj^incer reservists, who 
for many years had not sailed the sea at 
all in charg-c of a marine engine, and re- 
serve artificers, while an urgent call for 
artificers was made on various private 
Russian shipping companies. Nor docs 
the supply of seamen appear to have been 
much more abundant. .\ correspondent 
writing to the Times at the end of January 
.stated that a batch of 200 reservists had 
been called up from .‘\rchangel, and that 
this batch exhausted the seasoned re- 
servists from the northern and Baltic 
area. P'urther requirements would have 
to be filled by raw conscripts. Here 
again was a most unfavourable contrast 
with the state of affairs in Japan, which 
had an immense reserve of fishcrfolk and 
other men inured to the sea to draw upon 
for the supply of deficiencies in her fight- 
ing ships. 

It is rather characteristically impressive 
of Russia that, surrounded b}' these 
serious disabilities, she should have not 
only pushed ahead with the work of get- 
ting ready a Third Squadron, and talked 
confidently of despatching a Fourth in 
April, but that her thoughts should turn 
to the construction of an entirely new and 
powerful navy. A building programme 
had been in contemplation at the com- 
mencement of the war, and in March, 
1904, it had been practically agreed that 
two battleships should be laid down, and 
the contingency of having to lay down 
four was discussed. 


In July and August the naval com- 
mission engaged on the subject recog- 
nised that at least four, and possibly five 
or six, new battleships would have to be 
.started at once, but the Navy Department 
continued to procrastinate, the officials 
being “ unable to shake off entirely their 
optimism in regard to the outcome of the 
situation at Port Arthur.” In December, 
after the capture of Metre Range and the 
destruction of the ships in Port .Arthur 
harbour, it was proposed to lay down a 
minimum of eight first-class battleships, 
and a minimum of five first-class 
armoured cruisers. But not until the last 
day of the year was Reuter’s correspond- 
ent at St. Petersburg able to announce 
that the Tsar had sanctioned the e.x- 
penditure of ;,^i6o,ooo,ooo for rebuilding 
the Russian Xavy, the programme of con- 
struction occupying ten years. Accord- 
ing to Reuter, the ships which it had al- 
ready been decided to build, and the de- 
livery of which had been provided for in 
three years, were sixteen first-class battle- 
ships ; six cruisers of the Bayan type, six 
improved Noviks., and six Bogatyrs ; 50 
destroyers of 500 tons, 100 destroyers and 
torpedo-boats of 1 50, 240, and 350 tons ; 
lo mine-layers of the type of the ill-fated 
Yenisei ; and 4 floating workshops. 

The financial obstacles in the way of 
the accomplishment of so vast a project 
might be thought to be insuperable. But 
it soon became evident that no serious 
difficulty need be anticipated on this head, 
since foreign dockyards were ready to 
commence the proposed construction im- 
mediately if Russia would consent to pay 
interest on outstanding amounts due. 
X^ot even a foreign loan would thus be 
rendered necessary. A useful lesson this 
on the difficulty of wearing out the finan- 
cial resources of a really great Power. 
But there still remained the question of 
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penonttcl Jis to which c\cn the Inphcst 
I\ii<:sian naval authorities bcffan to ex- 
press some doubts. One of them in dis- 
cussinjj the question let out the interest- 
ing fact tliat in Admiral Ro7hdcst\ensk) *s 
squadron an oITiccr of the Grodno Hus- 
sars had to be emploved! With which 
“ side-light ” we mav fill} conclude a re- 


view of the naval situation at a stage 
which, though only intermediate, is of 
the greatest interest and importance in re- 
lation not onlv to the prosecution of the 
war, but also to Russia’s place among 
the armctl strengths of Rurope, and to 
the bal.mce of naval power throughout 
the whole world. 
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CHAPTER LXXVIIL 

more fighting round port ARTHUR — THE BEGINNING OF THE END — NEGOTIATIONS 
FOR CAPITULATION — HISTORIC MEETING OF DELEGATES — TERMS OF SURRENDER — 
THE FORTRESS FALLS — PRISONERS AND SPOILS — NOGI A\D STOESSEL — DEPARTURE 
OF THE RUSSIANS — VICTORS AND VANQUISHED — STRIKLNG CONTRAST — REJOICINGS 
AT TOKIO. 

T he New Year opened vith a brisk the afternoon. Meanwhile sharp fightingf 
renewal of the operations ag'ainst in the direction of Pig"eon Bay iiad re- 

the remaining" g"reat forts. For reasons suited in the steady progress of the Jap- 

which will immediately be apparent, there anese rig"ht. 

is no need to enter closely into the de- On January ist, too, a proclamation 
tails of these attacks, but it may be re- was issued over the sig-nature of Admiral 

corded that in the course of Januarj’^ ist Tog"o diminishing" the extent of the Port 

the Japanese left and centre operated Arthur blockade. The new blockade line 

vig^orously ag'ainst Wangf-tai — not the was to beg"in at the south head of Ta- 

fort of that name in the I-tzu-shan g"roup, lien-wan, and run in a north-westerly 

but another to the east of Sung"-shu-shan direction, clearing" Dalny to the south 

— and, skilfully taking" advantag'e of the head of South Buy. It had ciidcntly 

accompan} ing" bombardment, pushed been intended to open Dalny gradually 

home their charg"e, and captured the fort to foreign shipping, but the naial as veil 

and four guns between three and four in as militarj" situation was on the point of 
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I’cnt Attlttu in;iy hr roitflmird uith ;i 
htirf rri'rt riu r to a numhrr of CAplo.sjoij;. 
which tool; 5>tarr iti ihr fod^ on j;intiajv 
^nt! ft tun '-hotily afti-r inhhtii'ht ttntl! a 
littlr }>;isi sjoon. It was afjrrwarrh, fotjnil 
that lltr Iviissitins wi-rr now hri'innino to 
blow lip thrir tnaipi/inrs prior tf> futtlur 
fvaruation.'., a wliolc'.alr »!( “.! rii' i ion hi* 
t}yti:uu!i<' .ah.o i.ihhiff (tl.o'i' arnofu' the 

.shij)'. in the harhour. 'I'o (hr apprtt- 
(ifiati* an*oin(>anitnrnt of the /'lootny rr- 
vorlhaations ransrd hy thrsn l•^p!osion^, 
the eKistriu’r of INnt Arthur as a Ivussi;in 
stronoiiohi was hnrryin/^ to a rlo.^-r. 

On tlio monunij of jamiarv isi ;i trtr- 
I^ram was rcrcivrd at St. I’rtrrshiiii^' from 
General Stoossrl in which, acrordinif t() 
Reuter ’.s .Aqcney, In; i^ave an aorount of 
the loss of Sunf4'-.shu-shan, and added : — 
“ The greater part of the eastern front 
i.s in the hands of the Japanese. \\’c 
shall not be able to hold our new positions 
lontj, and when they fall we shall have to 
capitul.'ito. 

“ But every thins^ is in the hands of 
God. \Vc have suffered orcat losses. 
Two rcpmcntal commanders, Gandourine 
and ScmcnolT, arc wounded, the hero 
Gandourine very i,*-ricvoii.sly. The com- 
mander of No. 3 Fort, Captain Scredoff, 
perished in the explosion. 

“ Great Sovereign ! Forgive ! We 
have done all that was humanly possible. 
Judge us, but be merciful. Eleven 
months of ceaseless fighting have ex- 
hausted our strength. A quarter only of 
the defenders, and one-half of these in- 
valids, occupy twenty-seven versts of 
fortifications wdthout support, and -with- 
out intervals for even the briefest repose. 
The men are reduced to shadow's.” 


/ :sso ./APAiXEsh: 1 1 v/a>. 

1 ill’ I’wnt.s ol January ist deepened 
fifnrr.'il .S'loi’s.M-i’.s despondency and 
h.isicni’d tile lin.'il step. .\{ g p.ni. on 
that d.ite General .Nogi received a letter 
from General .Stoessel, which ran as fol- 
lows : - 

” t oiisidering the ct)nditi()n.s within the 
belligi’ient area the further rc.sist.'incc of 
J’ori .Nrthiir is tiseless. Therefore, in 
order to .'(Void needless waste of life, I 
<ie>.ire to open tiegoti.'itions for the cvacu- 
.ation of the fortress'. If your lixccllcncy 
agrei’s, f fieg- vfm (o .appoint defegates, 
and to indicate :i jilace whitiier I also 
may send delegates to discuss terms and 
ifetails of ev.acuation. ” 

.Aecording to liie Y'tiruy correspondent 
.at 'rokio, this letter was dated December 
3tst. whieh would indicate that it was 
written before the aI)ove-c|UOtcd telegram 
to the 'I'sar. 'riie point, however, is im- 
ni.aterial as regards practical results, and 
is only interesting as .an example of the 
discrepancies which duster round great 
historir.’il episodes of whicli one would 
have thought the details would be forth- 
coming with photographic accuracy. 

'Fo Cicncrnl Stoes.scl's missive General 
Nogi replied : — ” I have the honour to 
express assent to your Excellency’s pro- 
posal to hold a conference with refer- 
ence to the terms and details of the 
evacuation of the fortress, for w'hich pur- 
pose I liave appointed as delegate M.ajor- 
Gcncral Ijicht, Chief of the StafT, to 
w’hom are attached certain staff officers 
and secretaries. They will meet dele- 
gates from your army at noon of January 
and at Shui-shi-ying. The delegates of 
both sides should be invested wuth pleni- 
potentiary authority to conclude an agree- 
ment for the evacuation of the fortress, 
wdiich should become operative immedi- 
atelv upon signature without avvaiting 
ratification. These plenipotentiary cred- 
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entnls, attested by the Commander in- 
chief of each side, uill be exchanged 

Having despatched this replj, General 
Nogi telegraphed to Tokio what had oc 
curred, and received from Field Marsh d 
\amagata a prompt acknowledgment, 
in which the following striking passage 
occurred — 

‘ When I reported to the Emperor 
General Stoessel s proposal to evacuate 
the fortiess, his Majestj expressed high 
appieciation of the lo}alt} and endurance 
displajed by General Stoessel on behalf 
of his country, and desired that all the 
honours of war should be extended to 
him ” 

Of the meeting of the delegates to dis- 
cuss the conditions of the capitulation 
a deeply interesting account was fur 
nished by the correspondent of the Ttma 
with the Japanese Army before Port 
Arthur This account, published on 
March ist, we shall now proceed to Ia> 
under contribution as affording a stand 
ard description of a historic episode 
Unfortunatelj, as the correspondent him 
self complained, the scene was not one 
which lent itself to picturesque dcscr^p 
tion, and there was nothing in it of such 
a dramatic nature from the spectator s 
standpoint as was afforded for instance 
bj the epoch making capitulation after 
Sedan 

The meeting of the delegates took place 
at the village of Shui shi )ing, the name 
of which has so often figured in the pre 
ceding narrative It lies ncarlv due 
north of the town of Port Arthur, and the 
house at which the delegates met was a 
rude thatched hut in the centre of the vil 
lage, with a large open ♦•pace before 
it forming a sort of village green 
Hither came about one o clock the 
Uussian parhmentatres^ consisting of 
Colonel Reiss Chief of the Staff 


to Gcncr d Stoessel, three other colonels, 
the ciptain of the Rdvtsauy I leuten mt 
Maltschcnko, and a midshipman who 
spoke English The part) was attended 
bv an escort of i non commissioned 
officer and eight Cossacks, one of whom 
carried a long pole with a square of or- 
dinarv linen as a flag of truce 

The weather was perfect, the finest 
daj , it w as remarked, m the w hole course 
of the siege and, as a suspension of 
hostilities had been arranged, the open 
space in front of tlie house of peace was 
soon thronged with eager onlookers 
Inside the house the Japanese delegates 
had been for some time awaiting the 
arrival of the Russian parlj Thej were 
General Ijichi, Chief of the Staff to 
General \ogi, ^IaJor \ amaoka an ex- 
cellent Russian scholar, Captain Tsunoda, 
Mr Iwamura clerk in the I orcign Office, 
Dr \riga a celebrated international law- 
ver, and several official interpreters 
When the Russian parltmtnlaxrti arrived 
tbej immcdiatciv passed into the house, 
leaving the escort outside, and the pro- 
ceedings began behind the closed doors 
Meanwhile on the sunlit open patch in 
front of the house an interesting scene 
was being enacted Mention Ins alrc idv 
been made of the Cossack bearing- tin. 
Russian fiag of truce Seated with 1 is 
comrades on a little bank be was joincrJ 
bv a Japincsc cavalrv trooper holding 
T similar pole with a similar square of 
linen I vervone took his cue from 
these two soldiers, and the utmost good 
nature was written on the child like faces 
of the Japanese privates, and on the fur 
countenances of the broad shouldered, 
well set up Coss icks who showed no 
sign of hardship or privation as thev met 
the garc of their adversaries and com- 
mented on tlicir appearance, frequentiv 
indulging in Iiu^htcr as <ome ^K^inl in 
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the dress or the bearing of the Mikado’s 
soldiers struck them as comical. The 
Japanese soldier also apparently found 
something irresistibly funny in the Cos- 
sacks, and so the afternoon passed in 
much good-humoured chaff, from which 
all trace of animosity was absent. A 
mile tO' the south of the meeting-place 


valley 200 yards in width separated the 
combatants. To the west the Russians 
still remained in full possession of their 
forts, those which had not been attacked 
during the siege. ’ ’ 

Inside the house the negotiations were 
being carried on, it is interesting to note, 
in English, “ with occasional asides in 
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USELESS FOR THE FIGHT : THE SUNKEN POBIEDA AND PALLADA IN HARBOUR OF PORT ARTHUR. 


one’s eye rested on the late scene of 
strife, only finished at 2 o’clock that very 
morning, on Shojusan still smoking ; on 
the grim escarpment of Nilusan, the em- 
bodiment of determined defence succumb- 
ing to the repeated assaults of soldiers 
who knew not defeat ; on the other bilks 
and forts swarming with black-coated 
J apanese soldiers ; while on the ridges be- 
yond, the Russians came out for the first 
time from their trenches, and a narrow 


Russian.” There were some fluent Eng- 
lish scholars among the Japanese, but on 
the Russian side the only capable inter- 
preter was the middy, who is probably 
the youngest commissioned officer who 
has ever assisted so importantly at such 
a tremendous function. The proceeding 
commenced with the presentation of the 
Japanese terms, General Ijichi stating 
that thev were absolute, but that he and 
his colleagues would be glad to consider 
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jn\ suppcstion*; the Russnns mijjht ln\c occurred to break the monotonj I ires 
to make I ht Russnns asked for sc\cnl broke out in a anous parts of the town, 
prnilcfjcs, as for instance tint thej and General Ijichi pointed out to Colonel 
might take thtir horses, but these were Kciss that this was a gross breach of the 
ncccssarih refused 1 hree separate con- terms of the armistice The Colonel >m 
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fcrcncts took pi ict and tin. crowd wait mciliatcU wrote a note to General *?!ocs 
mg ontsilt began to feci some needless scl and came himself to the outside of 
apprehensions lest hitches of a serious the cottage to deliver it to an orderlv, 

nature Inti taken place with orders to carre it as fast as possible 

\t * -o in the afternoon writes the to Siocsscl I acli Cossnek entering I’ort 
Ttr" t ctirrespondent a little incident Arthur had to be accomp inicd b\ a Jap- 
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nntcrnis, Go\crnmcnt huildinjjs, objects 
owned b\ Go\crnmcnt, horses, warshjps 
^nd otiicr ships including their contents 
excepting priv'itc propcrti, shiU be left 
in their present positions, and com- 
missioners of the Russian and Japanese 
armies shall decide as to the method of 
thtir transfer 

“ Article 7 The Japanese arm>, con 
sidcring the gallant resistance offered b} 
the Russian armj honourable, will permit 
the officers of the Russian arms and na\>, 
as well as the officials belonging thereto, 
to carrj their swords, and take with them 
private propert) directly nccessarj for 
the maintenance of life The prcMousl> 
mentioned officers officials, and \oIun- 
teers, who will sign a written parole 
pledging their word that the> will not 
take arms, and will in no wise take action 
contrarj to the interests of the Japanese 
arm> until the close of the war, will re 
ccuc the consent of the Japanese arm> to 
return to their countr) I ach militar> 
and naval officer will be allowed one ser- 
vant, such servant to be spcciallj released 
on signing his parok 

*' Article 8 Non-conimissioncd officers 
and privates of both the armj and mv> 
and of volunteers shall wear their uni 
forms, and, taking their portable tents 
and nccessarv private propertv, and com 
manded b) their respective officers, shall 
assemble at such place as mav be in 
dicatcd bv the Japanese armv The Jap- 
anese Commissioners vmII indicate tin. 
neccssarv det ids for this 

" Article 9 The Sanitarv Corps and 
accountants belonging to the Russian 
armv and mvv slnll be retained bv the 
Japanese wink their S(.r\icts ire iktmcd 
neecssarv for the purpose of caring for 
the sick and wounded prisoners During 
Piich lime siieh corps ire requirctl to 
render screict* under the dirertiaa of the 
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Sanitarv Corps and accountants of the 
Japanese irmj 

Article lo The treatment to be ac- 
corded to residents, the transfer of books 
and documents relating to municipal id 
ministration and finance, and also the 
detailed files neccssar) for the enforce 
ment of the provisions of this compact, 
shall be embodied in a supplcmcntarv 
compact, the supplement to have the 
same force as this compact 

* Article X i One copj each of this 
compact shall be prepared bj the J ipan 
esc and Russian armies, and shall have 
immediate effect upon signature 

After the signature of the agreement 
the delegates immediately fraternised and 
sat down to dinner logclhcr in a verv 
fricmll) spirit It was a little unfor- 
tunate tint the information now volun- 
teered b> General Stocsscl s Chief ol the 
Staff as to the desperate stmts to which 
the garrison had been reduced should 
have afterwards been found vvildtv m 
accurate, but doubtless it served some 
present purpose m enhancing the respect 
of the Japanese for their late antagonists, 
and thus promoting the cordiality of a 
very remarkable gathering 
The celebration of their great triumph 
which tool place among the troops of tlit 
investing armv, was in itself a ciiriositv 
It lasted two hours, was over before mid 
night, and the next morning not a trace 
of the festivities could be seen Ikit 
during the tv\o Iiours in question the en- 
thusiasm is dtscribevl as intense ‘ I ires 
v\crc lit on cverv hill along the crest of 
the Russian positions, and for miks in 
the rear of the irm\ tlits*. }>c icons 
marked the silt of sonic post m the com- 
missnrnt camp Kotind these fires the 
soldiers congregatetl and slioutcil ihsm- 
sclvts hoarse, singing palriolic yo'-^s, 
uttering ‘ Innrais ’ ns thr\ fsrr<l 
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and danced round the flames. If you 
happened to be an Englishman or an 
American you would be sure of a great 
reception, and the soldiers would insist 
on your joining in their festivities and 
drinking their sa/ii, which that night was 
freely served out to the troops. To a 
spectator standing on one of the numer- 
ous hills, the country presented an extra- 
ordinary spectacle, for it was lit up for 
over twenty miles with innumerable fires, 
looking more like some great city half 
hidden by mist than open plains and hills. 
The shouts of ‘ banzai ’ resounded from 
every side, for, as one camp uttered the 
national war cry, it would be taken up 
all along the line, until it became lost 
miles to the west, almost in Pigeon Bay.” 

On the following day — January 3rd — 
a transference of I-tzu-shan and other 
forts took place as a guarantee of capitu- 
lation, and the Japanese forthwith began 
to take steps for the maintenance of 
order in the captured fortress. It was 
at once discovered that, while there was 
no urgent scarcity of provisions, there 
was a total absence of medical neces- 
saries. The Japanese speedily set to 
work to supply this deficiency, and to 
give all possible succour to the sick and 
wounded. 

In this connection an incident took 
place which, although it had a some- 
what unfortunate ending, deserves to be 
recorded as an instance of British good- 
feeling. Acting on his own responsibil- 
ity, Admiral Sir Gerard Noel, the Com- 
mander-in-chief of the British China 
Squadron, on hearing of the fall of Port 
Arthur promptly despatched from Wei- 
hai-wei the cruiser Andromeda with sup- 
plies, medical appliances, and comforts 
for the Russian sick and wounded. In 
the ship were carried two surgeons and 
nearly the entire staff of the Government 


hospital, 80 tons of stores, including 350 
beds, and 100,000 lbs. of provisions. By 
some inadvertence the Tokio authorities 
were not duly advised of the despatch 
of the Andromeda on this humane mis- 
sion, and when she arrived at her destina- 
tion she was refused admittance, and not 
even allowed to anchor in the neighbour- 
hood, on the ground that she might run 
risks from mines. This refusal caused 
some soreness, but was diplomatically ex- 
plained, and none but pleasant memories 
need be retained of this striking instance 
of the impartial generosity of the British 
Navy, which elicited from the Russians 
a warm expression of grateful apprecia- 
tion. 

A number of Japanese prisoners were 
found in Port Arthur, and released by 
their comrades amid scenes of great en- 
thusiasm. Some of these were soldiers 
who had been captured during the recent 
sorties of the garrison, but others hnd 
been imprisoned for months, being blue- 
jackets who had been unable to regain 
their ships during the early attempts 
to block the harbour. There was special 
joy over the recovery of these men, who 
were believed to have been drowned or 
killed. 

We shall examine presently the con- 
dition of the Russian ships in the harbour 
after the attempts made by the Russians 
to destroy them, but meanwhile it may be 
mentioned that General Stoessel’s action 
in blowing up the ships, after offering to 
surrender, was warmly condemned by the 
Japanese Press. In Japanese naval 
circles, on the contrary, the opinion was 
freely expressed that the action, if not 
morally justifiable, was quite natural, and 
Avould have been taken by Japanese 
officers In similar circumstances. It 
may be added, on the authority of a 
Daily Mail corre.spondent, that, so far 
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from cxliibitinp 'in) resentment m conse- 
quence of this proceeding, t!jc Japanese, 
on Janunr) 3 rd, paid n smtjuWrK hand- 
some tribute to the Port \rthur fjarrison 


caped to Kno-chau On J inuar) 3 rd, 
sa)S Mr Norrejjard, four more de- 
stroNcrs — which b\ the terms of the capil 
ul ition, were now Japanese propertj — left 
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bi a!fowin,j st\cral of their «I^stro^crs 
to c<capi Tour nf thiNt craft had al- 
read\ };ot aw i\ during the nitjht of Janu- 
'»r% i<t to Chi fu where thc^ were di^ 
armed, and two torpctlivlKials had cs- 


Port \rthur their rhpariurc beinf; 
known and ol>'-cr\cd tiN the JapancM: 
licet Tlic J ipanc‘‘t Ni\% would not 
mo\c ajjiinst ihim or itiimpt to stop 
llicm, word ln\in,; from ship to 
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ship that, in consideration of the braver)’- 
the Russians had shown, the boats were 
to be allowed to escape.” 

The flag- of the Rising- Sun now floated 
over Port Arthur, and the captors were 
able at their leisure to count their 
prisoners and reckon up their spoils. To 
their surprise they found the number of 
the former far in excess of what even 
Colonel Reiss, IMajor-General Stoessel’s 
Chief of the Staff, had led them to expect 
by his statement after the signature of 
the capitulation agreement. Excluding 
some 15,000 wounded, and about 4,000 
non-combatants — many of whom were 
volunteers — no fewer than S78 officers and 
23,491 men were afterwards found to be 
within the fortress. Of these eight were 
generals, four admirals, while there Avere 
57 colonels and majors, and about 100 
naval captains and commanders. 

When the list of captures had been 
completed it was found that 59 permanent 
forts and other works had surrendered. 
There were 54 large guns taken, 149 of 
medium, and 343 of small calibre, with 
over So, 000 rounds of gun ammunition. 
Among other spoils were some 35,000 
rifles, over 2,000,000 rounds of rifle am- 
munition, and nearly 2,000 horses. 

Special interest was, of course, at- 
tached to the ships found in the harbour, 
of Avhich the official return was as fol- 
lows : — Battleships, 4 (excluding the 
Sevastopol, Avhich was entirely sunk) ; 
cruisers, 2 ; gunboats and destroyers, 14 ; 
steamers, 10 ; steam launches, 8 ; various 
vessels, 12. All of these were sunk or 
injured, but there Avere 35 additional 
steam launches Avhich could be repaired. 
In A'ieAV of the extraordinary significance 
of anA' possible addition to the NaA'y of 
Japan, the folloAving special account of 
the condition of the ships, AA'hich Avas 
published in the Times, is deserving of at- 


tentive study. According to this valuable 
authority, the Sevastopol Avas sunk in 
AA’ater 150 feet deep, and there Avas no 
hope of raising her. 

The Rcivisan Avas terriblv damaged 
aboA'e and beloAA'. Her superstructure 
Avas riddled Avith shell, and her turrets 
had been bloAvn up. Her deck Avas 
visible at loAv tide. 

The Pobieda had a heaA-)’ list to star- 
board. Her masts Avere broken short, 
and hanging over the side. She Avas 
much damaged beloAV and burnt aboA'e. 

The Rcivisan and the Pobieda had suf- 
fered more than any of the other ships, 
and both appeared unfit for further use. 

The Pcresvici Avas slightly damaged be- 
loAV. The superstructure and the funnels 
Avere much injured, and both fighting 
tops Avere gone. 

The Poltava Avas the least damaged 
both aboA-e and beloAv. 

Both these tAVo vessels could easily be 
refloated. 

The Pallada and Bayan were apparently 
not seriously damaged, and could be re- 
floated. 

With the exception of the Rcivisan, the 
ships were not much damaged by shell 
fire. Their main armour had hard!}" been 
pierced, and their conning tOAA’ers Avere 
intact except Avhere they had been burnt ; 
the hoAA’itzer shells had inflicted only 
slight damage. 

Three days before the capitulation the 
ships had been set on fire Avith kerosene 
oil, and mines had been exploded along- 
side. 

To sum up, there Avas hope that the 
Peresviet, Poltava, Pallada, and Bayan 
might be saA-ed at great expense, but the 
difficulties AA-ould be very great, as there 
Avas no dock for the battleships. The 
case of the Rcivisan Avas considered hope- 
less, that of the Pobieda was doubtful. 
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As rcfjuds nrnnmcnt, llic turret jjuns 
1 m (1 ill been (Itstrovcd In t\pIosion be- 
fore the surrender Some of the j:iins 
of the sceo^d^r^ nrm unent were int ict, 
ind most of the simll j^uns lutl been rc- 
ino\ed to the forts 

I he Kussi ms st itcd tint the I Icct wns 
tinfit for further sersice after the cn^nije 
ment on Au|fust loth Con! hnd been 
nhundnnt, nnd hnd been used to protect 
the decks nj; iinst howitzer shell On the 
capture of Kojushnn, the ships were sunk 
b\ opening*’ their sluices in order to pro 
tect them from the Japanese fire 

I he reference to the abundance of co il 
IS quite at \arjince with the reports of 
searcit\ which re ichcd Chi fu at earlier 
stajjes of the siege It is said tint there 
were 70,000 tons in the dockyard alone, 
including more than 33,000 tons of 
Cnrdi/T coal in the large coal sheds \t 
the same time it is quite possible tint 
it one time the suppU ran somewhil 
short, md tint the later sufficicncj was 
due to the persistent blockade runners 
who would Inrdl) ha\c been encouraged 
to run such risks if there had all along 
been ample coal in the dock\ard and 
fortress for both m^^l and militar% re 
quircmcnts 

The illusion to the absence of a dock 
for the rep ur of llic battleships also needs 
some c\plan ition It appears tint the 
Uussnns had ingcniousb blockcil the 
great drv dock at Port Arthur before sur- 
rendering Tiicj had towed the tr ms- 
port Amur inside the dfKk, where thee 
blew her up The \csscl turnetl turtle, 
md sink with her hull Inng across the 
dock Tlie dock gate was (hen bhmn up 

It was found tint the stones of 
scarcite of proeisions inside the fortress 
had hiH n strangele exaggerated ** Tliere 
was nnipl- food *' saes a xere high 
attlmrus nfi^r rlosc personal inxtstigi- 


tion, “for three months, c\cn if we as 
sume tint the supplies would not he re 
picnislied h\ junks from the nninlmd ’ 
One large building in the Naval Dock 
\ard cont lined 6,000 tons of flour, md 
mans private stores were full of pro 
Visions 

Of the dam igc to the buildings some 
intcicsting del ids were given b\ Dr 
George Morrison the famous Peking 
correspondent of the I lines, who knows 
Port Arthur well, md who visited the 
captured fortress immcdntch ifter the 
surrender He s n s Pr ictic illv no 
buildings in the whole of t ic New Town 
arc injured, nor Ins m\ injurv been tlonc 
to the fine barracks in Torpedo Ilav 
No buildings from the dockvard eastward 
to the sea have been d im igcd The 
Japanese, with tt'c luiminitv, directed 
their fire on the docks, workshops, and 
ships in the harbour, wasting little am- 
munition on the buddings It is true 
tint the Old Town between the eastern 
end of the raduav md the engineer s 
residence and the creek were subjected to 
a severe bombardment but, even m the 
midst of the destruction, Clirksons 
ofliccs and other buddings rem unccl 
inbitable Onlv two shots struck the 
\ iccrov s house, inflieling trifling 
damage, while one shell exploJed nc ir 
the church General SmirnofT s and 
General Slocssel s residences, and nnnj 
others round about arc cntirch uninjurcil 
Pncticallv no damage 1 ns been inflicted 
on anv of the large buddings On the 
road to the racecourse there was mtu h 
destruction, espe''i ilK it the end of ihc 
street which leads to the quiv, and m 
which the offices of the ^<rI hrni irt 
Miogether the number of dan igi<I build 
ings IS so small t<ptxi div the numlnr of 
inhabiteei buddings tint tin m rccsx of 
ll e Japanese fire cot Id not Invr Ixen ibr 
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reason for surn-ndiT, Many butldini;^ 
arc inarkt'd with the Red ('ro.ss : hm in 
only one <*uultl I !ind any ap)>r«H'iahl.- 
<l:una.t,0', t!ie lin^phal uhieh is in an <'X“ 
posed position al)ov<' tin* railway, and in 
a diret't line with the doeUvani, heinu 
slrnrk by oiu* shell. Sltnies about the 
Red Cross i>uildin.ijs beinir wreetced bv 
Japanese lire are admitted by reputalde 
residents to be pure f.ibrieations sj)reaf! 
to excite sympathy.” 

We need not now p.ause i<i <-xatnine the 
rather mixed sentin'.ents which were 
aronseil when it became evidciU that I’ort 
Arthur, at the lime of its surrender, w.as 
by no me:ms in such straits as regards 
dcfcnder.s, provisions, fuel, .-md shelt<‘r 
as liad been im.a^ined. I'or the present 
it i.s .suilicient to say that ow January .jth 
the work of l.akini^ over the property in- 
side the fortress was enetfxetically con- 
tinued, and prep.'ir.'itions made for clear- 
ing the mines as soon as the Russian 
mine-charts sliould he handed over. 

h was very typical of Japanese fore- 
thoug’ht that tlnus early Gener.'d No,”i 
should have been enabled to contemplate 
seriously the repair of the h.'ittcred forti- 
fications of Port Arthur. It transpired 
that for months past .ag'cnts had been at 
work recruiting; an army of Chinese 
coolies for this purpose, ^^'lst quantities 
of timber and cement had Ijccn accu- 
mulated on the Yalu, and steel plates and 
other manufactured material vvas being; 
held in readiness in Japan. “ What we 
have we’ll hold ” was clearly the new 
view regarding; Port Arthur among those 
into whose hands it had fallen for a 
second time, and, although any attempt 
on the part of Russia to regain possession 
of the stronghold seemed a rather remote 
contingency, the Japanese plans provided 
not only for re-fortification, but also for 
a renewal of the stores of ammunition. 


fund, and mcdic.'d .supplies on a scale 
.suflicituil to last the new garrison for 
year.s. 

On J.'inu.'iry 5ih a meeting took place 
between Generals Xogi and Stocsscl, a 
meeting whiclg in a sense, was historic, 
hut the record of which it is not easy 
to invc.st with ,'iil the dignity that could 
he desired. 'J’he place chosen was the 
rude hut in Sluii-.shi-ying where the 
capitulation had been arr.'mgcd, a build- 
ing romantically dc.'-ignatcd in some ac- 
wnuits ” Plum Tree Cottage.” By mis- 
take General Sloessel was before his time, 
.and was receivefl on arrival by a junior 
ollicer. lie had tiashed up mounted on 
a i)c.autiftd grey .\rab. and attended by 
his Chief of the .Staff, two other officers, 
and a .sm.all Cossack e.scort. A big man 
with heavy features and a masterful air, 
he was dressed iit fidl uniform, and he 
and his officers made a brilliant patch of 
colour as they renudned on horseback 
awaiting General .Vogi's arrival. Ihe 
latter having been summoned by tele- 
phone, c.amc up at the trot on a bay waler 
accompanied by General Ijichi and three 
other officers, and preceded by a couple 
of troopers. The first personal encounter 
of the two generals who had for months 
been eng.'iged in such a constant conflict 
was interesting. *' They at once,” says 
the Express correspondent, “ raised their 
hands in a ceremonious salute. There 
was the slightest moment of hesitation, 
as if each general wondered whether the 
other desired to shake hands. Then, 
with a smile, General Nogi alighted from 
his horse, and General Stoessel dis- 
mounted also. They walked to the cot- 
tage, chatting easily together, and at 
the rude doorway General Nogi politely 
gave precedence to his opponent.” 

In the one bare room of the hut, the 
walls of which had been roughly papered 
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whh jap.iiu ' f I'.fv, ‘.papt ! s, shr aoif fiitni* 
tutf o| a i.ihli' ;infi a fi-u 

\ ii'itiia j he lim pnifrafs ni>v/ 

«i'nl .shai'.r hand'., (*i'iU’!al 
that !u' a^. pn»t;d t<» di) vo v. ith sindj a 

pallant soldii-r. .\fl<r \ariiitn. animtsir*. 
ttrsu ial N'opi M at! lUr tch jjtain lnijn the 
lanpfjor «>( japan, in v. hirlj hf had in«-n 
<»!<h :rd to trnat (ina ral Stocsv* ) niih ail 
possthi*- hniuui!, an«i .‘•aid tiiat in nonM-- 

oj thi'' in<’''*'ai,M' tin* Ku‘'‘'ian 
«>riii'<T> liad !>r(’n aiiound to \’.far their 
r-'Aol'ds, (ienetal Stoes..el e\prevsed 
,1,'ratiliuh' to the Mikado for tluis j-avisit: 
the honour of his fatnily. llis tlescend' 
ants ^'.oultl appre(-iate tlie thotit,ditfit! 
kiudnes.s of tlie Miltado, d iie .same was 
true of his oiiieel-s. He also expressed 
Ills ^ratitude for the th‘,spal<'h of a me.s- 
sarje to the Tsar, and the transmission of 
Itis Majesty's reply, whieh ran as fol- 
lows 

“ 1 allow e.'ieh oilicor to profit hv the 
Will-merited priviletje to rettirn t(i Russia 
under tiie ohiioation not to take part in 
the pre.sent war, or they may share the 
destinies of their mc'n. I tliank you and 
the brave ijarrison for your o.-dlanl de- 
fence. " 

.\fter compliments on tlic bravery of the 
Russian and Japanese soldiers had been 
passed and reciprocated. General Stoes- 
sel condoled with General Xoq-i on the 
loss of Jus two son.s. General Xo.tji re- 
plied : " One .son gave his life at Xan- 
sban, the other on 203 .Metre Hill. Roth 
these were positions of the greatest im- 
portance to the Japanese army. I am 
glad that the sacrifice of my sons’ lives 
was made at the capture of such import- 
ant positions, as I feel that the sacrifice 
has not been made in vain. Their lives 
were as nothing compared with the ob- 
jects sought.” 

General Stoessel now asked if he might 


picsi'Ui his charger (o General Xogi as a 
token of apfHceialion, bu! the latter rc- 
fjfii fl that, as he considered all tlie horses 
of the g.'irri.son to be the property of 
jajian, he could not accept this gift. He 
promised, however, that wlicn the 
charger was hantieri over it should be 
treated with speci.d consideration out of 
respect for its former g.dkint owner. He 
Went on to liesire th;it Genend .‘stnc.s.sel 
slionld remain in residencf? at J’ort .Arthur 
miti! arr.'mgemenls were completed for 
bis return he liaving' given bis parole — 
to Russia. X'arious otiier exprc.ssion.s of 
eordial good-feeling were exchanged, 
and. after lunebeon at which the two 
Gieiierals .sat together, a group plioto- 
gr.aph was taken, and General Stocs.scI 
Hide liaek to I’ort .Arthur, 

While tliese interesting loken.s of 
newlv-born nmitv were being given and 

j. ^ . 

received, the exmlus of l!ic Russian gar- 
rison from Port .Arthur was taking place, 
tile prisoners being removed in balchc.s 
to a village called Lahutse close to 
Pigeon Ray, where they were given 
tempiirary accommodation until proper 
arrangements could lie made to convey 
them (o Dalny, and thence to Japan, On 
January 7th a first instalment wa.s 
marclicd from Lahutse to the railway 
station at Cherashi, some fifteen mile.s 
distant. Of thi.s march and the subse- 
quent entraining some notable descrip- 
tions arc available, but none finer than 
that of the same Times correspondent lo- 
whom we arc indebted above for details 
concerning the signing of the capitulation 
agreement. 

” Wonderfully picturesque,” he .says, 

” was the appearance of the procession of 
prisoners along the high roads. Firstcarae 
some officers, some mounted, and others 
trudging along carrying their swords. 
The officers were all splendidly dressed,, 
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nnd looktd, in tlitir light blue ovcrcmls 
nnd pittnt Ic ithcr boots, ns if thc\ Ind 
come olT nn Lmperor s pnr ide, nthcr 
Xlnn jusi InMog gone through n Mcgc 
of SIX months As for the soldiers, 
Ihtir clothes, nnd cspccnlK ihcir boots, 
were in poor condition, nnd nnnj wore 
Chinese costumes nnd sheepskin conis, 
but phjsienlK the} ippcnrcd m excellent 
condition, nnd m the best of hcnltb 
Nc\cr were prisoners more lightK 
guarded At intcrenls m the column, 
r using n cloud of dust as it passed along, 
)oii could catch a glimpse of a few little 
klnki-cl id figures, with red blankets on 
tlieir b icks, and carrjmg rifles, appar- 
cnll} swallowed up in the dense column 
of Russians 'Ihcse t\crc the soldiers 
sent With the prisoners to guard against 
an> attempt to escape It seemed almost 
corniLal to see these fgw Japanese sol 
ditrs guarding these thousands of Rus 
snns but the latter, although the) could 
have scattered all over the countrv, knew 
pcrftctlv well that to leave the peninsula 
was an impossihihtj, and were therefore 
content to vv ilk along to their prison m 
J ip in not, for the most part, dis^atis- 
fivd With the change m their lot 

Perhaps the most disagreeable part of 
the journev for them was when tlie\ 
p is‘‘Ctl through the streets of the Chinese 
village’s, and heard the jeering remarks of 
the Clnnise , for, the last time thej had 
pis'-cti ih it wav, thev Ind passed as a 
rttn iting, hut not is a defeated!, armv, 
and Were stiU masters \o\s the spell 
w iN broken, the glorv had departed from 
tlum and the Chmamnn unable to pre- 
serve the «nl for himself, at least wis 
nn going to miss the oppurlunitv of 
having I laii„h at the expen-c of tbove 
"h) hid eo ruthlessly nude themselves 
htv rnstt-rs Tlie Chinese were enjov- 
» ’g a few rJivj, of conpantivc freedom 


4 ?! 

between the exit of tlie one Government 
and ibe install ition of the next 

\ camp was formed at Chenshi 
stvtton, and here the prisoners were 
housed, pending the arrival of the trains 
to convc} tlicm to D ilnj Here, dso, 
was food served out to them with no 
stinting hand, each soldier having as 
manv tins of meat and as manv packages 
of arm} biscuits as he could possiblv de- 
sire \n were apparcntl} in excellent 
humour, and none seemed to feel their 
positions ver} keen!} The ofiiccrs 
paraded the plitforms smoking cig ir- 
ettes and joking as if the surrender of the 
strongest fortress ever known was 
nothing but an cvcr}da} event Tins 
callousness of the Russian ofiiccrs to the 
disgraceful viefeat their counlr} hvl suf- 
fcrcvl has been the most marked feature 
of the surrender, and perhaps explains 
belter than an} thing else the reasons for 
tint defeat 

But at least some credit was due to the 
ofiiccrs v'ho look part m this humil iting 
performance The} Ind elected to go 
into imprisonment with their men nthcr 
than give their parole and return to Kus 
sn, and both in Russia and Japan this 
conception of dut} was warmlv ap 
plaudcd General Stocssel, as we have 
alrcad) seen, had alrcad} given Ins 
parole, and his example was followed 
b} about 400 officers, most of whom also 
were entrained at Chenshi for Dilnv on 
Januarv 12th \\ ilh them were a number 
of women and children a few officers’ 
wives, the families of some of tlie 
civiliins and non-commissionc<l ofTcers, 
and a number of maids " One poor 
woman bid three childrin to l(x>k aflc-r, 
one onlv a few months old , thev wvre 
crving, and too much for J cr to manage , 
but no helping hanil was I cl I out to I rr 
bv the crowd of ofTk-rrs whose privati >as 
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5.1u' ii;u! '•(> hr;i\oh i)ariio. Thoy 
nnd tho) l;fik<.'d, tiiov brushed hv her. 
;tnd look not tiie >lycbte.st notice. 'I'hcn 
it uns tii.'it the Ivi!»i;in .soldier .showed 
lti> -superiority :is a i^entieinan to lli^ 
othcer, as lie Iiad ><) often done ;i.s- a sol- 
dier in the field. One dirty ill-kenipf 
man, a humble peasant, perhaps unable 
to read, went up and took one of the 
children in his arms, and kept him until 
the train moved off. This is only one 
little incident, but there were many more 
like it in this truly miserable scene." 

For in man}- ways it was a miserable 
scene, indeed, more particularly as re- 
gards the behaviour of the officers, 
which, it was evident, aroused the keen- 
est feeling;s of disg'ust and contempt in 
the minds of their captors. They strutted 
about the platform, and received the 
polite assistance of the Japanese officers 


in -sortittg- their bagfg-age and arranging- 
their efiects with an arrogance so ut- 
terly out of place that the s}-mpathy ol 
the onlookers evaporated into an irri- 
tated conviction that any such kindly feel- 
ing- would be wasted on men so strangely 
forgetful of their true position. 

.\mong those who w-ere to travel to 
Dalny by this particular train were 
General and Madame Stoessel, the latter 
accompanied by five children whose 
fathers had been killed during- the siege, 
and whom she and the General had 
adopted. Every sort of respect was paid 
to General Stoessel by the Japanese 
present, but it w'as noticed that the salu- 
tations of the Russians present were none 
too cordial. As he w as making his way 
to his carriage the General caught sight 
of a little g-roup of Russian soldiers. He 
turned tow-ards them and offered his hand 



to one Tilt men %scrc cunou<U imrc- 
sponsixc Posscssinij not the <ili£rlttc’'t 
rif'ord for their Gcncnl, ^nd, totnlK un- 
'icciKtomctl to he <ilnkcn h\ tlic Innd, 
theN menh on his fncndlx nd 

With T look of min^kd nwc nnd 
‘;iiipuht\ Stotss'’! turned on his heel 
»n<l vntcrtd the trim 

Hun tKCurnd n '•cine which tho«c 
who wltnl,^^«.d it will nc\cr forj,tt, nnd 
'mH i\i.r rcnu.mht.r with slnmt ind iliv- 
kn'-t l\in third-cliss CTrrn^e** ire 
nrec on the O dn% Pori \rthur line, 
om hu to hi. contint to mike the 
,mirnt.\ m opi n triu ks , hiit on thin om- 
*•» n tliiri wns n v d v>n for ''toivv 1 with 
I fi w ctrrn^iN fir wonun nml ihddrin 
Dirixih tin. («iniril nnd his wift hid 
I nil rcnl il r tr on ont * Npi-cloil to Mt. the 
wi rn ihiltlnn KmI f« rw ird i-d ns- 
M'lcnl into tic rti tuning \ icnnt sons. 


hut no, the crowd of j^tnenN md ofli ers 
pushed forw irtl nnd entered the cir 
n i^cs, pushinj; p ivt the women nnd 
children without pi'inj; the elit^htcM re* 
jjnrtl to them Soon e\er\ sm^'le cir- 
ri itjc \Ms picked with these pcntlemcn, 
md the women iml children were lift on 
the plitform sitting; on their uit 

The Indian ilion of e\cre forcifjntr pre 
sent, md c\er\ J ip irest uis insnntK 
irouscd h\ this 1 ist cvluhition of cillous- 
ness iml hrut ihie rhc\ tre it tlu-ir 
women like so mine heists w is tlu 
comment of one Some of the stiii«»i 
olTiei ils nnd Jipinesi oflcirs inltreenid 
ind tssisicel the helplis<; nns into tie 
most empt\ of the op n trueks, which 
wen ilreide nt irh full of tlu olTcifs 
scrvmts, who t iktn^ the ce fr<»m their 
misters wtri not }..oin4 to w iit for |t e 
women md cluJdren to he scjtcd fr\‘ 


nisroKY or mr ncsso-japamcse war. 


St'ttti’ (if lilf udMjrn fdtiiul III llic 

Ituck'., hilc! tnit!i;lf(f with tiir diitv sn). 
(ilcrv ciiiii thr of iln* ojilmi. jn 

ihe rMo;;!(5 iM! ri;)!;cs, <ln(' limtiliful 

uidtnv V. iio.c iuokand li.ni hfcn kIili-(! in 
the ,'’h!;(’, V. hoM' M!\ nppi.n ;nu'c our 
%V(itiI(j it.ivc ifio'.ii^ht uus;h{ (kivc niois^-d 
a sp,i!i; of (lonuant jpilhuUiy in tfu- 
!ut':i-'l of oin- of the "r^ai k- cito'-en v, ar- 
t’toi.s, v..e- IfiS V. aiulermi' afioiit, and 
wotild haxe !ni’''ied the ti.iin Is. id not 
ticacraf N’osti'a .\.lkC,. f'apsam Mat- 
Miada, clrai'ed osit >.<inse of tlsc soidicta 
:ind foisnd room for h>-c in a Uuid:. 

“ 'I'iseti. wiili a List whistle, the train 
jno\f(! .‘douly off, e;iri_\lnt;' v.ith it thn 
Iriie ('.'tu.so of Kits'iia'.s downfall in the 
l‘ar haisl, and K'a\ 11154 -soatnl on the plat* 
form, to aw. lit for lionrs tiie ariival of 
the m-\t titiin, thv majority of the women 
and children. It w.-is ;t nii.scridde .scene, 
and dissipated the last renv.sinino feeliu”’ 
of rt't^rct for the misfortunes of the 14 ar* 
rison, ” 

It is a relief in tsirn from this se.athinjt; 
account of a dis.m'acefni episode to the 
much more plea.stuU r'onlemplation of the 
allitnde of the l.apanesn in victory. .At- 
tention lias tdrcadv been drawn to in- 
dividual acts of coiirto.sy .and considera- 
tion, and it now remain.s to chronicle a 
crowninjif piece of forbearance on the part 
of General Nn<4i towards a foe who would 
certainly have behaved very dilTercntly in 
similar circumstances. It has been men- 
tioned that General Stoesscl took train 
for Dalny on January lelb, and no allu- 
sion htis yet been made to any formal 
entry of the conquering" army into Port 
Arthur, for the simple reason that General 
Nogi deferred this proceeding until the 


d.'iy after fiem'r:d Stne.s.sel's departure 
out of .sheer deference to Ku.s.sian sus- 
ceptibilities. h'ew more .striking in- 
stances of m.'ignanimily arc on record, 
ami the world will not readily forget the 
contrast between Japan and Rti.s.sia at 
thi-v moment of well-e.arned triumph on 
the oite part, and well-de.servcd humilia- 
tion on the other. 

In another ehajiter we .shall give the 
story of the entry into and occupation of 
port .\rthur, together with .some remarks 
on the changed .situation .and the opinion 
of the outside world on the surrender and 
it-, (amse'iuetice.s. But it seems appro- 
pi i.ite to eonehule now with an allusion 
to the rejoieings in Tokio, and to the 
kos<’vlpt issued by the hhnpcror of Japan 
on January 7th, llitinking General Xogi 
and the 'I’hird .\riny, and .Admiral Togo 
and the rnmhincd h'leel, for their services 
in the eapture. or rather, recapture, of 
I’ort .Arthur. Of the jubil.'ition .at Tokio 
it is stdlicient to say that festivities wcic 
already in progress before the actual 
surrender, owing to the return of .Admiral 
Togo, whose task had come to an end in 
the destruction of the Ru.ssian ships by 
the fire from 203 Metre Hill. The news 
of the final fall of Port Arthur naturally 
aroused a fresh burst of rejoicing, and so 
for a week the Japanese capital was 
ablaze with joyous enthusiasm. The 
celebration terminated fitly on the day of 
the Emperor’s Rescript, the closing 
episode being a banquet given to 500 of 
those who had been wounded before Port 
Arthur, but had recovered sufficiently to 
permit of their removal from the hospitals 
for the purpose of being publicly ieted 
by their admiring fellow-countrymen. 



455 


CIIVPTFR IWIX 

jMwi'ir I vria INTO ro! T aitjuk — a ^oT\nl^ iKocts'siov — Tiir KAtsrr nrrorxTrs 

VOOI AM) STOI SSII — lOKIIGS OMNIONS ON TUI TAI I OF THF 1 ORTUl SS — TUF 
MU ‘^JTUATION — U \S SLRRINDH JLSTII II iP — 01 IMON IN — A TRlIlUTF 

I I OM Tin TS\1 


G 1 ORIOLS simriN weather marked 
the formal cntr\ of Genera! \oRi s 
Arms into I’ort Arthur on Januarj 13th 
Hut It sliould be understood that the 
c\tnl w IS iniprcssnc more from the 
sentimental tinn from the spcctacul ir 
St uulpoint In particular the entr) must 
be ducsted in the mind of the reader 
from nin idea lint it was a triumphal 
one of the sort commonl) associated 
with a decisive viclorv, or the return o( 
the troops after a long- and harassing 
t impugn The Japanese themselves re 
cognised the doubtful propnetv of in 
diilging in mv such olTicial dtmonstra 
lion while the war was still in progress 
and the m iin armj in Manchuria was 
still bv no means assured of complete 
s icccss Again, there were practical 
difTicultics in the wa> of holding a rcall> 
comprehensive review of all the verv 
mimtroiis troops which had t ikcn part in 
the sKgt Necordingh, what reallv took 
pi ict on Jamnrv 13th was a procession, 
oni moriovcr, rcstricUd to rvprtscnta 
live dtt ichn cnis each infantrv regiment 
vtnding a c<»mpinv, each civalrv regi 
meat a tro< p each artilkrv brigade a 
billers lilt tru cinracter of the div- 
jliv was ompinsi id bv nn interesting 
dit 111 nnt~d bv the 1 tr i co'fc pondent 
* 1 \en tbe connn s in ii ir ins to 
wl 1 c 1 >t In I f lltn SOI c of ih most 
ard IS lid nlsji i rf ihc m* I dm 
gen -s wiirk — lie fs> IV vi”^ of d iH 


supplies to the figbting line dong ri ads 
fuliv cNposcd to the artilkrv fire of the 
encmj— were not forgotten, and the 
little carts, unloaded, from cverv co n- 
missariat train, if tlicv looked soicwlnl 
incongruous alongside the other troons, 
thoroughlv deserved their plaic in the 
procession 

The represent itivc del ichments par- 
'*dcd at JO a m on the road Ic uhng into 
the cilv, and an hour later the column, 
headed b> General Nogi who w is it 
tended bv his Si iff the I ortign \tt lehcs, 
and the bind m irclicd slivvlv through 
the streets of tlic citv and of the new 
town, winch lies to the west of the 
harbour, until an open spice in front of 
the harbour was reached Here Genera! 
\ogi and Ins t)\tour<i%( to ik their pi ices 
at a siliiting point, and the tlctarhments 
marched past m order of divisiim! 
numbers, the ist, 7II1 9tli nnd nth 
Divisions, follov eel bv the two indepen- 
dent reserve brig ides from Ke>b Tlic 
spectators were comparTtivclv few m 
number Ilesieks the I orti^n \tt ich s 
there were onlv the rem nmng inh ilnt- 
ants of Port \rtlnir d a feu heli'*'-, 
moMlv nur O', fro n tin vliU crowe*'^ 
lin pit iK 

There wns nolhmg verv slowv,'* 
writes llu eorrc'pond nt nh »v ep lc<l, 

ah 'ut P i> re V I v\, there w »>. in ! 1 ovt 
entire lb ence of t 1 i r, ii d t* i i mc 
was h t *is p-H r as < c c 1! c« * 1 - 
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rortabiy stand ; tlic salutes were often 
badly g-iven, and many of the troops had 
apparently for£>-ottcn their drill, as such 
a lonq- time had elapsed since it had been 
required. The efforts made by the 
stubborn little infantrymen to conquer 
once more the intricacies of the German 
goose-step were often ludicrous, as also 
v\fere their endeavours to heep in line and 
to march in step. Their uniforms were 
not up to much, and sadly in need of 
repair, their boots were very worn, and 
even their rifles not very clean. The 
regimental buglers, who had been 
ordered to attend in full strength, also 
made sad noises in entire conflict with 
the efforts of the band, which got on the 
nerves of the Chief of Staff, General 
Ijichi, who often left his post to stop the 
discord. But, in spite of these defects, 
did ever anyone see a spectacle which 
impressed them more or even so much? 

I certainly never did, and the absence of 
parade effect, so essential in times of 


peace, only served to emphasise the hard- 
ships and exigencies of war, and showed 
up on a finer background what these men 
had just accomplished and what they had 
gone through during the past fiye 
months. ” 

The ist Division was led by Lieutenant- 
General Matsumara, and consisted of 
representatives from the ist, 2nd, 3rd, 
and 15th Regiments. It was followed by 
detachments from the 25th, 26th, 27th 
and 28th Regiments, constituting the 7th 
Division, under command of Lieutenant- 
General Osaka, with whom was Major- 
General Saito, of Metre Range renown. 
Next came the famous 9th Division, 
some of the colours of which had been 
so badly worn in the constant fighting 
that they had recently been replaced, 
while the remainder were the most 
tattered of all that went by the saluting 
point. The commander of this Division 
was Lieutenant-General Baron Oshima, 
one of the most popular fighting leaders 
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in ihc Japanese Arms. The DKivion 
coniisttd of the oth and iSih Hr 5 j;adts, 
llic former made up of the ylh :md 35lh 
Ue}i«nicnts, and led h\ Major-General 
Ichinojc, described as the real hero of 
the ‘'icp:e, one who went into the finn" 
line uith his men .ind remained al\\a\s 
well to the front e\cn at the tr\ing times 
when the Kussinns were makinjj the most 
desperate efforts to rejjam lost positions. 
'Ihe nth ni\ision marched past with 
General Samcjim.i at their head. Men- 
tion was made on paijc 414 of the present 
\o1umc of this fine \ctcran in connection 
with the capture of \orth Chi-huan-shan 
(December 18th), on which occasion 
he led the assault in person, (icnc- 
ral Samejima had succeeded General 
Tsuchaja, the former commander, who 
had been scNcrcU wounded. The Divi- 
sion consisted of the lith, s^nd, 43rd, 


and 44th Rcjjiments, but the two first 
had been practicallv wiped out b) losses 
incurred in constant direct attacks upon 
the stronjjcst positions. 

.\ftcr the review (icneral Xo'»i with 
the Staff, the 1 oreijjn .\ttachts, .ill the 
mounted officers, and the correspondent, 
passed throiifjh the town, haltinjj for 
lunch at General Stoessel’s former ofiicial 
residence. Ihc latter mav well have 
been t'raleful to be spared participation 
in a function so terminated, and one to 
which, perhaps, no more appropn.itc re- 
flection could applv th.m siC iramxt gloria ’ 
The formal entrv into Port \rthur w.is 
followed b) a memorial service for the 
dead, at which General \oi;i vv.ts present 
and paid a t^lowint; tribute to the devo- 
tion of those who had fallen during the 
siege ■* Death or victorv,” bad been, 
he said, their guiding principle, and he 
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himself desired to share the honour of 
victory with the spirits of those who had 
died in order to achieve success. 

Intercourse with the remaining inhabit- 
ants of Port Arthur now began to reveal 
certain features of the siege to which 
g'uardcd allusion has already been made 
in this narrative, but which from this 
point onward may be discussed with 
greater freedom. In the first place it is 
necessary to emphasise the painful cer- 
tainty that although conspicuous heroism 
was exhibited possibly by the majority 
of the garrison, the behaviour of a large 
number was such as to deprive the 
defence of much of the glory with which 
it should have been surrounded. 

As already stated, the naval officers 
were distinguished by drunkenness and 
incapacity, complete demoralisation 
having set in after the death of the 
gallant Makaroff. Many of the military 
officers, too, were useless, applying for 
leaA’^e on days when there were attacks, 
and leaving sergeants to do their work 
for them. It goes without saying that 
such shameful performances reflected 
the gravest discredit not only on the 
worthless cowards themselves, but on the 
superior officers who permitted such '• 
gross shrinking from honourable duties. 

It Is not easy to discriminate among 
the recriminations, the assertions, the 
charges, and the excuses, which were 
forthcoming in rank abundance shortly 
after the conclusion of the siege. But 
a piece of credible, because impartial, 
evidence is forthcoming in the shape of a 
communication from one of the Russian 
Admirals who was taken and remained a 
prisoner, to Reuter’s correspondent at 
Tokio. Very eloquently did this Ad- 
miral expatiate upon the gallant part 
which, as previously indicated in Chapter 
LXXVI., is known to have been played 


by General Kondratchenko throughout 
the operations. 

“ General Kondratchenko, until he fell, 
was the life and soul of the defence. 
Further, he possessed in large measure 
the qualities of a peacemaker. He inter- 
vened in all cases where divisions arose 
in the garrison, eloquently pleading that 
the cause of the Tsar and the needs of 
the defence must have priority above all 
private differences. His ceaseless energy, 
patience, and courage won the confidence 
of the higher officers of the Army and 
Navy, as well as of the rank and file, and, 
fortunately for the defenders, he was able 
largely to direct the policy of the defence. 
General Stoessel left much to him, and 
the officers of the Navy recognised him 
as the one man capable of reconciling the 
discordant elements. Day and night 
Kondratchenko visited every portion of 
the positions, constantly risking his life. 
He was our inspiration. No Russian 
need be ashamed of the defence made by 
the garrison while Kondratchenko lived.” 

But of the end the Russian Admiral 
spoke very bitterly. It was, he said, 
worse than a mistake, it was a disgrace. 

If Kondratchenko had been alive the 
fortress would have held out for months 
longer, since he was the only man whose 
tremendous earnestness influenced Gene- 
ral Stoessel. The Admiral declared that 
there was enough food and ammunition 
for another month at least. He pro- 
ceeded to give an account of the Council 
of War held on December 29th, at which 
the first proposal to surrender was made. 
‘‘For nearly two weeks it was known to 
the officers through the gossiping of 
General Stoessel ’s servants that the 
Commander-in-Chief and his Chief of 
Staff, General Reiss, were preparing to 
surrender. The soldiers were aware of 
what was coming, and, brave as they 
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were, the knowledge destrojed their 
cnthusi.isni. A Council of \V.»r was 
held three dajs before the capitulation, 
lwcnt\-two higher olTicers of the Armj 
and Xa\% being present. General 
Sloessel represented to the Council that 
if the place was taken bj assaull there 
would be fighting in the streets, and 
possiblj a massacre. He referred to the 


amf fell, and how the men \iewid theii 
surrender, will all be k'nown l.iter, but 1 
sa> now, and I belie\c th.il the majoritv 
of the olheers of the garrison will suppoil 
me, that it was a disgrace tt) Utissl.i." 

As a matter of fact, unpleasant iiwela- 
tions had alread> been m.ide of the 
l>clu\iour of the Kussian soldiers on 
hearing of the surrender. Disgr.tccfiil 
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women and children of the garrison, and 
Said h' thought it was their dutv to a\oid 
such a p^jssibilitj. In spUc of the com- 
mrd'r's arguments, onU three ofTictrs, 
Gt— tr.d Ktlss and two others, also on 
‘.p/jV'c in favour of capituintion 
Gf-n'-'-al SifK-ssi^I's note to General Xogi 
vltho^t v.irnipg, and to saj vc 
v/'f in idcqualtS 

s*.,*c of mind on h'^iring of i*. after 
|i/. exp'f s<./-d b\ the majo*’h> 

of 1*^/- C>r„nm! \\ h..t th^ o^'-ers «^aid 


scenes were enacted, the nifn brr iking 
into the \%arehouses and Idling in 

complete defiance of their offiri rs. J rom 
one sto-e 5,000 bottles of this [K/tent 
Russian spirit were seized, and di‘gust« 
ing orgies at onre irxjk pficr- in tb*' 
streets, the resellers bong joined hy ih' 
troops sent to quell th'* disturb 
Artillerj d»*stro\e'd their guns, and in- 
fantrs th-c- t*''ir ri'^'s and ammuoili'/'i 
into the h srbour, sbo_tI''g lh.,t th*- 
fo'lrt's liad Iz-z-n gl\e'n a'*as, 

\ 
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It is onl}' fair to General vSlocsscl to 
say that the statements of the capacity 
of Port Arthur to hold out much long-er 
were qualified by others drawing- atten- 
tion to very g-ravc drawbacks. Further 
reference will be made to this mailer 
later, but in the meantime it must not be 
forg-otten that the g-arrison were terribly 
disheartened not only by the death of 
Kondratchenko but also by the receding- 
prospect of relief. When hope of a 
rescue by Kuropatkin had disappeared, 
there were many who for a long- time 
daily expected the arrival of the Raltic 
Fleet, and it was even said that several 
Russian soldiers were killed on the hill- 
tops while looking vainly for the squad- 
ron from home which was to put a 
glorious end to their present hard.ships. 

As to provisions there was certainly 
plenty of flour and a quantity of tinned 
meals in the private stores, to say 
nothing- of nearly 2,000 horses, out of 
which the garrison, profiting by the 
example set at Ladysmith, might have 
produced up-to-date preparations in the 
way of sausages and “ chevril,” Avithout 
being reduced to coarser styles of hippo- 
phag-y. But there must have been some 
scarcity, since towards the end of the 
siege a chicken fetched a goose 
and a pig There Avas no milk and 

there Avere no vegetables, and the absence 
of the latter caused a raging outbreak of 
scurvy, Avith Avhich the doctors found it 
impossible to cojDe successful!}'. There 
seems no question as to the graA'c 
deficiency of medical supplies, and it Avas 
said that at the end the Avounded had to 
be bandaged Avith dressing obtained by 
unraA-elling- cables. 

As to the ammunition, some generous 
alloAA'ances need to be made. Taa-o and a 
quarter million rounds of rifle ammunition 
was really not more than AA-ould haA-c 


availed the entire fighting force at Fort 
Aithur for a single important action. 
Again, as to shells, the Japanese them- 
sc1a-cs shot aAvay more shells in each of 
the tAvo battles of Liao-yang and the 
Sha-ho than Avere found in the fortress, 
and both shells and rifle ammunition must 
have been so scattered that it would have 
been dilTicult for General Stoessel to 
obtain an exact return. Also it may 
be urged by the Russian officers after 
the surrender that much of the ammuni- 
tion that Avas surrendered Avas of little 
use, as it did not fit some of the more 
important guns, the supply of cartridges 
for which had been quite exhausted. 

Whether General Stoessel Avas or Avas 
not premature in his capitulation, he Avas 
destined to receive, in common Avilh his 
ad\'crsary, a particular mark of dis- 
tinction at the hands of a A'ery important 
critic of military performances. The 
German Emperor, Avho, it Avill be re- 
membered, conferred the order of the 
Black Eagle upon Lord Roberts at the 
time of the South African Avar, Avas 
prompt to mark the close of the siege of 
Port Arthur b}' a characteristic acknoAV- 
ledgmcnt of the militaiy A'irtues of the 
protagonists. To the Tsar at Tsarkoe 
Selo the Kaiser telegraphed as folloAvs ;■ — 

“ The defence of Port Arthur Avill ever 
remain an example for the soldiers of all 
nations. I'he hero Avho commanded your 
troops is admired by the AA’hole Avorld, and 
especially in my Army, and by me. In 
order to give expression to our S3-mpathy 
and admiration for General Stoessel and 
his gallant troops, I hope to have your 
consent Avhen I confer upon him our 
highest military distinction, the Order 
‘Pour le Merite’ founded by Frederick 
the Great. I intend to bestOAV the same 
tribute of honour upon his gallant adver- 
sary, General Nogi.” 
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THL KMSLRS DECORATION 

To the Mikedo the Ketscr «ircd — Mhen I confer upon Genenl '.’ogi, ns nn 
“ The siege nnd cnptiirc of Port Arthur outunrd token of mj ndniirntion, the 
hue enhibilrd Genenl linron Aogi ns n highest Priissinn militnrr distinction, the 
gilhnt ind skilful lender whose heroic Order ‘Pour le Mcrite, which wns 
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jii.st lu deny even to tin- < nrntt.-. of ‘ th,* 
fiiriully :m(i aliirrl iKifion ' a liihiito «)f 
flank ailmitaiioii. h is ifuircd,” this 
saim- I’o! u s|>f>!ul('nt v. ml oa jo nt)s>-r\«'. 
*' not tkf Im*.! NinyMilai tratuu* of tliK ia 
many v.ay*. most ^•^{)aol<iina^ v uar that 
it lias not * 'a-jtj'fJ tanatioaf pat tisanvfiip 


OSSO . /. / A 1XJCSI7 nv; A 

a day iclfu'^rams ^ivitiLf news from the 
seat of war xvere posted in tiie Casino. 
1 hey were reatl in silenre. Officers and 
ei\ilians, as .also priests, of whom there 
v,eie a larire number, scanned the grave 
intefligence fiom the Far Fast with 
li.itflly any eomment. and therefore I am 



liosi-iitl nh 

mi;n' or Tin; jai'antm; grit nivisio.v awaiting Tiieiu tckn in the '• thirtv-mixute " trench. 


anywhere. After llic first engagements 
had been fotiglil, and the emotion caused 
in France by the one-.sided version of the 
sinking of Ru.ssian ship.s at Port .'\rt!uir 
had subsided, the French watched the 
war, if not with indifference, at all events 
with nothing more than conceivable in- 
terest for their allies. I was at Vichy 
this summer during the exciting battle of 
Liao-yang. There were people there 
from all parts of France, and four times 


little surprised to find there is nothing 
like excitement at the fall of Port 
Arthur.” 

The comments of important papers like 
tlic 2'ciups, the Sii'ch, and the Journal 
contained some shrewd and accurately 
prophetic estimates of the results of the 
surrender. The Temps was prompt and 
clear in its statement that the Russians 
would never recover Port Arthur without 
previously recovering the supremacy of 


cnAMp\G\n AND sntLLS: orricERS’ conmvialitv 
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the sea. M. Comely, writing in the 
Si tele, anticipated an ine\dtable reaction 
upon the domestic situation in Russia. 
Ihe convulsions, he hinted, might even 
be such that the Tsar would need all his 
armies at home. Such a frank statement 
from a French pen was not without a 
peculiar significance. The Journal, like 
the Temps, emphasised the difficult}'- 
which the Russians would experience in 
dislodging the Japanese from this new 
base as long as the latter retained com- 
mand of the sea. While recognising the 
advantages secured by Japan, which 
would now be able to concentrate her 
attention upon Kuropatkin’s Army, the 
Journal still nourished hopes of a Russian 
triumph, and added, “ If, as we firmly 
hope, the friendly and allied nation issues 
victorious from this severe trial, it must 
not forget the heroes of Port Arthur, 
whose self-sacrifice will ha\'e prepared 
that revenge. ’ ’ 

The German Press was somewhat 
academic in its reflections upon the fate 
of Port Arthur, and the opinions of 
military experts as to whether Japan had 
been justified in locking up so many of 
the troops in order to secure the capture 
of the fortress were permitted to crowd 
the columns of the papers to the partial 
exclusion of broader and more practical 
views. Still, it was frankly recognised 
that the capture of Port Arthur was a 
great moral and material success, and 
here and there was observable a renewed 
tinge of apprehension lest German in- 
terests in the Far East might not suffer 
throLip-h the masterful manner in which 

O 

Japan had regained possession of a 
stronghold almost inconveniently adjacent 
to the cherished centre of German in- 
terests in the Far East, Kiao-chau. 

There was little else in the European 
Press of striking commentary on the new 


situation. But a characteristically stron 
note of satisfaction was sounded i 
America, which, indeed, had a special 
right to speak freely on the subject of 
Port Arthur, since she had never failed to 
express the strongest opinion on the con- 
duct of Russia, France, and Germany in 
robbing Japan nine years before of the 
fruits of her victory over China. For the 
rest, the people of the United States took 
it for granted that Japan would keep Port 
Arthur for all time, and they were con- 
tent, in the interests of peace, to have it 
so. But, putting' Tsardom, in other 
words “irresponsible despotism,” aside, 
there Avas no want of sympathy with 
Russia as a great Power and a great 
people, and genuine anxiety Avas felt lest 
the continuance of a disastrous struggle 
in Manchuria might noAv lead to Avorsc 
disaster in St. Petersburg, 

It Avould have been fortunate for Russia 
if the loss of Port Arthur had no more 
damaging effect upon her prestige than 
Avas indicated in the Press of Europe and 
America. But it goes Avithout saying 
that far more real detriment Avas done 1o 
her as a World PoAver by the influence 
AA'hich the surrender had upon the 
numerous peoples Avith Avhich Russia 
directly or indirectly came into contact by 
reason of her expansion in Asia. 

The effect in China Avas, it is needless 
to say, immediate. The native Chinese 
Press may not, according to Western 
ideas, SAvay the minds of the nation to 
any remarkable extent, and, CA'en Avith 
such a proof of Russian inferiority before 
them, the Chinese editors did not think 
fit to expatiate upon the Aveakness of a 
PoAA'er Avhich had made itself unpleasantly 
felt throughout the Celestial kingdom in 
the past, AA-as still A'ery much in evidence, 
and might again be able to render the 
liA'cs of pig-tailed journalists — never 
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\cr\ ‘.icurc— tvtrcmcK p^^.c^rlOU‘; Ihc 
' noic ' of ilic Chinese Press %\ is 
iLcordmiih cnuiious Ihc fill of Port 
\rtliur w IS held to dcmoiistr ilc not the 
uc ikncss of Russii but the strength of 
J ip m, ind Cliin i w is urged to follow m 
the J ipnncse footsteps 'uid to become 
tqui’h j,rcit Other stnws showed 
which wn\ the wind blew \t Sh ingh 11, 
for mst ince, the locd Chinese ofiicnls 
sud(knl\ took i firm st md in reg ird to 
the imirdtr of i Chin mnn b\ i Russi m 
s iilor, ind lhe\ c\Ln went so fir is to 
dmnnd the surrender of the solors 
iinphc ittd in order tint thc\ might be 
tried b\ i spc.cnl Chinese court ' The 
istonislimcnt of the Kussnn consul it 
tins tlcmind must hi\c been msiructixc 
to WUiHss 

Hut Russn loons lir^c in \st uu. con* 
nations outside the sphere of her in 
liKsts in Chini, md fir besond the 
cireks rciched b\ tbc qu unt little sheets 
which nprcscni niti\c journ ihsm in the 
I 1st 

1 hroii},houl Indn, cspcti dK northern 
Jndn It soon bet imc known lint, in 
uUhli >n to prcMOiK rc\crsos which 
inif'lit !n\c bten iccounttd for b\ un 
pnpindnc's, Russii hid just bc^n com 
ptlkd In nnm force to gi\c up 1 fortress 
denned iniprigniblc md defended b\ 1 
nunu rolls irm> i strong fleet, md nuns 
^nnv \nd who were those who hid 
m idt the Ooroos ” s icU up this might\ 
pine of irms-* \ot the one while 
pcs pit CO npir ible With Russn not onK 
m t.ri itntss jnt| power but iKo m 
•‘in^uhr e ipicilv to fund the nitions of 
tl c 1 1st t I jis ^v,H I ind 

t i^httlt* f)oroos this lesson but the 
J I nrsr \ nnlil fi\c \cirs i^o no 
‘ "cl iji * possihU, T fLu h 

f«l v-p n„h vs less knowNUt h d exer 
1 n tl , f 


Wlnt wonder if the tidings of tins 
mirxellous Inppcning crept swiftlj ilong 
the Indim bordcrl ind md crossed the 
frontiei , proxoking hoirsc comment 
imong the f iii ities in the K ibul bi7nrs 
rcccixed with wonderment in the plcismt 
Persi in \illoxs, md wifted northwiid 
until in Bokhiri, md Mere , md Khi\ 1 
It bccime known tint the m\stefious 
Jipinesc hid dealt 1 terrible blow igiinst 
the might) Power which Ind so long md 
so issidiiousl) courted the friendliness of 
the \mcer md the Sinh, ind h id 
brought into such complete subjection the 
strongest klnnites of Ccnlnl \sn, the 
wildest tribes of liirkcstm 
Ibc comments of \si iiics on the 
fill of Port Arthur were, niturilU, 
CMggcntcd, while it is InrdU too much 
to si> tint spelling gencnlK, Conti 
ncntil criticism, it m) rile wis either 
pirtnl or narrow minded The re il 
effect of this great c\ent upon tlic cam- 
paign m i\ be said to ho about midw ij 
between these two estimates since, in 
truth it was oqu ills remote from the 
mmhil ition assumed bj the one and the 
peaceful anticipations of the other Port 
\rlluir m the hands of Japan continued 
to be, IS it Ind been in the hands of 
Russi I of f ir greater n i\ al than military 
importance 

TJie fall of the fortress rclc is«d some 
60000 to ^0000 Japanese troops while 
il added not 1 m in nor i gun to the 
forces under Kuropitkin md could not 
but luxe 1 monl effect upon hts ilrcidx 
somewhat dishcirtencd legions Ihit 
none the less the news of the capituHlion 
must haxc come to Kuropitkin as a dis 
tincl reluf StntcgicalK speaking, he 
XX is -slrddx freed from an% real rtsponsi- 
liilitx IS rcgirds Port \rtlmr He h i<l 
luen pressed ig iinst his better judgment 
to ittempt to ruse the siei^t, and he bad 
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'1 h.il v uftloi I im.ili’. .iiifl, oi fomst'. 

Kill Dj). akin kiH-w \\«-It tii.it in in.in\ p.nt'' 
o{ Ku'-si I lu- would he hi.inu'cl for wli.it 
h.id (K'cunod, Htil (ikUMnii*.! h;noI>cen 
some roinpL'ns.iiion in llu* thou.uht tii.il 
the pioldeni hefoie liiin w.i’. one to whteii 
he could now ”i\e undivided .'itlention. 
As lonq; as Poil Ailhur Iiad lield out he 
had I)oen compelled to lake it, at any rate 
sentimentally, into .account. Xow it had 
t^onc theie was an end to that cmbaira5s- 


.cuk elsko'aAi hi foald not hut 
«• icp-f e.tm a? oJ .'5,fro brave 

^ ' dda ' *' bh »f, p iii'rt!, it is 

' ' .a this juu, su,'-.' .ss!( li 

• " £' ‘o ^ it *',,dd {‘>5 h.r.r a 

■' ‘ ’ ; p 1 ! f-'s ( <uat!iis-,,jri it. 

• K ' <\ 'I . •**1 r eofru ^ t<') he 

‘ f l-'v - .o,d r't p.t sina.i'ih. the 

f ’ ' • "/(• . a . ;k,. {.d! of I’orl 


Aithur fiom the Japanese and Jvussian 
standpoints does not present anv striking: 
diveijtence. 'Ihe Japanese had <;ot what 
Ihcv wanted, but the price fhev Jnad paid 
had been extiemely heavy, exactly how 
iieavy it is not e.asv to compute. I'or it 
must alwavs be a cpicstion whether, if the 
Japanese had hcen content merely to 
blockade Pot t At thur, they could not hav c 
.smashed Kuropatkin before he had lime 
to obtain such substantial reinforcements 
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.ns lie iliil cscnunllv obt iin and midc classical csaniplo of llic v as in ssllicli the 
mine ur less Rood use of. Then Port saloc of a fortress nns be arlirici.dly 
.\rtbur and \hdnostok too mittht base indited by sentiment on the part of the 
been worried or started into submission att.ackcrs as tt ell as on tint of the defence. 



TUL Of CO>{>LrsT TIIL *fC£\C AFTl-R AN ATrACN tfos TKE COCKSCOTfC fORT 

/ j Jj-tfc/ rf jV a p-Ajf cn I * !;• 1 1) Hr FrtJen k | il icrs 


t'llli tert little didictiltt, assuminj; that Prom the natal point of lictt, of 
Japan Ind remained misters .It sea course, a tot.alli dilTeront set of con- 

^ u (<; Nnfi..flcd wnh the birijnm M<^cr^t^on‘; comes into force. With the 

' niunllv ‘tvurctl, tln'c Is not much commTnd of tlic sct. Port Artluir is a 

J »ri tn he lid on tile Subject, but to stronijlmUl indeed. ItvassOjiupothctl- 

»* ■m' ji nj ) .->)u 71 ^ ihit here was a ciIK, to Russia at ilic commencement 
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of (lu* war, and attain have become 

so at a much later period if the Russian 
Naw had iir>t shanu'fiiliy neglected its 
duly. Jf, even after japan had tem- 
porarily asserted her naval suprctnacy, 
the Russian h'leet at I’oii Arthur had 
been h.andied solely with a view to 
cripplinef the Japanese liattleships. the 
importance of the phu'e mie'ht have even 
l)een intensiried. l-'or, on llte subsef|uenl 
arrival of the Baltic l-‘leel, whic’h miifht 
then have been rendered possible, th.e 
valiii' of such a na\al base to Russia 
would have been incahadable. But (he 
Rtissian h'ieet at Port .\rthur, save for 
Makaroff, nev('r had a man over it who 
could rise to the situation. X’itoft's 
heart failed him at a critical moment, 
Uhtomsky exhibited what coidd only bo 
politely descri!)ed as excess of priuience, 
and one by one the ships of the Port 
Arthur I'di-el were either sunk, or were 
disarmed at ncutr.a! ports, or fell into 
Japanese hands, .and .all this with little or 
no damag'e to ti\c mival strens^'th of 
j;»pan. 

It is not dilllcult to be wise .after the 
event, but even in Russia there were wise 
heads in which the conviction was stronij 
Ih.al Port Arthur sliould have been 
abandoned when once it was clear that, 
temporarily at any rate, the naval s’amc 
was “ up,” Had a rc.ally resolute effort 
been made to evacuate Port Arthur at a 
comparatively cai'ly date there is no ques- 
tion that a certain proportion of both 
ships and men would have been saved, 
and that the chances of reg'aining" posses- 
sion of the fortress, chances which were 
quite ethereal at the time of the actual 
surrender, would have substantially im- 
proved. 

Into the question whether the sui'- 
render was a discreditable one it is not 
necessary to enter judicially, if only for 


the icason Ih.al hci'c the que.slion i.s one 
!.ar”’ely of nation.al sentiment, The 
duration of a sicq-e, like the plan of a 
ramp.ai.tj-n, cannot alw.avs be g-aug-cd with 
a<-curacy by strict military rules, and 
many will be disposed to agree with the 
Japanese that, taking everything into 
consideration, (icncral Slocsscl deserved 
far more praise than blame. The indict- 
ment formulated by Dr. Morrison, the 
Peking correspondent of the Times, 
wijose memorable dc.spalch headed ” Dis- 
creditable Surrender ” created such a 
painful sensation .some three weeks after 
the surrender, wa.s a formidable one. It 
ended with these .scathing words : — 

” All accounls agree in condemning 
Ciencral .Slocsscl, who, if he had not been 
checked lyv the re.solulion of General 
Kondratchenko, would have capitulated 
weeks before. .All accounts agree in 
condemning' the majority of the Russian 
oHiccrs, uho had more fear of the failure 
of other comforts ih.an of ammunition. 
.All accounts praise the courage of the 
Russian rank and file, who were in too 
many cases shamefully commanded by 
llicir oHicers. All accounts agree that no 
man who ever held a responsible com- 
mand less deserved the title of hero than 
General Slocsscl. 

” Those who have witnessed the condi- 
tion of the fortress, contrasting the evi- 
dence of their eyes with the astounding 
misrepresentation of General Stocsse!, 
had their sympathy turned into derision, 
believing that no more discreditable sur- 
render has been recorded in hi.story. 

“ Had the Kaiser waited until he had 
received the reports of the German and 
other military attaches, he could ne^'er 
have conferred the Order ‘ Pour le 
Merite ' upon General StoesseJ.” 

This is a hard saying, and coming 
from the pen of an acute and brilliant 
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critic, wlio himself Ind underjfonc the 
perils of n sicijc nt VckmKS it is enlitkd 
JO cvcr\ respect But it is impossible to 
deprive Gcncnl Slocssel of oil the credit 
of whit w IS unqucstiomblj i grc'it 
leluevcmcnt A sic^i, nnj be *» trtmen 
ddus sir iin upon the nerves nnd resources 
of i commindcr, even if he his not to 
cope with stirvitum ind his siill 1 few 
rounds of immunition left The ordeil 
to which I’ori \rthur wis subjected hid 
hid no piT ihcl in historv , if we t vkc into 
combined iccount the ilirmin" vigour of 
the opcntions ijjiinst the hirbour, the 
iwful mtcnsit) of the irttller> fire, md 
the fnntic furj of the mfintrj issiuUs 
U IS vis> to driw scornful pictvircs of 
untouched buildings ind well filled ccllirs 
of clnmpigne, but i ooo men in hos« 
pit il constitute in themselves i driwbqcl 
of no common seriousness, md one which 
the severest critics of poor Gencnl 
^locssef seemed to trcit vvitli smgiilir 
tcMlv, if not complete forgetfulness 
On the subject of the ictinl surrender 
the citdencc ilrcidj quoted of one of the 
Russi in idmiriU miv be regirded bv 
some IS even more dimmng thin Dr 
Morrisww s scornful dntnbc But Ivctc 
fg tin 1 few p(cis miv be entered on be 
hiU of one who did not ictuillv cipitiilitc 
until he hid gone through i verj pro 
incicd ind tcrnlilc e\pcriencc with \cr\ 
few r IV s of comfort or eocoungcnicnt 
It nufvt first be remembered tint 
CteiiLfil Stocsscl VMS lUogctbcr wronglv 
phctd IS tlic responsible chief of i 
fortress which it would hire been fir 
hotter to hue pi icctl und^'r the supreme 
commmd of i n u il ofiiccr \s it wis 
Ik Ind to suffer greitU for the incom 
tHtcnci md inictiviti of the fled whih 
th psTpcunl bul cring imong his nivil 
md mihtir\ svtbordin lies ms inv thing 
but condicive to cnlhtsiism md effier 


SURRL^DCR 

cncv Sccondlv, wc do not know, shill 
probil>lj never I now, how much m the 
W1V of replenishing the stores md of 
strengthening the defences hid to be 
done ifter the siege hid commenced, 
ind how fii the knowledge of deficiencies 
m the list hnc of defence contributed to 
the fiml surrender 

rinillv, there is the broid fict thit, 
even if Port \rthur hid held out mother 
month or two no useful purpose could 
hive been served, ind it v\is prettj, 
cleirK ippirent it the end of December 
lint this VMS the cise There wis no 
cirthl) hope of relief, md no possible 
chmee th it Port Arthur could ifford 
shelter to the Biltic Sqindron Tor 
'»4 ooo Riissnns to leive ooo sjck ind 
wounded behind them ind ittempt to cut 
their vMj out through i cordon of 8 o ooo 
Jipinesc would simplj hive been to 
m\itc 1 missicre Min\ weeks before 
the Tsir hid been criticised for not 
comminding Stoesscl to surrender in the 
interests of common hiimmitj Stoessel 
himself hid been tilled nimes for his 
obstinitc rcfusil to consider his girnson 
It WIS not iltogcther reisonibic tint, 
when cipilu\i\ioTi cime is the i\mnst 
incvitible result of ilmost unpiralJeled 
pressure i chorus of intlignition should 
hive iriscn bociusc it hid been found 
tint possiblj Port Arthur might Invc 
held out though with preciscl> the sime 
result m the end 1 few weeks longer 
\\e hive left to the end of this chipter 
the few words wc Invc to siv on the 
reception of the news of the fill of Port 
Arthur m Russn A piinful feiture wis 
the stupefiction produced imong the 
lower clisscs, who hid been circfulK 
educited into the belief tint such i dis- 
ister Was not possible, ind whose Mmplc 
religious convictions were shocked bv the 
loss of 1 pHce for which their I mperor 
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Ind Slid so nnnj pnjcrs Amontj the 
shop keeping clisses it wis thought tint 
the cluriot t\ heels of internil reform 
would he iccelerited b) i cilimitj for 
winch bureiiienc) wis so cleirlj to 
l)lnme In oOicnl ind militir) circles 
there WIS it first i iTiirl cd disposition to 
prose Gcneril Stoessel for Inting ictctl 
iccording to dictites of huminitj, ifter 
compelling the idmirition of the whole 
world b) his protricted resistincc Liter, 
these sentiments undoubtedly underwent 
inodificition, but cert onlj the cirher re 
ccption of the new s b) the bureiucricj 
sl^ou^cd little of humihition or despiir 
Not thit emotion of one sort or mother 
w IS not frcclj exhibited The St Peters- 
burg correspondent of i Pins paper 
dcchrcd that he saw olTicers weeping 
frccU at the club To the office of the 
(itncrtl Staff came rehlncs and friends 
of officers m the garrison " trembling 
with anguish” to ask for news Tlic\ 
all wanted to telegraph for details, and 
to know what fate was reserved for the 
prisoners 

On Januarv 13th at Tsarkoc Selo, in 
the presence of the Tsar, the Tsantsa, 
ind the Impend I amd\, a solemn re- 
quiem was celebrated in memor} o1 those 
who fell at Port Arthur, and on Januarv 
14th the Tsar issued an Order of the Div 
to the \rm\ and Niw with reference to 
the loss of the fortress It ran is 
follows — 

‘ Port \rthur has f illcn into the hands 
of the cn^mv The struggle for its tlc- 
fince listed eleven months, md for over 
seven months th" glorious girrison w is 
cut off from the outside world Deprived 
of help ind without murmuring, the 
girrison endured the privitinns of the 
siege ind inoril tortures, while the cnemv 


continued to gun successes Unspiring" 
of life and blood, a handful of Russians 
sustained the encmv s furious onslaughts 
m the firm hope of relief With pride 
Russia witnessed th^ir deeds of heroism, 
and the whole world bowed before tbcir 
heroic spirit The resources give out 
while the onset of fresh hostile forces w is 
constint, and the garrison, its deed of 
heroism accomplished, had to jicld to 
superior numbers Peace to the ishcs 
of the deid, ind ctcrnil memorv to 
the never to be forgotten Russians who 
perished in the defence of Port \rlhur ' 

I ir ivviv from Russia vou died for 
Russia s cause, filled with love for the 
Emperor and the T atherland Glorv be 
to )Ou the living* Waj God heal vour 
wounds and giv c > ou the strength and the 
patience to bear jour sore tnils* 

Our cncm> is bold and strong, and 
live struggle with him at a distance of 
10000 versts from the sources of our 
strength is indescribablv hard Hut 
Russia is powerful In the thousand 
)cars of her life there have been still 
harder trials, still more thre itening 
dangers Everj time she emerged 
stronger and with fresh power from ilii. 
struggle Our lailurcs biv c been sev ere 
While wc lament our losses wc will not 
illow ourselves to be led into disirirtion 
W^ith ill Russn I trust lint the hour of 
viclorv will soon dawn, and pr ij to (lod 
tint He mav Llcss inj dc ir troops md 
fleets m order tint, united, tbcj mo 
overthrow the cnemv and uphold tho 
honour and glorv of Kussi i 

With this Impend tribute to the gil 
lint defemlers, a tribute marked bj n<» 
little eloquence and dignitv, our storv of 
the siege anil fall of Port \rtluir tmv ap- 
propri itclv be closed 
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I 'J’ \vt»iil(l i)f rm)iu(Mi'> to th.it 

the f.ill o( I’nit .\ithur jiiiin.uity 
ri*>'pnn''il)li' for thr '.tni tliiii.' '-nirv of 

.'it St. rotiM >hui j; whioh foUuuni 

it. .\t till' tinif it i^ iinposNibh' 

not to siipposi* tlt;it this tti^Mutir liis- 
.'tster, so o!)\ioiisIy ilur to ;in tinhappy 
mi\ltire of liiipnijil ohstinin'v ;unl 
I)tire:mi*r;itir !>uns^!ini,’', did not ha\e :i 
scrioii.s infineiu'e iij)on a pu!)!ii' now at 
last I)i\t;inninj4 to sec the war in its true 
li.i;iit, and alre.'idy waveriii” in its' former 
blind alletriani'e to the i(ie;i of an all- 
powerful Russia and a wholly bencnccnl 
Ts'.\r. h'or mtiny weeks before the sur- 
render of the fortress a q'rowin.q' tendency 
to call a spade a spade had been ob- 
servable in the Russian capital, and, 
Ihoupfh the actual loss of Port Arthur 
came as no surprise, and was attended 
by no particular demonstrations ag:ainst 


the ndnu:f powers, there can be no rpic.s- 
tion th.it it intensilied the lesentment of 
the Working; elassrs ayr.iinst the Ciovcrn- 
tiient, :ind stiflened their determination 
to make some sort of firm :ind combined 
slaml at 4 ;iinsf their eynie.al and overbear- 
im,-- masters. 

'I'he storm <lid not burst suddenly. .\s 
f.ar b.'iek as the second week of December 
serious riots h:id taken pl.'ice in St. 
IVlersburq' in further.ancc of what had 
come to be known as the Russian Re- 
form movement, which was, in plain 
ianouaqfo, an .'imitation for a Constitution, 
and a Declaration of the Rights of the 
Man and the Citizen. On December 25th 
the Tsar laid issued an Imperial Uka.sc 
to the Senate, in which a revision of the 
pcastint laws was ordered, ostensibly with 
the idea of enabling' the peasant com- 
munity to enjoy to the full the rights of 
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'\ free nnd privilcjjcd coiintrv people 
Judicnl reforms were also indicated, and 
hopes held oul lint persons of all classes 
should be equal before the 1 iw, and tint 
the independence of all judici il author 
ilics should be assured But these high 
sounding promises came too late to staj 
the course of a mo\emcnt which was 
being npidlj merged into tlic semblance, 
if not the reihtj, of a rc\oUilion A 
public, which a few months before might 
ha\c been pacified bj a few kindly words 
from the Tsar, now d ircd to discuss his 
‘ reform proposals in a cerj independ- 
ent and unfriendl) spirit 

A marked sensation w as created bj the 
publication of a letter addressed to the 
Minister of the Interior bj Vnnee 
Troubctskoi, President of the ^Ioscow 
/emstNo, or Plcctuc Municipal Council, 
in which attention was frankly called to 
tile state of internal unrest, and to the 
fact tint what had occurred was not 
mercl> the result of ^outhful cffcracs 
ccncc, but rather the reflection of the 
CMsling general condition of societ> In 
this remarkable communication it was 
urged tint the "1 sar should allow himself 
to be approached b> those who repre 
sented the great forces at work and so 
a\crt in dmost certain rc\ohiiion 

VUhough no steps were taken to pun 
t'h Prince Troiihctskoi for this outspoken 
letter, the avithontics made strenuous 
efTorts m other directions to combit the 
growing igiialion Meetings were sup 
pressed demonstrations cheeked, but the 
MolmcL cmplotcd tended onl\ to rouse 
the rc\ohitionar\ element to reprisals 
\n iticmpt was made on the hfe of the 
Chief of Police at I katcrinoslaf, and 
f ilnl riots took pi ice at Warsaw., tn 
which the troops were fired upon from 
tile crowd and a non-commissioncd 
officer of the goxdjrm rtc was shot dead 


\t St Petersburg the disaffection tool 
the form of estended strikes, more cs- 
peciall) among the cm^loyts at the gre it 
PutilofF, the \e\a shipbuilding and 
other leading worl s and b} Januarj iSth 
the number of stril ers in the Russi in 
capital w IS estimated at «,o,coo 

While matters throughout Russn were 
in this gcnerallj combustible st ite an in- 
cident occurred which drew the attention 
of the whole cnihscd world \cr^ forcibK 
to the possibilities of the situation On 
Januarj iSth the Tsar look part in the 
annual ccremonj of Blessing the \c\ i, 
which marks the 1 piplnnj in the Rus 
Sian Church C ilendar The ccrcmonN 
as usual was one of gre it imprcsj,i\c 
ness taking place in the immediate Mcm 
it\ of the W inter Palace, opposite to the 
grand entrance of which a small wooden 
chapel had been built on the icc neir the 
ri\cr banks Steps from tlie eh ipcl led 
down through i hole cut in the thick 
ICC The ceremony consists in the thrice 
repeated immersion b> the Mctropolit in 
of his great gold Cross The Metropoh 
tan then stoops o\cr the opening in the 
ICC and makes the gesture of dipping 
into the ri\er his gold chalice which h is 
prcMousU been filled with water from tlic 
Jordan The eh dice is then banded to 
the Tsar, the Metropolitan pronouncing 
i pri\er tb it the n\cr ma) not o\crflow 
Its b inks ind that the Dixim. blessing 
nia\ rest upon the ships which ride upon 
the \e\as waters The I mperor nis-'s 
the chalice to his lips a signal rocket is 
rire<l to show tint the ecremon) is o\er 
and an Imperi d salute is fired from a 
battcr\ of guns posted on the Bourse 
Oua\ at a distance of about 400 ^ irds 
on the other side of the river 

From llic description furnished to the 
Daili Mail b\ its speci i 1 correspondent, 
Mr Hinds v\c le irn tint up to the 
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nidnu-m <if tlu* rnin !4 tin* s;ilul«> tlii* 
<H rviu<M\y !ki<1 j>assftl (iff with its ik'cijs- 
Imncci stately ealin. Alxitil noon tlu* 
1 sar, atteiMled liy his Personal Staff, in- 
sjie('le(l (Ictaeluneiils front every re^jinenl 
in the St. i’etershuro ntililary distriet. 
which, after inspeeiiott. fell in with their 
eohuir.s liehind the Itnperi.il p.iriy. At 
one o’clock' a procession was formed, 
which, nnninp: out front the Pal.u'e, 
('rossed the fpiay to the chapel on th<- 
ice-honnd river, 'i'he 'I’sar and his Staff, 
in which were iiadmled ittany nteinheis 
of the Imperial h'atnily. Were received at 
the chape! hy the MetrojioHlan tior.ue- 
nnsly arrayed in tall oold-fronted hi'.-id- 
t^e.'ir, ami vestments heavily emhroidered 
with ^old and jewels. The military de- 
t.tchmenls ranged tip on three sides of a 
srpiare to form a yuard, and, when the 
Ivpiph.any .Service had been claimed by 
the priests, the Metropolitan performed 
the blessinjLf ceremony del.ailed above, and 
the 'fstir dr.'tnk the Jordan water from 
the t^olden ehaliee. 

.\s the Joints on the ojiposite bank 
thundered forth the Imperial salute it was 
noticed th.'it the third report was harsher 
in sound than the two lirst, and simul- 

l. 'meously one of the line of s^i'/idarfiicyic 
.i^u.'irdinjjf the pavement on the Palace 
Guay was seen to fall forward on his 
face. It was at first thouj;hl that the 

m. 'in had been overcome by the cold, but 
on raisin'^ him he was found to be blecd- 
ino" from a wound in the head. A little 
later it transpired that several windows 
in the Palace had been broken, and the 
facade above the p;rand entrance dam- 
aged by bullets, and the ugly fact be- 
came apparent that these bullets must 
have come from a round of shrapnel or 
“case” fired from one of the guns of 
the saluting battery. 

Thanks largely to the demeanour of 


the 'i'sar. who did all he could to affect 
disrcg.ard of the incident, no public ex- 
citement immediately followed. The 
ceremony was solemnly concluded, the 
1 sar w.'ilked back with his suite to the 
Palace, and there held a rcceptior., con- 
versing with the ladies of the Court and 
with v.'iriotis diplomatists, and endeavour- 
ing in every way to inspire those around 
him with the belief that what had hap- 
jicnerl was merely an untoward incident. 
Meanwhile a messenger had galloped 
oviT the bridge, which here spans the 
Xeva, and prompt steps were taken to 
place the whole of the oHicers and men 
of the b;itt(‘ry which had fired the salute 
under arrest. The battery in ciuestion 
belonged to the Horse .\rlillcry of the 
Ciu.'ird, and was commanded by Captain 
Davydoff. .\n oilicial inquiry into the 
circumslaiK'cs was immediately ordered, 
and a reassuring official statement was 
issued to the effect that an “accident” 
had occurred, resulting in the wounding 
of a policeman and the sluittcring of a 
few windows. 

'fhe finding of the Court-Martial ap- 
pointed to try those concerned in this re- 
markable occurrence may be tmticipated 
to the extent of saying that the absence 
of malicious intent was held to be de- 
finitely proved, but that all the battery 
olficcrs and two of the gunners were 
sentenced to various punishments for 
neglect of duty. But, even had this 
official conclusion been arrived at forth- 
with, it is unlikely that it would have 
gone far to diminish the sensation which 
had been created by the news that shots 
from a gun supposed to be firing blank 
cartridge and belonging to a batter)- of 
the Artillery of the Guard had passed 
within a few feet of the sacred person of 
the Tsar. For some time even the Rus- 
sian police openly held that the occur- 
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rence was the result of a deliberate at- 
tempt on the Tsar's life, and, despite the 
finding- of the Court-lNIartial, it will al- 
ways remain to the outside world a singu- 
lar coincidence that a loaded shell should 
have been in this particular gun at the 
suggestive moment ^\•hen it happened to 
be pointed in the direction of the spot on 
which the Tsar must have been clearly 
seen by the gunners to be standing-. 

Incidentally it is rather interesting that 
the Captain Davydoff who was concerned 
in this strange episode, and who was 
subsequently sentenced by Court-Martial 
to dismissal from the Army and intern- 
ment in a fortress for a year and a half, 
was the great grandson of one of the 
famous aristocratic revolutionaries 
known as “ Decembrists ” or “ Deca- 
brlsls ” who, in 1825, assembled in front 
of the Winter Palace shouting-, “ Down 
with Nicholas ! Long live Constantine ! ” 
That demonstration was quickly crushed 
by Nicholas, who ordered artillery to be 
taken on the roof of the Palace in order 
to fire on the rebels. Davydoff, among 
others, w'as transported to Siberia. The 
Captain Dav3-doff of the Neva incident 
was the son of a well-knoAvn judge, and 
nephew' of the celebrated composer Tchai- 
kovsky. He w-as much esteemed, and 
the Tsar is said to have entertained a 
strong- personal liking for the ill-starred 
(luardsman. 

The crop of rumours and surmises con- 
cerning this supposed attempt on the life 
of the Tsar might have been even more 
luxuriant than it w-as had not another 
Russian happening- of much more tragic 
significance intervened to occupy the at- 
tention of Europe. Allusion has already 
been made to the progress of the strikes 
in St. Petersburg, and, without going into 
details, it may be briefly stated that at 
the close of the third w-eek in January 


the movement had attained positively 
threatening dimensions. Some of the 
.strikes w-ere distinctly serious from a 
patriotic standpoint, since the}' involved 
the stoppage of naval construction and 
other urgent w'ork in connection Avith the 
preparation of war material. Apart from 
this, the attitude of the men was very 
disquieting, a strong disinclination to 
listen to reason, and a tendency to resort 
to violent measures being everyw'here 
observable, notwithstanding demonstra- 
tions on the part of the police and the 
military. 

At the Putiloff w-orks the negotiations 
with the management were conducted 
on behalf of the strikers by Father 
Georges Gapon, wdiose name w-as des- 
tined to become very prominent in con- 
nection w-ith the domestic history of St. 
Petersburg- during- the next few' days. 
Tins man, who Avas about thirty-fiA'C 
years of age, was the son of a peasant, 
and w-as by birth a Rulhenian ; that is to 
say, he belonged to that branch of the 
Little Russian division of the Slav race 
w'hich dwells on both sides of the Car- 
pathians, in Galicia and North-West Hun- 
g-ary. While a student at the Theologi- 
cal Academy in St. Petersburg he had 
taken a very active part in the work of 
an institution having for its object the 
dissemination of religious know-ledge and 
ethical teaching among the working 
classes, and, as head of one of the 
branches of this institution, he had visited 
many of the factories, and had been ap- 
palled by the conditions of life he found 
existing there. After leaving the 
Academy he had founded a W’orkmen’s 
Union, and since i8g8 he had laboured 
in the interests of this organisation, 
preaching- and teaching in the suburbs 
of the capital, and winning much popu- 
larity among the factory hands. He i.s 
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(]c';cribcd as a man of commandmp^ per 
'onilitN, ^\lth nasliing c}cs, and of a 
ficrN eloquence 

On l^da^, Janinr\ 20 II 1 , a strange 
scene ^\as witnessed in St Petersburg 
At di) light the strikers from the Putiloff 
works marched through the industrial 
suburbs cilling upon the men m the 
\ irious factories on the wa\ to join them 
Swollen I)\ fresh contingents, the pro 
cession drew along the left bank of the 
I\e\a and then crossed o\er the frozen 
ri\cr to tlie great industrial quaiter 
1 nown as Vassih Ostroff, where further 
factories contributed their quota and 
nnn\ establishments were hurriedly 
closed through fear of pillage But there 
was no Molcncc on the part either of the 
strikers or the police Having accom 
phshed their purpose of calling out the 
men from practicalh all the great 
f ictones in the capital, the organisers of 
the procession ordered a peaceful dis 
pcrsal after arranging for a monster 
dcnonstntion on Sundaj, at which it 
Nsas proposed to present a petition to the 
Tsar from the paraphrase of this 
petition which was telegraphed bj Reu 
ter s correspondent, the following arc 
tvpical cMncts — 

Sire — \\ c have armed at the c\ 
treme limits of endurance \\t have 
reached the terrible moment when death 
is to be preferred to the continuation of 
• ur inloKnblc '"UfTcrings e have left 
Mir work, and declared to our emplovcrs 
tbit wc will not resume till our demind 
i'* conceded Wc have not asked much 
lie ?n\t asketl but the means of Inch 
hncKl without which life is a burden and 
hbour a continual torture ’ 

Utcr begging for an investigation into 
I ictr case, and pleading for an eight 

lonrc other concessions, the 

IHtitioncrs continued— 


We have been exploited, and vve 
shall continue to be exploited under vour 
bureaucracj Any one of us who dared 
to raise bis voice m the interests of the 
people and the working classes has been 
thrown into prison or transported Ixind 
ness and good fcchng have been treated 
as a crime 1 he bureaucrac} has brought 
the countr) to the verge of nun, and by 
a shameful war is bringing it to its 
downfall l\ e have no voice m the heavj 
burdens imposed upon us we do not 
even know for whom or whj this monc) 
IS wrung from the impoverished people 
and wc do not know how it is expended 
This state of things is contrarj to the 
Divine laws and renders life impossible 
It were better that we should all perish 
we worl men and all Russia then good 
luck to the capitalists and exploiters of 
the poor to corrupt officials and robbers 
of the Russian people 

Assembled before jour Palace we 
plead for our salvation Refuse not your 
ud, raise jour people from their tomb 
and give them the means of working 
out their own destiny Rescue them 
from the intolerable jol e of officialdom 
throw down the wall tint separates vou 
from vour people in order that thej may 
rule with vou the countrv which was 
created for the happiness of the people — 
a happiness which is being wrenched from 
us leaving us nothing but sorrow and 
liumiliation Receive favourablj our de- 
mands, inspired as thej arc with a desire 
for vour \nd our own good, and by the 
knowledge of the ncccssitj of emcrg^ing 
from the intolerable situation Russia 
IS too great and licr needs are too diverse 
and manifold for ofTcuIs alone to rule 
National representation is indispensable, 
for the people alone 1 now its real needs 
Do not reject its assistance accept it 
and order at once the convocation of re 
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prcscnlalivcs of all classes, including the 
working- classes. Let all be equal and 
free in the rig-ht of election. Direct, 
therefore, that the elections for the Con- 
.stitutional Assembly be made by g-cneral 
secret ballot. That is our chief demand, 
iiivery thing- is contained therein ; it is the 
sole brdm for our wounds, which will 
otherwise bring- us promptly to our 
death. But one measure alone will not 
suflicc to heal all our wounds, and con- 
sequently we point out to you, frankly 
and openly as to a father, other measures 
in the name of the whole Russian work- 
ing- classes. ” 

On Saturday, January aist, a deputa- 
tion of three workmen proceeded to 
Tsarkoc Selo with the futile intention of 
delivering- a copy of this petition to the 
Tsar in order that he mig-ht have a day 
on which to consider it. As a last ap- 
peal Father Capon despatched to the 
Tsar the following- letter : — 

“ Sovereig-n, — I fear the Ministers 
have not told you the full truth about the 
situation. The whole people, trusting- 
in you, have resolved to appear at the 
\Vinter Palace at two o’clock in the after- 
noon in order to inform you of their needs. 
If, vacillating, you do not appear before 
the people, then you tear the moral bonds 
between you and the people. Trust in 
}ou will disappear, because innocent 
blood will flow between you and the 
people. Appear to-morrow before your 
people, and receive our address of devo- 
tion in a courageous spirit. I and the 
representatives of labour and my brave 
working men comrades guarantee the 
inviolability of your person.” 

During the Saturday the strikers be- 
haved with complete moderation, the de- 
monstrators who crowded the streets 
making no attempt to interfere with the 
traffic, and abstaining carefully from any- 


thing like violence. Fifty men were told 
off to act as hodygiinrd to Father Capon, 
and a further picked body of 400 was 
sworn in to act as a guard to the Tsar 
in the event of his Majesty consenting to 
confer with the strike leaders. 

Meanwhile the authorities had been 
busy with measures contrasting painfully 
with the touching confidence of the 
strikers in the magnanimity of their auto- 
cratic Sovereign. All the cavalry regi- 
ments had been called in from the dis- 
tricts round St. Petersburg with the ob- 
ject of forming a cordon round the 
Palace, and an infantr)' division was also 
brought from Reval to aid the normal 
garrison of the capital in dealing with 
the poor wretches who so fondly hoped 
that an appeal in the name of common 
humanity would have some effect upon 
the ‘‘ Little Father ” of an oppressed 
race. 

The morning of Sunday, January 22nd, 
broke fine and cloudless, and until ten 
o’clock there was little in the aspect of 
the city to betoken a coming tragedy. 
There were as yet no troops even in the 
Palace Square, the bridges across the 
Neva were still open to traffic, church 
b-ells were ringing, and St. Petersburg, 
in its cloak of fresh-fallen snow, pre- 
sented everywhere the aspect of outward 
peace. But at the hour named a general 
movement of troops began to take place, 
detachment after detachment marching 
out of quarters, and passing along the 
thoroua-hfares of the industrial suburbs. 
Soon at every point where there were 
cross-roads detachments were posted, 
and all the bridges, especially those lead- 
ing to Vassili Ostroff, were strongly held. 

A little later, into the great square in 
front of the Winter Palace regiments of 
the Guards trooped out from the Palace 
courtyards, the Czarina s own Regiment 
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of Cninissicrs, inoiinlccl on I)lac!v liorse.s, 
the Preol)rajcn.sky, Paulov.sky, and (jren- 
aderskv (uiards in llicir .strikinsi' uni- 
forms, the oflicors conspicuous by Iheir 
pflitlcrin^ appoinlmenls, and the spec- 
tacular element still predominatinpf in the 

« 

Avhole display. But the last reg-iment had 
hardly wheeled into its place in tlic 
Square when elsewhere in the city the 
conflict had begun which was to make a 
Red vSunda}’ of this beautiful wliitc morn- 
ing, and to befoul the name of the 
master of these resplendent soldiers rvith 
undying' horror. 

At ten o’clock a procession of about 
15,000 workmen left the neighbourhood 
of the Puliloff Avorks, and marched to- 
wards the Narva Gate, Avhcrc a body of 
troops and police Avere concentrating. 
AVith the men AA'alked Father Gapon, es- 
corted by his bodyguard, and dressed in 
his ordinary clothes, it having been his 
intention to array himself in his A-est- 
ments at a later stage in the march, so 
certain Avas he that the procession Avould 
not be impeded. A'Vith Father Gapen 
AA'ere attendants carrying holy pictures 


and the 'J'sar’s portrait. .At tlic head of 
the procession marched two priests in 
A'cstments, and carrying crosses in their 
hand.s. The demonstrators comforted 
tliemselves Avith the thought that even if 
anything in the nature of a collision Avith 
the soldiery took place the latter Avould 
take no serious action. “ Why should 
soldiers luirm us? ” they said ; “ they are 
our brothers, they think as we think.” 
In the ranks Avere Avomcn and children, 
for the Avorkers had said the night be- 
fore, AA'hcn Father Gapon had Avarned 
them that the Government AA'as obdurate, 
that they" Avould gO' Avith their Avives and 
children to the Winter Palace to bespeak 
their SoA'ereign’s gracious intervention in 
the quarrel Avith their immediate masters. 

‘‘ Our Tsar is a good man. He has 
little children of his OA\m,” they said, 

‘‘ and he Avill sec Ave haA^e justice.” And 
so they trudged on singing, “ God save 
Thy people. Give victory to our Ortho- 
dox Emperor.” 

At eleven o’clock the procession AA^as 
brought to a halt at one of the bridges 
by tAA'’0 sotnias of Cossacks, AA'ho AA'ere 





THL imST 

i\T'\\\n up m fwc ro'v*; complclcK bxrrmc: 
tilt \n\ Hk Co^‘!icks tried to turn tlie 
•itrikcr*; first with ubips, ibcn ^^»tb tbe 
n It of tlicir s'lbrts, but the protts*.ion 
shoutd no siirns of bickini^, '\ntl the 
order w is jjiven to fire three \olIc\$ of 
blmk cirlruU'c Vl this some of the 
striUrs fitd o\tr the icc on the Nexa, 
but tilt rtnnindtr stood firm mid im- 
plortd the CossicKs to let them piss, 
urfjin^' tint Hit reforms which lhc\ were 
vttkitifj would improNC the lot of the 
Cossneks IS well is their own Hut the 
Cossicks were obduntt, imi s-'ot bicl 
'i K illopcr for reinforcements F resh 
troops cimc up, rifles were loidcd with 
biU tirtridjjc, i bu^lc nn" out, motbtr 
\ollti w IS firtd, ind the hcid of the 
strikers column bccimc m in instint i 
glnsth huddled miss of dtid ind 
wounded One of the priests it the hcid 
of the procession wns wounded, ind the 
bob pictures ind the portrut of the Tsir 
were nddltd with bullet holes Some of 
the Itidint; dcnionstritors who Ind been 
wounded or thrown to the pround — 


COLLIS/OxV 4«3 

I itlicr t«ipon imonir them — enw led into 
ncjjrhbottnntr houses mcl the rcnntndcr 
fted ki\mg xccorduw; to one iccounl, 
300 dtid vnd 300 wounded 

\\hit hippened here wis rcpeitcd m 
SCI cril other qinrters I 'cn procession 
found its wit birred ind on Utemptingf 
to id\ incc w IS met In \olIc)s, which 
mowed down scores of unirmed men, ind 
mm) women Onl) m one mstince did 
the soldiers show in\ rcluctmcc to fire 
upon the strikers, \ crowd coming from 
Vissili Ostroff WIS stopped b> 1 $tron£> 
force of civilrt md mf intrj Ihc 
strike Icidcrs ippeilcd to the soldiers 
not to fire upon their brothers, md 1 
number of mfintrv hid down their rifles 
Hut the ci\ilr>, obcMng: orders clnrijcd 
Ibc demonstntors, md wounded mmy 
with their swords Between cicten md 
twtUc there were hilf x dozen collisions, 
iU resulting in \ollc\s or charges m 
which the wretched strikcis were killed 
or wounded with bule or no lUempt it 
rcprisils 

Mcinwlulc 1 terrible climax bid ilso 
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been reached in the Palace Square. Here 
the workmen had been gfathering- by twos 
and threes, until some thousands were 
assembled in close proximity to the 
troops. About noon the officer in com- 
mand ordered the crowd to disperse, and, 
no mO'vement being- apparent, tried the 
usual expedient of firing blank volleys. 
Some of those in front tried to retreat, 
but were pressed on by those behind. 
The caA'alry now tried to push back the 
crowd by pressing forward their horses 
at a walk. This again proved useless. 
A volley with ball cartridge followed, and 
the strikers, not pent up here as at the 
bridges, and maddened at the sight of the 
dead and wounded, still pressed on uith 
a roar of anger. The cavalr}' drew their 
SAvords and charged, another Amiley Avas 
fired, and soon the Palace Square Avas a 
reeking shambles. The snoAv Avas 
trampled into blood-stained slush, and 
not until half-past tAvo Avas the place 
cleared of the populace, noAv quite in- 
furiated and heedless of the Aveapons of 
the soldiery. 

Throughout the afternoon and early 
eA'ening the carnage continued, more 
charges Avere delivered by the Cossacks 
doAvn the great Nevsky Prospect, and 
another deadly A-olley Avas fired on the 
Palace Bridge. In ^'assili Ostroff there 
was incessant fighting, the Avorkers 
dragging doAvn the telegraph poles, 
making entanglements across the streets 
Avith Avires, and using- the poles as 
Aveapons against the troops. Stones 
Avere hurled especially at the officers, Avho 
Avere hooted and asked Avith angry jeers 
Avhv they Avere not fighting the Japanese 
instead of their own countrymen. Of 
ghasllv incidents there Avas a grim abiind- 
ance. An aged general was dragged from 
his sledge and beaten and trampled to 
death. T\A-cnty-.six children Avho Avere 


playing on the ice in the Alexander Square 
AA-ere killed or AA-ounded by the firing. 

Night fell on a city terrorised by 
slaughter, and the next morning the 
Avhole civilised Avorld shuddered at the 
ncAVS of the aAvful punishment inflicted by 
an irresponsible despotism upon hundreds 
of poor Avretches Avhose only crime had 
been a childlike yearning to lay their 
grievances before their mighty ruler. 
The disgust, the Avithering contempt, of 
most d\A'ellers in free countries Avere in- 
tensified AA-hen it transpired that this 
puis.sant Autocrat, not content Avith 
hiding himself from his people behind a 
cordon of soldiei'y, Avell knoAving that the 
latter had been ordered to slay or maim 
all Avho sought nearer access to the 
Palace, had fled to Tsarkoe Selo in the 
hope of placing a yet more comfortable 
interval betAveen him and his hapless sub- 
jects. No Sovereig-n ever had a greater 
opportunity of proving himself great than 
Avas offered to Nicholas of Russia on the 
morning of this Red Sunday. No 
Sovereign could have more completely 
forfeited than he did the goodAvill of those 
at home and the respect of all thinking- 
and honourable men abroad. 

Coupled Avith outspoken expressions of 
horror and reprobation throughout 
Europe and America there Avere many 
sinister prophecies as to the inevitable 
result of this frightful massacre. But for 
the moment, the shocking severity Avith 
Avhich the authorities dealt Avith the situa- 
tion Avas effective as far as checking the 
progress of the rcA-olution in .St. Peters- 
burg Avas concerned. On the night of 
Januai'A' 22nd the capital Avas in .a con- 
dition of terrible suspense, accentuated 
by the fact that the strikers had been 
joined by tbc anployes at the electric 
light Avorks, and that consequentK' many 
quarters of the city Avere plunged in dark- 
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serious impression of extended disorder. 
But for the time being the revolutionar}'- 
movement, at any rate in St, Petersburg, 
had been strangled, and in another week, 



” MAXIM GORKY.” 


despite all gloomy forebodings and some 
disquieting incidents, the city had re- 
sumed its normal aspect. 

During the week in question the Govern- 
ment policy of repression was pursued 
Math unflinching Aigour. On January 
24th an Imperial Decree vms issued, 
creating the nev^ post of Governor- 
General of St. Petersburg, to which 
General Trepoff, ex-Minister of Police at 
Moscow, M'as fortliAvith appointed. This 
official had an unenviable reputation for 
arrogance and heavy-handedness, and 
his selection for the newly-formed office 
M^as at once accepted as the signal for a 
series of indiscriminately harsh measures. 
General Trepoff’s performances did not 
belie the popular anticipation. The mili- 


tary having maintained their occupation 
of all the principal strategic points, and 
an attempt on the part of a mob to march 
to Tsarkoe Selo with a fresh petition hav- 
ing been sharply checked, the police 
were given special orders to ‘ ‘ act with 
energy,” orders vdiich they carried 
out with characteristic alacrity and 
thoroughness. Arrests \vere freel}^ 
made among persons of the better 
class who M'ere suspected of revolu- 
tionary tendencies, and Avho had taken 
part in meetings, or had been con- 
nected Math propaganda antagonistic 
to the Government and its methods. 
By this means a number of inconveni- 
ently loud voices were silenced, and, 
the system being extended, many 
troublesome critics were brought into 
Trepoff 's net, including, among 
others, the famous Russian author, 
‘‘Maxim Gorky,” who was arrested 
at Riga, and brought to St. Peters- 
burg. As ‘‘Maxim Gorky” had 
somewhat freely identified himself 
with the workmen’s cause, General 
Trepoff Mms at first inclined to give 
him short shrift, but eventually, ovang 
perhaps, in some measure to strong pio- 
tests in the European Press against the 
summary remoA’al of a literary genius of 
such international value, he Avas released 
from prison, and sent back to Riga undei 
strict surveillance. 

To the strikers a special proclamation 
Avas issued in AAffiich strong allusion vas 
made to the ‘‘evil-disposed persons” 
aaEo, for the execution of their own de- 
signs, and “by means of fal.se and im- 
possible promises,” had led the Avorkmcn 
astray. The proclamation Avcnl on to .say 
that the GoA’crnment Avas now, as ever, 
ready to listen attentii-ely to the just dc- 
.sircs of the Avorking clas.ses, and to sat- 
isfy their demands as far as possib c 
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Dut ^n indispcfT* jWc prcliirnmn to an} 
notion in this diaction wns i return of 
the strikers to their cmplo\mtnt Hit 
proclinution w is ncompinied In police 
inlimntions to the effect lint those who 
did not within n 'crj short vpicc of time 
resume work would lie deported to the 
Mlh^us These pronotinccmcnis soon 
Ind i m irked effect The strikers per- 
centd tint for the present thet were 
powerless to cope with the forces which 
the rioxernmenl could rcndiW brmj; 
ipninst them, nnd, ncceptin^ the inceil- 
nble, the mijorit> returned to 
work, ind the jjreit strike wns 
over. 

Ilul It must not be supposed 
lint the irmmpU of \vitocr'\c\ 
wns fiml, or c\en tcmpornrih 
tomplcte Not onh did disturb 
nnccs continue for nun\ weeks 
to arise in other p irts of Russn , 
not onU did 1 1 iter lurid incident 
nt the c ipitnl show bow Inirtnu- 
tnc\, nn<l especi dl\ tb it section 
of It with which the (innd 
Dnkis were pcrsomlls con 
nected, w is still in object of 
dnnj'crous detesntion nmon}; the 
lower orders of the Kussnn 
people An t\tn more serious 
blow to Impernl Rtissi i wts the 
loss of the confidence formerU 
pheed bi the prolcfiriit in the 
I'snr I itlii r (1 ipon h id written 
on the e\cnin,; of Retl Sundne, 

There i> n<i Ts ir now In- 
nocent bl<K)d Ins flowetl between 
him nnd lus people I-<in^ h\c 
the stni^eU for fri*eelom ’ ' No! 
all lint I (. >\rrnnHnt with such n 
Wenpon Ts Trepf ff in its Innels mi,;ht do 
00 Id o’lhterTte the memoTT of tint nwful 
<!n% w!en Vt Petersburg nn with the 
flvv! «)f t mrmcel workmen and |1 cir 


\\i\cs nnd the children, while m I inperor 
hid himself in cownrdU seclusion out of 
rench of the entrcitics of those who 
mtrelv prijcd the n^dUs of citizenship, 
out of henrinq; of the shrieks of those 
cut down nnd shot beenuse lhc\ smnlj 
fancied thet would ejet simple justice 
from the ‘ Great \^'hlte *1 sar 

In connection with tlic spread of the 
rciolutionart mo\emcnt in Russn certain 
incidents o-'ciirred in whicii tins countrt 
was dircclK interested, ind the occur- 
rence of which It such 1 juncture w is 


sinrpli indicatiit of i \er\ hitter feeling 
i^ainst (»rt it lint nn amon;» the Russian 
officnl cItssis \| Moscow the police 
thought fit to post in all the streets copies 
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of a telegram purporting- to come from 
the Agcnce Laiiiic, of Paris, in Avhich the 
extraordinary .statement was made that 
the disorders at the Admiralt}' work.s in 
St. Petersburg-, Libau, and Sevastopol, 
and at the coal-pits in Westphalia, had 
been provoked by the Japanese, assisted 
by their Allies in Europe 1 It’ was sug-- 
g'ested that the object of the Ang-lo-Jap- 
anese leag-ue was to hinder the naval 


ment. The latter promised that an in- 
quiry should be instituted, and steps 
taken to prevent any repetition of such 
publications. 'With much honhomie the 
officials at the Ministry ridiculed the idea 
that any such charg-e as that contained 
in the objectionable teleg-ram would meet 
with g-eneral acceptance. “ Unfortun- 
ately,” said one of them pleasantly, 
“ the}^ are our own Japanese who are at 



WORKMEN OF ST. PETERSBURG. 


reinforcements, and it was added that 
enormous sums of mone)' had been sent 
to Russia from Eng-land in order to or- 
g-anise a workmen’s revolt. 

The mere publication O'f such a mon- 
strous charg-e in a country the Press of 
which is so well under control as it is in 
Russia would have savoured of unfriend- 
liness. But that the teleg-ram should 
have been deliberately disseminated by 
the police was a serious matter. The 
British colony in Moscow immediately 
informed the British Ambassador at St. 
Petersburg of what had occurred, and he 
forthwith made a strong representation 
on the subject to the Russian Govern- 


the bottom of the disturbances.” But 
meanwhile, the Prefect of Odessa had 
issued a proclamation to the local work- 
men, in which the calumnies of the 
Age??ce Lai me were repeated. A day or 
two later placards similar to those ex- 
hibited in Moscow were posted in Libau, 
bearing the signature of the Governor of 
Courland. This was manifest!}' intoler- 
able, and, accordingly, Sir Charles Hard- 
inge’s protest was renewed in a very 
vig-orous fashion He pointed out that 
such proceedings could not but have a 
deplorable effect, and hinted plainly that 
the existing friendly relations were being 
wantonly endangered. 
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The Russian Government now took 
action, and every trace of the telci^ram 
was removed. It transpired that the 
Agoicc haliiic was a liole-and-corncr affair 
of no slandin_j4, and it was ^'enerally re- 
gretted that such a trivial institution 
sliould liave been .afforded the opportuniiv 
of doinji’ so much genuine mischief. 


this fresh outra.qre was that the soldiers 
had ^'•ot completely out of hand, and that 
a combination of excitement and vodka 
had made them incapable of discrimin- 
:tlin^ between rioters and the oHicial re- 
pre.sentatives of a foreii^n Power. 

In I’oland the disturbances continued 
for many weeks almost without inter- 



GRAND DUKE VLADIJIIR. 


Another untoward incident of the out- 
break in Russia took place in Warsaw on 
January 28th, In the course of the riot- 
ing’ Mr. Murray, the British Consul- 
General, and the pro-Consul were at- 
tacked b}" soldiers, and the pro-ConsuI, 
who was a Russian subject, was injured 
by a sword-cut. Here, again, pressing 
representations were made by Sir Charles 
Hardinge. The explanation offered for 


ruption. But there is no need here to 
follow further the progress of the out- 
break, sufficient having been said to in- 
dicate the character of the movement 
and the extent of its influence upon the 
war. There is little doubt that it was at 
one time almost universally expected that 
a general revolution tliroughout Russia 
would overthrow the reigning dynasty, 
and bring the war to a dramatic and 
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suddtn end IliU it di<! not tio m» w in 
nttfibiitcd *50010 not no nimli to 111 
stern mcTNurts of rtpnssion idoplul l») 
ihc Go\crnmcnt is to the fiit ih it Ihi 
Russian masses A\crt not \it titlul for 
a Constitution 

Hut at this point t!i< rctilion of « irli r 
aspects of the oulhrt ik to tin u ir < • is» s, 
and the painful nirntnc of mPniil «Jis- 
orders mas, icrordinjjK, h <h<fl«d, tit 
itc resumcrJ later Ij\ tiu <hs' nssK»n of i 
fre^h episode so st in/J tr if^i /s 

to 3^o'’d a nc4 standjxjint from hi ti 
to aiee these » xtr lordin ir\ * mh irr 
r-tr'is of a h'll^c'emt n l»m *f< m- 
a It *'jl !/*• tbit, fn>'/I 
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CHAPTER LXXXr. 

ON THE SHA-HO — CONDITION OF THE OPPOSING FORCES — KUROPATKIN’s GOOD SPIRITS—- 
TYPICAL ENCOUNTERS — TRYING TO PIERCE THE LINE— -MISHTCHENKO’S RAID— 
RAIIAVAY WRECKING — ATTACK ON A STORE DEPOT— CHINESE NEUTRALITY VIOLATED. 


I N Chapter LXXIV. the story of the 
operations in the region of the Sha- 
ho was brought down to about the mid- 
dle of December. The ensuing six Aveeks 
which are covered by the present chap- 
ter constitute a period not, perhaps, of 
sensational importance, but extremely in- 
teresting for a variety of strong reasons. 
The military significance of this interval 
was twofold. In the first place there 
were two enormous armies in close touch 
along an immense front, armies so 
powerful and alert that, notwithstanding 
the severity of the season, and the natural 
reluctance to- take costly risks, the re- 
velation of any distinct weakness on the 
one side would inevitably have been fol- 
lowed by a swift attempt on the other to 
take advantage of the opportunity thus 
offered. Secondly, as we shall see, this 
period was actually marked by a very 
striking example of the cavalry raid. 
But, apart from these military considera- 
tions, we have to remember that from the 
middle of December to the end of January 
events were taking place far away from 
the banks of the Sha-ho, which could 
not but gravely influence morally, if not 
materially, the progress of the operations 
in that direction. 

For the correct weighing of this last 
reflection the two previous chapters have 
been a useful preparation. The writer 
has already expressed the belief that, 
all thing's being considered, tiic news of 


the fall of Port Arthur must have come as 
something of a relief to Kuropatkin per- 
sonally. But, none the less, the positive 
tidings of such a disaster could not fail 
to produce throughout his army a feel- 
ing of very grave depression, if not of 
utter gloom. The Russian authorities at 
home were evidently apprehensive of this 
result, for, Avith singular fatuity, they 
withheld all news of the capitulation from 
the army at Mukden, and the announce- 
ment of the loss of Port Arthur was made 
to the Generalissimo of the Russian 
armies in the field by his immediate 
antagonist. According to the iMukden 
correspondent of the Berlin Loka/aficcigcr, 
Marshal Oyama addressed a letter to 
General Kuropatkin, in which he an- 
nounced the surrender of the fortress, and 
expressed his admiration for its gallant 
defenders. The correspondent added 
that the effect of the news Avas over- 
whelming-, since, during the last few 
daA’^s, information had been recciA'cd 
AA'hich seemed to- wiwranl the hope that 
the defence Avould be prolonged. “ Ihc 
impression created Avas, therefore, that 
of a sudden disaster, Avhich it Avas felt 
must inevitably infiuence the situation on 
the Sha-ho.” 

Of the effect created upon the army at 
the front by sucli news as Avas permitfed 
to reach it concerning the outbre-ak at 
home it is impossible to spc.ak clearly 
and conclusively, but it goes without .s:iy- 
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ihrit the tniops, a lar^e proportion of 
wiiom were reservists frcsli from )iomc, 
wore profoiJiKlly moved by the lerrifyint^^ 
intclliyenec of the strikes and their re- 
sults. \\'hat made tiie situation more 
dreadful was tlic fact, to wliieh the \var 
correspondent of one of the Russian 
jKipers drew particular attention, that 
Irom the start the Russian soldiers in the 
held liad l)ecn keenly interested in the 
prospect f)f domestic reform. About the 
middle of December they were bej^innin”- 
to talk of little else. They seemed to 
understand thoroui^hly the meaninir of 
the reforms, and it was rather a pathetic 
circumstance that lliese simple fiqhtin” 
men should attribute tlic movement to 
the dc'ire to reward the army for the 
hardships it was enduring. “ The idea," 
said tlie correspondent of the T/t-ts, tele- 
graphing from Mukden, " has infused 
new life into litem, together with the de- 
sire to finish off the Japanese quickly in 
order to get home to live ns men with 
liberties." The revulsion of feeling pro- 
duced by the news of " Red Sunday," 
and the deepening conviction that the 
immediate prospects of internal Russia 
lay rather in the direction of anarchy than 
in that of reform, can be better imagined 
than described. 

As to the slate of the Japanese troops 
in Manchuria during this period, there is 
little or no information available beyond 
what has already been utilised in Chapter 
LXXIV”. In a telegram from Reuter’s 
correspondent A\ith General Oku’s army, 
which was despatched by way of Fusan 
on December i8th, a serious shortage of 
fuel and food was regarded as imminent ; 
but if the Japanese soldiers suffered in 
this way, they kept the fact to them- 
selves, and there is certainly no indication 
of exhaustion or privation in their sub- 
sequent performances. 


As to the actual condition of the Rus- 
•sian armies there were conflicting reports. 
According to one authority, the frightfully 
cold nights worked havoc with General 
Kuropatkin’s forces, 700 men being re- 
ported to have died from exposure. 
“ Messages to the highest quarters have 
been received from General Kuropatkin, 
bitterly complaining of the tardiness of 
the commissariat department in sending 
supplies ncccssar}' to the soldiers, who 
arc insufficiently clothed to meet the 
rigours of a winter campaign, and in- 
sisting that until there is better organisa- 
tion military operations ar® impossible. 
The supplies which are arriving are of an 
exceedingly poor quality, and are insuffi- 
cient in quantity. General Mavis has, by 
special order of the Tsar, gone to Mos- 
cow, empowered to examine all stores 
sent to the Far East. His first examina- 
tion of a trainload of goods showed the 
necessity of his presence. A large por- 
tion of the stores were reported as use- 
less, and much of the rest as not of a 
particularly high character. Eleven hun- 
dred pieces of clothing described as 
‘ warm overcoats ’ delivered by a Moscow 
firm had to be rejected. General Mavis 
is remaining at jMoscow to continue in- 
vestigations." 

Here is another and different 
picture : — 

“ The Russian camps present a pic- 
turesque appearance. The sides of the 
hills and the fields around the villages 
are dotted with mud huts and the little 
chimneys of the dug outs, from which 
the smoke is rising-. Even more com- 
fortable than the officers’ quarters in 
Chinese houses are the huts of the private 
soldiers, which are well built and roomy, 
with small glass windows, and provided 
with sheet-iron stoves. The men have 
every comfort possible, including great 
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qti jntitics <4 w irm clotliinf: md he »t pro- 
diicjnj; food 

‘ I Ik tr^nspo^t is workini; wtll, is the 
roids ire frorin h ird, ind ire in t\ 

< client condition I nr^'c supplies of h i\ 
ind im nre hcinj; l)rou^;hl from West 
ern M mchum hs the rmtls, severil of 
uhtih extend direct to the southern md 
i istirn positions of the irnu ’ 

\eeordm^’' to this writer, the stores it 
^Ulk(len were slicked with cxerx eliss 
of t;oods, dthoui»h prices were hi,^h, md 
some ilipreci ition in the \ due of the 
rouble hul liken phee On the whole, 
there seems no rensou to doubt tint for 
the P ‘'■1 period with which 

we ire <lt ilint' the Kussnns were \cr\ 
f iirh well fed ind c ired for, but to 
w irds the end of J uui ir\ i f^llln^ off 
doubtless bc^m to be obser\nbIc, owm^ 
pirlb to the diviurlnnces it St Peters 
biir^ uul Moscow, ind the incrcisintj 
thriieulti of netting supplies si irted on 
tbeir w i\ to the front 

Inhippib, the xer\ wellbeing of the 
Kussi in triKij s mt int i fearful drim 
ii|X)n the surrounding countrs, ind ic- 
tomnN ijjrii IS to the misers inflicted 
uixm the b ipless mb ibitnnts of the 
coimtrv round Mukden b\ the un''e imoj: 
ihnnnds of the Russi m soldiers Here 
IS I lelbn^' ixtnci from i pris tie letter 
jn bb lu-d in the 7'orrr — 

Uitv't rcp<srts fnms Mukden sns th it 
llu sillijers bise been dockini,'^ in there 
bs tins of thou*. ind«. Ibecountrs ilon^ 
t! « riiluis ind for n smJc ruliiis Ins 
Usn nurK dvssMitinl Nothin,; r<*- 
tinm- Hu most populous in<! be st^ul. 
tisTJnl ti m of ^t^nehll^I I is i com- 
r’ It s^l5^!^rnc^s Tlio ivinds of pretts 
I’d ihnsi MUs,;rs md nnrkct lossns 
«fi iTi ft ins \n t! t* fne proses of trees 
sfe lemiliio, dfwirs ssindosss 

I ! csrrs srsti^c of tlir suwxhvork of the 


houses the Russians h isc burned for fuel 
Crops were cut down — thousands of acres 
— bs Russi I s two hundred md more 
thousand troops ns for ii;c I urther 
ifield, the stacks of corn hue been all 
sei/cd or dcstrosed, ind not a cent paid 
or e\en promised as some compens ition 
to the innocent sufTcrers 1 ir md sside 
tfie crops ssere r iitled eaten, or tr impled 
dossn food is risiiij; in price, esen in 
pHccs unaffected dircctls Millet h \s been 
fixed as to price bs the Chinese local 
j;oscrnors, but it must rise in spite of 
this Cattle ire decreasini; or becoming 
extinct in sside ire is 

Ponies md nudes ire being sacrificed 
lu hundreds to meet the mililars de- 
minds \mmals lease their homes, 

neser to return , or, if so, often o\cr- 
sir lined and useless 

I rom another letter written hs n 
foreign oflicer ssho h id just left the Rus- 
Sion forces m Mancluiri i wc obtain some 
useful details concerning the military 

position towards the litter end of 

December In the estim iiion of this csi- 
dcntls competent autlionij the Russian 
irms was stronger than the J ipancse bj 
some thoiisinds, although according to 
the Russian Intglhgenee l^ep irtnsent, the 
strength of the tsso forces s\ is ibout 
equal \1I tlie Siberian reserses, in- 

cluding the fust Disisinn, had arriscd, 
IS ssell is the ssbidi. of the Sih \rms 
Corps md i duision of the Don Cos- 
vaeks Kemforccnii-nts, innreoscr, were 
coming through rtgiil iris It took ibout 
vix ssceks for i corps to irrise from Rus- 
si i One important new eles elopmcnt 
ss IS tint Gcner il Mislitchcnko hid been 
given tile tomni md of ill the ns ilrv, to 
Ih. fornud into in enormous division, 
Rennenkimpf and S inwinofT ret lining 
ihiir former civilrv oomni intis There 
was a grand lot il of 1 , 0^7 guns, mclud- 
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bovirhootl of the railway bridge over the 
Sha-lu), towards which the Ja])anese had 
been steadily ereepint;- witii a view to 
effectin”' a passaj^e in some forre. J<’f)r 
throe nij^lits tlie Russians sapped up to- 
wards t!ie l)ridi4e, and tlien, j^ettins^ 
witiiin siiort ran_i;e, they Inirled ifun-eot- 
ton Ijoinbs' into tlie eneniy’.s trenches eom- 
inunicatiu”- with the bridije, disliKli^ini*-, 
at any rale temporarily, the occupants. 
Those irun-colton bombs were largely 
used by llie Russians at this jicriod, and 
appear to have boon fairly effective. It 
will be rememborod that similar pro- 
jectiles were employed by the J.apanese 
before Port .\rlhur for clearing the enemy 
out of ktiponiers and other defences. 

;\ somewhat curious revival is here in- 
dic.'ited of the appli('ation of the old 
hand grenades, which were shells of 
metal about two and a half inches in 
diameter, lilled with line powder, and 
buivst by means of a small fuse. Thc\' 
used to be thrown by the “ Grenadiers ” 
— w'ho were the tallest and .stoutest 
.soldiers in the regiment, and were formed 
into a picked company, and posted on 
the right of a battalion — into places 
where the enemy stood thickly, and par- 
ticularly into trenches or other places of 
lodgment. We ourselves had long ago 
discarded the grenade and the grenadier 
companies in our service, but the ex- 
perience of this war may tend to the re- 
introduction of a W'capon w’hich, in these 
da}'s of high explosives, can be made 
much more destructive than it used to 
be in the first half of the last century. 

On December 25th a t3'pical little com- 
bat took place at the village of Lin-shi- 
pu, wdiich has been frequently mentioned 
before in connection wdth the Sha-ho 
fighting. This w^as the village, one end 
of which, it will be remembered, remained 
for weeks in the hands of the Japanese, 


while the Russians remained in stubborn 
occupation of the other. Some huts in 
the Japanese end had been damaged by 
gun-cot I on bombs on the night of the 
22nd, and three nights later a Russian 
detachment made an effort to occupy 
these buildings. ^Vhat followed is an 
in.structive example of the difficulty of 
catching the Japanese napping in any- 
thing relating to soldiers’ work. In the 
first place they w'crc very much on the 
alert, and the Russian detachment, as it 
crept towards the coveted huts, came 
under a hot cross fire. When, moreover, 
the huts were reached, it was found that 
the walls facing the enemy’s position had 
been thoughtfully razed to the ground. 
Instead, therefore, of settling down more 
or less comfor(abI\" in a roofed building, 
from the inside of which they could ex- 
change fire with the enemy, the Russians 
simply gained the far side of a wall, and 
were again expo.sed, this time at a range 
of fifty yards, to a cross-fire from the 
enemy’s trench. .An ollicer and a couple 
of soldiers w'crc promptly killed, and the 
rest got away as best they could to a less 
warm corner than the one they had 
aspired to occupy. 

On New Year’s Da_v a pleasant in- 
stance occurred of those amenities of 
warfare to which allusion has been pre- 
viously made in connection with the Sha- 
ho operations. Two junior officers of the 
opposing forces had for some lime past 
carried on a jocular correspondence by 
means of notes left in the huts alternately 
occupied by their respective detachments, 
and on New Year’s Day it was resolved 
to extend this merry intercourse by a 
little friendly conversation. Arrange- 
ments were accordingly made for a meet- 
ing, and the two officers, each attended 
by an escort of two soldiers, came out 
into the open with refreshments, and a 
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two hours’ dnt w »s indultitd in, 
which, \\c ire tohJ, ‘ w ir nutters were 
not discussed ’ 

lor the first tin dns of J mu ir\ the 
<HKrnlions nlonj^ the Sh i ho eonsisteil 
liniost intireK of minor iff urs \ med b\ 
oicnsionil homlurdments, ind, indeed, 
until till ind of the month the eixolrs 
nid whieh we ire ibout to describe 
formed the onl\ re d bre ik in i soine- 
wlnt monotonous senes of pett\ skirni- 
ishts Ihil the import mce of such spells 
of ^pp^rlnl mietjon must not be under- 
estmuted lhe\ »rc cvcellent tests of 
iflieicniN, ind tiic fiel tint for such i 
prolonjjid period, doni; such nn immense 
hill, the Rvissims ind the J ipnncsc were 
sho\m^ up 1^'imst nch other m such 
close eont let, with so little wi\ j;i\en on 
either Mile, is one of the most interesting 
inst inces of erju ilh h il meed stremjlh in 
miht'irt Instore I or he this time the 
objeriions to i forward moeenunt on the 
p irt of iither mtaf'omst eecre fist dis. 
appnnn}; The Kussi ms hid obt imed 
mmwnnis rimforciments, md eeere he 
comuif' mured to the treinjj^ conditions 
iindir eelucli tbee eeire working lor 
tliim the rupture of the J ipnmse line at 
me imixirtanl jxnnt mij;ht Inee paeed 
tlu ee i\ to in ide mce aj^ unst I i lo e inj:^ 
the possibli rev ipturc of eehieh must Inec 
l<in in tlu mind eif eeere one of Kiiro 
p itkm s m r iK it this pi rioif 

To till Jipanisi, on the other hind 
till l! m,.hl of tluir cneme eeith ^lllk<ll^ 
It 1 IS lurk, mil fresli relies of men mel 
' <ris rn lun^ Inm almost dole w is a 
liri ills evtreoydmere 

b ^tli < f ih Kussun front — at one lime 
M I’ s jsrn ,x u est 1, I xtindctl o\er 
di I 1 n Iriil miles n »I one »!- 
tr n t • te'n tl r fieaks for t! c presiit 

• ’ I f tN f n *0 15 t ll ere was s|,|l 

^ ‘ ^ r '•a m pr«SM n at 


one point or inntlicr, md the riijht sort 
of impression propcrle followed up mi^ht 
h i\e led to further openings 

lloee tile Uiisstans attempted a diecr- 
sion winch, if stieccssful, might haec had 
import int eonseqiiences, wc shall see pre- 
sentle hut, judging be an iccount pub 
lislied m the 1 rcirna, the japmese 

seem to hiee been the first to make a 
serious effort to pierce the Russian line 
he i moeement eehich, ilthough in it- 
self msignificmt, nne well Inet been m- 
lendee! as a prelude to i much more 
serious ade ince On J imnre qth thej 
opened a bomb irdment eehich listed the 
eehole elae against the Russian positions 
on both sides of the ruleeae At teeo 
o clock the next morning the offcnsiec 
eeas taken be a eehole regiment of in- 
fnntrj, which, even if eet disenimt the 
rather onesided report in the Iculing 
Riissi m organ, is i much larger force 
than Ind for a long lime p ist been seen 
in eearhkc motion along the banks of the 
Sin Iio 

The Russian outposts eeere drietn 
back, md the J ipinest eontimicd to ad- 
e mcc m the teeth of a hot fire from the 
Russian artillerj positions mil inf mtre 
trenches 1 his time the Russi ms shoeeed 
considerable eeiliness, for their outposts 
retiring sloeele, lured the eneme on n>- 
e\ irds t conceded bittere At i r ingc 
of onle 4C0 e irds the hittere opened fire 
upein the ade innng J ipintsi, md at the 
sime time i parte of Russian infanlre 
ittaeki-el them in the fi ink T iken at a 
complete tlis ide int igi, the J ip uitse are 
vaiel tee hive escapiel innihd etum h\ a 
prceipn ite anti dtsortltrle rilrcit and 
with tint eomp’eteriss whiih sonulimes 
irtiticille, sonietin rs rither enielelv. 
tiirks the icrmmt of the most tneiil 
Rusxi in suicess, \ t irc msuritl ih it the 
s'-emv were fndiv elrietn from thetr 
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were eatne.l on tnii/.s, •.ehieh were /•tisheil iiloity the line ly Chinese cpoltcs. 


orij^'inal positions In- their victorious nd- 
vcrsarics. 

We ha\'c now to qivc atlciuion to an 
operation of a very clifTercnt description 
from the forei^oiny, namely, a Russian 
cavalry raid, having- as its object the cut- 
ting- of the Japanese railway communica- 
tions and the destruction of tiie Japanese 
supply depot near the mouth of tlie Liao 
River. Not since Chapter XLIL, in 
Volume I., has there been occasion to 
make more than incidental reference to 
the Japanese occupation of "^’ing'-kau, the 
port of Niu-chwang-, and to Old Niu- 
chwang-, wdu'cli lies some twenty-eight 
miles fui'ther up the river. But the de- 
spatch of stores by this route has been 
carefully kept in view, and it has g-one 
without saying- that, with their accus- 
tomed thoroughness, the Japanese have 
turned this important new base to the 
best possible advantage. 


As a m.-atcr of fact, in addition to 
organising a vast emporium of warlike 
stores at Old Niu-chwang, they had con- 
structed another great commissariat 
depot at Niu-kia-tun, some three miles 
north of Ying-kau, with a view to the ac- 
cumulation of as many stores as possible 
before the mouth of the Liao River 
should become ice-bound. The latter 
event took place towards the end of 
X'ovcmber, and it is thought that by the 
end of the first week in January most of 
the supplies accumulated at Old Niu- 
chwang- must have been exhausted. But 
those at Niu-kia-tun are estimated to 
have been still worth nearly a million 
sterling- in actual mone3S "while, of course, 
in such ^\-arlike conditions as those which 
were present in Manchuria they were, 
practically speaking, priceless. 

It must also be remembered in con- 
nection with the raid about to be de- 
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«rrilic<l, tint tlic r.iilunj in rcnr of the nccticil before Port \rtliur to reinforce 
J.iinnise po-itinn on the -.nuthern hank the main armic-. iinilcr Marshal Ojama. 


of the Sln-lm had, in the e.irli part of \n} seriotis interruption of the railn.n) 
Innuart, a double siitnific.ince. \ot onh comnninlcation could not but dcla> con 
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n in! rKitiixition fur the ihe nrrUal of tlj'i*? 
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as a’Kiut to l>o vttlijcrtrtj to an lirl) important atldit1f>n of far- 

I '’rttn tic matti- «»f hrin*;* artifirr}. t*f far^c rafjhrc. 
c nolo"t;tr Tlic Uus’.ians, then, hul cvtr\ 
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ment to make a quick dash southward 
with a body of extremely mobile troops, 
and to endeavour to cause the enemy 
serious annoyance both by cutting- his 
railway communications and by destroy- 
ing his reserve supplies. Nor were the 
means wanting to this end. In the early 
part of this chapter an extract was gi^'en 
from a letter written by a foreign officer 
formerly with the Russians in Manchuria, 
in which mention was made of a signi- 
ficant consolidation of the large force of 
cavalry at Kuropatkin’s disposal. To- 
wards the end of December this huge 
body of mounted men was assembled at 
the extreme right of the Russian positio^n, 
and a little later an indication Avas given 
that there Avas no intention of alloAving 
it to remain idle. 

At the same time, lioAvever faA'ourable 
the juncture may have been for the exe- 
cution of a raid, there was one serious 
draAvback to any such attempt. We have 
seen that the Russian cavalry Avere drawn 
up in readiness on the Russian right, and 
it AAull readily be understood that this Avas 
the only flank on Avhich they could be 
expected to operate to any good purpose. 
A big cavalry raid from the Russian left 
would have been foredoomed to failure, 
for the necessary detour Avould haA^e been 
such a long one that, CA-en had the ob- 
jective been reached, the raiders AA'ouId 
inevitably have been cut off before they 
could get back to the Russian line. On 
the other hand, a force operating from 
the extreme Russian right had onl)' to 
traverse about a hundred miles in order 
to be in a position to inflict serious dam- 
age on both communications and sup- 
plies. 

But there Avere tAVO obstacles. To at- 
tempt to break directly through the Jap- 
anese left AA’ould have been suicidal, and 
Kuropatkin had already been taught by 


experience that if here and there a gap 
seemed to exist in the Japanese hedge, 
there Avas generally an unseen obstacle 
on the other side to render any attempt 
to scramble through extremely risky. 
Theoretically, any idea of getting aa'cII 
round the extreme Japanese left Avas also 
out of the question, for- here Chinese 
neutrality came into play. By agreement 
the Russians had no more right to cross 
the Liao River and operate on the other 
side than they had to use Peking as a 
base of supplies. And though it might 
be possible to dash doAA'n south Avithout 
crossing tlie Liao, it Avas morally certain 
that it Avould be necessar)- to traA'erse 
purely Chinese territory on the return 
journe}' unless the raiding force AA-ere 
prepared to meet annihilation from the 
Japanese troops closed up to bar the Avay 
back. 

Russian vIcaa s on the subject of Chinese 
neutrality had already been proved to be , 
A-^ery one-sided, notably at Chi-fu, Avhere, 
as AA'e have seen, Russian AA’-arships had 
sought refuge under very questionable 
conditions. The Russians had also, for 
Aveeks past, been draAving stores from 
the Chinese raihvay terminus at Hsin- 
min-tun or Sin-ming-ting, Avhich lies 
about thirty-five miles to the Avest-north- 
AA'est of Mukden, notAA-ithstanding an ex- 
press embargo placed by the Chinese 
GoA'ernment on this traffic. They had 
been collecting ponies, too, in large 
numbers from Mongolia, and these ex- 
periments in violation of Chinese neutral- 
itA' had proA'ed successful, for the simple 
reason that China AA-as impotent to check 
them, and no other PoAA'er but Japan 
AAOuld a.ssist her to do so. The small 
additional risk to be encountered by 
making a conA'enience of the trans-Liao 
territory for the purpose of a cavalry 
raid Avas, accordingly, not sufficient lo 
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dtlcr Uu'-Mj from m cntcrpri*'C \Nhich » 
more ‘•trupiilous nition 1 m\c re- 

»** birred l)\ considentions of 
simple bonnur 

\t thi. end of the first week m Jininr} 

1 lirj^c force of Cossneks bid been col- 
lected >n the nci};bbourbood of Sin inioR- 
tin;; bv (lencr il Mishtebenko, the wcll- 
I nown c i\ dr\ k ider, \sbo bid redeemed 
the tirU ind not Mr\ spnrklin^ reptiti- 
tion be nude in eonneetion with the 
Kussi in c\ncii ition of Kore i b\ bis sob 
sequent Mj^oroiis b indlinj; of his Cos 
sneks on eMr\ iMil ible opportiinite 

\ portriii of this finc-lookmj; ofTic r is 
j;i\en on pii;e 50S 

Ibe J ip ine'ie should not luxe been 
wbnU\ tinprep irc<l for tlic movement of 
this forc( lor on New \cirs I)i\ i 
dttiebimnt of Coss icks lecomp inied bj 
some Cbunrbuscs is ^oudes ippt ired 
suddinlv on the riilwiv i btfic to the 
norili of Hii-tbcnij, wbu-b lies thirtv-five 
miUs soutli west of I 1 io-\ Nccord 

injj to Ibi 7 ii/rr correspondent it r<»kio 
wlio siibsKjiientIv sent some interesting 
del Ills of If e firmer r iid, these idvcniur- 
oils triKipers phicd explosives it three 
p lints, one beside the r ids, ind the other 
two It thi hiSLs of tekttriph posts, nnd 
tluv suiTveiktl in firing the si just it tin 
moment wlun i trim w is pis’-inij No 
ditnt^i w IS done however, iml the it 
tempt bemvt on 1 verv sm ill scik did 
n t ittriLt in> ittention \ Loss ick 
dis,^ui»ed IS 1 Chinimm w is c iptiirt d tiv 
tit rubv n ^in ds, Imt notlimj; could be 
t,ol In TV him 

l-i(ir It hv-nme iMiluit to th J ip m s 
t’nt ill little pirtv nni'l hive btlop^nl 
to n diiirhnnM sdi u tC'O suim,; whi h 
<'"■ Jiieirv ■;nl n mil down the west 
bif if tJr Ij HI m irlv IS fir is Old 
Nij-il w'i*>4 •x’'i\ ilu V Will driw It w 1 
*l 'r } • n *,vstJ T'/r r ('orrrs|)ond n1. 


th tl these troopers h ui CUmesc issist- 
inrc, inrl tint in ridini,*' down the west 
bink of the 1 no thev Ind openij 
Molitcd Chinese neulr ibis Uul it wis 
supposed th It 1 mere reconn uss mcc h id 
Eiccn intended, md itfiin no serious 
notice wis t iken of whit wis re dU i 
prelude to i verj serious perform ince 
On J inu ir\ 8th f>cncrd Mishtchenko 
crossed the Hun Uiver from the m un 
liussnii position soulli of Mukden it the 
held of i civilrj division of Cossicks, 
Ciuc isi ms ind Dr ujoons in three 
brij; ides cstimitcd to number iboiit b oco 
mounted men, with sis bitterics of h;jht 
iridkrv Ihis imposing force swept 
southw ird on i five mile front It wi^ 
iccompinicd bv onij one fortifjn corre 
spondent, Mr I nncis McCulh^h, tl s 
represent ituc of the I\cu Ycrk Herald 
to whose \i\id description of the nul the 
writer IS indebted for minv of the dot iil 
eontiinetl in the follow inj; iccount — 
The r iidin? force must hive presentev 
m tslnordmirv ippc irincc is it dishes 
over the hroid 1 no Pliin Mthnupli it 
composite n iturc dclnctcd from its PikIu 
mjj cfficicncv, it must hive cnhinccd it 
picturcsqucncss, and it is tloubifi 
whether inv liodv of civ dr\ ictii illj cm 
plovcd it one time in i w irhke oper i 1 
Ins ifforded i more strd inp sped iclc 
W ith the ispe^cl of the iver i^c Coss icl 
tlu rcukr of this historv Ins be 
rendered finiihir bv numerous pieturcs 
but tlicrc wiri minv others besides or 
ilimrv Coss^eks m this niix<d <livision 
Iliert were Kirghiz, K ilmiicks, lUiri its 
ind C UK isnris, who eould not speik 1 
word of Knsvi m the list n imed fr 

I Mob immed in hru; idi kil hv ofTcir 
fn»m the Kussnn C iv ilrv of the ( t 
Oni cm pirluri them su irthv hciriltt* 
niiltlv unifnrmtil md ts n ru! , with > 

II urv < ips, ihi tr bin hors<v tn tin bird 
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est condition ; their weapons bright with 
constant handling and that careful at- 
tention which most Asiatics bestow 
lovingly on all personal fighting gear ; 
many of them with a skinny fowl or other 
plunder already dangling from their sad- 
dles ; and all in high good humour at the 
prospect of further spoil. At the head of 
the three brigades rode Generals Sam- 
sonoff, Abramoff, and Tyelschoff. 

The first two days of the march were 
uneventful, only a- Japanese transport 
cart being snapped up. But it soon be- 
came evident that the progress of the 
division was becoming known to the Jap- 
anese, for, as night fell on the 9th, the 
Russians saw signal bonfires lit one after 
another, and stretching away into the far 
distance eastwards. During the re- 
mainder of the raid the Japanese or their 
Chinese agents kept up this method of 
signalling, even during the daytime, when 
dense pillars of smoke indicated the pas- 
sage of the raiders more effectually than 
flames alone would have done. 

At eight o’clock in the morning of 
January loth the Russians met a band 
of 500 Chunchuses, and the latter opened 
fire, the first bullet killing a Russian cap- 
tain. Thereupon the Begistan Regiment 
charged, according to Mr. McCuIlagh, 
with incredible swiftness and fierceness. 
The Chunchuses, who were armed with 
Mausers, resisted bravely, but were over- 
come, and lost loo of their number. A 
Japanese flag was captured from them. 

Towards evening on the loth a brisk 
encounter took place between the Cos- 
sacks forming the rearguard of the left 
brigade and a company and a half of 
Japanese infantry. The Japanese were 
holding a village covering the railway, 
and on the approach of the Cossacks they 
occupied a factory, and prepared to offer 
a stubborn resistance. The Cossacks 


under Lieutenant Nekrasoff approached 
the wall of the factory, and the Russian 
leader was first wounded in the head by 
a bayonet thrust, and then killed by two 
rifle bullets. A French lieutenant named 
Berlin was also killed. 

As the Japanese, wrote Kuropatkin in 
reporting this affair to the Tsar, were 
found to be securely posted behind the 
strong factory wall, the Cossacks were 
compelled to summon artillery to their 
aid, and these opening fire at 400 yards, 
compelled the Japanese to evacuate the 
building. As the defenders retired they 
were dispersed by the Cossacks, and some 
were taken prisoners. But the encounter 
was hardly a fortunate one for the Rus- 
siians, who- lost two officers and seven 
men killed, and thirty-three soldiers 
wounded. 

On January nth the Cossacks ad- 
A'anced unopposed, and at noon entered 
Old Niu-chwang, which had been pre- 
viously occupied by a company of Jap- 
anese infantry and two squadrons of 
cavalry. The majority of these retired, 
but fifty Japanese shut themselves in a 
house and refused to surrender. Some 
of them Avere killed, others Avere cap- 
tured, and, according to the Russian 
official report, those A\dio had previously 
retreated Avere folloAved up and severely 
dealt Avith. But the raiders had noAv to 
attend to other business besides that of 
inflicting insignificant casualties upon 
small detachments. During the nth the 
Caucasian brigade destroyed about 600 
yards of the railway north of Hai-cheng, 
and dragoons blew up the bridge at Ta- 
shi-chao. The telegraph and telephone 
lines Avere cut, and a train and tAVO 
locomoti\’es damaged. During the lotb 
and nth 500 transport carts Avere cap- 
tured. 

The Caucasians and dragoons appear to 
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havt' (l(>no their week ef railway ami 
iM'idi^e wreekini^' very hatlly, for, amwd- 
inj;' to the Japanese report, tiu' mischief 
was pnn^iptly repaired, and toallic eve»^ 
alonp' tlu' main line canm>t have heeu in- 
U'rrupted for more than a day or two at 
most, 

A striking instanv'e, this, of the folly 
(d' entnistinp' work which onpht to be 
seicntilically anti mt^st thorovi^hly per- 
formed tc> half-traineddrrep'tdars. There 
is m' ((uestion that; if the Unssiaus had 
nsed the (.opportunity now atVorded them 
with real skill they NvvmUl \\ave cansx'd 
the Japanese an intinity of trouble, and. 
nu'ivH'ver, wt>uld have done much to 
rentier the remainder v>f their etUerprise 
n brilliant smvess itustead of an almost 
complete hasctv h'or Ta-st\i-ehao is, as 
was explainetl in the narrative of the ad- 
vance of t^ktt's army tt\> tluxont^h the 
hiao-tunp: reniusula, the Junction ft'v the 
branch line running' to Vinp-kau or the 
Fort of Aiu-chwanjij. As the latter was 
to be made t>ne t'f the mait\ objvvtives of 
the raid, the interrnption v'f connnunica- 
tion by this branch Utte should have been 
most carefully earrietl out with a view to 
preventing' the swift reint\>ivement of the 
Viup:-kau and Niu-kia-tun p'arrisvms. 
Fut the drajt'oons who went to 'I'a-shi- 
chao mvist have sca\nped their work 
sadly, with the result that on the next day 
a train with rv'infoivemeuts, as we shall 
<ee, pot thr(.Hip'h to Vinp'-kau, ami modi- 
fied an extremely critical situation. 

.-Vccordinp to the Japanese ^vport tlunv 
was a sharp encounter in the forenoon 
('f the mth between a Japanese cavalry 
<lctaclunent anti hutr Cossack sotnias tv' 
the westward (d‘ a plae.' called Tunpmasa. 
resviUinp in the dispersal of the Uussiaus. 
rhvae w as further spoxadic liphtiup' wUh'h 
show's that duriup this day the raiders 
must \>a\ e been a pov''d deal split up. 


On January leth the oulminatiup' point 
of the raid w'as reached, General Misht- 
chettko tiashiup' w ith the main body of his 
hu'ee tt> Xiu-kia-tun, where, as Iv.ts al- 
reatly Keen mentioned, there w'as a preat 
eomtnissarittt depf't ecnuaininp' army 
stm'es to the value of This 

valuithle property was uoruutUy defended 
by about 500 Japattese sv'Uliers. and when 
Genertd Mishtehenko first Jippeared be- 
fore the place tit four o'clock in the tifter- 
noou of January tetlp he miphi have 
taken it hy tt cciA cV .'W.'fV. nolwithstand- 
iup' the fttilure of his tlrupv^ons to wawk 


the brttneh line fi'c»m 'ra-shi-ehav> with 
sonu'thiup' like thoivwip'huess. but, iii 
av\y ease, he w'as tt puartor t>f an hour io.i 
late. I'or as he etuuc within sip'it* of 
Xiu-kia-tun a train of sixteen truck.s. encii 
carryinp' thirty Japanese, stcanuxl ist. 
actually passittp' the Russians, by din: 
of prc'.tt exertions this train had. been pot 
tluvnp'h fonn d'a-shi-chao w'ith a tvin- 
fotwment furnished by the parrismt still 
maintained in the north of the hiao-ttmp' 
Fcninsula. d'hc Jttpanc.'xc .soldiers fuvd 
h'om the trucks on the Russians, tmtl. ott 
arrival at Xivt-kia-tun. pivmptly joituxl 
the p'tn't'isott, which now' nunthcrixi ttbottt 
t.o'.v rcst'lutc men well intt'x.'ncluxk tnui 
puite prcptuxal to do battle with atty 
number of t'ossaeks. 

At first Mishtehenko did not despair of 
sucvX'sSi ntc'tX' especially as l.c h'.ul ie.- 
tc'atu'u V'f cutcrinp Vinp-kau. but dcsinxi 
mi'celv tv' dv'Sto'v tlu' Xlu-kia-tan ilcpoS. 
The six batteries of aUillcrv weto ouleiw! 


tv' v'pen a v\nu>v'nc,vlc. i.vw' Cv'ssacks 
wexv detailed tv' make a front attaek. at'.d 
the tvst V'f the foxve atteeaptv'vi a vlivor^io^x 
v'U the rip'ht. .^'omc of the b'eiUhr.p.v ixx 
thv' vU'pv't wv'Cv' sv't v'xx fa'v' by thv' .'atihei v. 
and the Cv'ssacks nxaviv' three vle,Neer.ne 
v'havpc'-. vxu't'vixxp' o*.x the attaex tv'r a 
^hv'‘. t tixxxv' .vftv'r vknk. bxxt t'.oahv 
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^ucli tirciimsiinrt'' jrc no imtLh for in- 
fnntr> wlicn the Htttr nrc inlrcnclud* 
Tnd know fiou to eliont etrii^ht Tlic 
Kusei ins Ktpt dropping; to the util ninnd 
fire of the defenders, md cttnlinll' 
Gcncnl Mishtchenko, ft trinj; th it, t\t<t 
if In p irti dl\ succeeded in ilt umn^ hi'* 
object, he would he hci\d\ tncumbcrid 
with uoundtd, t?'i\c tlu order to rclirt 
It iftcru irds tnnspircd ih it si\i\.t\\o 
dc’id ^nd si\ unuiuled Kussi ms utri left 
on the field, ind tint the Jnp incse e isml 
tics nmounltd onh to two killed nml 
cleNcn uoMTided 

Ihe iccounts of the return of tlu 
raiders arc a little confiismj; ouinj; 
doubtless, to the f let that the forte did 
not keep to^jether closch , an<l th it dc* 
t ichcd pirties were enjjajred in isol itctl 
encounters hj the now tliorouKhlv 
aw iki ned J ip incse One such cneounlcr 
was reported to ha\c taken plate on 
J ininr\ when the Uusstans, in 

tcmporir) occupition of Old \ni- 
chw in^, were drnen out in confusion 

On the follow inff morninjf mother en- 
K tijemcnt occurred to the west of \iu* 
chw anj: it a pi ice callcti S inch dm I he 
Russnns were prcpannjj to strike north 
warti, when one column found itself out- 
flanketl b\ a stronf;’ Jap incse <ltt ichmcnt 
of all arms, which Inti crept round under 
co\cr of the mist A smart ninninj' 
action ensued, from which the Russians 
claim to ha\e rclind in ^tiotl nrdir ifltr 
losinj; fite ofTictrs ami fiflx men kilht! 
anti wotindctl Marslnl 0\ mils ar 
count of the procctdin^'s is somcwhil 
difTcrcnt his rtptirt st ilini, Ihit ih 
cnenn were tlrucn hirk in th'ordtr with 
oier "loo nsinllifs, and ll t llu\ 
alnndoretl a qinntiti of wnpojs mtl 
other articles 

On the irih thf Russnns, wlo wrrr 
n > n on rr in i prt its r »m 
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pul mass, wire spi(,| Mlmunt of 

jipintsi. 1 i\ dr\ in i north- 

wtstcrh diriitmn lht\ ippi md to he 
lhorout;liI\ t\luusted It w is imim<l 
tint soiju of till Kussi ms wtm (Iiiiksi 
intrioats and i ips while nniiN ot tluni 
w<r< dn ssed I ntirclv inthiiust iosiiiiiu, 
includini; pigtails 

\lllioiii,di It IS not comphttU istdi 
lislu d th it tlu IsUssnns \ mlalid C hint s« 
Itrritors diirmj; tlu niirih smiihw iril 
tlu re can he no qiitstion tint tlu\ did so 
on the rtturn jnuriuv. in onh r to i\«id 
tlw pwwshiwtwt whnh wnn\d uTtmdi 
lti\i been iniluttd on them hv ilu J ip 
most, who h id m nil ivtinsm prijiiri 
tions for intineptinj; them Iliis li t 
done thtricts !irj,il\ from am i iliii 
wliith the riid nitj,'ht titlurwisi hi\< 
posstssed IS 1 rnilil in opirilnn for ii 
is el< trh impossilde to thdiiu milit m 
Itssonsof first iliss import 11 le In m i 
perform ifu i in whuh one suit sims ii 
self h\ ilcjiirtinj; from Ilu riih s of il 
j;anH is it isordinanli pliiidhi Imimm 
aldt nations 

Hut in in\ ( is( Mishtilunlos r ml 
could not hive t d en 1 itn j m d jil 1 t 
imonj; the rnordid opintuiis of w ir 
I \tM if its \( n conrtpii >n h ul noi I) » o 
Mtiited hi the tuaissiti ot ii tiliru 
Cluntst ttrrit«)ri ntlur in the nt in h i 1 
iIh south or till d ish fi r Imrm t r Ih ili 
tlu evdutmn of tlu inonimnl i is '«ri 
f tiiUi In the f rst pl I i , tl f p i « i\ IS 
ini«h l«K> si )W , in ihi st-toul, i! i \v*>rt 
of <!(moh!un w is 11 ns| rir»l s K d i 
tml lliirdli tlu n i IS n » I \ i r f r il 
fiiiih ilK mpi ujHin \iu 1 1 1 till (ii't! 
irni Ifmlh seir« of 1 sU< n tf * 
r f nt <»f J ip o rs ir f r In 

I no,»,v»'HfI t! « r 111 r- s| f 1 r t 1 i 
t d en It < ill i Iwf* d iis lo fi ' ff 
t! < Ki r r« ’ t to ( {. r t fo if 1 

I I'-lr ' f fr 1 .*>. 
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GENERAL MISHTCHENKO. 


perfunctory fashion in which the railway- the way, were protected by obstacles in 
wrecking^ was carried out mention has al- the way of barbed-wire entangflements 
ready been made. As to the attack of and so forth — an attack on the part cf 
Kiu-kia-tun, the arrival of the 500 fresh dismounted irreg-ular cavalry was bound 
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to 1 )c 0 costK ftilurc Some imi>ri‘i‘.H»n 
might liuc been rrndc on the dep >t l>\ 
continuous nrlillcrv fire, or on ottempt 
might hue been mode under cover of 
the darknt«s. to «ct ohght «otm, of the 
buildings Ihil the "ictinl me xsurcs taken 
were absurd 

The return of the raiders to iluir 
original position on tlie Kussnn right is 
shrouded in ohscuriw , hut it is assumctl 
that Kuropatl m sent out i supporting 
column to aid Mishtchcnko s division in 
regaining the sccuritN of the Russi »n 
lines In his reports concerning the 
operation the Russian Generalissimo did 
his best to enhance the value of the per- 
formance, which, ho decHred, had grcntlv 
alarmed the Japanese rcargu ird Ilis 
statement of the total casualties was to 
the cffe'ct that 7 ofTiccrs and 7^ men had 
been killed, t2 olTiccrs and men 
wounded lu adilition there were 21 
men missing Of the horses, 69 had been 
1 died nnd 7^ wounilcd 

That the Japanese were somewhat dis- 
turbed hv the rud goes without «ajmg, 
hut to represent them as greatU alarmcil 
O' to reel on the d un igc tlicv had siis- 


i lined as ‘•emus is to pjss from tin. 
region of culd f icl into tint of pure 
imagination In vnw of the pretulmg 
rcconnai''S mri and the praenc il ui 
t iiniv that in ih it < » e iKo Chinese ter 
ritorv h ul he.cn violated tlie lipiiie » 
appcir to have utid fo )li-.hU m n t 
Il iving slrengtluned the g irris ns of t)!«l 
\lii-<h\vang ind \uiklitun nnl ulun 
the. lirgcr rud had onec dtvel->ped, lluv 
acted with commendable vigour and ilu 
total damage tlicv inflicicd on Mi^^ht hen 
los three brigidts inav well bivc lutn 
rather greater than appcirs from the l\iis 
si in list of eastiallics having retire! 
the si\tv two Ku'.stan corpses left m fr m 
of \ui ki 1 tun ah ni I or ilu rest ilu 
lesson Ind been learnt it n> gnat nst 
that raids through Chinese territorv wire 
possible, mil that in future not oniv 
would precautions be ncetssin but n> 
scruples need he felt b\ Japan herself as 
to reslnelions which Russia h id o openlv 
Ignored 

The return of the raid* rs brings us tv 
about Januarv 18th at which ^>oint the 
narrative of the fighting along the Sh i ho 
will be resumed m the vucceedmg chapter 
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TtU\ NORTH SI:A iN’nriiiV - — thm commissk 
RUSSIAN OASl-S — TMS: I-Vim-INCK — c 
}'XAMINl-:i) — A IfRITISn NAVAI. RNI'KRT. 

is lirirdly ;iiiy feature of tills 
j^reat war more siLTiiineanl aiui, 
ulthal, more sell-assertive lhau the 
number of points at which it comes in 
contact with the politics of the onlsitle 
world, .\dniirably :is “the rini,-- ’’ was 
ke})l, we have already seen not only 
this country and I'rance — the allies re- 
spectively of the two t'onibatant nations 
" and China — to some extent the bone 
of coittention — lakiii”' a more than sport- 
inj,»- interest in the proceedinijs, but also 
Ciermany, the L’nited .‘states, Sp.ain, and 
Holland, brouj4‘ht into closer connection 
with the conflict than is usually the case 
with .speci.'itor.s. I'or much of this the 
pro,yress of the Russian IJaltic Fleet to the 
Far East wa.s directly res'ponsible, and, ^ 
of cour.se, of :dl the complications and 
cmbarra.s.smcnls created by that squad- 
ron’s historic voy.aij'c none wa.s more 
serious or surrounded by more tremend- 
ous possibilities than the trouble ari.sing‘ 
from the North Sea Out rag; e. In Chap- 
ters LXX’III. and LXIX. a careful ac- 
count was given of the Outrag'e itself and 
its striking' consequences in tht waiy of 
British naval preparations and diplomatic 
action. Since then the fortunes of the 
Baltic Fleet up to about the end of Janu- 
ary have been followed, without reference 
to the host of delicate questions and awk- 
ward contingencies it had left in its wake. 
The time has now arrived to devote a 
chapter to the circumstances of the hold- 
ing of the great North Sea Inquiry, the 


NKRS — I-'IR.ST PUBLIC SITTING — BRITISH AND 
nCSTlONABLlC TKSTl.MONV — THE FISHERMEN 

.\grcement leading up to which formed 
the conclusion of Chapter LXIX. 

Before proceeding to the actual nar- 
rative of events a few words may be 
.said in the hope of inducing the reader 
to give such a chapter as this rather 
closer attention than he might otherwise 
be inclined to give to a record of a purely 
peaceful development sandwiched into a 
chronicle of lusty and exciting warfare. It 
is an old truism to say that peace, as well 
as war, has victories. More to the pre- 
sent point is the historical fact that prob- 
ably in the annals of the world there was 
never a peaceful victory to which the smell 
of war clung more closely than it did to 
the .Agreement upon wdiich the North Sea 
Inquiry was founded. But the interest of 
the investigation did not end here by any 
means. Apart from its origin, apart even 
from its result, the Inquiry furnished a 
magnificent example of what can be done 
internationally to avert an international 
calamity. It was a triumphant applica- 
tion of “ the commonsense of most ’’ to 
the adjustment of a difficulty which a 
generation or two back would almost in- 
evitably have led to terrific slaughter, 
and very possibly to a marked alteration 
in the map of the world. If the Russo- 
Japanese War had produced nothing els.i 
but the North Sea Inquiry it would, his- 
torically speaking, have been a great wai , 
and it is by no means certain that the 
Inquiry will not hereafter come to rank- 
in thc^ minds of thoughtful men as of 
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stj;n»fjcincc to the ucKnre of the 
1mm m net tinn the fill of Port \rlhur 
or tilt battle of 1 no 

Nor IS the Intjuir\ 1 in curious 

mltrtst of Its own, pro\idcd tint those 
who rt id the record of it Itt thtir 
inn^imtioil litOst lit dril hr two directions 
in A\hich It IS impbs'iilllt for tht writer 
to bt more tlnn mctclcnnllv sii^j'cstnc 
llicrc IS somtUllMl' stnnjjth miprcs«:i\e 
in tilt fict tint not onU Russtin nnenl 
olHttrs, but iKo Ininible IJritish fishtr- 
nun, Ind to be c irricd to Pins to tike 
i prominent p irt in this fjrcit function 
n wliicli the honour of two of the grenttst 
of tilt World Powers wis so intim itch 
concerned There is i perfect swnrni of 
instructuc issocntions clustering iround 
the reception <if the foreign dclcjf lies rt 
presentuuj’ three grcit I mptres ^nd nn 
iqu ilh fjrc it Kcpublic, bj the modest son 
of n pc^s^nt proprietor wlioni the I rcncli 
inlion Ind, with such ndmirible pood 
sense, chosen si\, jeirs before ns tilt 
bend of their Go\crnmcnt Pnris herself 
Ills phstd more tlinllinp pnrts, InS wit 
nessid more dnmntic scenes, tlnn nn) 

1 ilier tit\ on the face of the plobt Ihil 
she iH\tr took t nobler role, nL\cr snw n 
f^lrtr consumnntion of Jitr best efforts 
tlnn w is indicntcd in the holding ind 
fndmt; <»f tlic Commission which pre 
\inletl the outbre ik of i disastrous war 
between her ilK and i inijon with which 
her rel itions h id I itlerK prow n to be al- 
most intlmsi istjcalK cordnl 
To turn to oiir nirnti\c — the Xpree 
in nt respectinp the Commission of In 
quire wns signed it wi I be remembered, 
on Nincmhtr e^th ind w is proniptU 
f<i!l)\\eil b\ tlie ippomtmenl of the Com 
mi '•toners, md in the c ist of the Iwo 
Pmers tnmudnti.I\ concerntul, of n 
I tl \svisMif nnd nn \t,ent Great 
I rit ti in such matters is ptncralK for- 


timite in possessing; men whose special 
qti ilific itions mark them as c\tnordin- 
irih well fitteil for the work n hind 
\s our Nasal Represent itiscon the Com 
mission it would h i\e been impossible tO 
make a belter choice than lint of \ ice- 
\dmiral Sit lewis Re uimnnt K C H . 
K C M Ihis well I riown vilhcer had 
rccentls been in command in \iistrali lO 
w iters, InMHp been transferred thither 
from the Pacific in order tli it he miplit be 
in personal attend ince on the Prince of 
W lies dunnp the Vustral isi in portion of 
his Ro\al Hiphness lour in 1901 He 
hid prcMouslj been Director of \ i\al 
Intellipcnce, and the f let th it he h id ilsO 
screed as Na\al \itiche both it Pans 
and St Petersburp ind w is tliorouphly 
icqininled willi tlie French 1 inpu ipc« 
made Ills selection a p irlicularlv luppj 
one 

\s Lep il Assessor to the Rntish Com- 
missioner ilic Ripht Hon bir I dward 
1 r\ was selected, ind in him loo se\enl 
special qinlific Itions were united for he 
hid not onl} l>ccn a Hiph Court Judpe 
ind a 1 ord Justice of \ppe il, but was n 
member of the Court of intern ition d 
\rbitrilion it the H ipuc Mr Huph 
O Ikinic, of Ills MajcsiN s Lmb iss\ at 
Pans a ] irst Sccrelarx in the Diplo' 
ni itic Scrrice w is appointed is Rritish 
\pcnt Like Sir lewis Reaumont, Mr 
O Reirne had been ilt iched to tlm I m- 
I)ass\ at St Petersburp, where he hid 
qualified in Russian 

Tlie Russian N ual Commissjoncr 
oripin ilK ippomted was Nice \dmiral 
Karn ikoff, for whom \ ice \drniral 
Dub issoff alterw irds ofiici iicd The lai- 
ler II id rceenth cohie into considi r ibR 
prominence b\ rt ison of some ritlier in- 
discreet utterances InMiip refeff 
alleged intention on the p irt ^ 

pitch up it no dtst mt d it 
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pence with Japan in order lo revise 
her resources and carry hostilities to a 
successful termination at her future con- 
venience. To have blurted out such a 
tactless proposition was not the mark of 
hig'h-class diplomat as most naval oflicers 
of llapf rank arc expected lo be, but, in 
the event, Admiral Dubassoff proved 
himself an able and courteous coadjutor 
in the work of the Commission, injurious 
to his susceptibilities as some of the pro- 
ceeding's must necessarily have proved. 

i\ special interest was naturally at- 
tached to the selection of the French 
dclcg'alc, and general satisfaction was 
expressed Avhen it became known that the 
choice had fallen on Vice-Admiral 
Fournier, lately in charge of the French 
Mig'hcr Naval School. Admiral Fournier 
had previously been in command of the 
French naval division in the Far East, 
and had greatly distinguished himself 
fiftcr the French naval opci-alions against 
China in 1 SS 4 by his diplomatic ability. 
Although he had to deal with the astute 
Li-Mung-Chang, he succeeded in procur- 
ing a treaty with reference toi Tong-king 
which completely satisfied French re- 
quirements. Admiral Fournier was the 
inventor of an instrument for the regula- 
tion of ships’ compasses, and the Paris 
correspondent of the Times raised a 
general smile by his witty sugg'estion that 
the Admiral’s colleagues on the Inter- 
national Commission would doubtless de- 
plore with him the fact that his invention 
was not used on board the Russian ves- 
sels which wandered from their bearings 
in the North Sea. 

Rear-Admiral Charles H. Davis was 
appointed by the President of the United 
States to act as American Commissioner. 
He was the son of the Admiral Davis 
who became famous in the Civil War, 
and was himself an officer of distinction 


and wide experience, including active 
duty during the Spanish-American War. 
Admiral Davis had been Superintendent 
of the United States Naval Observatory, 
and had been connected with various 
scientific expeditions. 

It will be recalled that under Article I, 
of the Convention respecting the Com- 
mission of Inquiiy, a fifth member was to 
be cliosen by agreement among the four 
original members, and that, failing an 
agreement, the Emperor of Austria was 
to be invited to make a selection. It is 
sufficient to say that by mutual consent 
the veteran Admiral Baron von Spaun 
was asked to join the Commission as 
fifth member. 

Shortly before Christmas the original 
Commissioners assembled in Paris, and 
were formally received by the President of 
the French Republic. Two handsome 
salons in the French Ministry for Foreign 
Affairs were set apart for the purposes 
of the Inquiry, one for the examination 
of witnesses, the other for the delibera- 
tions of the Commission. 

The first plenary sitting of the Com- 
mission was held on January gth, when 
the chair was taken by Admiral von 
Spaun. The latter, although his age and 
rank would have entitled him to the 
presidency, immediately proposed that 
Admiral Fournier should be elected to 
that post. “ I am convinced,” he ob- 
served, " that it is not only our duty to 
this hospitable country, but it is also es- 
senliall}’’ in harmony with our common 
end — namely, the transaction of our 
labours as promptly as possible, consider- 
ing that independently of his personal 
qualities, Admiral Fournier has at his 
disposal the assistance of his numerous 
excellent coadjutors in the bureau.” Such 
a tactful proposal could not fail of unani- 
mous acceptance, and, accordingly, Ad- 
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miral Fournier took the cinir, and de- 
Inered nn adminble little hormlj on the 
delicate and important duties which the 
Commission was called upon to dis- 
charge, and upon “ the great example of 
wisdom and moderation ’ gi\en to the 
world b> the institution of such an In- 
quir> 

For the first few dajs the Commission 
was occupied m drawing up rules of pro- 
cedure, and it was not until Januarj 19th 
that the first public sitting was held for 
the purpose of reading the text of the 
cases submitted by the two Go\ernments 
chiefij concerned in the North Sea in 
cident On this occasion the room in 
which the Inquirj was held was filled 
with a distinguished audience, an enclosed 
space being ^eser^ed at the top of the hall 
for the five Admirals, who occupied a 
table in the centre The British delega- 
tion was seated at tables ranged along 
the room on the right hand of the Ad- 
mirals, the Russian delegation being on 
the left 

The presentation of the British and 
Russian cases was, of course, a matter 
of the most critical importance, and the 
documents respectnel) need to be \cr\ 
carefullj examined in order to appreciate 
all the points raised It is not, liowc\cr, 
ncccssar) here to do more than extract 
a few leading paragraphs, the whole in 
cidcnt ha\ing been so thoroughh dealt 
with in Chapters LWIII and L\I\ 

T akmg the British case first, attention 
was drawn to the fact that the Dogger 
Bank was well known as a fishing 
ground, and a clear statement was made 
as to the methods obser\cd b\ the 
trawlers, the functions of the ‘ Admiral ’* 
of the fishing fleet, and the r<^ulation 
lights The state of the weather was dc- 
«cril)c<I, nnd the moAcments of the fish- 
ing fleet detailed The statement went 
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on to saj that at the time named, and in 
the circumstances recounted, two sections 
of war \cssels passed the fishing fleet, ol 
which the second fired on the trawlers 
Other cases of firing were mentioned il 
was stated that the acssels which fired 
were warships of the Imperial Russian 
\a^J, and attention was called to the 
fact that no assistance was gi\en or 
offered to the trawlers b} an) of the Rus- 
sian \essels 

The essence of the British case was m 
the concluding paragraphs, which were 
as follow — 

“ 16 No warships of an) description 
other than those of the Imperial Russnn 
\a^> were among the trawlers or m the 
neighbourhood on the night in question, 
and no war \cssels had been seen b) any 
of the trawlers for some time before 
There was no war material of an) de- 
scription on board any of the ships of the 
fishing fleet There were no Japanese 
w ar \ esscls of any description in the N orth 
Sea at that time, nor were there an) J ip- 
anese on board any of the \essels of the 
fishing fleet 

‘17 As a result of the firing two 
men were killed and six were wounded, 
one trawler, the Craue, was sunk and fne 
other trawlers, the Stupe, the Mttio, the 
Moulmeiti, the GuU, and the Majesti , 
were hit b) shot and damaged Other 
trawlers were damaged b) the concussion 
caused b) the explosion of shells close 
to them, and thus a number of British 
trawlers pcaccfulh engaged in pursuit of 
a lawful calling on a well known fishing 
ground in the North Sea were subjected 
to a Molent interruption of a customarv 
and properh conducted occupation of 
trade at a spot out of the wa) of the or- 
dinar) course of ships passing between 
the Skaw and the Straits of Do\er, and 
were, without warr 


5i6 


mSTORY OF THE RUSSO-JAPANESE WAR. 


fired upon by men-of-war of the Imperial 
Russian Navy.” 

The Russian case opened with an ac- 
count of the warnings which the Russian 
Government had re- 
ceived as to possible at- 
tacks by the Japanese 
upon the outgoing Bal- 
tic Squadron. The dis- 
position of the Fleet 
with a view to this 
“ alarming i n t e 1 1 i- 
gence ” was described, 
and the progress of the 
navigation recorded up 
to the night of the inci- 
dent. In the followincr 
extracts giving the Rus- 
sian statement of what 
occurred, the dates are 
given according to the 
Russian calendar ; the 
dates according to the 
“ New style ” being in 
brackets. First we have the story of the 
famous torpedo-boats : — 

” During the night from October 8th 
[21st] to October- 9th [22nd] towards mid- 
night the sky became clouded and the 
horizon misty. At 55 minutes past mid- 
night, in lat. 55-18 north and long. 5,42 
east of Greenwich, the first ship of the 
last section, the Admiral's ship, TCmaz 
Suvarof, perceived ahead the outlines of 
two small craft approaching at great 
speed, all their lights out, towards the 
armourclads. The whole detachment at 
o-nc-e began to work their electric search- 
lights, and as soon as the two suspicious 
craft came within the rays projected they 
were .recognised as torpedo-boats. The 
armourclads directly opened fire on them, 

“ Immediately afterwards were seen 
near the Russian ships and within the zone 
lit up by their searchlights, first one and 


then -several small steamers reserr.bling 
fishing smacks. Some of them did not 
show their regulation lights. Others 
only showed them tardily, and finally 
some of them placed 
themselves across the 
course being taken by 
the detachment. As it 
was clear in these’ con- 
ditions that the fire 
directed against the 
torpedo - boats might 
also hit the fishing 
boats, the necessary 
measures were taken as 
far as possible tO' pre- 
vent any injury to 
them. It was thus that 
the rays of the electric 
searchlights of the Ad- 
miral’s ship Kmaz 
Suvdrof were altern- 
ately thrown on the fish- 
ing boats, and then 
quickly raised 45*^, which signified the 
order not to fire on the vessel thus pointed 
out. Nevertheless, the very distinct feeling 
of danger to which the armourclads were 
exposed, and the imperious duty of pro- 
tecting them against the attacks of the 
torpedo-boats, necessitated the continu- 
ance of the cannonade, notwithstanding 
the evident risk of hitting not only the 
fishing boats, but also the ships of the 
squadron itself which might be, and ac- 
tually were, within the zone of fire to 
port of the division of armourclads, as 
was proved by the presence, immediately 
discovered, of the Dmitri Donshoi and the 
Aurora.^' 

The Russian explanation and vindica- 
tion of Admiral Rozhdestvensky’s per- 
formance were as follow : — 

“.Meanwhile the two torpedo-boats re- 
tired, and soon afterwards disappeared. 


i'-'" . 
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At that moment the division of armour- 
clads, on a signal gi\en by the Admiral’s 
ship, at once ceased firing. The cannon- 
ade had lasted altogether about ten 
minutes. Fearing, on the one hand, that 
some of the fishing boats had been dam- 
aged by the fire of the squadron, but, on 
the other hand, not being sure that all 
danger coming from the two torpedo- 
boats, or perhaps from some others, was 
completely over, Admiral Rozhdestvensky 
deemed it indispensable that the whole 
squadron should continue its course with- 
out stopping. In these conditions the 
vessel which, according to the first evi- 
dence of certain fishermen, remained until 
morning on the scene of the incident, and 
which was taken by them for a Russian 
ship, could not in any way belong to the 
division of armourclads and cruisers, and 
still less, to the detachment of torpedo- 
boats, as these last were at that moment 
very far from the scene of the incident. 

“ Considering the circumstances above 
recalled of the incident which occurred in 
the North Sea during the night from 
October 8th [21st] to October 9th [zend], 


1904 — an incident which, as subsequently 
ascertained, caused the loss of a boat and 
the death of two persons belonging to an 
English fishing flotilla, as also damage to 
other boats and injuries to their crews 
— considering the proofs obtained in the 
mutter, and the categorical testimony of 
the officers of the Imperial Navy \\)ic 
witnessed the incident, as also some 
further evidence subsequently supplied tc 
the Russian Government by third persons 
of various nationalities, it may bt 
affirmed that, in view of all the abo\c 
circumstances, Admiral Rozhdestvenskv 
upon whom rested the heavy rcsponsibil 
ity of providing for the security of 
forces entrusted to him, and of maintain 
ing them in their integrity, had not only 
the right, but was under the absolute ob 
ligation, of acting as he did — that is ti 
say, that while quite clearly aware of 
damage he might cause to inolTensiv- 
fishermen the subjects of a neutral Power 
he was nevertheless obliged to use ' 
the means in his power to destrnv th 
torpedo-boats which lu'd attacked !i 
squadron.” 
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In \‘ic\v of this fairly ample rcjiro- 
<hu'tion (>f (he Brilisii and Russian cases, 
it is hardly necessary to s^-o at ail deeply 
itUo the (lvl:i'ilcd cvidi'iicc of either side. 
Hid it is important to chronicle one re- 
tnarlvaf)f(' circnnistance in connection with 
I lie Russian testimony, which (‘xciled con- 
siderahie sensation at (he timi', and the 
i^eneral \iew of which was anythinii" Hnl 
favourable to Russia. *J he Russians 
Were so infatuated by the notion (hat ihev 
had actually seen torpedo-boats amon<^ 
the I'tshin^' fleet, (hat a£^''cnts were de- 
spatched to Hull with the object of coi- 
lectinp; further evidence on this point. 
iCxactly by whom these atfcnls were em- 
ployed, and what instructions they re- 
ceived, cannot lie tracerl, but it is clear 
that in (he lirst place tiiey were utterly 
unscrupulous, and in the second that they 
did (heir dirty work very chimsily. Their 
pcrfonnnncc nmounted to fsomelhlnc^ very 
like an attempt to suborn witnesses from 
timong" lltc sailors of the fishinp; fleet, to 
whom they pfave drink and money on 
the understandinp" that the men would 
sip;n a .sworn .statement that Japanese 
torpedo-boats had, in truth, been .seen 
among’ the trawlers. Tlic matter was 
taken up locally, the evidence thu.s quc.s- 
lionably obtained was Avarmly repudi- 
ated, and the Russian ag-ents narrowly 
escaped being’ thrown into the harbour 
for their pains. 

It is not surprising- that this discredit- 
able attempt to collect false evidence in 
support of the Russian case should have 
been brought up before the Commission 
of Inquiry. On behalf of the British 
Government it was asked that the matter 
should be investigated by the Commis- 
sioners, and the British Agent, Mr. 
O’Beirne, was prepared with witnesses to 
substantiate his account of what had 
transpired. Ultimately the Commission 


decided to discu.ss this question in private, 
at (he same lime exonerating the Russian 
Government from any knowledge of the 
highly objectionable performance com- 
plained of. 

Indeed, (here is no doubt that the Ru.s~ 
.sian Government was very ill served by 
the agenLs who tried to collect evidence in 
l.ng’Iand, and who seem to have primed 
the Rus.sian authorities with a quantity of 
(juilc ba.s’cle.s.s information. For example, 
(he Ru.s.sian Government had evidently 
been (old (hat there was a Japanese on 
board the Dogger Bank mission ship 
Alf'ha, and that he was masquerading 
under the name of Danielson. But the 
attempt to establish this statement by 
cros.s-examination of the British witnesses 
broke down completely. The surgeon of 
the All'ha, ns well as the skipper, were 
cio.scly questioned on the point. Dr. 
Colmar was asked ■\\-he(her before, 
during, or after the incident any Japanese 
was on board the Alpha. Never, he' re- 
plied ; indeed, he had never seen any 
Japanese in the North Sea, nor had he 
ever seen any person on board their ves- 
sel who could be mistaken for a Japanese. 
Did he know a man named Danielson? 
asked the Russian legal representative. 
No, replied Dr. Colmer, he had never 
heard of such a person, Mr. White, the 
skipper of the Alpha, said he had never 
seen any Japanese on board his ship, and 
he knew nobody of the name of Daniel- 
son. 

Much interest was aroused by the man- 
ner in which the British fishermen gave 
their evidence. One of the best witnesses 
was Thomas Carr, the “ Vice-Admiral ” 
of the Gamecock Fleet, who was severely 
heckled by the Russian legal assessor.^ 
as to some supposed discrepancies in 
his statements. Carr explained the vague- 
ness of some of his own impressions 
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b> the f'lct tint he \%'is running' nt 

the time, nnd pointed out thnt the men 
were so frightened bj the firing thnt 
some inconsistency m their estimntes of 
Its duntion wns not unmtunl On the 
wliole, Mr C'lrr, like his comrades, mnde 
nn excellent witness, nnd his mcdnl for 
s'l'ing life won him n graceful comph 
ment on his standing down ’ from Ad 
mirnl Fournier A similar compliment 
was paid by the President to Mr John 
Brooks skipper of the Robin^ on his noble 
conduct in sa\ing four ships crews of 
forty hands in all Speaking in the name 
of the Commission, Admiral Fournier 
said that the medal conferred on him 
ought to have been of gold 
On another occasion Admiral Fournier, 
whose tact and impartiality were the 
theme of universal admiration, rendered 
notable assistance to one of the British 
witnesses John Thomas Fletcher, 
master of the steam carrier Swift ^ was 
sh irply cross examined by the Russian 
legal representative, Baron Taube as to 
the possible presence of Japanese torpedo 
boats w ith the fishing fleet Fletcher had 
said he was sure that no strange craft 
had joined the trawlers, but, as he had 
previously admitted that he could not sec 
further than half a mile, he was asked 
how he could be sure that there were no 
strange craft beyond that limit That 
was a poser for Fletcher, who did not 
understand it, while Admiral Fournier cx 
pressed the opinion that the question was 
embarrassing and superfluous As Baron 
Taube, however, seemed to attach con 
‘^idenblc importance to it, Mr Acland, 
C , at the suggestion of Admiral 
I oiirnier, repeated the question in a more 
manageable form, which covered cverv- 
Ihing that Fletcher could ansvv er The 
repK a comprehensive negative 

Thereupon Admiral Fournier, who e\i 
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dcntlv understands the siilors wav of 
thinking observed that as I Ictclitr had 
said he could not see over three quarters 
of a mile it was no use asking him what' 
H\ bevond that distance 

This nnv be taken as a tvpical in 
stance of the hair splitting methods 
adopted by the Russians to discount the 
straightforward testimonv of tlicse simple 
fishermen, who naturallv were at some 
disadvantage owing to the dill cultv thev 
experienced in understanding some of the 
questions put to them and in expressing 
themselves with dearness and precision 

Tlie British case was further supporUd 
by the evidence of tlic ciptain and the 
mate of the Swedish stc imer Alicbirm 
which, as narrated on page 301 of the 
present volume, had been clnscd bv i 
Russian warship, and fired upon on tin 
evening of October arst a few hours be 
fore the fishing fleet was att icked 

The Russian witnesses were Captain 
Klado, and Lieutenants W alrond, Lllis 
and Schramchenko These witnesses did 
not take the oath, that being in Russi i 
a strictly religious ccrcmonv, but they 
pledged their word of honour for the 
truth of their testimonv Captain Khdo 
was described bv a correspondent as 
speaking very deliberately, though with 
out hesitation or pause “ He is, the 
correspondent w rote, a well set up man 
of fortv two, of medium height and 
wears eve glasses ” The evidence olTercd 
by the four Russian ofTiccrs was an ampli 
fication of the statements pre«tntcd in the 
Russian case, and need not be rccapitu 
latcd 

In consequence of certain profession il 
opinions expressed bv Captain Khdo, tlic 
British representatives considered it dc 
sinble to procure tlic evidence of a Brit- 
ish naval oflicer of great experience in 
the command of torpedo boats \ccoril- 
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ingly, Captain R. Keyes was called and 
examined by one of the British legal re- 
presentatives, who elicited the fact that 
the gallant officer had spent five years 
in command of a destroyer, and had 
spent about half the time at sea, night 
and day. He had nearly alwaj^s cruised 
in close company, sometimes with lights 
and sometimes without. He had also 
commanded torpedo-boat divisions in 
manoeuvres — from fourteen to sixteen de- 
stroyers — and had acted as an umpire in 
torpedo-boat manoeuvres. The- evidence 
given by this officer was so extremely in- 
teresting and instructive, that the writer 
quotes m exienso the summary given in 
the Paris correspondence of the Times, 
In the opinion of Captain Keyes it was 
quite impossible for an officer, how^ever 
experienced, to be quite sure in estimat- 
ing distances at night either with or with- 
out searchlights. One w^as particularly 
liable to mistake in using the searchlights 
if the object \vas at such a distance that 
the wdrole of it could not be clearly illu- 
minated. Without the searchlights one 
was liable to mistake a large ship at a 
distance for a smaller one nearer at hand. 
A large cruiser far off might Avell be said 
to have the same appearance as a de- 
stroyer at a shorter distance. If an ob- 
ject was at a distance of a mile and a half 
to three or four miles, according to the 
degree of the light, the searchlights 
would not only fail to illuminate it, but 
b}’’ lighting up a portion of the interven- 
ing space it would set up a sort of screen 
between the observer using the search- 
light and the object. Small vessels be- 
tween the observer and the object under 
the searchlight might be confounded with 
that object. The distance at Avhich a 
searchlight would light up the Avhole of a 
A'csscI was very much less than was 
generally supposed. In torpedo attacks 


he often fancied he was exposed, but 
afterwards found that the men using the 
searchlight had not seen him. A search- 
light would not pick up a small object 
like a destroyer much further than a mile 
off, and he did not think it would be pos- 
sible to identify her as a torpedo-boat at 
a greater distance than five or six cables. 

, Captain Keyes then mentioned numer- 
ous recorded cases at manoeuvres, in- 
cluding one in which a flagship leading 
the British Mediterranean Fleet mistook 
a battleship for a destroyer. The battle- 
ship Devasiaiion, Avhich AA'as about ten 
cables ahead, altered her course suddenK 
eight points to the south, which brought 
her in view on the starboard side of the 
.leading vessel, Avhich she took for a de- 
stroyer, and opened fire. Another case 
occurred at the manoeuvres in 1902. The 
Doris observed through glasses what she 
thought to be a four-funnelled destroyer. 
The searchlight was directed on her, but 
failed to reveal anything. Yet in reality 
the boat thus taken for a destroyer was 
the four-funnelled cruiser Andromeda, He 
thought it quite possible at five or six 
cables to mistake any small vessel for a 
torpedo-boat if it were not clearly illu- 
minated, but otherwise not. At night it 
would be easier to distinguish the outline 
of a small vessel a mile and a half or two 
miles off from a position five or six feet 
above the water than at forty-two feet, as 
her outline would be thrown against the 
sky. Captain Keyes maintained this 
opinion, although Admiral Fournier .sup- 
ported a contrary view. Captain Keyes 
thought that on an ordinary night a 
torpedo-boat could not be distinguished 
further off than a mile or thrce-cjuartcr.s — 
an opinion in which .Admiral Fournier 
agreed. The Admiral added tliat in the 
French Navy they could never distin- 
guish the difference between a Inrperio- 
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boat and a large \cssel at much more 
than half a mite with the naked eje» or 
\'.ith glasses uitliout a searchlight 

Whth tins tery a propos testimon\, 
uhich drew special thanks and congratu- 
lations from the President, the hearing of 
the e\idence was practical!) concluded 
On Februar} 4th it was announced that for 
the present there would be no more public 


Si*tmgs, as the British and Russian 
Go\crnment Agents required some little 
time m which to draw up their conclu- 
sions, and the interval would be usefuU) 
spent bj the Admirals in c'caniining and 
appreciating the ei idence. 

Ihcstorv of the termination of the In- 
qmrv and the finding of the Commission 
must be reserved for a later chapter. 



i'fow o siPflteJ b) tie ticiai Valiorul Vlunon lo Dee’' Sei Fnhermm. 

THE ItObriTAL MISSION SHIP 




Photo J. J. Aichibalci. 

SUPPLIES FOR THE RUSSIANS : COUNTRY PACK TRAIN COMING INTO A MANCHURIAN TOWN. 


CHAPTER LXXXJIL 

IN THE SHA-HO REGION — SEQUEL TO MISHTCHENKO’S RAID — A LIKELY BATTLE-GROUND 
— GRIPENBERG CROSSES THE HUN-HO — AN IMPRESSIVE MOVEMENT — THE B VTTLE 01 
HEI-KOU-TAI — DEFENCE OF SAN-DE-PU — ^JAPANESE ATTACKS — RUSSIANS DRIVEN B\CK 
— GRIPENBERG AND KUROPATKIN. 


R esuming the story of the opera- 
tions in the Sha-ho reg'ion at the 
point at Avhich we left it in the last chap- 
ter but one, ve find that Mishtchenko’s 
raid had left the relative positions of the 
opposing- armies to all intents and pur- 
poses unaltered. At the same time such 
an c\tcnsi\e and sug'g-c‘:ti\c movement 
was not likely to be wholly disregarded 
b} those against whom it was directed, 
and we ma\ take it for granted that an 
immediate result was the display of in- 
creased ^igilance on the Japanese left, 
coupled with a shrewd anticipation of 
fresh developments in that qunrtcr. 


A second raid A\as hardly to be cn- 
pected, at any rate for some little time, 
but Liao-yang still remained a natural 
objective for a great Russian attack, and 
it was practically certain that any serious 
movement against Liao-yang would be 
heralded by pressure from the lUissian 
right, from which alone any sort of for- 
ward mo%cment had for many weeks 
been possible. .Accordingh , lowarrls the 
end of the third week in Janiiaiv the 
Japanese left had been thrown bark in a 
south-westerly riircction from the %i!iagc 
of .San-de-pu so as to screen Li.to-^ang 
from an attack from the- north-v est. 
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It w'ls soon nppnrcnt tint these pre 
cautions ^%crc full} justified About the 
middle of Jnnuar} Kuropatkin made cer 
tain important changes m the disposition 
of his forces as noted on page 389 of the 
present aolumc, with the c\ident in- 
tention of rendering his right capable, 
sooner or later, of a serious forward 
movement According to a, German 
military authority the Russian force m 
this quarter now consisted of the 1st, 
8th and 10th Army Corps, the 1st 
Siberian Army Corps, the 6rst Reserve 
Division, and the end and 5th Rifle 
Brigades, making with Mishtcheol o s 
cavalry an effective fighting force of 
about 8j,ooo men with 3^0 guns These 
troops constituted the Second Russian 
Army under General Gripenbcrg, and 
the} were grouped along the right bank 
of the Hun ho The latter river flows in 
i south westerly direction from below 
Mukden At this time of }ear it is frozen 
to a thicl ness of three feet of ice, over 
vhich heavily laden carts can travel 
safcl} The course of the Hun m this 
region is in a well defined bed, with steep 
and often overhanging banks from 
fifteen feet to twenty feet above the level 
of the ice 

Thirty miles down stream from Muk 
den lies the little fort of Chang tau, said 
to have been once a thriving market 
town but now composed of two small 
hamlets on either bank of the river, tlic 
town having been washed away by a 
flood some years since The German 
authoritv above quoted makes CInng tau 
the most southerly point occupied bv the 
Russians at this period To the south 
of CInng tau, at a distance of four or 
fi'c miles, he Hci kou tai and San de pu, 
the latter a large village of some 100 
houses San de pu is described by a 
"riter in the Times as being, like all the 
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other numerous villages around, a col- 
lection of farmsteads with a cinvanscrai 
for winter travellers Lach farmhoinc 
IS surrounded bv high walls of sun dnvd 
bricks well plastered with loam mixed 
with chopped straw These walls can be 
neatly loop holed, arc about three feet 
thick, and form a splendid defence 
against bullets The houses and farm- 
buildings have all their windows and 
doors opening into the large courtvards, 
the gables and rear walls arc verv thick 
and built of the same materials as the 
compound walls 

“ With rare exceptions, cverv house is 
thatched The military would, however, 
especially the Japanese probably cover 
the thatch very thickly witli mud or 
earth to prevent fire The roofs are of 
heavy timbers, resting on posts, and thus 
can support great weights All build- 
ings are low and one storeyed Ilu 
country round San dc pu 15 quite level 
and open, excepting for the vilhges ind 
burial places, where there were groves of 
trees, winch have now largely been 
burned for fuel The villages arc, 
roughly, about two miles apart, and vary 
from twenty to one hundred families 

From tlie above description it will be 
gathered that the Japanese posts, notably 
at Hci kou tai and San tie pu, were b> 
no means ill placed for enabling a stoiit 
resistance to be made to a Russian at- 
tack even on a large scale, while the 
countrv generally is favour iblc for the 
movement of large bodies of troops, thus 
permitting the Russians, in the first in- 
stance, to develop an attack witli fair 
rapidity and on broad lines, and later, 
giving the Japanese an equal chance of 
bringing up fresh troops to relieve 
threatened points, and, ' 

hurl back the oncoming 

\\ e mav glean a 1 
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•Cjuoted source of information to the effect 
that the Russian line of retreat in case 
of failure Avas a somewhat advantageous 
one. For it not only terminated in the 
useful sandhills to the south of IMulcden, 
but also lay through villages, many of 
them “ quite well fortified with earth 
ramparts and moats by the robber bands 
'which for two years after the Boxer 
outbreak held this region, guarding those 
villagers who paid them, and keeping out 
all other robber bands.” 

' Ihere were further indications which 
favoured the chances of another attempt 
on ICuropatkin’s part to restore the 
prestige of the Russian arms. • He had 
now received reinforcements fully suf- 
ficient to compensate the additions made 
to IMarshal Oyama’s force in consequence 
of the fall of Port Arthur, and in cavalry 
and artillery he seemed to enjoy a marked 
superiority over his adversary. By the 
judicious employment of the latter as a 
screen, he had been able to make the 
transference of at least one Army Corps 
to his right, and shortly after the middle 
of January it began to be openl}' stated 
that a strong effort was about to be made 
to force a decisive action in the plain be- 
tween the Hun-ho and the railway. 

A not unlikel^q and, as it proved, a 
rather accurate forecast was even made 
of the course of the coming operations. 
General Gripenberg with four Army 
Corps and strong forces of cavalry and 
field artillery would, it Avas asserted, 
carry out an offensive movement in the 
Hun-ho Plain, Avhile General Linievitch 
and a portion of General Kaulbars’s army 
guarded the Russian lines south of Muk- 
den. The rest of General Kaulbars’s 
force Avould harass the Japanese right,^ 
and General Kuropatkin Avould con- 
centrate in the centre the main body to 
reinforce his Avings AAdien necessary. A 


Russian success obtained in this Avay and 
in this region Avould, it Avas thought, 
force the Japanese to fall back, and 
render their retreat particularly difficult 
and dangerous. 

As a rule the republication of such 
forecasts is, historically speaking, purely 
futile and entirely uninstructiA'e. But 
the present example is of rather singular 
interest by reason of the context. The 
above outline of Avhat might be expected 
Avas received by the Echo de Paris from 
its St. Petersburg correspondent, and 
printed in its issue of January i8th. Such 
instances of the prediction in detail of an 
immense military operation are quite 
rare, and Ave may be sure that it Avas not 
the Avish of Kuropatkin himself that his 
moA'cments should be foreshadowed in 
this inconA'cniently previous fashion. It 
is true that he himself had been credited 
Avith having heralded the great battle of 
the Sha-ho by an absurdly unnecessary 
Order of the Day, but the evil conse- 
quences of that untimely pronouncement 
AA'ould alone have checked the repetition 
of such an error. Moreover, there is 
little or nothing to shoAV that, although 
the Russian Generalissimo Avas un- 
doubtedly preparing to take the offensive 
in some such form as that indicated, he 
judged the present a fit juncture at which 
to attempt a most difficult and risky task. 

In all the circumstances it is difficult 
not to believe that here again a de- 
liberate effort Avas made at St. Peters- 
burg to force Kuropatkin into an advance 
before he Avas as fully prepared for it as 
he could have Avished. On this hypo- 
thesis alone can the extraordinary clear- 
ness of Ausion enjoyed by the St. Peters- 
burg correspondent of the Echo de Paris 
be explained. Is it likely that anything 
but a desire, either to do Kuropatkin a 
bad turn or to force his hand, would have 
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prompted the premature publication of 
such important news as the fact that 
General Gripenberg- would commence the 
attack with four Army Corps from the 
Russian right, while the feinting move- 
ments to the eastward would be made by 
only a portion of the army of General 
Kaulbars? 

But not only has the existence of un- 
doubted intrigues against Kuropatkin to 
be taken into consideration in this con- 
nection. • The internal condition of the 
Russian capital was now becoming so 
obviously serious that both the Grand 
Dukes and the lesser bureaucrats may 
well have been intensely anxious for a 
diversion at the point calculated to dis- 
tract the attention of a thoroughly dis- 
affected populace from the excited con- 
templation of their own miserable affairs. 
This reflection brings us round to the 
fact that January 22nd was the “ Red 
Sunday,” of the probable influence of 
which upon Kuropatkin ’s soldiery some- 
thing has been said in a previous chap- 
ter. It is not positively recorded that, 
as a result of that ghastly performance, 
the Tsar telegraphed to Kuropatkin at 
all hazards to take the offensive, but the 
fact that, three days later, the Russian 
Second Army was on the move lends 
a certain amount of colour to the sug- 
gestion. 

To turn from the region of speculation 
to that of fact, the forward march of the 
Second Russian Army was commenced 
on January 25th, and was carried out by 
columns in the following order : — Tlie 
first column, constituting the right wing, 
was composed of the cavalry and the 
61st Division. It struck to the south- 
west, and crossed the Hun at two places 
only about fifteen or twenty miles to the 
north-west of Liao-yang. Its direction 
was nearly due cast towards a place 


called La-pu-tai, about midway on the 
road between Liao-yang and San-de-pu. 
The second column, consisting of the 
loth Army Corps, marched by way of 
Hei-kou-tai on Lan-tung-kou, which lies 
between La-pu-tai and San-de-pu. The 
third column, composed of the 8th Army 
Corps and 2nd Rifle Brigade, marched 
on San-de-pu, crossing the Hun a little 
below Chang-tau ; and San-de-pu was 
also the objective of the fourth column, 
which was made up of the First Siberian 
Army Corps and 5th Rifle Brigade, and 
started from Chang-tau itself. The fifth 
column, consisting of the ist European 
Army Corps, and constituting the left 
wing of the Second Army, kept touch 
with the Third Army under General 
Kaulbars. 

The weather was intensely cold, so 
cold that only two days previously the 
Times correspondent at Tokio had tele- 
graphed that on this account no early 
movement seemed probable. But the 
Russian soldiery were becoming quite 
inured to the rigours of the Manchurian 
winter, and, from the standpoint of 
marching, the clay of the district was 
greatly preferable in its present frozen 
state, with a liberal “top-dressing” of 
snow, to the sloughs and morasses of the . 
rainy season. We may take it, then, 
that the Army of General Gripenberg 
pushed forward with much briskness this 
bitter January morning, and that through 
every great column ran a thrill of .sati.s- 
faction that once more there was a chance 
of getting at handgrips with the enemy, 
instead of bandying shots and shoufs 
with him over the thin interval which 
had been separating most of their re- 
spective " burrows.” 

A very notable movement, too, was 
that indicated by the almost simultaneous 
passage of four out of these five columns 



NiTURE Ol THE OPLR IT/OA^ 


ncross the frozen Hun At Ie^st two 
must hiNc numbered o\er 20,000 ciN^lr), 
mfantrj, and artilJerj, ind we in this 
country think ourselves fortunate if \\c 
can collect a single force of that si 7 c for 
important manoeuvres It is true that 
the intervening distances were sufRcicntl) 
great, and the countrj sufficient!} flat, to 
deprive the operation of an} marked 
spectacular attributes But the moral 
impressiveness implied by the actual 
movement of a body of troops vvhicli, at 
a low computation, must have been over 
70000 strong, and may well have been 
considerably larger, is none the less very 
great With less than the half of 
70 000 men Lord Kitchener smashed the 
Dervish tvranny at Omdurman , there 
were onl} about 12,000 infantr}, a, 000 
ca\alr}, and 60 guns actually engaged 
on the British side at Tel el Kebir , and, 
to soar to another plane, with between 
67,000 and 68,000 men Wellington won 
the Battle of Waterloo 
Before vve follow Gripenberg’s columns 
in their forward march it is particularly 
important to realise, as far as possible, 
the nature of the enterprise on which 
the} were engaged The words “ as far 
as possible ” are used advisedl}, since, as 
will be seen, there was a subsequent 
sharp difference of opinion between 
Gripcnberg and Kuropatkin himself as to 
the real object of the operation It may 
be that this ver} dilTerencc will bring us 
a little closer to the heart of things m rc 
gard to this curious action, emphasising, 
as It seems to do, the suggestion made 
above that Kuropatkin entered upon the 
operation almost as unwillingl} as he did 
upon the attempted relief of Port Arthur 
bv the force which, Under General 
Stackelberg, came to such considerable 
grief at Telissu The Commander in 
chief himself is said to have urged that. 


in an} case, he never intended this par- 
ticular advance to be more than a pre- 
hininar} movement, and his description 
of the commission entrusted to General 
Gripcnberg was that the latter had been 

entrusted with the c\ccuUon of a raid 
with a Considerable force " It will be 
easier to c\amme this all important ques- 
tion now that vve arc standing at the 
entrances to the field of operations than 
It will be later on when the fighting has 
assumed a complc\ interest of its own 
Let us, then, glance briefiy at the 
direction of the various columns, as well 
as to the general idea that seems to 
underlie a thoroughly ill starred but not 
necessaril} ill conceived, effort 

In the first place Kuropatkin s sug- 
gestion of a raid rather than a deliberate 
attempt to force a decisive action seems 
to be supported b} the fact that the force 
engaged was not stronger b} a couple of 
Army Corps than it was Onl} b} suen 
a marked preponderance in this quarter 
could he have hoped to overcome Marshal 
0}ama’s left wing sufficicntK to render a 
subsequent descent on Liao}ang prat 
ticablc Assuming his total strength to 
have been between 300,000 and 3^0 000 
he would surcl} liavc sought to place 
more than a quarter of this in the posi 
tion where the decisive struggle for 
master} would take place It is quite 
conceivable tliat this is what he td 
timattlv proposed to do, and might have 
done with some hope of success had ht 
not been first hurried into this needles 
demonstration, and then s iddicd with th" 
consequences of his subordinate s rash- 
ness 

The direction given to the third and 
fourth columns, again, docs not fivour 
the idea of an attempt to force i bi^ 
battle It points rather to an attempt to 
score a minor success bv overwhelming 
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the Japanese post at San-de-pu with 
two Army Corps, the first and second 
columns being employed partly on raid- 
ing business, and partly to give timely 
warning of the approach of Japanese 
reinforcements from the east or south. 
Such a programme properly carried out 
would not have been a very splendid per- 
formance, but it would have been a very 
useful one, since it would have heartened 
the whole army at the front, created an 
excellent impression' at home, and have 
afforded a valuable breathing-space for 
the development of plans of much greater 
import. 

Whether all this was or was not at the 
back of Kuropatkin’s mind in launching 
Gripenberg with 70,000 or 80,000 men 
across the Hun-ho, all trace of any such 
conception disappeared shortly after the 
leader of the Second Russian Army had 
put the river between him and his chief. 
From quite the first he acted as if he had 
been deputed not only toi drive in the 
enemy’s outposts, but to push forward, 
and bring him without more ado to in- 
stant and comprehensive battle. 

Let us now follow the movei'nents of 
the various columns in such detail as is 
procurable from the rather meagre 
sources of information at the disposal 
of students of this ‘particular battle. In 
passing, the reader may be asked to re- 
member that nearly all the newspaper 
correspondents were at this time a very 
long way from the front, tlie supposition 
being that no serious fighting could- rea- 
sonably be expected for a good many 
weeks. Such representatives of Rus- 
sian journals as may have accompanied 
General Gripenberg were -naturally re- 
ticent on the subject of an operation so 
disadvantageous from the attackers’ 
standpoint, and Marshal Oyama’s de- 
spatches, though clear and eminently 


soldierlike, can hardly be said to have 
done complete justice even to the remark- 
able qualities of resistence and recovery 
displayed by the Japanese when tfle latter 
had realised the nature of the Russian 
movement. • In fact, it is hardly too 
much to say that of all the battles of -the 
war this one, which, following the Jap- 
anese official designation, we shall call 
the Battle of Hei-kou-tai, is the least sat- 
isfactorily illuminated by the narratives 
of individuals engaged in it, or by the 
picturesque descriptions of the “ Knights 
of the Pen.” 

Notwithstanding the sixteen degrees of 
frost shown by the thermometer on Jan- 
uary 25th, the passage of the Hun was 
effected, with sufficient rapidity to enable 
some brisk fighting to be accomplished 
on the opposite bank before nightfall. 
The first -column had a brush with the 
enemy shortly after crossing at Maminkai 
and Khailatosa, the latter being taken at 
the point of the bayonet. But the loth 
Army Corps, constituting the second 
column, had a much stiffer task to cap-- 
ture Hei-kou-tai (which appears in some 
accounts as Kheigutaya), notwithstand- 
ing the fact that they must have greatly 
outnumbered the small garrison of that 
post. The Japanese fought most stub- 
bornly, -and -Kuropatkin himself bears 
testimony to the gallant stand they made 
until ten o’clock at night, when, finding 
further resistance out of the- question, 
they slipped away in the darkness. At 
another village called Tu-tai-tse, on the 
Hun-ho, about half-a-dozen miles below 
Chang-tau, the Russian advance was 
stoutly opposed, the Japanese not retiring 
until they had accounted for fifty of the 
enemy. In the struggle for the pos.ses- 
sion of these various villages the Rus- 
sians took about 100 prisoners. 

On the morning of January 26th the 
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aj>55V\u\cd mwMbor phase, l>v 
thas thae the '(oth Russian Arinv Corps 
was lu wraplete possession of llel'kon- 
lai and die adjacenl oouniry, and had 
hcg'un to take steps to defend itie place 
uself ai;\unst a Japanese e\Minter'-attaek, 
Hero was an early Indication of Gripen- 
bei'^'^s evident intention to assinne an 
invlependent ,'\\\\ and to court the chances 
of a ix\cular battle Instead of adhering' 
tv> the fu's; principles of a raid. As has 
been eaplaincil above, there is ix'ason tet 
belie\e that the vv'iginal idea was that tlio 
loth Army Corps, aftor capturing' Ileb 
koa-tai, siiould press on lO' the San-do' 
pu —kiaowang' load, wliei'c at least ii 
shv'ukl h,ive bvvn able to acquire some 
useful information of the enemy's 


sti'ength and piolwble movements in this 
epuu'ixu', at the same time masking' the 
sittac'tv on Sau'de-pu, by remaining' at 
Uei-'aomtai the toth Army Cot'ps mxu'ely 
invited a Japamoe attack, w'nich was not 
long' in coming', foi' Oyama, warncvi by 
the eapeiled llei'kou-tai g'avvison, was 
now fully alive to the urgont rcv^uiio- 
meats of tl\e situation, by noon oit tlie 
oo::i, notwithst.mding' the driving' sneiw, 
wliich g'ce.itlv imovakv, tlie movements of 
tlie tivops, a considei'able j.r.vmese foiw 
liad advancovl to within sti'i'sing' vlis' 
tance x^f l\ei-kxve,-tai, ami haxl commeuv'evl 
prepar.itions fx'r its I'ec.iptnre. 'rx> tb.o 
fmth.er f'gati'Og' in this eyiarter \\x' shall 
'return pioiontly, 

Meanw'aile, xnthei' the trrst column or 
,i xletac-lunent fivm tlie secx'^nd liad oeeu- 
•eie,i Saon'empau ^wliieli, in some ae- 
voants, is ealkxl Shadio-pu, and wb.ic'n 
seems to be identical with the 'rav'‘'pao 
v'f Oyama's genc'iva des'patx'hd with a 
ivgimeat of inf.mti'y and a brig.ide of 
c.vV.i'uy with twx'lvc guns. As b.>crl',- 
pau lies only .iheut live miles m tlie south, 
vxf Hei'kouuai, tlie Russi.ms were now 


pretty sti'ougly established on this Unc, 
and tho.vSemhJauec of preparation for an 
extensive battle was hourly becoming' 
olearor. 


We must now pay attention to the 
movements of the third and fourth 
columns in the neighbourhood of San- 
dmpu, 'rhroughoui die aoih the Rus- 
sian offensive movement agaia.st that 
place wjis continued, suffering' some in- 
terruption low'ards the afternoon, when 
a relieving' column of Japanese troops 
sent up from the south and south-east 
by Marshal Oyama arrived on ilic scene, 
and vainly endeavoured to dislodge the 
Russians from their positions, Tlie 
tig'hiing' round San-de-pu w'.ts of an ex- 
tremely severe character, and must have 
sevei'cly is'ied the Sih Army Corps, which 
had only recently arrived from Russia, 
and had not pi'cviously been in action. 
This corps, by the wmy, xvas commanded 
by GtMieral Miloff, and consisted of two 
divisions, one the rath, named after the 
veteran Dragomiroff, the other the 
famous 15th Division, w'hieh deionded 
the Mal.ikoff in the Crimean War, It 
was a terrible baptism of fire for these 
uutricxl trco'ps, for the Japanese garrison 
clung' with the tenacity of wild-i'ats to 
Saiwix'-pn, W'hich had further been forii- 
ficul w'ith much skill, 

by seven o'clock in the evening' the 
Russians luwl guincxl possession ol the 
greater part xxf the Yillago, having- lost 
aj ofiicei's and i.eoo men killed and 
w'oundod in tlie process, but they now, 
to thicir chagiin, found tliomsolvcs oon- 
irouted in the noi th-oastern corner of 
b'an-<io-pn hy a strong rodonht, with .a 
tiipio row' vxf ohst.iclos. which had been 
jiai'dly d.miagod by th.o Russian fire, and 
w'.is armo.i with field-ailiHory and qniek- 
nrors. It w-.w clear that this hard nut 


could not bo orackod w-itliont proHminary 
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bombardment, and, a*? a prolonj^td stay 
in the captured portion of the mII.iki' 
uoulci ha\c meant costl) cvposuro to the 
guns in the redoubt, the Russi \ns set 
lire to some of the houses, .ind more or 
Jess gracefully uilhdreu. 
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pu) to Sa-erh-paii, but this was frus- 
trated by the elementary fact tliat, as 
shown above, the Russians were now 
strongly holding the latter place. Ac- 
cordingly, the deployment was carried 
out along the San-dc-pu — Liao-yang road 
itself on the line Su-ma-pao — Wu-chia-tzu 


(a village eight or ten miles north of 
Liao-yang), with the object of retaking 
"Sa-erh-pau as well as Hei-kou-tai. The 
double task was no easy one, for the Rus- 
sians had placed thirty guns skilfully 
round Hei-kou-tai, and with these the}'^ 
enfiladed the attackers at Sa-erh-pau. 
Nightfall on the 26th saw the Japanese 
still vainly struggling to dislodge the 
Russians from these two positions. 


The 27th was a day of hard and bitter 
fighting, and one which, but for their 
extraordinary tenacity, might have 
proved disastrous for the Japanese. For 
it soon became evident that, although the 
latter had now assumed the offensive, 
they were not in sufficient numbers to 


push it at present to a successful issue. 
Although, moreover, San-de-pu still re- 
mained in Japanese occupation, very 
large Russian forces were clustered' 
around the place, and the Japanese were- 
hard put to it to withstand the pressure. 
Still, they not only held on manfully to 
San-de-pu itself, which was vigorously 
bombarded, but kept hammering away at 
the Sth European and ist Siberian Army 
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Corps, at the same time \igoroitsh rc- 
neuinfT the nttnek ng^ninst Hei-Uou-tai 
and Sa*crh-pau. But tlie\ suffered 
prctt\ hea\ily, especially at Su-ma*pao, 


ro/^my/is. 1:33 

portion of tlie Russians,” sa\s the Jap- 
anese ofllci’nf account, “ rcmainttl con- 
cealed at Su-m.i-pao. On tlio mortjini; 
of the 2Sth tliej nrc<i into the roar of the 



^\hcrc a Russian force succeeded in 
catchinjj and deslrosin^ a J.ipancsc de- 
tachment. For this ni|s!iap, ho«c\cr, 
the Japanese obtained some comp<.ns.i- 
tion carU on the follouinj; d.a\. A 


Japanese centre. The J.ipanesc turned 
and att.icktd, and practica!l\ annilillitid 
tire Kiissj.'ins, onK 200 stirre ndcrin;,'.” 

Throuuhoul the 27th and 28th tlic tide 
of battle ebbed and flowed, man> desptr- 
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ale hand-to-hand encounters takini:^’ 
place, and small successes being" scored 
by both sides. Two Russian generals, 
!Mishtchenko and Kondratovitch, were 
slightly wounded, and the Japanese at 
San-dc-pu suffered heavily from the con- 
tinuous bombardment. During the eSlh 
Sa-erh-pau was captured b}- the Japan- 
ese, and the Russian infantry position 
south of Hei-kou-tai Was also seized. 
But Marshal Oyama was not yet by any 
means satisfied with the progress made. 
As he remarked in his despatch with re- 
ference to the fighting on the 28th, the 
Japanese object had not been attained, 
since, although the Russian advance had 
been effectually checked, it had not been 
repulsed, and the continued Russian oc- 
cupation of any territory on the left bank 
of the Hun-ho in itself constituted some 
evidence of superiority. Accordingly, 
the word was given to the Japanese 
forces (O' have resort to night fighting, 
and throughout the night of January 
28th - 29th a scries of attacks was de- 
livered in the same spirit of reckless 
bravery which had distinguished so many 
previous Japanese onslaughts of the 
same character. “ All the columns of 
the attacking parties,” wrote Marshal 
Oyama, ” expected annihilation. We 
attempted several attack movements, but 
suffered heavily from the enemy’s ar- 
tillery, and especially from his machine 
guns, but all the columns continued the 
attack with all their might. The enemy 
was unable to resist our vigorous attack, 
and began to retreat at half-past five in 
the morning. Our foixes charging into 
Hei-kou-tai occupied the place firmly and 
entirely by half-past nine.” 

That spell of night fighting and the re- 
capture of Hei-kou-tai decided the battle, 
and what remains of the operation is 
little else but the record of the Russian 


retreat across the Hun-ho, and a some- 
what confused talc of minor conflicts 
arising out of sporadic attempts on the 
part of individual Russian commanders 
to create a diversion by small and in- 
effectual counter-attacks. By their 
failure to gain possession of San-dc-pu, 
the Russians had been forced to make 
Hei-kou-tai the key to their position, and 
that key once lost, there was nothing left 
but a general withdrawal. By mid- 
night on January agih the whole of the 
first two columns of the Second Russian 
.'\rmy were across the river, and only to 
the north of .San-de-pu was there any 
attempt made by the Russians to carry 
on the conflict. To some extent the Jap- 
anese had pursued the beaten Russians 
across the river, but it was necessary to 
be cautious owing to the number of 
strong fortified villages on this bank, 
to the existence of which attention was 
drawn early in the course of this chap- 
ter, and a determined stand at any one 
of which might have caused the pursuers 
very serious loss. It must be re- 
membered, loo, tliat the Japanese wei'e 
in no great strength on their extreme 
left, and must themselves have been con- 
siderably exhausted by the recent 
struggle. It is not, therefore, surprising 
to find them in the early days of Febru- 
ary in positions little, if at all, in advance 
of those which they had occupied before 
General Gripenberg’s passage of the 
Hun. It is clear, however, that the left 
had now been considerably and per- 
manently strengthened, and when, on 
February 3rd, a Russian detachment ven- 
tured to make another attack on Hei-kou- 
tai it met with a very warm reception, 
and was driven back, leaving 160 dead. 

No precise official account of the losses 
of the Russians in this great operation 
is available, but it is quite safe to reckon 
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tliem, as the Japanese did, at not less 
than 10,000. The Japanese themsches 
admitted a \erj hca\j casualty list, 82 
ofTicers and 760 men being returned as 
killed, and 8,014 wounded, including 
271 ofTiccrs, and 526 missing. There 
were no fewer than 505 cases in which 
oIBcers and men were compelled to lca\e 
the fighting line owing to frostbite, and 
nearly half the wounded were also af- 
fected by frostbite, due to the freezing of 
blood round the wounds while the latter 
were being exposed for the purpose of 
being bandaged. Such returns from the 
admirably organised medical service of 
the Japanese army afford ground for the 
belief that the sufferings undergone b) 
the unfortunate Russians must have been 
still more terrible owing to tbeir much 
longer exposure and the greater distance 
over which the wounded had to be 
carried. 

With reference to the Japanese “ miss- 
ing,” it is painful to be obliged to add, 
on the authority of the Tunes corre- 
spondent at Tokio, that the profoundest 
indignation was caused in Japan bj re- 
ports of Chinese eyc-vvitnesscs to the 
cITcct that 126 wounded Japanese, roped 
together like felons, had been led through 
the streets of Mukden on February 4lh 
amid proclamations of a Russian victory. 
It might have been supposed that such .a 
statement would have been at once 
officially and publicly contradicted by the 
Russian military authorities, but It re- 
mained unchallenged. Such an incident 
would, of course, be a foul blot on the 
honour of any civilised nation, and is 
almost incredible in the case of one whose 
own “missing” had always received 
such peculiarly handsome trc.atmcnt at 
the hands of their high-minded adver- 
saries. 

The immediate sequel of the Battle of 
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Hei-kou-tai was largely of a personal 
character. It transpired that General 
Gripenberg had, on the 2Gth and 27th, 
demanded reinforcements to cn.iblc him 
to continue the battle in which he Iiad 
become involved, and tli.it General Kuro- 
patkin h.ad not only refused those rein- 
forcements on the ground lh.it to send 
them would wc.ikcn his centre, and puc 
the way for an immediate Japanese ad- 
vance, but had, On the 2Sth, conveved to 
the Second Army a peremptory order to 
retire The rest of General Gnpenberg’s 
case may be briefly st.itcd in his own 
words to a correspondent of the 
Vremya — 

" On the morning of the 2StIi wc suc- 
cessfully repulsed four dcspcr.itc Jap.in- 
csc attacks, but I was unable to ndvnntc 
owing not only to the want of reinforce- 
ments, but to the fact tint I hid not re- 
ceived permission to do so \ ictory w is 
in our hands, and I cannot ttH you how 
nnxiousK I awaited men and authorisi- 
tion to advance. Ncitlior i imc 

“ On ilic evening of the cSth (icmral 
Kuropatkin ordered us to retire in view 
of n possible attack from the Japincsc 
centre 

“ It is not for me to criticise, but I 
must say that the J.apancsc could not 
possibly have attempted any serious at- 
tack on General Kuropatkin’s centre It 
is diflicult to describe my feelings on re- 
ceiving General Kurnpatkin’s order 

“ On the night of the 29th wo retired, 
carrying away all our wounded men, and 
even picking up broken bayonets Tin 
men retired unwillingly with tears in llitir 
eves. I decided that it was imposMhlc 
for me to remain any longer at the front, 
and next d.ay I reported myself to General 
Kuropatkin, asking him to relieve me of 
mV command immediately, lie dul «o ” "• 

.\ftcr tendering Ills 



s.'*'’ ///.s’yoA'}' Off riiii a» 

flciu-rai (iripcnijcri^ piorctaiccl at (nv'c ti) 
S(. 1 \\ lu'Ct' hf was rcnivtal iij 

audi.aii-,. by llu- 'I’sar, 'J’iic rcpurls of his 
i<-<-fpiinn ;i,,. luipcli-ssly fnndii'tiup;, sonic, 
(ha{ it was (‘vtrcinriy mol, and 
'll. if the Isar, who had in the ineantinir 
It Ceiled the < "oniniander-in-ehief's ex- 
pl.an.ition by teiei>rain, made use of the 
Wolds, "I ain entirely iif Knropatkin’s 
opinion.” .Aieoidini' to other aeeonnts 
rn-ner.d t iripenbe!!,*- was listened to at- 
leiitiiily, and was subserpiently trenteil 
by the ‘Isar with distinb'iiished eonsidera- 
lion, 

.\.s :i matter of faet it is not of maleri.d 
importaiwe to the piesenl narrative to de- 
eide what was the Inijierial estimate of 
the exlraoidiiiarv line of action tak'en by 
the former minmander of the .Second 
Russian .Army, haiiin; b) certain 

siihsennent happenings wliich completely 
modified Knropatkin'.s relation to the 
Russian .army in the bar ^’ast, and 
fcnderefl [lavl differences of opinion be- 
tween him and ( Irijienherif of hut 
secondary importance. Still, one would 
like to believe that the 'Isar in this in- 
stance supported the absent Commander- 
in-chief, and blamed his subordinate, at 
any rate for leaving; iii.s post and ex- 
posiii”’ to llie wliolc world, as a bbench 
correspondent plainly put it, ” the dis- 
sension.s tind incapacity of the hiyh com- 
mand in Manchuria.” 

Of Kuropatkin’s position in this un- 
foiiimale conlrovcr.sy it is not norv ncccs- 
.sary to say much more than was .suj;- 
IL^eslcd in the earlier part of this chapter, 
lii’crything- hingfcs on the precise com- 
mi.ssion cnlrii.sled to Gripenberg-, and if 
Kuropatkin only intended that tlic latter 
sho'ukl accoiri])lish a species of raid, and 
g'avc him clear orders to that effect, the 
leader of the Second Army had not the 
slig’lUest justification for deliberately 
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M-cking-, as he appears to have done, to 
lig-hf a h.-nilc. 

Hut to many the weak point of Gripen- 
ix-rg'.s case will seem to he the grave 
fjucsiion whether, even supposing' that he 
bad been more or less justified in allow- 
ing himself to be drawn into a rcg’ular 
liattle, his |)osition was ever such that, 
even wilii considerable reinforcements, he 
could have hoped to accomplish anything 
really definite. 

In his .statement to the corrc.spondent 
Ilf the A'efcr VfrmrtJ quoted above, he 
speaks as if he had already obtained sub- 
stantial .successes, and only needed a 
stiffening of his forces to carry all before 
Jiim. But the truth is that, beyond cap- 
turing Hei-kou-tai and Sa-erh-pau, and 
n'pulsing a few Japanese attacks de- 
livered by columns much smaller than his 
own, he had accomplished little or 
nothing. Even if he had been rein- 
forced, he would still have had to take 
San-de-pu, which he had hitherto signally 
failed to do, althougli he had directed 
two whole Army Corps against that 
stoutly defended village. Judging, more- 
over, from the subsequent incoherence of 
the counter-attacks made by his subordin- 
ates after the loss of Hei-kou-tai, he had 
not his troops by any means sufficiently 
well in hand to warrant the belief that, 
with a moderate reinforcement, he could 
brush back the Japanese columns which 
were now' so determinedly attacking him, 
and easily penetrate to a vital spot in 
Oyama's position. 

"only the main points of a very large 
military argument are given above, but it 
may be hoped that these will serve to 
create some real interest in a very re- 
markable operation to which, as far as 
this narrative is concerned, a particular 
epoch-marking interest is attached. For 
it is at this point w'e arrive with suffi- 
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rii-nt cxaclitiKk: for all prarlical piirpo.scK 
at the termination of the lir.st year of the 
Ku.sso-japane.sc War. 'fo a lino nearly 
level with this point the story of other 
tievelopments connected with the war has 
been brom^ht in preccflini,'- chapters, and 
with this account of (irijwnberi^’s 
abortive attempt to restoie Russian 
prestige by u bitj battle on the llun-ho 
plain anctther larirc section (^f ovir w:ir 
chronicle may be (lefinilely closed widi 
some <le,L;re(' of dramatic appropri.ateness. 
b'or, if it has had no other effect, the 
battle of i fei-kou-lai has, in one sense at 
least, proved a very effective *' curtain." 
It marked the fmal dis.ippe.arance of any 
hope that Russia would be enabled to 


use Mukden as a base from wdiich to re- 
p:ain possession of Liao-yang. Later we 
shall see this bald statement of the situa- 
liott expanded into a development of tre- 
mendous sif^nificance, compared wdth 
which the Liao-yanj,'-, Sha-ho, and Hei- 
kou-t.'u battles will lose much of their 
prior importance. In a subsequent chap- 
ter the past course of the war and its 
lessons up to date will be lightly 
sketched. Rut for the subject matter of 
the last few pages it may be claimed that 
it represents at least the outcome of long 
and careful planning to bring the actual 
story of the first year of the war into a 
compact and logical system of arrange- 
ment. 
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CHAPTER LXXXiV. 

4 YEAR OF WAE~THE LESSOV OF MAJNTENANC£~AV LXCEPTIO^AL STRUGGH - 
DRAArmC ATTEIBOTES-THE ACTOKS_THE » SCEV FRY ’’-NAVAL A^D MIUTARV 
LESSOV S. 


A YEAR of Avar ! There are at least 
half-a-dozen standpoints from 
which that phrase possesses a significance 
splendid, terrible, pathetic, cruel, in- 
structive, or demoralising, according to 
the mental attitude in which the subject 
IS approached. 

For the purposes of this narrative, 
however, there is one great lesson, half 
mihtarj, half historical, which is con- 
veyed by the duration of a war for tuelvc 
long months, and upon which particular 
emphasis should be placed by the 
thoughtful reader. This is the lesson of 
maintenance as opposed to the lesson of 
preparedness. It may be said that the one 
includes the other, and that the nation 
vvhicli is properly prepared for war should 
certainly be prepared to wage it for at 


fact that a ixholc ye.nr of uar both b; 
land and sea, war vig-orously waged wiih 
armies, at any rate among the largest 
that the world has ever seen, has left 
both combatants still m fuU fighting trim, 
still alert, still eager, still backed bj no 
inconsiderable reserves 
Taking all things into considcr.ition, 
another such example of sustained pug- 
nacity cannot readily be quoted The 
more closely, too, we look into the de- 
tails of this monumental trial of strength 
the more amazing it seems that not one, 
but three or four intervening agencies 
have not sooner put an end to it. Ap-irt 
from the question of foreign interference 
or complications, the circumstances of the 
war have been such that nothing but .'ll! 
evcept/onal tenacit) and determination on 


least a year. That is true enough of 
some cases, but certainly not of ail, since 
ohen the essence of preparedness con- 
sists la the capacity to strike ore para- 
l)sins’ blow at the outset, 
in the Spanish-American and Greco- 
conflicts the United St.ates and 
tile Porte were sulflcicntly ready to bring 
hitlers to a logical conclusion after a 
sharp struggle, and there have 
other and far greater wars In which, 
and purposes, the issue was 
at a very early date in the history 
fighting. In the case of the 
duel in the Far Cast there 
^^haordinary impressiveness in the 


both sides could for twelve long months 
have enabled a financi.nl and physic.d 
strain so severe to be endured without 
the evhibition of signs of genuine ex- 
haustion. If wc take any great war of 
a century past, shall wc find a single in- 
stance 'm riftcr a whole yt.nr of 

pretty constant righting, in which lens of 
thimsaiuls of casuriltics In.c occmif, 
Kg narsliips haic liccn sunt or 

AsaMed, 'CO 

Lc been spent, both opposing fora s 
hL still been so Ml of"f:r,t and go. 

■ h fleets In bclnfT, -an'l bnre nrm.es 
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Vholo A, LmranUtf, 


PORT ARTHUR'S MEA\\ ARTILLERY A BIO GLS PBADY FOR ACTION 

nppl) to it the ordinorj canons of niilitar> had hitherto been dreamt of in tlicir phil- 
and natal criticism, and to treat it as a osoph>. 

by no means abnormal dctclopmcot of Hatinj; socKlit to estalilisli in a rudi- 
scIf-repeatinR history. But tlicn the mentar) fnsliion the exceptional character 

chance existed that at short notice the of the slruilRle ttith winch this popul.ir 

flame of war would suddcnlt dwindle in liislort deals, we m.at shortK p, ss to a 

intensitt, and, Rraduallt diminishint;, Rctieral retiew of the Icadinj; ctents 111 

Icate, at the end of a' few- months, this tear of warfare, and a brief dis- 

nothinR but smouldering embers, upon ciission of the outstanding lessons 10 be 

which the onlookintr nations would be dcriecd therefrom. Ilut before doinp' 

throwing buckets of peaceful water. The this it will be well to touch IirIiHi on the 

Inlf-sturds, half-ferocious rnaintemnee rehition of this eolumc to the last, wiib 

of hostiht'ies at such a hlRli leee! of ac- a siew to the correct estimation of the 

tisitt and striking power lifted, at an} stages rcspcctisclt arrieed at, and the 

rate, the historical consideration of the Intcr-sig-nineanec of the s.irloiis cecnts 

war clean out of the region of meeliocrit}. The first large soliime of this work 
and in Fcliruarj, 1901;, csen nasal and carried the narratlsc of the war down to 

militnr\ cvpcrls were bc^inninj; to won- aI>oul tlic end of the H<it weeh in Jii)» 

dcr whether there were not more ibinffs is)04, which time Port Ariiinr Ind f)cen 

about to liappcn in the Far than cfTcctixcb Uohlcd bejond hope of rihcf. 
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at any rate by land, and co-operation be- 
tween the three main armies of Japan 
had, to all intents and purposes, com- 
menced. The condition of affairs thus 
disclosed pointed to two> main develop- 
ments, the strug-g-le for Port Arthur and 
the strug-g-le for Liao-yang, subordinate 
points of interest being the tightening of 
Japan’s grip upon Korea, and certain 
possibilities connected with Vladivostok. 
An incidental feature of some current im- 
portance was the existence of a consider- 
able state of tension between this country 
and Russia in regard to the latter’s treat- 
ment of neutral shipping. 

In the six months from the bes^Innino- 
of August, 1904, to the beginning of 
February, 1905, there ensued, at the same 
time, a very orderly sequence of events 
and some very astonishing developments. 
Both Port Arthur and Liao-yang fell in 
due course, and Korea passed completely 
under Japanese influence, Vladivostok, 
after playing a somewhat curious but 
not wholh'- unexpected role., was brought 
several stages nearer to the point at 
which its real fate would be decided. 

The performances of the Teterbin'g and 
Smolensk, and other outrages upon Brit- 
ish shipping, were carried into the re- 
gion of diplomacy with more or less sat- 
isfactory results in the way of peaceful 
adjustment. But other and very grave 
happenings combined to give this second 
six months of the war a special character 
quite outside such nearly foregone con- 
clusions as the successful result of the 
concentrated effort against Liao-yang, 
and of the long succession of desperate 
assaults upon Port Arthur. The revolu- 
tionary outbreak in Russia disclosed pos- 
sibilities of tremendous moment, and the 
despatch and arrival at Madagascar of 
the Baltic Fleet not onl}' brought Russia 
once more within an ace of a rupture svith 


Great Britain, but introduced an entirely 
new factor in the conduct of the war it- 
self. 

It would be difficult to exaggerate the 
dramatic quality of the period covered bv 
this volume of our history, quite apart 
from its noteworthiness on naval and 
military grounds, and the writer will, he 
thinks, be excused for drawing special 
attention to this peculiar attribute. In 
the earlier stages of the war there was, 
to be sure, no* lack of stirring incident. 
The opening torpedo attack at Port 
Arthur ; the Battle of the Yalu ; the sink- 
ing of the Peiropavlovsk ; the storming of 
Nan-shan ; the Battle of Telissu, and 
Oku’s hard-fought progress up the Liao- 
tung Peninsula — all these contained ade- 
quate material for descriptions far more 
flamboyant than those which have been 
deemed appropriate to the purposes of 
this record, and more than one of them 
will doubtless, in due course, receive par- 
ticular treatment at the hand of the artist, 
the poet, or even the playwright. But 
none of these episodes equals In tragic in- 
tensity the hell of slaughter which raged 
round Port Arthur for some -weeks prior 
to its fall. The Battle of Telissu is an 
“ affair ” by the side of the Battle of Liao- 
yang. The sinking of the Peiropavlovsk 
recedes into the background when the 
naval action of August loth comes to be 
carefully considered. To turn to the " in- 
cidentals," there is only a strained com- 
parison possible between the exasperation 

keen as it was — which atlenclccl the 

exploits of the Russian Volunteer 
"cruisers" and the flaming indignation 
with w'hich the people of Great Britain 
received the tragic news of the otitr.agc in 
the North Sea. On an entirely separate 
plane the events leading up to " Red Sun- 
day ’’ constitute a chapter of the history 
not only of the tear, but of the civilised 
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world, winch for centuries to come will 
m men’s minds Ic-ivc much the snme im 
prcsston ns hns been left bj St Bnrtholo 
mew s Dny nnd other singuinnrj m 
s(^^ces of sa\ngc inhumnmtj bnckcd up 
by kingly or Imperial weakness or want 
of scruple 

Taking the story in some detail and 
lajing a certain emphasis upon the order 
m which the bigger occurrences of the 
period in question ha\e presented them 
sches, the dramatic aspect is enhanced, 
and the effect is almost the same as that 
created b\ the perusal of some great 
classic tragedy As far as Liaojang 
and Port Arthur were concerned the 
closing months of 1904 were concIusi\c, 
and there will be little or no need to lift 
the curtain on either of these two scenes 
again Cut the wonderful compre 
hensneness and fecundity of historj ts 
find) shown b) the manner in which 
other de\clopmcnts came to be inter* 
woNcn With the battle stor), and not only 
added hrgcl) to the interest of the cur- 
rent months, but produced fresh silua 
tions, and introduced new factors tend 
ing to make the narrati\e quite as full of 
interesting contingencies at Chapter 
L\\\III as it was at CJnptcr \LVI 

Surd) there neier was a war in aiJucli 
the student w as more naturalH carried 
on from one point to another, and in 
which all the time the dilTcrcnt mo\c- 
ments and disturbances progressed more 
harmoniousl) on their appointed course 
Such combined attracti\cncss and order- 
liness ought to be commonU charadcris 
tic of military histor), but thej \cia scl 
dom arc, and for the conspicuous c\ 
ample it affords in this respect the Kusso- 
Japanesc War ma\, in future, become 
more popular with both students and the 
general public than an\ other campaign 
not excluding those of whidi Napier nnd 
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Kinglake lia\c gnen us momimenlaJ 
chronicles 

A few words ma) uscfulh be gi\cn to 
the personal interest of the siorj during 
the phase covered b) this large volume 
It IS not a little strange tint, in spite of 
the widening area of tlic militarj opera- 
tions, ver) few new actors should have 
come on the stage during the six months 
from August, 1904, to rcbruarv 190^ 
Ihc case was vcr> difTcrcnt with us m 
South Africa ind in most other gre it 
wars one general!) has found that in the 
second half of the first )ear, even if no 
entirely fresh personalities arc introduced 
men became prominent who previousl) 
had been altogether obscure 

In the Tar Fast, with the exception of 
Generals Linitvitch and Gnpenb rg on 
land, and Admiral Rozhdestvensk) on 
sea practically all the leading elnracttrs 
were sustaining much the s inie roles in 
December, 1904, as thev lud been si s 
taming in the previous June Kuripit 
km was still in superior charge of the 
Russian Arm) in Manchuria 0 )anu w is 
still controlling the armies of J ip in 
Nogi was still pressing upon Port 
Arthur, Stocsscl was still conducting a 
defence, Ihc precise merits of whicJi were 
subsequent!) called railier acrimoniousJv 
in question Oku, Noru, and Kuroki 
were still m charge of separate J ip mosc 
armies, Mishtchcnko was slid the fore- 
most cavair) leader on the side of Kus 
sia Each during the period under re- 
view acted much as was to be expected 
of him from his previous performances 
Of the additions, onl) Gnpenberg di^tin- 
guis’icvi himself on the actual Tehl, and 
his conccplion of a subordinate ^cncril s 
duties, as instanced bv ilic Rattle of Iki- 
kou tai, Inrtllv entitle lum to much con- 
sideration Tlie veteran Iinitvitth had 
not, as vet, come forward m Jus new 
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part as a commander of a field army, and 
Rozhdestvensky had yet to face any more 
dangerous foes than harmless British 
fisherfolk. 

On the other hand, one figure disap- 
peared from the front during the latter 
half of 1904, upon whom by far the 
most serious responsibility for two-thirds 
of what had occurred since the early days 
of February had undoubtedly rested. It 
is true that the recall of Alexeieff did not 
have ail the, useful results which were 
expected from it, and there is further 
reason to believe that “ the arch-intri- 
guer ” was able at St. Petersburg to 
score quite as heavily against his great 
adversary, Kuropatkin, as he had been 
during his Viceroyalty of the Far East. 
But the removal of such a powerful agent 
for good or ill from the actual direction 
of affairs at the front was a feature of 
what may be termed the third phase of 
the war, to which it is .necessary to as- 
sign a certain importance. 

Having expatiated upon the dramatic 
quality of the ’period under review, and 
said a few words as to the dramatis 
persona, some ci'rcumstances of time and 
place may now occupy our attention. Not 
a greafdeal need be said as to changed 
conditions' of climate,’ since the effect of 
winter’ upon the conduct of. both naval 
and military operations had been, to some 
exle’nt, observed in connection with the 
earliest stages of the war. But there is 
no doubt that the cold experienced 
during, for’ instance, the Battle of Hei- 
kou-tai, was of a far more penetrating 
and numbing sort than that in which the 
upward march through Korea w’as con- 
ducted and the Battle of the Yalu fought. 

It Is important, too, in this'cohnectioh to 
remerhber how corhpletely 'all ’the' pre- 
dictions that the Japanese soldiers would 
be shrivelled up by cold, to which Rus- 


sian soldiers had been fully inured, were 
falsified. It is true that in the Battle of 
Hei-kou-tai — a typical instance — the Rus- 
sians were not hindered by sixteen de- 
grees of frost from attempting ,a very 
large and toilsome operation, and that the ’ 
cases of frostbite in the Japanese forces 
engaged were very numerous.' But every- 
thing of this sort is best judged by -re- 
sults, and the fact that the Japanese not 
only met, but checked and finally drove 
back, the attackers is hardly suggestive 
of any serious paralysis of their fighting 
capacity by cold as severe, as they are 
likel}' to encounter at any period of the 
campaign. - • ' . 

From a warlike standpoint, scener}'-— 
to carry on our theatrical ’ metaphor — ^ 
chiefly means communications, and in this 
respect some very significant" progress 
was indicated during the, second six 
months n't the war. .-Attention has al- 
ready been drawn in the body of this 
work to the sturdy efforts made by the 
Japanese to push on the construction of 
the lines from Seoul to 'Wi-ju, and frorn 
the Yalu to Liao-yang, and now a word 
may be added as to the actual opening 
on December 27th of the line from Fusan; 
the southern part of Korea, to' Seoul, a 
section of which some interesting details 
were sriven in the Times by a well-known 
Welsh gentleman, Mr; David Davies,, 
who was one of the earliest travellers by 
this route. According to Mr. Davies this 
railway had been built by a company sub- 
sidised by the Japanese Government. 
When the work of construction was com- 
menced it was ‘not expected that the line 
would be open for traffic until 1906, -but 
the exigencies of the war made quicker 
progress .imperative, and by dint of tre- 
mendous exertions the task was finished 
a year earlier than had been anticipated. 

The line had a particular interest, as it 
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was to be, of course, linked .up with the 
Seoul Wi-ju extension, and thus eventu- 
ally it might be possible to travel from 
Fusan, as well as from Port Arthur, 
direct to St. Petersburg. 

In his account Mr. Davies confirms the 
general idea of Japanese thoroughness by 
the details he gives showing the care with 
which the line was constructed, notwith- 
standing the labour involved.' The iron 
bridges, in particular, were extremely 
well built on stone foundations, while the 
part of the construction across the moun- 
tains is described as " a feat of engineer- 
ing which reminds one of the railways of 
Switzerland. Two ridges have to be 
crossed, and in each case the line makes 
a wide curve gradually ascending the 
steep slopes, and half way up it enters a 
tunnel which pierces the mountain at a 
height of 2,000 feet.” All the rolling 
stock was imported from the United 
States, the locomotives from Philadel- 
phia, the cars from Delamere, and the 
90-lb. rails from the Carnegie steel works. 

It is a very striking reflection that 
Japan should have been pushing forward 
not only this line, but also those from 
Seoul to Wi-ju, and from the Yalu to 
Liao-yang — to say nothing of keeping the 
line from Port Adams to Liao-yang in 
constant active employment — all the time 
that she was hammering at the fortifica- 
tions of Port Arthur, keeping Kuropatkin 
to the line of the Sha-ho, and preparing 
to give a warm welcome to the Baltic 
Fleet. The breadth of conception, the 
patience and thoroughness in execution, 
in circumstances in which it would not 
have been surprising if such enterprises 
had been temporarily abandoned are truly 
extraordinary, and calculated to make the 
student of history wonder whether some 
previous campaigns hitherto regarded as 
well-nigh perfect examples of the military 


art would not have both assumed a differ- 
ent complexion and produced widely 
different results had the victors super- 
added to their military activity such 
energy in railway construction as was ex- 
hibited by the Japanese during the latter 
half of 1904. 

In any case the emphasis that has here 
been laid upon this subject is more than 
justified by the obvious necessity which 
will arise in the future of taking this 
work of railway construction during hos- 
tilities most seriously into account. For 
years Russia fondly imagined that her 
railway extension southwards from Har- 
bin to Port Arthur had given her a grip 
upon Manchuria which could be tightened 
at will, and the loosening of which was 
a contingency so absurd as hardly to bear 
thinking about. A year of war did more 
than merely expose this stupid fallacy. 
It put Korea in a fair way to become a 
really vertebrate country — for what better 
backbone can a peninsula have than ai 
railway running its entire length? — and 
it saw marked progress made with a. 
strangely important connecting link be- 
tween the Yalu and Liao-yang, the influ- 
ence of which upon the future strategic 
value of the latter may be immeasurable. 

At an early stage in this history the writer 
dwelt in simple language upon the 
strategic importance of forks. The fork 
which has its handle in the line from. 
Harbin to Liao-yang, and its two prongs 
in the roads from Liao-yang to Port 
Arthur and the Yalu respectively, was al- 
ways of distinct importance. But its 
strategic value was altogether ahered' 
when, instead of a mere mountain road, 
choked by at least one pass which might 
have been made formidable, a full-.sizcd 
railway line was in course of con.struction, 
and meanwhile a narrow-gauge line hjr 
horse trnction had enormously increased 
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tlic ficihljcs for the tnnsport of supplies 
lo llie Minchurnn front 

Before ^^c fimll) Icn\c this portion of 
our subject it \\iU be interesting to note 
in rcHtion with it tlic curiously importnnt 
'vdditions m'tde during the second siv 
months of the wnr to the resource's 
possessed b) Jnpan for the feeding of her 
troops in the field, nnd the tr msmission 
to them of reinforcements and fresh 
equipment, irms, nnd 'immunition. 
During the first Inlfjcnr, in whicli, ns 
cxpHined in the first volume, two phases 
were indicntcd, the Japanese had landed 
troops at Pi tsu wo and Ta ku shan as 
well as at Che mul po and Chin nam po 
and had also used Port Adams, to some 
extent, as a base from which supplies 
could be furnished to General Oku s 
Second Arm) during the latter s further 
progress m the north of the Liao tung 
Peninsula But in the later period the 
occupation of Daln) and \tu chwang 
made a most important difference both 
10 the tenure of the Liao tung Peninsula 
and to the continuance of the advance on 
Mukden 

The Russians, on the other hand, had 
not on!) acquired no new sources of 
suppl) , and had suffered considcrablj 
from the loss of the stores which thc> had 
been compelled to dcstro) or abandon at 
liaojang, but had been put to serious 
inconvenience bv the ] ipancse entrj into 
\ 111 chwang, from which prcMousl) a 
quantit) of supplies had been drawn for 
the use of Mukden Thev had now a 
1 irgclv increased force, not onlv to feed, 
but to find in winter clothing, and Ihc 
Siberian Railwav still remained, practi- 
calh speaking, the onl) means bv which 
the absolute necessaries for a huge md 
growing field armj could be brought lo 
lUe front It would be foobsb to repro- 
duce all the rumours current at this perioil 


of kuropatkm s grav c diss itisfaction w ith 
the manner in which his service of suppl) 
was being maintained But there is little 
question that the eommissari it problem, 
at all times a serious one for Russia, be- 
came during the winter of 1904 one of 
extraordm ir) difTicult), and to m mv u 
will seem tint even its impcrfLCt solution 
was i ver) remarkable feat, cxtremel) 
credit iblc alike lo those responsible for 
the niaintenanee and conduct of the nil 
w i), and to the capacit) of the Kusm m 
soldier lo figlit splmdidl) on a ver) 
poorl)-fil!cd slom ich 

It IS now lime to examine in some dt 
tail the nival and mihtar) aspects of the 
war up lo date, without parlitiil ir refer- 
ence to the past six months but rather 
with a view to seeing how the lessons of 
that period eomcidc with or confirm the 
lessons of the c irlicr phases 

Profcssionallv or technic ill) spe kini. 
It IS possible to deal with such a subjei t 
b) one of two instructive methods 
ruher one can dwell on ilio etern il prm 
ciplcs of straleg) and the larger sctlltd 
facts of taetics, and point out how , 
broadi) speaking, the Russo Jap incse 
Wir, like ever) other war, illustrites 
these, and docs not, m nnlv because it 
could not, present an\ marked diver- 
gences from the more or less matliemati 
cal certainties of war malhcmalical!) con 
sidqrcel There is much v due, even if 
there be lo the avenge student little 
attraclivcnc'>s, in this mcthml, becau'-e in 
anv case it serves to keep things m focus 
and to prevent our regarding inculint il 
and purelv topical lessons is mwhfica- 
tions of cst ibhshed principles 

But such technic il st itcments, however 
dear and accurate, wouM he out of place 
tn a popul ir histnrv whicli Ins to explain, 
as wcU as lax down, the. law Not less 
inappropriate would be the alicrnativc 
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I h«* nunc clo.scly v.c Uiol: into tlic 
dcnuinsir.ilcfi by ihc fir.st year of 
flu' v.at. {!i<- nu>rc Mirciy ar(‘ we i)roii|^hl 
rotiful, {([lu* .’uk! attain, to the cardinal 
otu '.tioij v». iietiier ilte line.s wbieh the 

l^ip.iru h,i\r foHnv. ed V. itit, Iiilhcrto, 

■ n'ii tine'i‘4e{it -nfeeNv, h,i\c ijcen alto- 
s;i ifti f {te4tned. Justi'ieri, tln.s .should he 
ntTdft *.t<i(nl to nuctn, not hy the re.siilts 
••''lUf’d. blit by the situation reached, 
V liif h mas hr a soniev. hat difterent tltin,i;. 

'1 h<- c.sptin,- ot port Arthur and of 
Liao-s .ittj,'. and the battles of the Sha-ho 
and n> i-!;ou-tai smui- all mu|uestionably 
• pl'-ndid acliii'v emeiit^ cotiferrin”', both 
indisidualls and collertis ely, very .sub- 
•t.mti.d ati*. ant.iC(‘s upon Japatt. Hut 
tinu- is often ol the »\ssenee of the con- 
t!.i‘4 in the ••ontiuet r>f ar a.s in bu.sincs.s, 
and V. hat v. e base to consider i.s not so 
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much ^^llcthcr Japan ^von ii«;cful \ictor\ 
after useful ^ictor\ in the first jear of 
her struggle tslth Russia, but whether 
she would ha\c been in a better position 
at the end of that jear if she had adopted 
other methods. 

The historical and espert replies to this 
momentous question maj be that the 
Japanese did c\cr} thing for the best, but 
the subject must not be too InstiU 
assumed to be unworth) of serious argu- 
ment. For, although onl\ a week or two 
later the position was to be importantly 
modified b\ another great Japanese suc- 
cess, we ha\c to remember that at the 
beginning of Februar), 1905, the tables 
"ere liable to bo incon\cnicntI) turned, 
and that CAen a partial rc\ersc might con- 
cti\ab!) fn\e Ind the gra>ost conse- 
quences for the armies of the Mikado 

It is at this point that the associated 
but distinct lessons of preparedness and 


m.aintcnantc, of whicli one .aspect was 
discussed at the beginning of tins ch.ip- 
ter, assume another shape, and we begin 
to ask oursches whether the Jap.incsc did 
not actuall) lose in the first )car of the 
war something of the adsanlagc which 
their magnificent readiness ga\e them at 
the outset. It is now quite clt.ir tint 
Japan could casiK h.i\c placed in Man- 
churia at a tcf) c.irh sf.n^r^ forces 
amounting to at least .1 quarter of a 
million men, exclusive of those rcquind 
for the isol ition of Fort Arthur. Such a 
force could surd) within the first thric 
months of the w.ir liavc forced its w.iy 
even to Harbin Ind it been Inndltd with 
vigour. It is, moreover, cxtrtmi.lv prob- 
able that the process would hive Ixen 
found far less cosil), as wtif .is more 
effective, than the Irving business of 
marching up the I.iao-tung Ftninsula .and 
Korea, and then approaching' U.ao-vang 
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of i tlUf.t-, Suil \h‘- fiiii- .llfci !•-, ;inti il iino t 
icltlv h<- to oiitHi, v. lu llo t 5l v. jr- 

01)5 jmuh nin'c *0 s;(*.f Stu- 

th;ui>>- of rn'ii', i! in*; fittin hft lij-.t ;tit- 

pf ’or, and i linj; hn t nicmoi!;. 

atminj !h. ‘I his <|t!r'.iion has ht-cn liid'dy 
lourhrd upon at pmviinn. .'taso's of this 
natralivr, and th'- <li'.> its >lo:i of it xvil! 
not i>n lahou.'t'd tiov. , fUtl no alt«*!r.pt to 
jji\n cxfn a hasty iMnnt alisation of tiu' 
course of the war during' the lir.st twelve 
months would he woitli anytliinij that did 
not take into account the j^rave alterna- 
tive her<* indieal«-d. 

'Phe possibility that the Japanese 
ori;4inally intended l<* strike at llarhin, 
hut that the treacherous disclosure of 
their j)kins made it dilVieult to put them 
into really successful execution, has also 
been brielly noted in this history ; hut by 
the end of a whole year of fitifhtin"' a 
S{)eciilation of that sort has lost interest. 
More ahsorbini;' are two othc*r considera- 
tions which may liavc directly influenced 
the Japanese plan of campaign. Japan- 
ese strategy was learnt in the school of 
German caution and thorougiincss, and 
the Mikado’s military advisers may have 
dreaded the chance of an initial repulse. 
Had, for example, tw'o or three armies 
been sent at the outset against Harbin, 


^ *.V.Sy; . /^ i/i /;^7/ S7i { { Ay 

v-iiliout refeience to I.iaf)-yang and Muk- 
den, one of ihem might, very probably 
woukl, itav(> !)('cn a good rlcal knocked 
about if! and the tnmal effect upon 

tie- jifopji- ,,f nn.ght iiavc been 

'.eiiojis. ,\ patient gatnc, <*onsisling, in 
the fust place, of weii-ordered landings 
.‘Mid tiic ahnosf for< gon<' conclusion of a 
\ictory on the 'N aiu, may have seemed to 
the Japanc-.e nulitarv autliorities to offer 
pc'cili.ir adt. antages, ptuiding a clear 
demonstration that tin; Japanese soldier 
a', man to man ecuud, if tuit superior, to 
lii'v l\u‘'‘-ian advetsarv. 

.\ nundj larger lieki of thought is 
oj»> tii-d up by the second of the two enn- 
siflcr.itiou'- to which referenet* was made 
abo\e. It wa'- said repeatedly liy Japan 
hcrst-If «hutng the etirly days of the war 
that she was cngagi’ti it\ a veritable 
struggle for existence, and this circum- 
st.’utce, witliout any embroidery, may 
ha\c dcU'rmincd her ('autious proceedings 
with regard to Korea and the Liao-tung 
Peninsula. .She m:iy have said to herself 
that a grip upon the Hermit Kingdom 
:md upon Port .Arthur would enable her 
tf> exist even if Russiti, by pouring rein- 
forcements into Mtmehuria, enabled the 
gretiter part of tliat province to remain in 
effective occupation by her soldiery. 
Port .Artinir, defended not only by a Jap- 
anese garrison, but by a Japanese fleet, 
might prove as really impregnable as 
Ciibraltar in the hands of Great Britain. 
Korea, with a line of Japanese fortifica- 
tions stretched across it, and desperately 
held by Japanese troops, might not seem 
such a templing morsel even to a partly 
victorious Russia as it did in 1903 to 
AlexciclT and others of the Forward 
Parly. In other words, Japan may have 
thought il wise to make sure of wanning 
a small slake, in addition to preserving 
her national independence, rather than 
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run the risk, however slight, of^ — to use 
nn expressive \mtrIc^n term — ‘ biting 
off more tlnn she could chew during 
the first three or four months of the vv vr 
nut o }enr’s experience of Japan s 
methods rather induce the rcficction tint 
this would be a narrow minded con- 
struction to place cv cn upon the cautious 
mihtarj counsels favoured bv the 
Mikado’s ad\ iscrs As concurrcntlv 
with the relentless pcrtinacitj of the 
siege of Port Arthur, the armies of Japan 
gradually drove the cnem^ before them 
and made good their foothold it point 
after point south of Mukden, it become 
more and more a question whctli^r this, 
after all, might be the stntegv, not of 
caution, not of a struggle for existence, 
but of resolute Imperial expansion, or, at 
an> rate, of racial development The 
time has not come to speak (reel) of ihc 
liistorical and political aspects of ihi 
proposition, but the argument m its mili 
tar) rcl ition is allowable and full of in 
structivc suggestiveness To a nation 
seeking onl) to trip up a giant adv ersar) , 
and to get even with that adversar) m 
the matter of a one sided deal ten vears 
agonc, and to write AV/i rue tattgere in 
characters that would endure perhaps for 
a quarter of a centur) , one reall) smash- 
ing Victor) — such as might, perhaps, have 
been best attained b) making Harbin a 
first ami final ob}ccti\e — would doubtlc^^s 
have been sufficient Diit there was 
much ulterior benefit involved m the utter 
eradication of the Russian element from 
cverv nook and cnnnv of what had pre 
viousi) been on the point of becoming a 
Rusisjan province The exhibition to 
China of the improving «;pcctaclc of large 
Russian forces driven back bv Japanese 
armies of no greater strength at the point 
of the bavonct was calciilatcil to impirt 
<iomc sort of backbone even to such a 


fiabbv organisation as the Cckstn! 1 m- 
pirt in the latter s future dealings with 
the nations of the West In a word if 
Japan was not onlv actuitcd bv a stirri 
resolve not to allow Russian designs 
upon Korci to endanger her own exist- 
ence but had also formed the conception 
of a permanent and exclusive Chino J ip 
anese dominion in the I ar I ist th r 
was much advantage in her plan of 
gradual advance, and so to speak sen d 
occupation of succcssue striligic points 
\ftcr this brief incursion into i re ilm 
of discussion which, as time goes on will 
probabl) be the area of much learned and 
acrimonious conlrovcrs) let us suk i 
somewhat lower phne and ifter a few 
words on the lessons of Port \riluir, 
endeavour to appreciate the two or three 
main tactical lessons of the e imp tign 
As to Port \Tthvir there is verx little to 
be said tint is not almost obvious from 
the perusal of the actual mrruivc of the 
siege t The biggest lesson of ill is of 
course, the one which the Russi ms so 
carclcssl) disregarded — the f ict nimcl), 
that the chief value of such a fortress 1 1 ) 
in Its capacit) to serve as i bisi for m 
active fleet Ilovond the f ict tint it 
locked up, in the sense of det oning, a 
good manv more Japanese linn Russians 
for a good man) months, Port \rtluir 
was of little real value to the Muscoviiis 
after the death of Makaroff, and of no 
V due at all after the mv il eng igement of 
August loth On the other h uul tlit loss 
of such a stronghold, so obstimtiK clung 
to in the fatuous hope tint mere fortiTca- 
lions would render it iniprc,,n ible was 
not onh a more serious blow to Kussiin 
prestige than its abandonment would 
have been, but meant the imprisonment 
of Russian and the release of Japanese 
soldiers in sufT iient numbers to create an 
important difference in the stnli-’j,ic i! 
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i' • a tar rao'c iarjatr J.ij f la r lorrr.ara'c tii.ta 
it ua--. at at!^ raff Irfcti tlic < lita atii/jial 
’ taiuiji-'srjl, (.i'a".>n*., o'at’-iiti' -aifii «'o',n* 
pa!.i“i\i!\ frrifair «’i't.i!l> a*- Slio Ktrv.i.i:) 
I’.pfv <if i.uid-r'ait’a fiir rN'c!)«!f <1 ti'c hr. 
tiff iapa.!tf -f i»; hafni cffaiif'*, atal tif 
h'ff i-niplo;. Jiff i.t of ' faii hliitUt'i, tl'.f tf- 
<'iii(i.s *if tiff ’.ifj'f p!o(ii!f<‘ piacti'Mil) 
iiotitin:; V. hifii ija-- not incii pat fly ajjtifj* 
paffi! if not hiitf:' c 'atffjfliliftl in pn-' 
vioiis ‘•linilar opfiations «>1 wav. 

'rurninur l<>c’a\ah\ and inlaffiiy taffif'r-, 
tfnc of ihf jnarkfd fi’aliiifr. of tlir rfr>t 
year of life camllifl wa.'. findoiflrtedly tlie 
disappoint jncnl of tlie hopr.s rntci' 

tained of tlic Kii.s.sian rav.alry. more 
espfc't.illy the C'os.s;tek.s, It is little less 
llian extraordinary thctl tltese f;ir-famed 
nitninled troops shoidd Itave riot only 
f.aiied trtterly to reali.se the expectations 
formed of ihctti, but have made sueh .a 
remarkably {)oor .show on almost every 
oecasion on wltich tiiey were jjilted 
:iit:ainsl even tlie J.'ipfuiese cavalry, of 
whom .sucli .an unfavour.abie e.stimatc had 
been formed — chiefly, it is true, on the 
g'round of their poor mounts — by appar- 
ently competent European critic.s. Here 
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.afffl thete so.au; ustdid recftnn.ai.ssance 
work was do!u> by if.aders like Renncn- 

k. itnpf artd Mishtclu-nlco, i)ui there w.a.s 
(itllf iiiiti.ativc: fiisplayed, find, in the case 
of Mishfehenko’s raid, the damage in- 
(lififfl w.is not one-fifth of what mit,dit 
ha*. «• !)fcn ifitlicicfl by better Ir.aincd .and 
mote iuteliiip'ntly eonlrolled troops. Tlie 

l. , panes.' e,.v.iiry, notwithstatidint,’" llieir 
inferior fimtmts. elosely apprnadied the 
iMtrop-.m .statulard, .and it i.s probable 
that, with belter horsenes)j, their excel- 
l> nt er/niprnejjf .and .s'-onjin"" r.ap.acify will 
« n.ii)!.- them in a futitre c.amp.aiott to t.ake 
.! mtadi hi” fu r [fkaee, and play ;i tnorc 
{•■foniinent patt. Ihil the inueh vaunted 
t*o',s.!.'k ;,{ tin- efiri of the first year of 
the V, ar uas of f.-ir .smaller reputation 
lli.tu he had been at the outset, :ind had 
sliov, n that wiiile. i>f eourse, he could 
never be trusted to .act against really 
•p.inl hairope.an nyfiiiar eav.alry, he was of 
veiv rlotilnfu! Use for any mounted in- 
l.intry put poses save tlie incident.al and 
oeeasioiia! one of providin”', by more or 
less ttnsrrupulou.s means, food for himself 
.and foraifo for his horse. 

As ret'ards the infantry lii^htin”-, the 
Russians t.aii”ht us nothin”-, save the 
General lesson tliat the bravery and 
tenacity of tlie Russi.an soldier must still 
be resjM-cled, and that the Russian ollicer 
can lie even more w.antin” in self-respect 
and self-control than was previously 
known to be tlie case. But from the 
{.apanese we learnt much that was useful, 
a.s to the effect and cost of frontal 
attacks, and still more as to the value of 
niirht -flight in” a.s a consequence, and in 
continuation, of fighting- b}- day. The 
value of density in attack formations may 
be s;iid to have remained an open ques- 
tion at the dose of the first year of the 
war, since it appeared likely that some 
modification had taken place in the views 
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which the Japanese had originally put 
into practice as the result of their Ger- 
man training. But on this particular 
point, as well as on the question of 
frontal attacks, a clearer estimate was to 
be anticipated at a subsequent stage of 
the operations. 

As to the value of night attacks, not 
of the old text-book pattern, but folloAv- 
ing on repeated unsuccessful attempts to 
capture a position by daylight, the first 
twelve months of the Russo-Japanese 
War afforded sufficiently conclusive evi- 
dence. Our illuminating instance, that 
of the night attack at Ta-shi-chao, was 
dealt with in some detail in pp. 513-516 
of the first volume of this history. 
Another and almost equally convincing 
case was that of the recapture of Hei- 
kou-tai, narrated in Chapter LXXXIII., 
when once again an object which could 
not be attained by a succession of desper- 
ate attacks by day was triumphantly 
achieved by a well-planned and extra- 
ordinarily resolute advance under cover 
of darkness. Both these examples are 
strangely instructive, and attracted the 
close attention of foreign military ex- 
perts. It is obvious that, to some ex- 
tent, the efficacy of such attacks may be 
discounted by the future efficiency of 
searchlights. But it is unlikely that 
searchlights will ever be freely carried in 
the field except by considerable bodies, 
and there must always be numerous cases 
in which comparatively small detach- 
ments with, perhaps, a few machine 
guns can ensconce themselves in such 
strong positions that their dislodgment, 
even by greatly superior forces, by day 
becomes an extremely difficult and 
costly, if not wholly impossible, process. 

In such circumstances highly trained 
troops will certainly profit by the lead 
given them by the Japanese at Ta-shi- 


chao and Hei-kou-tai, which for a time, 
at least, must remain “ sealed patterns ” 
of night fighting of this class, just as Tel- 
ei-Kebir remained for years the sealed 
pattern of the old style of “night at- 
tack,” which was really not a night at- 
tack at all, but one at dawn ensuing' on 
a night march. 

The only other infantry lesson to 
which prominence need be given in a 
popular history is the use made by the 
Japanese not only of regimental colours, 
but of national flags on the battlefield. 
Some exceedingly sensible remarks on 
this point are made in the “ United Ser- 
vice Magazine” for April, 1905, by 
Major Hampden Crawner, of the Essex 
Regiment, who recalls the fact that 
colours were last taken into action by 
British troops in European warfare in the 
Crimea, but were used in savage warfare 
as late as the Battle of Ulundi. In the 
Egyptian Campaign of 1882 they were 
taken to Egypt, but were left at the base. 
In the South African War the colours of 
units which were on the spot at the com- 
mencement were safely stored, and in 
other cases were mostly not embarked. 
This was due to our experience that, as 
hand-to-hand combats became rarer, the 
colours were less serviceable as rallying- 
points, and that, as a general rule, 
officers carrying the colours were shot 
down almost as soon as they were ob- 
served. It is significant that, after care- 
fully weighing these considerations, the 
Japanese should have decided that the 
advantages of taking colours into action 
outweighed the disadvantages. 

“ In the present war,” says Major 
Crawner, “ in addition to regular regi- 
mental colours, it would appear that the 
Japanese troops are provided with a 
plentiful supply of national flags, and 
that these latter are useful in assisting 
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tlic nrtiUcrj and infantr\ to support tlie 
ad\ancc of an attacking line without risk 
to the attackers, and also to inform the 
rcscr\cs below tint a position is won 
This information, it will be said, mit;ht 
be gi\cn cqinlK well bj signallers , it 
nug-ht, but would it^ In the cvcilcmcnt 
of Mctor\, would not \ahnblc minutes 
often elapse before anj mcssaijc was 
sent^ It is con\c\cd automatical!) when 
the Mctors flag's arc seen on the crest 
line ’ 

Of the artillcr) lessons to be gleaned 
from the first \car of the war, and more 
cspcciallj from the second st\ months it 
ma) be said that the) arc clucn) effeclixc 
as confirming wlnt we ourscKcs were 
taught by our experiences m South 
Africa The central fact of all the ar* 
tiller) fighting m Manchurn is that (he 
best gun has an ad\antagc which, within 
reasonable bounds, highl) superior 
mobilit) does not compensate, but highl) 
superior training and judgment, to some 
extent, does The Japanese field artil 
Icr) was quite outclassed b) the field nr 
tillers of the Russians, ind it was onl) 
b) their superior skill in gunner) that the 
Japanese s\crc able to gam man) im 
portant arldlcr) successes 

The special correspondent of the Ttmes 
With General Kuroki s force, after point- 
ing out that (he great irtillcr) lesson 
learnt in Manchuria is tint the most 
effective gun IS the biggest gun com- 
patible with the field artillcr) degree of 
mobilit), goes on to sa\ — 

“ File Russian field gun is a heavier 
piece than the Japanese, throwing a pro- 
jectile 25 per cent heavier 1,500 v irds 
further, and, though not a quick firer 
iccording to mo<)ern ideas it is capable 
of being fired much more quicklv than the 
Japanese weapon Tlic advantages of a 
heavier shell and a greater range arc stlf- 


evident How often hive I sun J »p i’ 
esc gunners shthirmg from i storm oi 
shripnel poured upon tlum hv gun 
which tiicir own artdlirv w is nu ipibh 
of reaching How often have I st«n 
Russun hatterv conccnlnli a r ipid liri 
upon opposing battiriis and silum ilm 
bv rendering the opposing enipliKimm 
i hell in which gunners lould not live 

Ilut i little later he adds tint the J i| 
intsc ' proved ihcmschcs btiitr r m/,« 
finders, better shots more eunning 11 
concealment more istiite in ihou« I 
position, and more indefalig ihle m ovtr 
coming engineering ihlleulliis Who 
would Invc happened at I 1 10 v inj if th 
heihgerents had cxclnngnl guns (me 
horses and drivers) one • m « nl) “ti 
jeeture And wlnt will hi|)pin "h 1 
Japan fghls ag iin her gunners ini ri isu 
m skill, and hmdling guns of tlu I it< si 
pattern? 

Turning to the nav il lessons >( ih 
war, It would be ddluult to romnv' of 
a better sumnnrv of llitsc tli m u is « u 
lamed m a speech bv tli it brilli inilv dis 
tinguislicd vdcran, who hid liuusilf 
made histor) in flic I ar last Adnuril 
Sir Telvvard bC)mour who replud to tlic 
toast of the llritish "Nav) it tlu Rov il 
Academ) Ilanquct on \pril jfjih I'/Js 
Sir 1 dward s first reference to tin vi ir 
was a general, but none the U ss per f n mt 
one The conflict appe ind to him hi 
said, to justif) fuliv bntli Ixird Hi on s 
aphorism tint “ to he master <>( ll < *'* > 
IS the abridgment of a moninhv o »1 
ilso the wontlcrful lessons I iiq lit to thr 
world b) Capt on M ih in The ituil 
naval hssons of the war, he went rn to 
siv, were, sho'tiv, ihi sc ‘ I irst, ih it 
vour lines of ifeftnfr mil iffm 1 rr 
one, mmclv, on vour tcfnn s ei 1st , 
seconillv , that a slop is a mi hil fi rt, and 
IS no iiM? at all v hrn it is ii ti> 
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■riu’. jouTinin nu,i, octmui'. iout akthlu. cAt.M’i) hv Tin: la’hbiA.vs "tiik eagle’-s 
:a>T,’' WHICH WAV cai'TEIu d iiv the mi’anesi: os janeakv t, 1905. 

THi -tafl. ilo’.i id'} chart} tie I or -b (■rt”/ :t tilers used h}' the th/ciulcrs liitnni; the bombanlment. 


hinir ; thiully, that naval hattlvs in future 
will probably l)e fouirbt at incrcasini^ly 
long- ranijc.s, liui.s g-iving- pre-eminence to 
our okl friends, the g-ims ; .'ukI, fourthly, 
llnil submarine mines arc extremely 
(Icaiiiy weapons, but that the ordinary 
torpedo is not quite so fatal as it was ex- 
pected to be.” 

Many will find this admirably lucid 
and convincing- summary quite sunicient 
for every purpose, but a few added ob- 
servations maj' be of assistance to others 
to whom the clear-cut phrases of such an 
cx cathedra pronouncement may seem a 
too brief dismissal of a copious and, to 
some extent, controversial subject. In 
the first place it seems desirable to point 
out how seriously the effect of such les- 
sons as the two first enumerated by Ad- 
miral Seymour were impaired during the 
early stages of the war by Japan s ina- 
bility to play the role for which she was 


best fitted by the temperament of her 
naval officers and men, as well as by the 
fine quality of her ships. There will be 
manv inclined to place in front of any 
professional and technical lessons to be 
derived from the handling of the Japanese 
and Russian fleets the solid fact that 
Japan could not do one-half of what she 
might have done, because she was fet- 
tered by the smallness of her navy. It 
is pre-cmlnentl}' .sound, of course, to talk 
of lines of naval offence and defence 
being one, and certainly for this country 
the frequent enunciation of this doctrine, 
fortified by every available example, is 
most strongly to be advocated and en- 
couraged. But it has been patent at 
half-a-dozen points in the history of the 
first year’s operations in the Far East 
that Japan was debarred from taking the 
right sort of offensive from the ever pre- 
sent fear lest her hardly won mastery of 
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t!ic sen— onl) temporan and precarious— uiih a sunicicnt mar^rin to enable operr 
miglit be endangered by the loss of one lions lo be carried out at sea with not t.. 
or two of her precious battleships. Uke rigidly cautious husbanding of resource- 
other lessons, this has rccci\cd passing Yet another departure niaj be mad- 
attention in the course of the preceding from the brief limits of this compact li- 

narrati\c, and careful regard has been of actual " lessons.” It Ins been 

had to Japan’s appreciation of her own in a previous chapter that the progress , 

disadvantages in this direction, and lo Admiral Uorhdestscnskv’s fleet to lh> 
the Steps she is taking to rcctifj ihcm. Tar Hast was full of suggcslivcness to 

Hut the present is the right moment at Power possessing, as (Ireat Hril.ain doc* 

which to emphasise tlic fact that the sig- vvidclv -scattered colonics, to the whole • 

nificanec of naval lessons must alvvavs which it would be impossible in time ■ 

depend largely upon their d<^rcc of .ap- war to .ifford complete naval or milit... 
plicabilitv lo anv particular n.ivy, and to protection. Hitherto the fact that on! 
that navv's capacitj to put such lessons two great naval I’owcrs, Kngland .«u 

into rcallv businesslike and profitable France, controlled a real!) ustful ilia, 

practice. Let us, then, presume to sub- of coaling-stations c\tcnding to mo* 
ordinate .\dmfra! Sc)mour’s Jmic cata- quarters of the world had been hi Id 

logue cntircl) to the great postulate in- restrict the question of colonial dcfci 

voUed in his prclimin.ar) general refer- within certain well-defined limits. It wa 
cnee, namclv, that an) struggle for a assvmvcd that no Power which could r. 

master) of the sc.a sliould be conducted count on being able to coal tn ro 
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^v{)uI(l venture to send wnrshijxs to trouble 
the enemy’s distant colonies for fear lest 
the battleships, cruisers, or gunboats in 
question might be “ hung up ” in mid 
ocean with empty hunkers. 'I'his view 
was an extremely comforting one to the 
dwellers in rich, if remote. Colonial coa.st 
towns, who felt that the thousands of 
miles of sea which separated them fr<»m 
the nearest station at which a pn.s.siblo 
enemy’s warships could draw a fresh sup- 
jdy of coal were a better proleelion to 
(hem than a snudf garrison of soldiers or 
a gunboat, such as at most could be 
spared them from the Mother Country’s 
main armies or fleets. 

'I'he voyage of the Hallic Squadron to 
the h'ar ICast rudely shattered this illu- 
sion, and made it tolerably certain that 
in the next great war the more or le.ss 
irresponsible collier would play a part, 
less dignified and itnportant, of course, 
tlum that played by our .Vdons, Gibral- 
lars, and Hong Kongs, with their moun- 
tains of coal, and their spacious harbours 
in which that sometimes priceless com- 
modity can be easily and swiftly taken on 
board, but still a role of very groat 
seriousness indeed. It was a very dis- 
quieting reflection that, imappallcd by the 
risk of meeting with one of a powerful 
enemy’s numerous warships, “ auxiliary 
cruisers ” might henceforth be expected 
to slip forth, attended by a collier or two, 
for the sole purpose of despoiling out-of- 
the-way colonial coast towns, and doing 
casual damage to commerce cti route. It 
has always been dilTicult to prevent a 
“ neutral ’’ collier, with the means of pay- 
ing handsomel}'^ for coal, from obtaining 
practically as much as it wants from one 
or other of the ready and obliging rvorld- 
traders in this article. But the possibili- 
ties connected with the transhipment of 
the coal thus obtained to the warships of 


a belligerent Power had never been 
clearly understood until the voyage of the 
Kussian Baltic Meet , enlightened (he 
whole world on this interesting subject. 

It will be observed that Admiral Sey- 
mour did not reckon the preponderant 
value of the battleship or the employment 
of wireless telegraphy among In’s naval 
lessons, doubtless because he regarded 
the first from the standpoint of estab- 
lished conviction, and the second as still 
to some extent in the experimental stage. 

.As to the naval strategy displayed 
during the first twelvemonth of the 
operations, there was so little scope for 
the exhibition of higher qualities than 
those of ordinar)' discretion, and — as re- 
gards Japan — first-rate seamanship and 
dauntless courage, that it would be a 
mistake to labour the point at this stage. 
But with reference to the mistake which 
the Russians committed in not making* 
better use of the Port Arthur ships, the 
following extract from a letter headed 
“Togo’s Work,” and sent to the Times 
by its correspondent at Tokio, is of very 
singular interest as giving the Japanese 
view of a very grave waste of splendid 
opportunities. 

“ Probably no incident in the whole 
war shook so signally Japan's faith in 
her enemy’s martial sagacity. Her naval 
officers speak very plainly about the 
affair. It sets the seal, they say, to the 
indictment which events have steadily 
framed against Russia's strategy. From 
first to last she has shown herself lacking 
in offensive initiative. As a most signal 
instance of that defect they cite the pusil- 
lanimous pageant of June 23rd, when a 
noble fleet of six battleships and four 
cruisers, with full accompaniment of 
torpedo craft, steaming out of Port 
Arthur, caught sight of a solitary Japan- 
ese squadron on the horizon, and hastily 
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fled bnck to tlic slieltcr of the bnttenc*? 
Hnd the Russnns pushed on rcsolutcl\ 
then,thcj could surcl) ln\ c u on thoir w nj 
to Vhdi\ ostok \\ ith comp'inti\ ol> trifling 
losses It^\^s^n ipt prefnee to the Mtni 
error of subscqucnil^ offering' tlicmsches 
ns nn immobile target for the cntm\ s 
henNj siege guns As to tins latter pro- 
ceeding, Japanese expert opinion is that 
the Russians, ha\ing lost their great op- 
portunitj m June, lost thcmscUes after 
wards b) failing to recognise the neccs 
sitj for some signal sacrifice When, 
after their abortive, but still not irreso- 
lute, attempt to escape on August lo, 
Ihcj returned to port more or less 
wounded and minus a battleship and 
three cruisers, thev seem to have come 
to the conclusion that until their hurls 
were all healed no new sortie must be 
made Rut the lime never came when 
tliLir hurts were all healed \o sooner 
was one repair effected than their active 
cnem) created need for another, and 
finall) even their capacitj to effect re 
pairs was destroved Granted that the 
vessels were then lame, thc) had still 
sea going capacitv as well as some fight 
mg potentiaht) , and had they dashed 
out, thrown themselves on Togo s 
squadrons, and fought to kill or be killctl, 
tbc command of the sea might still be 
withm reach of rccovcrj b} Russia ’ 
Trom this brief stud> of individual 
naval and mihlarv considerations it is 
cas\ for the intelligent reader lo general 
ISC Thc conclusion of thc whole mailer 
of these volumes is that hitherto thc 
best side Ins won because it deserved to 
Win, because it spared no effort, no sncri 
flee, to attain its object, and because not 
onlv the leaders and soldiers were skilful, 
patient, and heroic, but thc nation also as 
a whole rose with superb patriotism to a 
great occasion On thc other hand, Rus- 


sia, m spile of terrible driwbacks, pre- 
sented at thc commencement of 1905 a 
figure b\ no means contcmpliblL Her 
Ruler h id emerged from a great domestic 
crisis with a sadlv tarnished name, her 
people were torn by inlcrml dissensions 
md inflamed In rcvolutiomrv tendencies, 
her leaders were bickering, anil her sol 
dicrs suffering from various priv Uions of 
which a badlj organised and imdequitt 
medical service was not the least, and, 
finalU, no real viciorv hid relieved the 
ghastiv monotonv of a long and grievous 
chain of disasters and defe its \ct she 
was fighting on proiidlj , her armies still 
presented an imposing arraj of men md 
guns along a great stretch of terntorv , a 
new fleet was on its wav to replace tint 
which had been lost at Port Arthur , md 
thc Russian Government still held a pi ice 
m thc councils of Turopt which not even 
thc greatest of the Great Powers could 
affect lo disregard 1 or thc rest with 
thc exception of Port Arthur no dnpter 
of thc active historj of thc w ir which 
had been opened could be considered 
closed, and even lo Port Artliur the pos- 
sibilitv of a consol itorv sequel scemctl to 
be indicated bv thc imminent movimcnt 
igatnst \Iadivostok Still couUl the 
Russian patriot sa\ tout feut s( rttablir, 
although to be precise thc trend of Rus- 
sian patriotism ” seemed rather to he 
in angrv denunciations of the w ir and 
clamours tint it should he brought bv 
am means, however undignified to an 
end 

Such conclusions and reflections apirt, 
we come back lo the point on v\hich 
cmpbasis was laid it thc beginning of 
this chapter, mmeh, thc appalling nng- 
mtude of this terrific combat as u appears 
to thc vision of thc thoughtful student 
who has follow etl it throughout thc first 
twelve months of its course Manv of 
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the former hopes concerning the duration 
and conduct of the war had vanished, 
many new fears had arisen, many in- 
tensely desirable limitations seemed on 
the eve of being broken down. The pro- 
longation and intensity of the fighting 
were beginning to get on the nerves of 
Europe, and more than one onlooker 
nation counted afresh its chances of 
being drawn into the arena, and made 
characteristic precautions against that 
dreaded eventuality. Great Britain 
looked to placing the power and readiness 
of her Navy beyond question, and did 
all that was possible, by sending a mis- 
sion into Afghanistan and levelling up her 
system of frontier defence, to guard 
against possible attack on India by the 
Russian legions concentrating in Central 
Asia. France found greater satisfaction 
in an entente cordiale with England than 
would have been remotel}' possible a few 
years ago, her abler politicians knowing 
well that, with an Ally so unscrupulous 
as Russia, awkward questions of neutral- 
ity must soon arise. Germany, restless 
at the thought of isolation, and doubtful 
as to the future of her pretentious 
schemes in China, sought refuge in 
diplomatic efforts to bring the newly- 
formed Anglo-French friendliness to a 
full stop. 


But over these more selfish imaginings 
and actions dn the part of individual 
nations towered the one tremendous fact 
that the war in the Far East was not only 
still raging, but was daily giving clearer 
evidence of the birth of a new world- 
force, with which not a nation of the 
earth could now say with confidence that 
it might not have, sooner or later, to 
reckon. Sane men could still laugh at 
the thought of a real “ Yellow Peril,” but 
no one who “ dip't into the future far as 
human eye could see ’’ could any longer 
fail to discern one object now beginning 
to stand out with growing distinctness on 
the shadowy courses of the coming years". 
That object was not the outstretched claw 
of the Russian Bear, not the mailed fist 
of the German Emperor, not the flapping 
wing of the American Eagle, not even the 
bristling mane of the ' British Lion. . It 
was merely a small dark man waving a 
not very conspicuous flag on a high crest- 
line, and, as one looked closer, the 
Crestline seemed to indicate a tolerably 
lofty ridge of international ambition. 
The small dark man might be a soldier, 
sailor, or a civilian, it was uncertain 
which. But there could be no question 
as to his nationality, no shadow of doubt 
as to the identity of the emblem on the 
flag with the Rising Sun of Japan. 





